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Jofeph*s violent de/ire of change under the name of reform. 
, — Innovations in the ecclefiq/lical efiabli/hment. — Suppref* 
Jton of religious ordersf-^nd confifcation of their property. 
•^Suppreffion of ancient, venerated, and beneficial cufloms^ 
Change of Judicial fdrms and proceedings.^^ Arbitrary fyf- 
tern introdHced.^^Subverfion of the eflahlijhed legiflature.-^ 
Progrefs of defpotifni trampling liberty and franchifes.-^ 
Jofeph confiders his Flemifh fuhjeSls merely as fources of 
revenue.-^Remonftrances of the Netherlanders.^^Meeting 
of the States.^-Deputies are fent to Vienna, — Jofeph pre^^ 
tends to grant their requefts, — Sends general Dalton to the 
Netherlands.v^Defpotic conduct of that officer. — EffeBs of 
his tyranny.^^Farther cruelty and robbery by Jofeph,---^ 
The Flemings refolve on forcible reftftance, — Declaration of 
fights.—The patriots defeat the Auflrian troops. —They forno 
themf elves intff a federal republic* ^ Page 358 
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Generat eteStion^'^^Meeting of parliament — and commence'^ 
ment of Mr. Pitfs adtniniftraiion.^^The Kih^sfpeech. — 
Siate of the empire kuhen Mr. Pitfs minijlry commenced.-^ 
(^jiSts nvhieb hepropofes to purfue.-^FirJl efforts direBed ta 
finance.'-^BiU for tie prevention of/ntuggUng. — Comhmta- 
tion aSt., — Arguments againfi and for it. — Regulation on du" 
ties for Britt/b fpirits^ — PreKminarj motions for the relief 
(f the Eaft India company. — Bill for the regulation of In-^ 
dia.^^Arguments again/lit. — Arguments for it^-^CompO" 
rifon of the two bills as refultingfrom the charaBers of their 
authors.-^-Debaie on the Weftminfler eleBion. — Mr. Dun* 
das propofes the reftordtion of the forfeited ejlates. — A law 
pajfed for that purpofe.'^^Ldbours of Mr. Pitt in invejfh' ' 
gating the public aceounts. -^—Supplies. ^^Loan and taxes.-^ * 
Seffion clofes. 

BY diffolving the parliament, his majefty virtually chap. 
alked the queftion, Did your late reprefenta- v^^-^^w 
tives fpeak your fenfe, or not ? If they did, you q^^ 
will re-eleft them j if npt, you will chufe others* eicaioiu 
Thus interrogated, the greater part of the people 
anfwered. No ; and a very confiderable majority 
of membets friendly to Mr. Pitt was returned. 
As far as popular opinion can be a teil of either 
VoL^^IV. B merit 
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^xxxi\' ^^^^ ^^ demerit, it was decidedly favourable to 
^-'--^^^->•' the minifter, and inimical to his opponents. The 
'^'^* general conduct of Mr. Fox often has been erro- 
neoufly eftimated by thofe who confidered defefts, 
without comprehending the excellencies of his 
plans, a&s, and chara&er ; but never was he lefs 
popular than after his India bill and contefl; with 
the fovereign. Still, however, he retained great 
favour in fome parts of the kingdom, efpe- 
cially in Weflminfter, and his eledion was the 
mbft noted of any that occurred for the new par- 
conteftfor liamcnt. The candidates were, lord Hood, who 
ft^rf ^d in. had fo eminently diftinguiflied himfelf with Rodney, 
blSirtifti?^* Mr. Fox, and fir Cecil Wray \ of whom the two 
^^1' laft were the late members. Wray had been ori- 

ginally chofen through the intereft of Mr. Foj?, 
but now abandoned that gentleman and joined 
lord Hood. For feveral days, Mr. Fox was fupe- 
tior to either of his competitors ; but his majority 
afterwards rapidly decreafed, and he became in- 
ferior to fir Cecil Wray, who was far furpaffed by 
the naval candidate; On the i ith day of the poll 
he was three hundred and eighteen behind Wray ; 
but an interference now took place that changed 
the face of affairs. A lady of very high rank, . flill 
more eminent for beauty than for condition, one. 
of our lovely countrywomen, who demonftrate 
that, in celebrating a Venus or a Helen, poets do 
nT>t exceed nature and experience, warmly inte- 
refted herfelf in the eleSion of Mr. Fox, with a fuc- 
cefs far beyond the hopes of the favoured candi- 
date. Animated by perfonal /riendfliip, and in- 
fpired with an ardent zeal for what ihe conceived 

to 
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to be a public benefit, this exalted woman under- 
took a perfonai canvais in favour of the lofing can- 
didate, and was not to be deterred by any incon- 
veniencies of the purfuit, or by the ftriftures of 
the oppofite party upon aftive efforts which were 
fo efficdcious towards the attainment of the ob- 
je£U Many voters indeed, though far from ap- 
proving of Mr. Fox's political principles and con- 
du£):, could not withftand the fafcinating eloquence 
,of fo impreffive an advocate ; they might have 
refifted the utmoft efforts of the brilliant genius of 
an Erfkine or a Sheridan, but could not withftand 
the brilliant eyes of the duchefs : thefe two great 
mafters of the pathetic might have in vain attempted 
. to canvafs for their brother orator ; perfuafion fat 
on the lips and dimpled in the fmiles of the beau- 
tiful Devonfliire, pleading for her brother whig. 
Perfons too callous to yield to the application of 
beauty, were not without other avenues to their 
hearts, to which the fair friend of Mr. Fox did not 
fail to apply with eS^St. The candidate himfelf^ 
extremely well-qualified for co-operating with the 
efforts of his friends, was better known to the 
lower and morie numerous claffes of Weftminfter 
eleftors, than any other eminent perfon exifting. 
He was naturally open, frank, unaffuming, and 
popular in his manners, politically attended all 
the pxjblic meetings, and affociated under th« ap- 
pearance of mofl intimate familiarity with tavern- 
keepers^ mechanics, and tradefmen, and was, by a 
great number belonging to thefe claffes, regarded 
with the warmeft affeftion. He was, befides, con- 
ncfted with many of the principal inhabitants, 

B 2 whofc 
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whofe perfonal exertions and influence were ftrenir- 
oufly employed in his favour. After a coated of 
forty dayj, Mr, Fox waa two hundred and thirty- 
iive fuperior ; but a fcrutiny being demanded by 
fir Cecil Wray, and granted by the high bailiff, a 
return was not made. The orator, however, hav- 
ing been chofen by Scottifli boroughs, had a voice 
iipi parliament *• 

The 1 6th of May 'was the day fixed for the 
meeting of the new parliament, in which Mr. Pite, 
XK)t twenty-five years of age, may be properly faid to 
have commenced the chief executorial dire&ion of 
Britifli affairs. The probable conduct of a man 
in an office depends upon his talents, difpofitions, 

• The writer was one day prcfent at this celebrated elec- 
tion, and being recently come to London, was forcibly 
ftruck with the free and eafy terms in which fome of the 
lower adherents of Mr. Fox, efpeciaily a party of batchers, 
accoftcd a perfonage of his traiifccndcnt fupcriorky. It was 
not with the veneration due to fo extraordinary talents 
from any rank, that thofe perfons of the very humbled ad-? 
dreffed Charles James Fox : it was in the endearing terms 
of fond comrades, on a footing of pcrfcft equality's 
*' Charles, my fweet boy ; God blefs your black face I do not 
•* be afraid, my lad, we are your friends T* The if^iter r<« 
colle<fts, the fame day, to have heard a very open avowal of 
corruption. Being in a bookfeller's ihop in Covent Garden, 
a woman, who it feems was a neighbour, coming in, was 
aiked by the mafter of the houfe. If her hufband had poiied ? 
No, Ihe anfwered ; we are told, votes will bear a higher price 
next week ! The circumftances of this eledion, in. a city 
wherein votes are fo general, and of another in the fame 
place four years after, are by no means favourable to the 
doftrine of certain political reformifts, that univerial ibf- 
frage would promote refpeftability and independence of elec- 
tions. 

anft 
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and habits, combined with the ftate of affairs re< c n a t>. 
Ifidve to his employment, and bis own clear and w^-w 
fill! comprehenfion of its nature, objefts, means, 1784.* 
and duties. If a minifter takes an exaft and com* 
plete furvey of the adual condition of a nation, 
and rifes to general views of the chief condituents 
of national profperity^ beftowing application and 
perfeverance either in the removal of evil or pro- 
motion of gqpd, he muft produce much greater 
benefit to the ftate, than he who regards and pur* 
foes only a part. 

The chief conftituents of national profpetity are, 
firft, the means of fubfiftence, through agriculture, 
mines, fifheries, manufa^ures, and commerce: 
fecondly, defence in military and naval (Irength, 
for fecurihg thofe advantages; comprehending 
aifo, conneftions with foreign countries, when con- 
docive either to benefit or fecurity : thirdly, the ^ 
prcfervation^ and improvement of that phyfical 
and moral character, which is bed fitted for retain- 
ing and promoting the advantages ; this head re- 
quires the encouragement of ufeful and liberal arts, 
and in every civilized and enlightened country the 
promotion of fcience and literature : fourthly, the 
gratification of prevalent habits of comfort and 
enjoyments, as far as depends upon government, 
unlefs reftriftion be neceffary for the public good, 
and the liberty of the fubjeft, without which, to 
generous and independent fpirits, no other bleffing 
of life can afford perfefl: enjoyment: fifthly, 
fubfidiary to the reft, is provifion for the con- 
tinuance of thefe, as far as human forefight can ex-. 

B 3 tend. 
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^xxxu' ^^^ *• ^ ftatefman of confummate wifdom may 
sm^s,-'^mj befto w a greater or lefs proportion of attention on one 
'^^^ or another of thefe conftituents, according to circum- 
ftances ; but fuch a minifter will have them all in 
his view. The peculiar fituation of Britain, ex- 
haufted by the enormous expences of her late 
ruinous war, and loaded with an immenfe public 
debt, rendered the promotion of trade and im- 
provement of finance the moft imme^Jiately urgent 
objefts of legiflative and minifterial confideration. 
Befides, at this time, the ftudy of political oeco- 
Qomy occupied the greater number of fcholars, 
moral and political philofophers, and almoft every 
able and informed fenator and ftatefman. Such 
difquifitions, originating in French ingenuity, had 
been corrected, enlarged, and digefted into a grand 
fyftem, by Britifli experience, knowledge, and 
deduction. Adam Smith was the framer of com- 
mercial fcience and the confequent inculcations ; 
and his eftimable work, indeed, was become 
the text book of political oeconomifts in the clofet, 
the cabinet, and fenate. A very eminent wri- 
ter often gives a tone and faQiion to the fubjeds 
which he treats, that procures them an attention, 
perhaps greater than may be juftified by their com-- 
parative value among the various purfuits of life 

• ThU analyfis the reader will perceive to be abridge^ 
frpm GilKes's Frederic, which appears to the author to 
exhibit a much jufter and more comprehenfive eflimate of 
nationaLadvantage, than thofe, either of writers or counfel- 
lors, whp ihouid confide r mere opulence, either private or 
public, or the aggregate of both, as the tefts of national 
profpcrity. 

and 
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and conftituents of happioefs. Dwelling on the ^xxxii^' 
nature and caufes of the wealth of nations, both ^.-— ^•w 
theorifts and politicians, by too exclufive attention to '^*^ 
that one fubjeQ, have frequently been led into an 
imagination that the fupreme conftituent of national 
good was opulence ; an idea totally inconfiftent with a 
knowledge of human powers and enjoyments, the 
experience of happinefs, and the hiftory of na- 
tions *. This very high eftiraation of wealth, as 
the fupreme 'excellence of a country, co-operated 
with the mercantile charadter, fo prevalent im 
Britain, and many in the various departments 
of aftive (efpecially trading) life confidered com*^ 
merce and finance as the principal objects of ex* 
ecutorial conduft. Mr. Pitt, though too enlarged 
in his views to ^dmit that opinion in the common 
extent, yet regarding trade, and efpecially revenue, 
as mod immediately urgent in forming his plans 
for the firft feffipn of the new parliament, direfted . 
his mind chiefly to commerce and finance, and 
thefe conftitute the principal fubjefts of his 
jnajefty's introdufltory fpeech to parliament. 

The new parliament being met, Mr. Cornwall was The king** 
chofen fpeaker, and on the 19th, his majefty opened ^"^ 
the feffion by a fpeech from the throne ; he declared 
the high fatisfadion with which he met his parlia- 

• Compare, for inftance, the Greeks and Perfians, the 
Romans and Carthaginians, the Europeans and Hindoos. 
The heroes fent by poverty from the north, to the daftardly 
and enervated defenders of the riches of the fouth. Thefe, 
in the monuments of Giljies,. of Ferguflbn, and Gibbon, 
fhew how falfely a political reafoner would conclude, who 
fliould meafure national glory and happinefs by national ro- 

B 4 mtn% 
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c H A r. menty after having recurred in fp important a mo^ 
v..^.^^^ meat to the fenfe of his people. He entertained a 
^7^• juft and confident reliance^ that the aflembly wa$ 
animated with the fentiments of loyalty and at<» 
tachment to the conftitution^ Tvhich had been fo 
fully manifefted in every part of the kingdonu 
The obj<6ls particularly recommended to their at- 
tention, were the abroiing progrefs of frauds ii^ 
the revenue, the framing of fuch commercial regur 
lations as were immediately necefiary, and the pro 
viding for the good government of our poifeffions 
in the Eafl; Indies. Upon this fubje£t, parliameitf 
would not lofe fight of the tScGt which the mes^ 
fures they adopted might have on our own confUr 
tution, and our deareft interefts at home* He 
had no wiih, but to confult the profperity of hi# 
people, by a conftant attention to every objeft of 
national concern, by an uniform adherence to the 
true principles of our free conftitution, and by fup- 
porting and maintaining in their juft balance the 
rights and privileges of every branch of the legif*» 
lature. An addrefs conformable to the fpeecb 
havmg been moved, a debate arofe on the expref^ 
fions of gratitude to the king, for having diflblved the 
late parliament ; and an amendment was propofed, 
to leave out fuch parts of the addrefs as referred 
to that fubjeft, which was negatived by a great ma,* 
jority. As his majefty's fpeech implied a cenfure of 
the former parliament, and particularly of Mr. 
Fox's Eaft India bill, Mr. Burke undertook the 
juftification of oppofition and the cenfure of their 
^idverfaries, and on the 14th of June made a mo«i 
tion for an addr^.f^ P (^e king, reprefenting and 

viudi* 
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vindicating the proceedings of the laft parlia^ ^5otl' 
ment, and criminating the prefent minifters. The o«-py.^^> 
remonftrance* dwek particularly on the reftitude '^*<* 
and expedience of the late Eafl India bill^ and oa 
the dreadful confequences likely to enfue from the 
difibldtion. Though both the fpeech and propofed 
ftatement were replete with ingenuity, yet the 
main arguments being necellarily a repetition of 
what had been frequently urged before, the 
motion was negatived without a divifion. Firmly 
cftabliflied as the minifter, fupported by the people 
through their recently appointed reprefentatives, ai 
well as chofen by the king» Mr. Pitt was called to 
exercife his talents for performing the duties of fo 
arduous a fituation. Although a year and a half had 
now elapfed fmce the conclufion of peace, the 
contentions of party had hitherto prevented the 
adoption of any effedtual mealures to recover the 
country from the miferable (late to which it had 
been reduced by an expenfive and ruinous war* 
Commerce was ftill ftagnant, the national credit 
deprefied, and the funds, after an interval of peace^. 
at the loweft price of war; the public income^ 
unequal to the expenditure even in its full amount^ 
was at prefent greatly diminifhed by fraud ; and our 

* He faid, he intended his motion as an epitaph on his de- 
parted friend, the laft parliament ; that he h^d, on fome oc- 
cafions, written long epitaphs to the memory of thofc that he 
honoured and refpedted ; and, on the prefent occafion^ he 
chofe to follow the corpfe to the fepulchre, and go through 
the ceremony of faying, *' aftes to afhes, and duft to duft," ia 
fure and certain hope, through the merit of the good works 
of the laft parliament^ that it would have a glorious and 
joyful rtfurre^ioAi and become immortal. 

important 
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^XKxiu' *''*P^^^^^ concerns in India without any effedual 



plan of beneficial arrangement; the country, fo 
sur^oahc fituated, required the efforts of the minifter to raife 
Mrfpitft*" drooping credit j to revive the funds; to promote the 
miniftrybe- juft and beneficial government of India; to improve 
the income, by fuppreffing fraudulent deduftion, 
and by pofitive additions ; to ftimulate the national 
induftry, enterprife, and Ikill, to the higheft im- 
provement of our mercantile capability ; and to pro- 
mote manufadures and commerce, the fources of 
objeds public and private weahh. Such were the objefts 
propoiet to to which, partly the circumftances of the country, 
f^^ and partly the prevalent opinion of the times, called 
the attention of Mr. Pitt, who was juft commencing 
an adminiftration long and important ; in which the 
counfels and conduct of the minifter, whether wife 
or unwife, right or wrong, ftamp the hiftory of thefe 
realms, their dependencies and conneSions^for the 
laft fixteen years of the eighteenth century ; an asra 
more awfully momentous, involving greater and 
more extenfive inter efts of enlightened, energetic, 
and efficacious Man, than any century in the an- 
nals of human nature. 
Hisfirftcf- The fir ft minifterial efforts of Mr. Pitt were 
4wtatd to direfted to finance. Before he preceded to new 
^^^ impofts, or new regulations for the^vancement of 
revenue, he attempted to rend^fthe prefent taxes 
as productive as poffible, by preventing the defalca- 
tions of fraud. He had beftowed very great pains 
in coUefting information refpecling the various fub- 
jefts, modes, and details of fmuggling. The former 
minifters having alfo in view the fuppreffion of this 
unlawful traffic, had in the laft feffion propofed a 

committee 
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committee for inquiring into thofe illicit pra£tices ; ^^xiu' 
three reports were delivered, containing very ample ^^-^- - "^-i^ 
materials ; and Mr. Eden, chairman of the com- '^ ^ 
mittee^ having employed his ufual indudry and 
acutenefs in inveftigating thefe minute and compli- 
cated topics^ had moved the following refolutionj 
declaratory of the refult. That the illicit pradice 
had greatly increafed; the public revenue was 
annually defrauded to the extent of not lefs than 
two millions; and thefe enormities and national 
lolTes merited the early and ferious attention of the 
legiflature. Soon after the meeting of the new par- ^^"^^j^ 
liament, the fubjefts of thefe reports, and of the fmuggUin. 
laws in being for the prevention of fmuggling, were 
referred to a committee of the whole houfe. Oa 
the fecond of June, the chancellor of the exchequer 
moved for leave to bring in a bill for the more 
eflfeflual prevention of fmuggling. The ofajefts of 
the propofition were, to extend the bounds of the 
hovering laws, which had limited the diftance from 
ihore within which feizures could be itnade ; to pre- 
vent (hips from carrying arms, without a licence 
from the admiralty ; fmuggling ihips once captured 
were never to be returned ; fliips of a certain de- 
fcription^ adapted to fmuggling^ were never to be 
built i and clearances were to be regulated, fo as to 
prevent (hips clearing put in ballaft^ and afterwards 
going on the fmuggling trade. In the progrefs of the 
bill, a variety of improvements were fuggefted ; 
and, after confiderable difcuflion. It pafTed into a 
law. 

Among various articles of illicit trade, the princi- 
pal commodity was tea. It had appeared before the 

committee 
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CHAP, committee on fmuggling^ that only five millions 
s^,^^*^ five hundred thoufand pounds of tea wer^ fold annu<^ 
&7<4* ally by the Eaft India company, whereas the an* 
nual confumption of the kingdom was believed to 
exceed twelve millions; fo that the contraband 
traffic in this article was more than double the legaU 
The remedy which the minifter devifed for this 
evilx was to lower the duties on tea to fo fmall an 
amount, as to make the profit inadequate to* the 
riik. In this trade, the rate of freight and infurances 
to the ihore was about 25 per cent., and the infurance 
on the hiland carriage about 10 per cent, more ; in 
all 35 per cent. The duty on tea, as it then ftood, 
was about 50 per cent. ; fo that the fmuggler had 
an advantage over the fair dealer of 15 per cent. 
As this regulation would caufe a deficiency in the 
revenue of about 600,000 1. per annum, he pro* 
pofed to make good the fame by an additional 
window tax. This tax (he faid) would not be felt 
as an additional burden, but ought to be confidered 
as a commutationi and would prove favourable to the 
fubjeft *. But the principal benefit which he cx- 
pefted from this meafur^, was the abfolute ruin of 
the fmuggling trade, which fubfifted almoft entirely 
on the profit of their teas. Another benefit would 
be,' the timely and necefTary relief it would afford to 
the Eaft India company. By this regulation they 

• A houfe (he faid), for inftance, of nine windows, which 
would be rated at los. 6d., might be. fuppofed to confumc 
feven pounds of tea ; the difference between the old duties on 
which, and the new duty propofed, might at an average 
amount to il. $s. lod. ; fo that fuch a family would gain 
by the commutauca 15s. 4d. 

would 
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would find a vent for thirteen, inftead of five, mil- c a a p^. 

XXXIL 

iions of pounds of tea, and would be enabled to ^....ii-^,.<«^ 
employ twenty more large flups in their fervice# "^^ 
This was the bill fince fo well, known under the 
•title of the Commutatio^i Act. 

Oppofition in both houfes denied this tax to be A^noKatM 
commutative : tea, though a commodity of general f^u. 
ufe, (till was an article of luxury ; whereas the ad- 
miilion of light into houfes was indifpenfably necef- 
iary ; and thus all perfons, whether they drank tea 
or not, wete compelled to pay a tax. The gm to 
the company might be confiderable, but mud be 
derived from the people, without any return ; the 
prdfent was a new and pofitive tax, and not a fubfti- 
tttticxi of one for another. This bill was farther 
cenfored, as a meafure of finance ; tea, it was faid, 
was a moft eligible objeft for taxation, which pro- 
duced to the revenue near a million fterling annu* 
ally. If once given up, it could never be recovered^ 
and five times the quantity of tea confumed yearly 
that had formerly been ufed, by the new duty 
would not produce an equal revenue. It was farther 
contended, that it would not affed the fuppreifion of . 
Illicit traffic ; the price of tea on the continent was 
7I per cent, cheaper than at the company's ^les, 
and 5 per cent, was allowed to the company: 
thefe added to the i2t per cent, duty, it was af- 
lerted, would be a fufficient compenfation for all 
the riiks incurred by the fmuggler. Mr, Pitt com- 
bated thefe objedions : he denied that tea was a 
certain and permanent objed of revenue ; the pre* 
fent ftate of finance and public credit did not per- 
mit him to barter a certainty for an uncertainty : 
1 he 
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^xxxiiT" be was obliged to felcfl: an objeft on which he coold 
^■^-^ i "-**^ btiild the mod entire and confident expeflation ; 
'^^ and with the invaluable benefits that would refuk 
from this meafiire to the public, notwithftanding the 
induftry with which popular odium was attempted 
to be ftirred up againft it, he was ready to riik any 
unpopularity which it might occafion. The bill 
was pafled by a majority of one hundred and forty^ 
eight to forty. 
Regulation A third bill was alfo paflfed into a law for the re- 
Bntifli gulation of duties upon Britiih fpmts, and to difcon« 
'*"*'' tinue during a limited time certain impofts upon rum 
* and fpirits imported from the Weft Indies. Thefc 
three bills comprehended the whole plan of Mr. 
Pitt upon the fubje£t of fmuggling, as far as it was 
now fubmitted to parliament. The efftSt of the 
fcheme for preventing contraband trade, including 
feveral improvements which fubfequent experience 
devifed, has been almoft the annihilation of that fpe^ 
cies of fraud, to the great benefit of the revenue * 
and of morals. The commutation ad being mifin- 
terpreted and mifreprerented both by ignorance 
and fophiftical ingenuity, caufed ^ at firft fome dif* 
fatisfadion ; that, however, was not of long conti- 
nuance, and the additional duty on windows came 
to be paid without reluftance. 

Meanwhile Eaft India affairs occupied the atten*- 
tion of the minifter and parliament ; a committee 

• Vifitors of the watering- places, or other parts of tho 
coaft, vrho have convcrfcd with cldcrlf or middle-aged wa- 
termen, or any kind of fea-faring men in thofe places, moib 
have perceived that they confidered fmuggling, heretofore 
their mod lucrative occupation, as having received its death* 
Uow from the hands of Mr. Pitt. ^ 

was 



REIGN OF GEORGE III. ^S 

Xnras appointed to coHeft information} and its re* xxxii/ 
port being prefented, was taken into confideration '--' -"^ 
by a committee of the whole houfe. A bill was preliminary 
propofed, for enabling the company to make a half- SSewUef of 
yearly dividend at the rate of eight per cent, for J^J.f **„j, 
the year, and pafled both houfes^ with confiderable paoy. 
0|ipofition in the houfe of lords, in which it was 
faid that the company\<s affairs could not afford 
fuch a dividend *• On the fecond of July, Mr. 
Pitt introduced a bill for the relief of the company : 
this propoiition was to allow the company a further 
refpite of duties due to the exchequer, to enable 
them to accept bills beyond the amount prefcribed 
by former a£ts of parliament, and to eftablifh their 
future dividends. The propofed indulgence was, 
that the duties now due fhould be paid by inftaU 
ments, at Midfummer and Ghriftmas 1785. The 
principle of the projefted accommodation, was the • 
folvency of the company at the fpedfied terms. 
Mr. Pitt, in fupporting the meafure, informed the 
houfe, that from the late inquiries which he had 
made into the (late of the company's finances, and 
from the very ample and fatisfadory accounts he 
had obtained, he had no room to admit the remotefl: 
idea that they would not, at the period he had 
mentioned, be able to fulfil every engagement. 
India would now enjoy peace, and parliament would 
enforce the aftive occonomy which the prefent ftate 
of affairs fo ftrongly recommended ; a few years of 
tranquillity, and a fyftem of exertion and frugality, 
would render our Indian pofiefiions affluent and pro-* 

♦ Parliamentary Journals. 
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fped of the company's afRiirs, and objected to thtf 



'7^« relief propofed. A queftion was ftarted. Whether 
or not parliament, by authorifing acceptances of 
bills, guaranteed their validity ? Mr. Pitt contended 
that they did not ; Mr. Fox that they did» at lead 
fo far as to pledge the national honour to their re^ 
fponfibility, by allowing the acceptance which they 
had a right to reftrain. The fanAion of parliament 
imprefled the public with an opinion of their good* 
ne&j and eftablifhed their credit. Mr. Dundas 
illttftrated the fubjeft, by reminding the houfe of thi 
drcumftances in which the reftri£lion had origin* 
ated. By the regulating . bill of i773> the public 
were to come in for a fhare in the profits of the 
company : in order, therefore, to prevent the ap* 
propriation of any part of their profits to the pay* 
ment of bills that might be fraudulently fent over 
from India, it had been thought neceflary to re* 
firain the amount of thofe bills ; confequently, when 
a parliament fhould confent to the acceptance of bills 
to a greater amount, it religned, in behalf of the 
public, fo much of the national claim to the divi* 
dends, as was fecured to them by the bill of 
1773. The bill pafied without a divifion. 

Thefe meafures were prepjiratory and fubordinate 
to the bill of the minifter for the government of In* 
dia, which he now introduced, fimilar in obje£): and 
principle to the fcheme that he had propofed in 
January, but more detailed in its provifions, asul 
Bill for the more extenfive in its applications. On the 6th 
jeg^iationof ^f j^j^^ Mr. Pitt propofcd his bill for the better 
regulation of India; in his prefatory oration he 

ilated 



fiated the magnitude of the fubjeft; and" deferibea 
the vaft acceffion of power txrhich the wealth of 
India had for a feries of years added to the empire 
of Great Britain : our former opulence was owing 
fo the prudent management of our commercial 
concerns j and our future hopes depended on the 
judicious regulatioris that were now to. be intro^ 
duced for the government of that country* The 
leading objeft was to corred and reftrain abu&«i 
temedy evils, improve* the condition of Britifli 
India, and thereby augment the opulence and pro- 
fperity of this country, by powers adequate to thofe 
important purpofes, without being fo great as to en- 
danger the balance of the cQuttitution* The bill 
undertook to inftitute a new fyftem of government 
at home, and to regulate the different prelidencies 
abroad j to provide for the happinefs of the natives, 
•and to put an end to th^r mifunderftandings and 
controverfies ; to eftablifli a new judicature for try*, 
ing offences ^committed in India^ and by ftridnefs 
of gover^iment to prevent delinquency. The pro- 
pofed change at home was nearly the fame that has 
appeared in the narrative *. It propofed to leave 
the management of commercial affairs to the com- 
pany, and to veil the territorial poflei&ons in a 
board of control. Abroad, the fupreme council 
^nd governor-geneul were to have an abfolutc 
power of ori^nating orders to the inferior prefiden* 
cies, in cafes that did not interfere with the dtrec« 
tions already received from Britain, and of fufpend-^ 
ing members of the other councils in cafe of difobC'- 

^. • See vol. ill. chap- 31. 
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^joask ^^^' '^^ (nprtme govcrament was reftrained 
*— — *-^ from ofenfire wat or alliances, without orders from 
^^^ homt i the fubordinate rettlements were prohibited 
from forming even defenfive treaties, but with a 
conditional claufe^ which woal4 i^^nder their per* 
tnanency depetideht on the ratification of the go- 
vernor general ; the fervants of the company were 
required to tranfmit accounts of all confiderablc 
mmlaftions to the coondl of Bengal, and the fu- 
preme council to convey fpeedy intel%ence to 
Britain of every important occurrence. In con- 
fidering the comfort and fecurity of the nativeSj ia- 
qoiry was ordered to be inftituted by the diflferent 
prefidencie^ into the expulfions of hereditary 
farmers, and the q>pr^ve rents and contrtbutbns 
that might have been extorted ; and meafures were 
direAed te^ be employed for thar relief and future 
iruiqufllity. Various regulations were added^ re* 
fpedmg the debts of the nabob of Arcot, and the 
rajah of Tanjore, to private individuals and to the 
company. The bill further required an examina* 
tion mto the different eftabliihments of the prefiden* 
cies, for the purpofes of retrenchment, and an 
annual report of the fame to be tranfmitted to 
Britam. The propoiition alfo contained both the 
defcription of delinquency, and the judicial efla* 
blifliments for its cognizance and puniihments. 
Crimes committed by Engliih fubjeds in any part 
c£ India, were made amenable to every Britifh court 
of juftice, in the &me manner- as if they had been 
committed in our immediate dominions. PreientSt 
except fuch as were merely ceremonial, were for- 
bidden to be received, unlefs by a counfellor at law, 

. a phyf 
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a phyfidaa, a furgeoB^ or a chaqriun^ under die fie* ^^^j^* 
naltyQfcoiififcad(moftbe|M^efimf,aQd8aad<ikk)fi^ i^^.^iW 
fine, s^ the cfifcretbn of the court. Difobedieuoe ''^^ 
of <»der8^ unkft abfolutely ne€effiur]r»aod pecuniary 
tranfa&bnsj contrary to the interefts of the com* 
puiy» vere declared tabe high crimes and mifde- 
meanors. Hie company were forbidden to iafer« 
fere in favour of any perfon legally condemned of 
the above crimes^ or to employ him in their fervice 
for ever* The gov^nors of the fevend prefidendea 
were empowered to imprifon any perfoii fufpeded 
of illicit correfpondence, and to fend him to En* 
gbnd if they judged it nece0ary. Every perfon 
icrving in India was required, within two months 
^er his return to England, to deliver in upon oath 
to the court of eicchequer, au inventory of his real 
9nd perfonal eftates, and a copy thereof to the court 
of diredors, for the infpe£tion <^ the proprietors ( 
and fliould the validity of the account be doubted, 
on any complaint to that eS[e& made by the board 
of control, the court of directors, or three pro« 
prietors pofiefEng India ftodc to the amount of 
10,000 1. conjunctively, the court of exchequo: 
were required to examine upon oath the perfon ac« , 
^cufed, and to imprifon him until he ibould have 
fatisfitdorily anfwored interrogatories. Negledor 
concealment were to be puniihed by the imprifon* 
ment of the defendant, the forfeiture of aU his 
i^tes, both real and perfonal, and an incapacity 
pf ever Jk^y'mg the company. Fc^* the mom fpeedy 
Vhd eSeftual profecution of perfons in Great Bri« 
tab, ch$irged with primes comoxitted in India, a 
4XHm ym e&ibliibed^ to ccmfift of three judges, no* 
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idinated rcfpcQively by the chancery, king's befich^ 
and common pleas, four peers taken from a b'ft of 
twenty.fix, and fix commoners from a lift of forty 
(the lifts to be chofen by ballot from their refpeftive 
houfes), a certain number of whom fhould be 
fubjeft to peremptory challenge both by the pro- 
fecutor and the defendant. The judgment* of the 
court was to extend to imprifonment, fine, and in- 
Capacity of fetving the company. Such are the 
Outlines of Mr* Pitt's legiflative, executorial, 
and judicial arrangement for the government of 
India. 

• Oppofition reprobated the bill, on the grounds 
of infufficiency for the regulation pf India, and 
dangeroufly extendingthe patronage of the crown. 
Many objedlions were alfo made to particular 
daufes ; the new tribunal was faid to be in truth 
a fcreen for delinquents, fince no man was to be 
tried but on the accufation of the company or the 
attorney-general^ he bad only to conciliate go- 
vernment, in order to attain perfeft fecurity. The 
obligation to fwear to the amount of property, and 
the powers granted to the courts of enforcing in* 
tferrogatories, tended to compel perfons to criminate 
themfelves, and were modes of inquifitorial pro- 
ceedings unknown to the fubjefts of thi« iflarid. 
It was confidently denied that there was any necef. 
fity for fo alarming a departure from the eftablifced 
principles and praftice of the conftitution ; aiid it 
Vras therefore prefumed that it could have been 
done with no other than a corrupt view, to draw 
the rich and powerful fervants of the Eaft- India 
company into a dependence upon the crown for 
8 its 
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its protcftion. Mr. Fox dir^^edthe forge of his chap* 
eloquence againft this meafure of his , riral. ** It ^ — ^ 
prepares (faid the orator) feeblenefs at ho'me by a V^'^ 
divifion of power ; if there be a receipt, a noftrum, 
for making a weak goTernroent, it is by giving the 
power of contriving meafures to one, and the nomi- 
nation of the perfons who are to execute them to 
another. Theories that do not conned men with 
meafures, are pot theories for this world ; they are 
chimeras with which a reclufe may divert his fancy, 
but not principles on which a ftatefman would 
found his fyftem. But, fay the minifters, the ne* 
gative provides againft the appointment Qf. improper 
officers ; the commiffioners have a negative^ there* 
fore they have full power. Here then is the comt 
plete annihilation of the company, and .of the- fo 
much vaunted chartered rights. The bill is a 
fcheme of dark and delufive art, and takes away 
the claims of the company by flow and gradual fap.. 
The firft afTumption made by the minifter, is the 
power of fuperintendance and control j and what is 
the meaning of this power ? Does it mean fuch a fu- 
perintendance and control as this boufe poffeffes over 
minifters? No; for this houfc has not the power of 
giving official inftruftions.. It is to be an aftive con- 
trol, it is to originate meafures ; and this is 'the. next 
ftep. At laft, to complete the invafipn, orders may. 
be fecretly conveyed to India by the commiffioners, 
at the very moment they were giving their open c6un-( 
tenance to inftruftions to be fent from the direclora 
of an opporu.e tendency. To fuffer fuch a fcheme • 
of dark intrigue will be a farce, a. child'^ play, and 
does not def^rve the name of a government, To thij 
; ^3 progref- 
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progreffive and underhand fcheme» I peremptorfty 
objed. If it wete right to veft the powers of the 
2784- tourt of diredors in a board of privy counfellors, at 
any rate it fliould be done openly, A great nation 
ought never to defcend to gradual and mfidious en- 
croachment. Let them do what they wiQied for 
explicitly, and ibew the company, that what they 
dare to do, they dare to juftify/* 
ArruDesti The miuifter declared his conviftronj, that the or- 
dinary courts of juftice were inadequate to the cog*^ 
tiiltante of Indian delinquency ; and that there were 
many crimes committed there, for which the com* 
ftion law. had provided no redrefs : at the fame time 
he did not concdve^ that the principle on which h< 
proceeded was fo totally unknown in the jurifpru- 
dence of this kingdom ; it was recognifed in the 
whole code of martial law. As to the influence of the 
crown, he trufted he had fufficiently guarded againft 
any fucfa apprehenfions, by the mode direded for 
the conftitution of the new court of judicature. 
The whole plan was efficient to every good purpofe^ 
and guarded againft the evil which muft have re- 
fulted from the fcheme of Mr. Fox. The biU 
pafled both houfes by very great majorities. 

In the charaAers of Mefirs. Pitt and Fox a diver«> 
firy has been remarked, which may perhaps account 
for a ftriking difference in their refpe£live fyftems* 
Energetic as Mn Fox is in power, he is not always 
proportionably guarded and confiderate in the 
exertions of his faculties; hence, though his 
judgment be exquiiite, his aAually exerted difcri- 
mination does not uniformly keep pace with 
the ftrength of bis invention : Mu Pitt, on the 

othey 



REIGN OF GEORGS m. 23 

ether handt powerful as he is in force, is extremely ^^^^/^ 
circumfped and difcriminate, as to^the extent and '.^^^^^ ^ 
bounds of operation moft conducive to the purpofe. coijfltfoii 
Mr. Fox, adopting a principle in iifclf right, often ^^^^ 
adopts it too implicitly, and carries its application to a fuiting from 
greater extent than the exad cafe juftifies. Mr. Pitt ^^^t 
much more accurately fixes the line of demarcation, ^'^^^^ 
which the principle with the exifting cafe requires* 
The India bill of 1783, confidered in relation to > 
certain ends, was ably, ikilfully, and effeAualiy d6> 
viied; but attending to* efficacy, its author ne- 
gleded control. The wheels ftrongly conftruded» 
but wanting the dragt by the force and rapidity of 
their motion, might have overturned a^d cruflied 
tiit conititution. The plan of 1784, in forming t 
power for fpecific ufe« guarded more cautiouily 
9gainft eventual abufe* 

During this feffion, the Weftminfter ele^on oc- Debate on 
cupied confiderable attention; a fcrutiny having ^faftlr^ 
been granted by the high bailiff, at the inftance of ^^ 
fir Cecil Wray, the unfuccefsful candidate, its le* 
gality was queftioned by Mr. Fox ; according to 
that gentleman, the ele£Uoa ought to have been re* 
ferred to a committee, under Mr. Qeorge Grenville's 
bill. The difcuffion produced an aftonifhing dif- 
play of legal ability and knowledge, both from Mr> 
Pitt and Mr. Fox ; when the quedion was put, the 
arguments of the former were found to have pre* 
vailed, and the fcrutiny was ordered to be con* 
tinned. 

A very humane and equitable meafure was this Mr.Dttndat 
feffion propofed by Mr. Dundas, indeed equally HZf^^J^ 
meritorious as a fchcme of individual juftice and J^I^Valtei. 

C4 national 
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CHAP, natiotaal policy: this was the reftoration of the> 

XXX] r 
vj^^-s^^ eftates forfeited in the Scottifli rebellions to 

'7«4. the reprefentatives of the fufferers. He enlarged 
on the wifdom and juftice of the principle, and ad* 
ducing the opinion of a Chatham as an authority in 
favour of his arguments, he quoted the celebrated 
paflage in one of that illuftrious orator's fpeeches, 
which defcribes the merits of the Scotch high- 
landers. He drew an aufpicious omen from 
refle£ting> that the firft blow had been given.- 
Ahwis the profcription by the earl of Chatham; and 
S«p«rpofe. ^»ft^» ^ha^ *e remains of a fyftem, which,, 
whether dilated at firft by narrow views or by 
found policy, ought certainly to be temporary, 
would be completely annihilated under the admini- 
ftration of his fon. 

He made the panegyric of perfons under this pre* 
dicament, who had diftinguiflied themfelves in the 
lad war. He faid there was not one of thofe hmu 
.lies, in which fome perfon had not atoned fer the 
errors of liis ancedors, and fpilt his blood in his 
GOimtry*s caufe ; and he would boldly affert, that 
the fpirit which had rendered the inhabitants of the 
highlands difaffe£ted to the prefent government, 
had long fmce difappeared, and that the king had 
not at this moment a fat of more loyal fubjedls in 
his dominions. It would be magnanimity to treat 
them like true and faithful fubjefls, and cancel for 
ever the offences of their anceftors ; nor would the 
liberality of the proceeding be greater than its policy: 
The fpirit of emigration in the highlanders was fuch, 
that nothing could extinguiih it but the return of their 
long loft patrons, and the aflfedion -and -reverence 

which 



REIGN OF GEORGE III. 25 

vrhich the inhabitants of that part of the ifland felt» chap,. 

. XXXII« 

for their natural lords. It was- obvieus, that a pro- ^.^.^^^^JJ 
perty held for the benefit of the public, was not fo '^^fh. 
well managed as if pofleffed by private proprietors : 
the reftoration of the eftates would tend very much 
to the improvement and profperity of the country. . 
The bill experienced fome oppofition in the houfe 
of lords ; the objeftions proceeded not from the 
fubftance, but the latenefs of the feafon, and the 
form in which it was introduced ; all thefe, however, 
were over-rulcd, and it was pafled into a law. 

Mr. Pitt found himfelf neceflarily engaged in the labours or 
laborious bufinefs of winding up the accounts of the inveftigatio^ 
war, and was compelled, by the burden of floating IccouniT 
debt, and the general ftate of the national finances, 
to negociate a loan, though in time of peace ; 
but as this meafure was obvioufly unavoidable, in. 
order to make the terms as favourable as poflible,. 
inftead of granting enormous profit to private or 
political favourites, he difpofed of it to the bell 
bidders. The fum borrowed was fix milh'ons : sappiiet 
the taxes were chiefly upon articles of accommoda- 
tion and ornament in drefs, furniture, and equi- 
page, or portage, by the reflriclions of franking, 
with fome additional duties on liquors. The prin- 
ciple of impoft with which he fet out, was to bear 
as lightly as poflible on the poorer clafles : befides Loan and 
this loan, there was a large debt unfunded, chiefly 
in navy and exchequer bills, and ordnance deben- 
tures. Of thefe fix million fix hundred thoufand 
pounds were funded, and the reft neceflarily de- 
ferred to the following year. On the 2d day of 
Auguft, the feflion was ended, by a fpcech from the 

throne j 
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CHAP, throne, in which his majefty ezpreffed his warmeft 
s^.^s.^'^m^ thanks for the eminent proofs exhibited by parliament 
>^^4* of zealous and diligent attention to the public fervice. 
The bappieft eflFe&s were declared to be ezpeSed 
from tile provtfion made for the better government 
of India, and from the inftitution of a tribunal fo 
peculiarly adapted to the trial of offences committed 
in that diftant country. The fovereign oblierved 
with great fatisfadion, the laws which were paflfed for 
the prefervation and improvement of the revenue. 
He applauded the zeal and liberality with which the 
houfe of commons had provided for the exigencies 
of the ftate, though he felt and i^retted the ne« 
ceffity in which their exertions originated. A defi« 
nitive treaty, the king informed the houfe, was 
concluded between Britain and the States-general ; 
and the afpeft of affairs, as well as the pofitive affur* 
ances from foreign powers^ promifed a continuance 
of general tranquillity. 
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Britain refumes her attention to the affairs of the continent, --^ 
State of foreign powers* — Situation and views of Catha^ 
rine, — Charaifer and condu^ of the emperor J^eph, — Ca^ 
tbarine courts his alliance. — Treaty between tbefe princes* 
-'^Catharin/s invafion of the Crimea, ^^ Seizure of that 
country."^ Meafures of internal imprvoement, — // is the 
interefl of Ruffia to culivuate amity with Britain, — Catha^ 
rinis conduEt to Britain not confiftent with her ufual 
wifdomtz-'-^Refonning projeSls of the emperor.^^SuppreJJion 
of religious orders, — Schemes of naval and commercial ag* 
gran^fement.'^Dif mantles the fortrejfes of the Nether-' 
lands, — Propofes to open the Scheldt, — The emperor prefers 
his claims, — Arguments on both fides, -^JoJepVs allegations 
entirely tontrary to juflice, — The Dutch prepare to defend 
their rights, '-^Rttjjilt ft^ports the pretenjions of the emperor* 
^"^Pruffia and France unfriendly to the empsrot^s demands* ' 
-^Britain dij^fed to proteB Holland, — Britain* sfpeedy re^ 
covery from thf evils of war, — Flourijbing commerce,'--^ 
Mifcellaneous occurrences, — Death of doBor Johnfon^ and 
afiort view of literature and fcience at his deceafe, — /i«- 
Provements <f the prefent age in natural philofophy and 
chemiflry* — Invention of air-balloons, — A/cent of Lunardi 
from the Artillery^ground, — General aftomfl^ment of the 
metropolis at this phenomenon. 

fOR the laft twenty years, England had been fo c h a ?. 
much engaged in her own inteftme and colonial .^^f-lj^ 
diflenfions^ and afterwards with the American war „ .^i}^ 
and Its confequences, that Ihe beltowed much lets fua>esber 
attention on the general concerns of Europe, than XhT^Sntii 
%% any former period of her hiftory fincc the'revo- |,^^°'^ 
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w-K^-^ adminiftration, while recovering her internal pro- 
'^^^' fperity, Ihe refumed her importance among foreign 
nations. During the remaining, portion of our 
narrative, her interefts became fo interwoven with 
thofe of continental powers, that the general ftate 
of Europe mufl occupy a larger (hare of the hiflory 
than has been hitherto neceffary. 

State of To- The emprefs of Ruffia had not been engaged in 
any great war fince the peace concluded in 1774 
with Turkey ; fhe never thelefs was aftively employ- 
ed in fchemes of external aggrandizement, as well 
as of internal improvement. Catharine's objedls 
were to extend over Germany, and her more north- 
ern vicinity, her influence arid power, fo much 

si^oatmn mcrcafcd by her acquifitions in Poland ; on the 

CathlTn!/ other fide to make herfelf miftrefs of the Turk|fl> 
empire, through the extent of coaft which flie 
fliould then poirefs on the Euxine and the Mediter- 
ranean : in addition to her maritime territories. in the 
north, (lie propofed to attain a commercial and naval 
eminence, proportioned to her territorial power, ra- 
pidly increafe the value of her immenfe'dominions, 
and become decidedly fyperior ib evjery other fo.ve- 
reign. The end was grand, nor were the means ill 
adapted. At peace herfelf, (he had carefully furveyed 
the circumftances, fituation, and charadler of other 
ftates and princes. As the fupreme obftacle to ma- 
ritime exaltation would be Britain, the confederacy 
formed againft the miftrefs of the ocean was con- 
fanant to her wilhes, dnd, without open and direft- 
hoflilities, (he endeavoured to promote its fuccefs. 
This, naturally produced a conneftiqn between het 

and 
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and France, the ancient allv of Turkey.' the chief chap. 

' . > xxxTir 

objetl of CathaTine'a ambition. The fagacious em- c.-^^^ 

preft, penetrating 'into the charaQers of other ^^84^ 
princes, availed herfelf of eirher their ftrength or 
weaknefs, and applied to their ruling paflions to 
gratify her own. The kihg of PruQra, (he well 
knew, fhe never could render an inftrument for ef- 
feAing her putpofes, thougli (he might procure 
him as a co-adjutor when co-operation with Ruffia 
fuited his own. She was aware that he would 
inftantly dire into her defign^, and effedually ob- 
ftruft them if they were likely ever remotely to 
interfere with his interefts. Befides, in her prin- 
cipal fcheme, his co-operation could not direflly 
advance her defigns^ even if he- were fo difpofed. 
From the fituaiion and power of his dominions, 
the emperor would be the mod effeftual auxiliary; 
and to his perfonal character, fhe did not doubt (he 
CQuld apply with fuccefs. Jofeph was fond of dif- charafler 
tindlion, without the means of acquiring it by ofthrem- 
great and meritorious qualities. Ardently defirous ^'^ ^^ 
of increafing bis power,^ without folid and vigorous 
capacity to gratify his favourite paflion, he was one 
of thofe fecondary charadters, buftling, bufy, and 
aflive, which in all ages and ranks have been ef5- 
cacious tools, moved and guided by fuperior ability. 
Jofeph, (he well knew, from his power and vicinity, 
would be a moft ufeful inftrument in ^her defigns 
upon Turkey, either of encroachment, which (he 
at the time meditated, or of fubjugation, which 
though at a more diftant period (lie no lefs firmly 
intended. That (he might the more readily win over 
Jofeph to fecond her views, in the year 1780 ilie 

requefted 
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CHAP. requdM a perfonal confereoce j tbey met at Mo* 

^! ^^^ . hilof, and there Catharine dioroaghly c<xifimied the 

^7^^ opinion which fhe had conceived of bis abilities and 

charafter, and after having impreffed him with the 

higheft opinion of her own genius and accompliOi* 

ments, (he appeared to make him the repofitory of 

Catharine }xer oioft fectet defigns. She reprerentedtohim the 

•uianee^ advantages that would accrue to both empires 

from a clofe political uni(m; and the prafticability 

that, by fuch a conne&ion, they might (hare the 

fpoils of Turkey, and each acquiring both an exten« 

five and productive accefSon of dominions conti* 

guous to their relpcftivis territories, their concert, 

when fo increafed in power, would enable them to 

dired the affairs of the German empire. Joiieph 

very readily acceded, both to the expediency of the 

objed, and feafibility of the plan. It was agreed 

that Catharine ihbuld return to her capital^ and 

that Jofeph, after making a circuitous tour through* 

the Ruffian provinces^ (hould repair to Peterf- 

^iTl^SL ^^'g'^^ There they more completely digefted 

their fchemes, and a firm alliance was eftabli&ed 

between the two imperial fovereigns. 

catinnBe'a Catharine found that from the late ceffions in 

SVolLet. Turkey fhe derived great and rapid advantages ; 

ber commerce on the Black Sea daily extended its 

progrefs i the Ruffian veflels paiTed the Dardanelles, 

and went to traffic at AleppOi at Smyrna, and 

in the Italian ports. By fo great and increafing 

benefits, the defire of Catharine was inflamed to 

extend the kind of pofTeffions from which they 

arofe. The Crimea, fo well known In andent fai£. 

tory and poetry as the Taurica Chafonefus, the 

fcena 



REIGN OF GKORGfi IIL 31 

feene of exqtiifite tragedy, is a peninfula which c ha P. 
jpro]e&B into the Euxine from the Palus Moeotis, or v.,^.»-i j 
the fea of Azoff. This country, celebrated for its *7»4- 
f<nrtiliry and commercej and filled with populous 
towns and cities, was formerly a dependency upon 
Turkey, and had been, at the laft peace, declared 
to be a neutral principality, under one of the Tar- 
tarian khans, or chieftains. The emprefs ftudioufly 
fomented diffenfions between the ruling prince and 
his brother, a pretender to the fovereignty, expe^tiog 
that the former, wfadm (he profefled to favour and 
proted, would implore her af&ftance, and thus aflFord 
a pretext for fending Ruffian troops into the Crimea. 
The Tartar folicited the aiitftance of Catharine, 
as that ambitious princefs defired. The emprefs, 
iecure of meeting no interruption from Jofeph, and 
weItk|K)wi&g the feeblenefs cf the Turks, invaded 
tbe peainfula with a powerful army, ftill profei&ng 
that her intention was to relieve tbe khan. She 
left htm the (hadow of power ; but taking all the 
ftibftance to herfelf, flie became abfolute miftrefs of 
the Crimea. Having afcertained the fuccefs of the ^^^^ ^ 
iniquitous invafion, 0>e published one of thofe ma^ thatcouocir. 
ntfeftoes, in which modern aggrelTors and conquer- 
ors render due homage in words to that juflice and 
reditude which their actions are grofsly vio^ 
lating. In this curious monument of imperial rea- 
foning file affirmed, that her fucceifes in the late 
war had given her a right to the Crimea, which 
from her fincere defire of peace ihe had facrificed 
to the wiffies of- the Ottoman Porte; th;ait (he had 
propofed the happinefe of the Crimeans by pro« 
curing to them liberty and independence, under ' 

the 
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CHAP, the authority of a chief elefted by thcmfelv6s» 
V-A-..-W But thofe benevolent wifhes had been grievoufly 
•»724- difappointed : revolt and rebellion had arifen ; to 
fupprefs which, and reftore tranquillity and happi- 
nefs, from the fame philanthropic motives (he had 
been induced, at a very great expence of money and 
lofs of troops, to interfere, for the beneficent pur- 
pofe of preventing the recurrence of fuch evils ; 
and had undertaken, once for all, the firm refolution 
of terminating the troubles of the Crimea. The 
meafures which (he had employed, the manifefto 
farther affirmed, were alfo intended to perpetuate 
the peace between Ruffia and the Porte. In this 
bountiful difplay of virtue, feeking the temporal 
comforts of its objeQs, Catharine did not forget 
their eternal happinefs, and promifed her new fub^- 
jefts a full and free toleration of their religion* 
The Turks were extremely enraged at this ufurpa- 
tion of Catharine, but did not at that time conceive 
themfelves ftrong enough to commence hoftilities. * 
Meafures of Meanwhile the emprefs was engaged in improv- 
ing her own country, and in connefting herfelf 
more clofely with Jofeph. In purfuing the former 
of thefe objefts, (he promoted manufadtures, trade, 
voyages, and expeditions of difcovery ; particularly 
for exploring the refources of thofe dominions which 
were remote from the metropolis, and not under her 
own immediate infpeSion. She endeavoured as 
much as poflible to facilitate communication between 
dillant parts of Ruffia, and efpecially by water 
conveyance. She had projefted to open a naviga* 
tion between the White Sea and the Baltic, by a 
line of canals which fhould join the gulph of Fin* 

land. 
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land, the lakes of Ladoga and Onega^ and the c h a p. 
river Dwinai, and thus fave traders with Archan« ^-^,>^ 
ffel the dangerous voyage round Cape North; '7«4*' 
but on a furvey of the interjacent country, abound- 
ing with rocks and mountains, the fcheitie was 
judged to be imprafticable. She attempted to 
eftablifh an intercourfe between her eaftem and 
wefterri dominions, by opening a canal between 
£he Pruth, which fells into the Wolga, and the 
Mifta, that communicates by lakes with a river 
which fells into the Baltic, that fo there might 
be a commercial traffic carried on between the 
maritime regions of Europe, and the inland re* 
cefles of northern Alia.} and this great defign was 
fiiUy accomplifhed. ^ 

The policy of RuflSa refpefting foreign alliances, 
was of much more quedionable wifdom, than her 
fchemes of internal improvement. The former 
pfinces of Mufcovy had uniformly cultivated a clofe 
intercourfe with England ; defirous of naval and it ,-, the io. 
commercial aggrandizement, Catharine conceived* ^^j,^ 
that the trade and maritime power of Britain wWwte 
were the chief obflrudions to her own, and from Britain. 
tliis opinion rather difcouraged than promoted 
imity with tbefe realms. Were a perfon in private 
fife to obferve, that it is the intereft of venders of 
commodities to cultivate a clofe connexion with 
their beft cuflomers, he would be charged with 
advancing a felf-evident propofition, which no man 
in his fenfes could deny, either as an abftraft 
truth, or as a prudent rule of condud. Un* 
deniable as it is, yet Catharine was not guided 
by this principle* The commerce with England is 
' Vol. IV. - D effential 
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c.H^A p. cflential to Ruffia. No merchants with fmalTer 
v-ii— -*!. capitals, or lefs commercial fpirit than the Englifli^ 
»724- ^yill or can advance fuch fums of /money long 
^ before the period of return, to invigorate the 
inanufaclures, employ the people in a wide and 
poor country, and enable the fmall traders to bring 
their goods to market from remote diftridts. 
Without this application of Briiifli capital, induftry 
ceating to be productive, trade and manufa<^ures 
would languifli, and all the efforts of Catharine for. 
ftimulating the induftry of her fubjefts', muft be* 
?ome lefs valuable, in the proportion that her policy 
decreafed the £ngli(h market. Moft of the articles 
* 'that her dominions could fupply, might be procured 

' from America ; and fhould repiilfive conduft drive 
Britain from Ruffia into other channels of import, 
it would be a lofs to her commerce, which from no 
other fource fhe could compenfate. Never could, 
or can, Ruffia profit by difagreement with England. 
Her coftdua Influenced, however, in this important inRance by 
ntt confirt- narrow and unavailing jealoufy, inttead of her ufual 
ufiaTw^l**' enlarged policy, (he conduced herfelf inimically to 
dom, the nation with which it was her chief intereft ta 

maintain the ftrlfteft friendfliip. She continued to 
cultivate an amicable correfpondence with FrancCj^ . 
and the clofeft union with Jofeph, whom fhe ar- 
dently feconded in fchemes which now occupied the 
chief attention of Europe. 

Since the year 1781, Jofeph II., by the death of 
his mother the emprefs- queen, had been the fole 
fovereignof the Auftrian dominions; and being now 
free from reftraint, fully exhibited that character 
which was before difcovered by the difcerning, but 

had 
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bad not yet been dirplayed to the world. Pofleffing 
lively but fuperficial talents^ the eitiperor was ex- 
tremely defirous of fame aiid diflin£tion. Without 
original genius to concert great fchbmes, Jofeph was 
the creature of imitation^ and had formed himfelf on 
the model of the king of Pruffia, as hi as his con- 
ception of that extraordinary charaifler rteched; 
Among many objeds which called forth the exer- 
tion of Fredericks aftonifliing powers, two princi- 
pally occupied his attention ; the acquirement of 
produdive territories, and the improvement of allliis 
pofleflions, according td their phyfical^ political, and 
commercial refourcesi including the advancement 
of the general character of his fubjeds. His efforts 
ably, fkilfully^ and conftantly direfted to one or 
both of thefe objeds^ had been fo fuccefsful as to 
raife Pruffia from being a fmall and fecondary prin*' 
cipality, to the firft rank among the powers of Eu- 
rope. Jofeph attempted both to improve and ex- 
tend the.Auftrian poiTeiTions; his means did not^ 
however, bear much refemblance to the defigns of 
his archetype* Frederic direfted his effotts to in^ 
creafe national profperity in its various conflituents 2 
whatever opinions he himfelf might have formed 
on the fubjed of religion, he was far from judging 
it expedient to interfere with the eftablifhed 
notions of his fubjefts, or to fubvert any of thofe 
eftabliQiments, which, either in themfelves or by 
habitual aiTociations^ cherifh fentiments of piety^ 
the fureft fources of both the private and public 
virtues which exalt a people. If he was a deift, 
he did not apprehend that his fubjefts Would be 
the fitter without religion for either defending or 
D 2 improving 
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CHAP, improvm? his dominiofis. Like ttianT others of no 
^.^.^v^ great talents, Jofeph cofilidered indifference to te^ 
*7S4- ligion as a fource of diftinftion; he was oftetitatious 
in infidelity, and wiQied it, under the name of libe- 
rality, to fpread through his territories. Onemeafure 
which he adopted, was certainly in itfelf equitable ; 
he difclaimed all dependence in fecular affairs on the 
poptfof Rome: he juftly deemed it totally incon- 
fiftent with the rights and dignity of an independent 
foverelgn, to acknowledge fubordination to a fo- 
reign J)rieft. The emperor greatly increa&d tolera- 
tion in the various parts of. his dominions, and in 
general extended religious liberty to Jews and all 
other fefts and denominations. So far his policy 
appeared wife and liberal ; but counfels and a6i:s 
Tight in themfelves, may be wrong as part of a ge- 
neral fyftem. The emperor was a reforming fro* 
jedar^ and in the ardour of his 2eal for change, 
supFreffion Very far exceeded expediency : the fuppteflion of 
4rd«s'**"*" - the religious orders, and confifcation of their pro- 
perty, were the principal objedts of his innovating 
plans. In 1782, he iffued imperial decrees for fup- 
preffing monafteries, convents, and every fpecies of 
religious fraternities or fifterhoods, and took pof- 
feffion of all their lands and moveables. A com- 
miffion was eftablifhed for the adminiftrdtion of the 
fequeftered eftates and effefts, which were fo confi- 
derable, that the mofl moderate calculators fup- 
pofed that the emperor could gain four ot fiv^ 
millions fterling by the reform *. Annual ftipendi^ 

were 

* The celebrated Mirabeau makes the following obferva- 
tions upon thefe changes :— The internal revolutions wiicli 

the 
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were allotted for the maintenance of the reformed chap. 
abbots, abbefles, canons, canonefles, monks and ^^.^-v.-^.^ 
nuns, which were in fome degree proportioned to '^s*. 
their refpedive rank and condition; but it was 
heavily complained, that the portions were fo fcanti* 
ly meafured, as to be fhamefully inadequate to the 
purpofe. A reform, involving in it fuch an extenfive 
r9bbery, was by no means applauded by diftin- 
guifhing and wife men, as confiflent with either 
juftice or' found policy. X^c fpoliation rendered 
the whole meafure more particularly odious than 
it otherwile might have been ; and whatever meaps 
were at home employed to ftifle complaint, they, 
could not reftrain the cenfure of foreigners upon . 
the conduft of this prince. Many conceived that^ 
his objefl: was to plunder the church ; that the pil- 
lage (inftead of being applied tcJ any ufeful or be-, 
nevolent purpofe) was intended merely fb^ the^ 
fupport of his ambitious proje&s; and that he had^ 
concerted with Ruffia, plans of mutual co-operation^ 
in order to aggrandize both powers. The fituation^ 



the emperor h*» effected in his doajinions have been -greatly* 
applauded ; bu( what ;a number f^f objections might be 
brought againft thefe eulogiums ; at leaft, the panegyrifts of 
Jofeph the Second ought to teJl us what juftice they find 1131 
driving a citizen from the profcffion which he has embraced, 
upder the {motion o£ the laws. I will tell them plainly, 
tl^at there is as much injuiUce in expelling a friarf or a nifn,, 
from their retreat, as in turning a private iQdiyidual out of 
Jiis houfe. DefpUe the friars as much as yourwill? but do 
not peHecute them ; above all, do not rob them ; for we 
ought na& either to perfecute or rob any' man, from the 
avowed ^ch^ift down to U^e moil credulous cap,uihui« 

Pl of 
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of maritime Europe had afforded to the Auftrlan Ne^ 
therlands mercantile benefit, which inrpired JofepU 
HU fcbtmes ^^^ ^^^ hopcs of acquiring naval and commercial 
rf aivAi and importance. The war that p^rvjided w^ftern Eu- 
aftrr^BdUe. rope had transferred from Holland to Auftrian 
Flanders and ^rabant that immenfe trade, which^ 
through the canals and great Germa^ rivers, Eng- 
land carried on with the eaftern and northern 
countries of the continent. The benefits which the 
Netherlands derived from this tranfit of fj^ great a 
commerce, were flill forther increafed, by the pecu«p 
litr circumftances of the naval war in which Britaia 
was involved : attacked at once in every part of the 
world, England was frequently under the neceflity 
of abandoning the proieftion of Jier European 
commerce, that her foreign fleets might be fuf- 
ficiently powerful to cover her very numeroy^ 
diftant poffefQons; and Britiih merchants v^^re 
obliged to ufe foreign veffels for the conveyance of 
their goods. From the operation of thefe caufes^ 
Oftend became a general mart of all the neutral 
as well as belligerent ftates ; and fuch an influx of 
trade >^as carried into that city and port, th^t even 
early in the war it reached a degree of opulence and 
commfercial importance, which it never before en- 
joyed, OT was expefted \o attain. The fpint of 
mercantile adventure was T?pidly diffufed through 
the Auftrian Low Countries j the defire and hope 
of acquiring immenfe riches univerfally operated ; 
Bruflels itfelf, notwithftanding the habitual eafe and 
love of pleafure incident to its fituation, and the lon^ 
refidence pf a court, could not efcape the infedion i 
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and many of its inhabitants, who had never before chap. 
engaged in commerce of any kind, now laid out all ^-v*^ 
their ready money in building (hips. The citizens '^^^' 
of Antwerp regretted the lofs of their former trade, 
riches, and fplendor ; and conceived hopes of th^ 
poffible recovery of thofe valuably advantages. 
Indeed, the fpirit now excited was fo prevalent, that 
the ftates of the Netherlands prefented a memorial 
to the emperor, requefting that he would take 
meafures for the re-eftablifliment of that port^ 
Meanwhile the growing opulence of Oftend wa$ 
immenfe ; the limits of the city became too narrow 
for its inhabitants, and the buildings were not fuffi- 
cient to cover the immenfe quantities of merchan- 
dize, of which it was become the temporary depo- 
tory : traders and fpeculators continually arrived to 
participate fuch benefits, and rapidly rifing popula* 
tion was in proportion to the fudden flow of riches. 
Elated with unexpefted profperity, the inhabitants 
Kttle regarded the circumftance in which it origi- 
nated, and forgot that, as the caufe was tranfitory, 
the effeft was not likely to be permanent. Such 
was the ftate of affairs and fentiments in the Ne- 
therlands when the emperor arrived in June 1781 
^t Oftend: ftruck with the flourifhing' condition 
in which he found this port, imprjeffed with the 
exulting hopes of the inhabitants, and devoid of 
that comprehenfive fagacity which could diftinguifli 
between fpecial and general caufes, with the precipit. 
^ancy of fuperficial reafoners, he concluded that the 
profperity which was then prevalent muft always laft. 
Jn his tour through the Netherlands he beftowed the 
D 4 gre^teft 
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CHAP, greateft attention upon merchants, and every objcft 
y.^^^^ connected with merchandize. Arrived at Antwerp, 
'7^4. he in his conduft exhibited views of interfering ii* 
the navigation of the Scheldt. He went down that 
river in a boat, as far as to the firft of thofe Dutch 
forts, which had been ereded to guard the paflage, 
and to fecure to the ftates the exclufive command 
of the river^ he had the depth of the channel af- 
certained in feveral places, and he firiftly examine4 
all the obftruSions of art and natiire which tend- 
ied to impede' its navigation. Jofeph had alfo 
farther obje£ls in view, which he thought the fitua- 
don of Holland, weakened by her impolitic war 
with her natural ally, would enable him to accom* 
plifii. 

At the conclufion of the fucceflion war, as many 
readers muft know, the principal fortrefles of the 
Auftrian Netherlands werp depofited in the hand$ 
of the Dutch, for the mutual benefit and fecurity 
of the court of Vienna and themfe}ves ; and while 
they formed a powerful barrier tq pover the terri- 
tories of the ftates, they were to bg garrifoned an4 
defended by them, and thus ferye- to obviate the 
danger apprehended from the powei: and ambition 
of France. During the weaknefs of Auftria in 
the beginning of Maria Terefa's reign, fce derived 
iconfiderable advantages from this treaty ; but noyr 
that he was become fo powerful, the emperor 
thought himfelf fully competent to proted and 
defend his own dominions, iand, being matter of 
great armies, he conceived that he did not want 
fortreffes to impede the progrefs of an enemy. 

Thinking 
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Thinking it derogatory to his own honour^ z% ^xxxlit' 
well as to the dignity and poy?er of the empire, *.^^-v-<*j[ 
th^t a great number of t^is principal cities ■^*** 
and fortreiTea ihould be garrifon^^ ^n^ 2\t his 
own expence, he propofed to refuiR^ the baft 
ripr. To juftify the intended nae^fure, h<; 
{|ated that, in the laft lyar jp^t^^en Auftria 
and France, the Djuich h^ fl^ewn tfeepafclve^ in-. 
capable of maintaining the fortre0!es} that, bp- 
fides, the ft^te of affairs was no^ fo ^ntireljr. ^ 
altered, that none of the caufe§ ot fOQUves wl^i^h 
ougiT^^y oper^tfsd to the ^ftjiblilhflient of tkf: 
barrier, ^ny longer exiftfd. Frapc^ wftisad oi* 
bdng the common enemy^ as tln^n, yn& now t^* 
common friend of bo^h parties; her a^nbitioA vm. 
no longer dangerous, and if.it w^re^ was. dire^ed 
toother obj^ds; tl^e emperor and fte were nxu* 
tpally boun4 in the ftriQitfi • zn^ deareft tiea of . 
^i^ndihip and blood. On tthe fide of Holland, 
Jt was alleged that Auftria wa$ iiidebted to Britwi 
• and the St?ites-gener?il for the p^^flfeffion of the tow 
Countries ; and that, as thefe \Fere 'the great leaders 
in the fucce(Son vfdXj they compelled France and 
Spain to cede the Netherlands to Auftria. The fet* 
tlement of the barrier was the only compenfation to 
Holland for all thefe fervices, and her immenfe ex- ' 
pences of blppd and treafure, to place the grand- 
father of the prefent emperor on the throne of 
Spain. Befide;, being a direct breach of treaty 
and violation of faith, the propofed meafure would 
be a fhameful dereliaion of every fenfe of pafl: 
fervice and obligation j and the feafon chofen for 
irs acpomplilhment, under the prefent embarraflfed 

and 
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CHAP, and deprcffed ftate of the republic, would render it 
v^— >.^.-i. ftill more difgraceful. Thefe arguments, however 
*7*4- ftrong, were of little avail againft the power of 
Difmantitt Jofcph ; and the Dutch were compelled to yield.' 
o/tbrNeT* The emperor difmantled the fortreffes ; and thus 
thcriaads. Hollaod, through her folly in going to war with 
England, was ftripped of her barrier, for which 
Ihe had often and vigoroufly fought. Her moft 
valuable refources being exhaufted by war, that' 
unhappy country had the additional calamity of 
being torn afunder by faftions ; peace had neither 
reftored vigour and unanimity at home, nor repu- 
tation and importance abroad : on the contrary, 
their civil diflenfions were every day increafing in 
magnitude and virulence. The fadion hoftile to 
the ftadtholder, and connected with France, w^s 
now become fo ftrong, that no fufScient counter- 
poife remained in the ftate, to reftrain the excefs 
and violence incident to the predominance of 
political parties. The emperor made various claims 
upon the Dutch frontiers, and did not want pre- 
texts that gave a plaufible colouring to meditated 
He propofct injuftice. But of all his claims, the moft diftreffine: 

to open the •' , ^ 

Scheldt. to Holland were the claims upon the city and 
country of Maeftricht, the entire and free navi- 
gation of the Scheldt from Antwerp to the fea, and 
a free and uninterrupted commerce to the faftories 
^ of Holland in both the Eaft and Weft Indies- The 
Dutch alleged, that the emperor claimed all the 
benefits which were derived from their colonies in 
the New World, and their cpnquefts and fettle-? 
ments in the Eaft, being the fruits of much hard 
adventure, great rifque, and advance of treafure, 

Qi 
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of numberlefs treaties and tiegotiationSy and of ^xxjfin' 
many fevere wars through the courfe of near two ^^*"*->^'— -^ 
centuries. The rights of the republic, and par- '^'^* 
ticularly her exclufive fovereignty of the Scheldt, 
had been confirmed, and guarantee'd to her by all 
the treaties which fecure the political exiftence of 
Europe. The claim upon Maeftricht was founded 
upon obfolete pretences ; important as the place 
was, however, it was only a matter of fecondary 
Goniideration, and altogether fubordinate to the 
Scheldt. The aiTertion of the emperor was founded ^"•JJ^"^ 
on what he called the natural rights of countries fides, 
to the navigation and benefit of a river which ran 
through his territories ; whereas the pofleffion of 
Holland refted on pofitive and fpecific compad. A 
recurrence to the original rights of man, the Dutch 
juftly contended, would deftroy thofe focial agree* 
ments between individuals and political conven* 
tions, which conftitute and fecure all private and 
public property. Such a principle, pradieally ad- 
mitted, would unlqoie every bond that unites man- 
kind, throw them into a ftate of nature, and render 
the world a chaos of confufion and diforder. How- 
ever juft tbefe arguments were, the emperor paid 
no regard to reafoning fo oppofite to his ambi- 
tious views. He faw in feveral conceffions the fears 
of the Dutch, and trufted'that thdr dread of his 
power would make them defift from the mainte- 
nance of their own rights* The moral principle, teJ^J*^* 
indeed, of his conduft was very fimple : the Dutch «iitJi«iycoa. 
are weak, I am ftrong ; I intend to rob them of juflke. 
|heir property, and they will be afraid to refift. 
lax\kh belief, he tri^d the experiment, by equipping 

two 
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c H A p. two veffels, of which one wag to proceed down the 
s-^.^^ ' S(:hpI4t (rom Antwerp to the fea, and the other up 
'7*^ the river from the fea, on its cpurfe from Oftend to. 
that city. Thec^ptaiz^ qf the former of thefe was 
furniQiedwith written orders from theemperor»com« 
mandipg hiqi to proceed in the brig Louis^ from Ant- 
\|rerp ?long the S(:heldt into the fea, and exprefisly 
forbidding him and his cr^w to.fubmit to any deten- 
tion, or to aqy ^;(i;»mination whatever from (hips 
belonging to the f epublic^ which he might meet in 
the river, or in any manner acknowledge their au- 
thority. The iinperial ihip pafied the Lilu and fome 
otbfsr forts without examination^ but falling in with 
^ Dtutch cutter that ient a boat wi|h an officer 
tp the vefiel from Antwerp, the imperial captain 
tpld the Dutchman, that hb was ok his pas- 
sage TO THE SEA J and that his inftrudions for- 
bid bis holding any parley whatever with the officers 
or (hips of the United Provinces. The cutter now 
coming up to the brig, the imperialift quoted the 
inftTu^ions of his mailer, and refufed to give 
20Ay further fatisfadion, perfevering to iail towarda 
the fea. The commander of the cutter en- 
treated, threatened, and employed every means to 
induce the other to defift from conduft which 
would neceiTarily bring the affair to a crifis ; but find« 
ing his eflforts unavailing, he determined to prevent 
fuch an unjuft and infolent ufurpation. He fire4 
firft powder without ball, but at length poured 
a bioadfide, and threatened with the next difcharge 
to fink his opponent if he continued refraftory : the 
impcrialift, feeing it was vain to contend, relinquiflied 
his objed. The ihip from Oftend wais no \e(% 
• diiap^ 
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difappomted in the expedtatiofts 6f gettirig ufedif. chap. 
puted up the rivet. The eriipfel^or pretended to L—v-^ 
confider this fpirited defence df their own right, '^784- 
as an aggreflion otl the part cf the Dutch. The 
imperial ambaflador was recalkd from thfe ftagui', 
and an army of fixty thoufahd ttien was urider orders 
and in preparation fot iharthirig from the Auftrian 
hereditary dominions to the Netherlands. The troops 
which were already there, amounted to about flxteen 
thoufand men ; great trains of artillery, and all thfe 
other apparatus of war were in motion. Exhaufted TheOutch 
as they were by the war withEngkhd^ the Dutch difexi" their 
made very vigotous preparzttions j they employed "^^''' 
agents to hire troops from Germany ; and at home 
they exerted themfelves in r^cniiiing the troops, 
ftrengthening the frontiers, and putting the pofts 
and garrifons in the beft pofture of defence. They 
prepared for the laft refuge which the nature of 
their country peculiarly afforded, and refolved to 
open the dykes and lay the Flat Countries under 
water. While they were thus making prbvifibhs for 
hollility, they endeavoured to appeafe Jofeph by 
reafonable and equitable expoftulation j . though 
they were very far from being difpofed, they faid, 
to go to war with -th^ efnpefor, they were bound 
by all the laws of nature, of nations, of juftice, and 
of reafpn, not to permit a violation of their dearefl 
and mod incontrovertible right?. 

Ruffia was at this time clofely connefted with Ruflia rup. 
fhe emperor,* ftiid thoiigh fiie had lately fought the ^euVfions 
alliance of Holland, and made the republic the tool "^'^^ 
of her ambitioaiajthe armed neotrality^ fhe now 
warmly and openly fecojided the pretenfions of Jo- 
' ^ I » feph. 
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feph« Carharbcy in a letter to tbe king of PruCt 
fia, roundly afierted that the Dutch were in the 
wrong, and the emperor equally jofl:, moderate^ 
and difinterefted. The amount of her reafoning 
was, that the law of nature gave the Aufttian Ne- 
therbnds the exclufive right of the navigation of the 
Scheldt, and that the Dutch, in quoting fpecific 
treaties to fupport their claims^ manifeHed an avx* 
dity which was notorious and blameable in every 
refped. Nothing well founded ((he faid, in the 
conclufion of her letter) can be alleged in favour 
of Holland ; therefore (he merits no affiftance from 
any foreign power. The confequences which thefe 
republicans are drawing upon themfelves by their 
obftinacy, mud be fubmitted to the moderation of 
the emperor alone : I am firmly refolved to aflift 
his pretenfions with all my Und and fea forces, and 
with as much efficacy as if the welfare of my own 
empire wa$ in agitation. I hope that this declara^ 
tion of my fentiments will meet with the fuccefs 
which our reciprocal friendfhip defer ves, and which 
has never been interrupted •. Thefe maxims of 
imperial ethics were not more contrary to the 
moral judgment of impartial individuals, clearly 
apprehending and fairly eAimaiing right and 
wrong, than the imperial politics of both the fo-« 
vereigns were to the obvious interefis of neighbour* 
ing potentates. The king of Pruffia, it was forefeen, 
would not be an idle fpedator of fuch an accef- 
fion accruing to his rival. France, for her own fo* 
curity, would protect Holland againil fo formidable 

* See tranilaiion of this Letter in tke State Papers,^ >7^4» 
page jjS2* 

^ ' a neigh-* 
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a neighbour, and was not without farther induce- char 

XXXIII 

nients to oppofe the emperor^ even (hould adaal ^.^.^^^--J 
hoftilities be the confequence* To the arms of *7^ * 
France the rich provinces of the Low Countries 
were moft likely to have recourfe, efpecially now 
that the fortrefles on the barrier were demoliflied. 
Not with (landing the affinity between the royal fa- 
milies of Vienna and Verfailies^ his moft Chriftian 
majefty made very preffing remonftrances to the 
emperor ; he juftified the condud of the Dutch, 
and urged his imperial majefty not to perfevere in 
violating thefe important rights, which were fo 
folemnly fecured ; he hoped the emperor would 
defift from efforts, which would caufe fo general 
an alarm among his neighbours ; and other powers 
would think themfdves obliged to take fuch prcr 
cautions and meafures as circumftances and events 
might require. The king himfelf muft, in that 
cafe, be under the neceffity of aflembling troops 
on his frontiers, and could not, by any means, be 
indifferent to the fate of the United Provinces, nor 
fee them attacked by open force in their rights and 
poffeffions. The remonftrances of France made no 
imprelfion upon the emperor ; he confidered the 
free navigation of the Scheldt as an incontrovertible 
right, which was fubjeft to no difcuffion or queftion. 
The Netherlands was faft filling with his troops, 
and winter only retarded hoflile operations. 

Great Britain obferved all thofe proceedings Britain is 
with a watchful eye, but did not commit herfelf p^tXhe 
by any hafty declaration. The views of the Eri- Ho*iun4 
tifli cabinet were great and extenfive; it was 
planned, to fecure Holland from the aggreffions of 

» her 
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CHAR her nrighbours, and to detach her from a con-^ 

XXXIII. . . 

\-^>^ neftion with France* This projeft, howevef,. wad 
^^**- then only iri cohtempldtJon, being by no meafts fit 
for executmn. 
Britain re^ Britain was now recorerififf fail from the dif- 

covers from • rr r % % . • 

the diftreflTes treflcs of the war ; tradfe was reviving j by the pre- 
vention of fr^aud the revenue was becoming much 
jnore produdHve ; and induftry and enterprife were 
again roufed by the rekindled hopes of fuccefs. So 
lately drooping, this country now raifed her head ; a 
benignant feafoh 2tdded to the improvements of her 
condition, and in prefent comfort the people foon 
Forgot recent diftrefs : profpefls of returning pro- 
fpqrity opened, and the people were fatisfied 
with government, whofe meafures they expefted 
Would gie^tly increafe and accelerate private and 
public profperity. The great demands of our diftant 
pofle (lions, precluded during the war from regular 
iand fufficient fupply, forded a very large vent for 
the prpdudions and acquifitions of Britifh induftry 
and fkill. The Americans too, communication 
being again opened, eagerly flocked in queft 
of Britifh wares, the fuperior excellence df which, 
compulfory difufe had only imprinted the more 
deeply on their minds. The reftored iflands of the 
Weft Indies furniflied a coirfiderable market for 
6ur commodities ; the want of which, while under 
the dominion of our enemies, they had fo fenfibly 
felt. The fettlemcnts alfo which remained in 
our pofleflion, had been but fparicgly provided 
while hoftile 0eets hovered on their coafts, and not 
yet having fully recovered from the fcourge of the 
hurricanes, called for a great portion of our merchan- 
dize. 
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dize. Of our foreign fettlements. tfie chief vent chap. 

• XXXlil 

after the peace was the Eaft^ in which the fuppljt v^^^z-w 
had not been by any means fo liberal as the wants ^7^^ 
of Britifli India required ; but dating this, and foiqe 
years after the war, the outward trade of the com-i 
pany very far exceeded the ufual periods of peace *j 
Our commerce with our late maritime enemies of 
Europe revived, although it was eafily feen that fyf- 
tems might be formed, refpefting every branch of 
trade, which would render them much more pro* 
duftive. 

This year England loft one of the brighteft orna- Mifcciiancj 
pents that had graced her literary annals dtrring a r"nces?*''" 
fcentury, with Which he was almoll coeval. In De- 5j*l^.**^ 
cember 1784, died Dn Samuel Johnfon^ in the rmi, aoda 
76th year of his age, after a long and tormenting S'TlJrt^ 
illnefs, which he bore with fortitude and refignation^ !!?bb ae^ 
worthy of his other virtues* Litetary biftory af- ««&. 
fords few inftances of fuch a combination of intel« 
ledual and moral qualities as conflituted the eharac- 
ter, and prompted and guided the efforts, of Samuel 
Johnfon. An underftanding perfpicacious^ power- 

• *Hiis great and general benefit to fkllful and judicious 
&dv0ntorers> as well as to the public, wus iftttended with 
partial evili in the ruin of tKoie traders/ who did not diftin- 
guifli the real nature of the cafey and who confounded tens* 
porary with general caufes. Finding that very large profits 
had been made by a variety of articles during the firft voy- 
ages after tbo war, not a few of the company's officers in 
the ihipping fervice> and their connedion at home^ carried 
out inveftments of the fame kind, until they glutted the 
market and loft their former profits^ and from their mif- 
judging cagernefs of avarice completely defeated their own 
pufpofes and became balxkrupts i but fkilful and able tradefs 
continued to realize forcunes. 

Vol, IV. E ful, 
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^ M A p. ful, and Gompreheniiye ; an imagination vigorMf^ 
K^^sr^^ fertile^ and brilliant ; and a memory retendve, accu- 
«7«4- rate, and ftored with valuable knowledge, were 
uniformly direded to render mankind wife, vir« 
toons, and religious. The mod foccefsful and 
beneficial exertions of this illaftrious fage were 
exhibited, in philology, criticifm, biography, and 
ethics. On fubjefts of language, Johnfon dif- 
played fcience as well as knowledge ; he not pnly 
colleded whgcSy but inveftigated principles; ap- 
plying and modifying general analogies, accord- 
ing to the circumftances of the particular cafes, he 
extremely enriched the Englifh tongue> and im* 
proved it Sn precifion and force. The ftyle which 
bis precept and example formed, bore the ftamfx 
of his mind and habits, being lefs diftinguifli* 
ed for elegance and delicacy, than for perfpicuity 
and ftrength : his expveffion, however, was perhaps 
not the mod ufeful as a general model, becaufe its 
excellence depended on its conformity to his vigor- 
ous fentiments and thought. Since the time of 
Ariftotle few have equalled Johnfon as a critic^ 
either in principles of eftimation, or in adua% ap« 
pretiating defeft and excellence. Surveying mo- 
dels rather than confidering ends, many critics of 
diftinguiflxed acutenefs and knowledge of literature 
conceived that meritorious execution confifts in re- 
femblance to certain celebrated performances ; but 
thefe, juftly and highly applauded, do not include 
every poffible means -of deferving applaufe. Dif- 
regarding mere ufage and authority, Johnfon fol* 
lowed nature and reafon : in rating the value of a 
Shakefpeare, he did not efteemthe mode of Grecian 

arrange* 
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ajTangemcnt the criterioxi of judgment, but the \^^J' 
exhibited operation of paiHon, fentiment, and cha- v^v^. 
rafter, and its conformity to real life. He ellimated ^^^. 
works of imitation by their likenefs to originals^ 
tombined with the importance of objedk and diffi* 
culty of delineation. As a biographer, Dr. John- 
fon is unequalled ; he indeed poffeffed the higheft 
requifites for that important fpecies of writmg: 
he thoroughly knew the conftituiion and move- 
ments of the human underftanding and will ; was 
intimately converfant with the kind of circumftances 
in which his fubjefts afted ; and the ufual and pro- 
bable operation of fuch caufes : he completely knew 
their individual hiftory, comprehended their cha- 
rafter, and had the power of clearly conveying to 
others, and forcibly impreffing, his thoughts, opi- 
nions, and conceptions. Though the molt valuable 
ethics are diffufed through all his works, yet two of 
his produftions are more peculiarly appropriated to 
thde fubjefts. His Rambler (hewed more of man 
in his general nature, as he himfelf fays of Dryden ; 
his Idler, as he fays of Pope, more of man in his 
local manners. His Rambler was the work of a 
profound, comprehenfive philofopher; his Idler, 
of genius and learning experienced in life: the 
iorttier defcribes men as they al\»^ays are, the lat«- 
ter as they then were in England. It may be 
eafily and obviouily objefted to the political writings 
of Johnfon, that they were by no means equal 
in either knowledge or wifdom to his other produc* 
tiom. A whig zealot might exclaim againft the 
high-church bigotry, theological intolerance, and 
wbimry politics of this great man, as a tory sealot 

£ 2 might 
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c H A ?. might depretiatc Milton, becaufe a puritan and re-* 
c^.^-^ publican ; but the impartial obferver, making allow-* 
x7^4. ance for human infirmittes, will fee prejudices and 
unfounded opinions totally outweighed by tran* 
fcendent excellencies. The hiftorian of the prefenr 
reign, if he narrate the truth, after balancing the 
good and the bad, muft admit that few either lived 
or died m it of fuch great and beneficially direfled 
wifdom as Samuel Johnfon. Befides the vaft accef- 
fion of knowledge and inftruftion accruing to man- 
kind from the individual efforts of this extraordinary* 
man, his converfatlon and writings ftimulated and 
formed many others to meritorious compofitions^ 
The difciples of the Johnfonian fchool, whatever 
might be their feveral diverfiiies of ability and cha- 
rafter, have written to promote religion, order, and 
virtue. Having made fuch important additions to the 
general mafs of information and inftruftion, he 
taught by precept and example the mod efficacious 
proceffes of reafoning,and thefurcft teft^f truth ; he 
exhibited the clofe conneSion between clearnefs of 
conception and precifion of expreffion, and afforded 
jnaterials an-d principles of thought and .judgment^ 
with diredions and examples for efljmatjng fairly, 
^and conveying ideas and fentiments wiih clear- 
nefs, force, and effeft. Scholars of moderate talents, 
who neither evince depth of refleftion, vigour of 
invention, or brilliancy of fancy, are now accurate- 
^ .compofers, and competent eftimators of literary 
merit. Through Johnfon, refpeftabie mediocrity 
.of ability and learning has been prompted and ea^ 
^led to dired its patient and induftrious .^iForts to 
itbc iifeful purpofes, not only of juft- oriticifm, but 
. . loyal 
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loyal md patriotic, virtuous and religious^ incuU 
cation. Perhaps, however, the literary efforts 
of Dr. Johnfon may have been more i)enefici2vl '7*4. 
to other writers, than to his own particular affo- 
mtes ; from the latter, they come to the world 
ttndured with his particular prejudices ; among 
the former, they have often diffufed unalloyed por- 
tions of his general wifdom and virtue* 

As the death of Dr. Johnfon is an epoch kk 
the literary hiftory of the times, it may not here 
be unfeafonable to give a .(hoxt fleet ch of literacy 
efforts at this period. . The American war. bad 
produced a vaft niultiplicity of political p^m* 
phlets, of which, thosugh the greater number were 
of only a temporary intereft,/yet fome, from :tb<t 
ability of the writers, the importance of the prin^ 
dples, and the receptions of the dodrines, were of 
much more permanent confequence. Two men 
of confiderable talents and high reputation en<^ 
gaging in this controverfy, broached opinions of a 
very unconftitucional tendency: thefe were, Doftors 
Richard Price and Jofeph Prieftley, gentlemen who 
from nature and ftudy poffeffed the means of pro^ 
moting, to a great extent, the benefit of fociety^ 
were difpofed to ufe their talents for thofe merito- 
rious purpofes, and had aftually employed them 
with very great fuccefs, in certain paths, to the good 
of mankind ; yet ^ere now aftive in exerting thcoi 
in purfuit of obje^s^ or at lead in inculcating docr 
trines of a very injurious tendency to the exifting 
eftablifhments. With genius competent to any fub- 
jeft of literary or fcientific inveftigation, ,and 

E ^ deeply 



U HISTORT OT THE 

CHAP, deeply fldllcd in calculation. Price had pcculU 
^.^p-v^ ^^^y diftinguiflied himfelf by inquiries into popular 
^7^ tion, and by financial rerearch. Prieftley, by hia 
y difcoverics in cbemiftry, eleftricity, pneuoiatics, 
and fubje£l8 relative to thefe^ had made valuable 
additions to phyfical knowledge and fcience, both 
for theoretical contemplation and praflical ufe« 
Thefe two philofophers were diflenters,and diffentera 
of a cla& which has generally carried difient beyond 
theological opinions, and has incorporated politics* 
Men, at once able and ambitious, if they happen to 
find themrelves in a minority, very naturally feek 
to render that minority a majority. la fituation$ 
of peace'by making converts, as in fituattons of war 
by making conquefts, afpiring leaders feek power« 
From calculations and from chemical rdearches. 
Doctors Price and Pricftly betook themfelves tq 
politics, and to theological controverfy, which was 
intended to minifter to politics; adopted the hu 
fionary theories which the profound wifdom of 
Locke had not prevented from pervading his opio 
nions in politics, with many of the hypothetical 
comments which had joined them in the courfe of the 
century: thefe they inculcated as the juft conclu* 
iions of political wifdom> and the proper rules for 
political condud;« Befides the treatifes already 
mentioned, they published various works, which 
refined on Locke's fiction of a focial compad, and ' 
teprefented every fyftem of government as necef^ 
farily bad, that had not originated in a conven-« 
tion of men aifembled for the purpofe of forming 
a eon(litutk>n ; confe^uently, as 05 exifting got^ 

vcrnment 
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wrnment bad li^isen fo cqnftituted,^ concluding ihzt, ^J^^.^f^ 
every eftablifhed polity was neceffarily unjuft. So V....-V- 
far as thefe fpeculatio^s wer^ merely e^^ercifes of '7S4< 
metaphyfical ingenuity^ they might be accounted 
innocent paftimes ; but whether intended or not to 
be harmlefs, they certainly were not defigned to 
be inefficient; they were mod induftrioi^ily cir- 
culated by the fecondary inftruments, which , in the 
literary as well as the political world, are in 
fuch numbers ready to repeat even the errors of 
conceived genius ; and by the authors themfelves^ 
among thofe who were mpfl: difpoffd. to take 
their aflertions as arguments. Price, though coui 
flant in bis principle, was more defultqry and oc^ 
cafional in his operations: eminent in certain 
departments of learning, Prieflley had attempted 
to grafp at every fubjeft of human knowledge^ 
and, in the midfl: of his endeavours at univer- 
fallty, direfted bis principal efforts towards one 
great objeft, the fubverfion of the ecclefiaftical 
eftablifhment. It is now obvious, by confidering 
the whole feries of his conduct, that he had early 
formed the defign of overturning our hierarchy, 
which he himfelf afterwards acknowledged with 
triumphant exultation for the imagined fuccefs. 
Prieftley appeared to have proceeded on the foU 
lowmg principle : '^ I, and a minority of this na^ 
tion, do not approve of any eftablifhment, efpe* 
cially of the church of England, her conftitution 
and dodlrines, fupported by the majority of the 
nation ; as we, z/maller number^ with not more than 
our own proportion of ability and property^ can- 
not agree with th? greater number, we mud 

£ 4 make 
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CHAP, make tiIem agree with our creed*.*' Seeking 
<.,^-^,-^ the downfal of the church, Dr. Prieftley formed 
^7^4- a plan, confifting of two parts ; the firft to attack 
the articles of her faith, the next the muniments 
of her eftablifhment. The former part of his 
ftheme, which was indeed preparatory to the lat- 
ter, at prefent chiefly engaged his attention. For 
feveral years he had been ftrenuoufly labouring to 
overturn the Chriftian doftrine of the Trinity 5 
this being an article of faith, which the greater 
number of Chriftians, and cfpecially thofe of the 
church of England, deem eflential to the gofpel, 
guid confequently to every eftablifljmcnt by which 
the gofpel is cheriflied. An attack upon fo funda-* 
mental a part of our religion, wa$ by no means aq 
impoHtical movement ; nor was it carried on with- 
out great dexterity. In adducing the common ar* 
guments of often exploded fophiftry, his genius 
gave to tritenefs a colour of originality, and to 
fuperficial declamation an appearance of prpfpund 
reafoning, which, on many even of thofe not borne 
down by the authority of his nanie, made a very 
ftrong impreffion. While the generaliflimp of 
herefy was himfelf thus employed, he had diftri- 
buted his officers and troops with great flvill in differ^ 

. • It muft be admitted by any liberal friend of the church, 
on the one hand, that if Dr. Prieftley confcientioufly in» 
tended the temporal and eternal happinefs of his country - 
jnen, and not his own aggrandizement, he was morally jul;- 
pfiable ; but a liberal diffenter, on the other hand, muft ad- 
jnit, that all thofe whofe opinion was different, whether 
moriilifts or ftatefmen, were equally juftifiable in ijnpugiiipg 
Jjis arguments and repelling his attacks. 

3 wi 
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tnt polls arid pofitions, according to his knowledge ^^^^^^ 
of their abiltty, (kill, and zeal for the caure. Our ^ — y^^ 
ecclefiaflical eftablifhment, however, did not want a *^^ 
defender^ who was at once ardent, able, and well- 
provided with the means of guarding the church 
againft the aflailant. Dr. Samuel Horfley brought ant 
acute and powerful mind, difciplin^d and formed by 
fcience, and ftored with general and theological 
learning, to fupport the faith which he had embraced, 
and the venerable body of which he was a member. 
The Unitarian controverfy, which for feveral years 
maintained by mifconftruing ingenuity, and re-affer* 
tion of often-confuted arguments ; by obftinate itera- 
tion of fophiftry on the one hand, and oji the other, 
by plain interpretation, deduflive reafoning, fair in^P 
ference, and firm adherence to pofitions fo founded ; 
pow occupied a great (hare of lettered efforts and 
attention *• Controverfies arifing from fome parts 
of Gibbon^s hiftory were' alfo .very prevalent: the 
author, however, engaged little in the difputes; he 
was perfevering in his able, learned, and approved 
work, in which, though the pious mud difrelilh the 
antichriftian tendency of feveral parts, and the 
acute may difcover aflertion without proof adduced 
to fupport favourite notions, yet every reader of 
judgment, comprehenfion, and philofopbical and 
political knowledge, mud: allow that it is an illuf« 
trious .monument of induftry and genius, which 
lightens rea(lers through the darknefs of the middle 

♦ The Retriews of thtfe years had more than one half ©f 
their writings occupied pit^^r witb this controverfy, or the 
politics gf the d^jf 
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ages, and <»btbU$ man in various ftagcs of dsdiaing 
todctjf until he terminated in barbarifin, and, 
*7^^ regenerating, began to return cowards civilization* ' 
Another hiilory had at this time jvtfl: appeared^ 
that embraced periods much better known to every 
clailical reader; but though it recited tranfac* 
tions with which every literary man was well ac« 
quaintedt it prefented new and profound views, 
unfolded caufes, and marked operations and effeAs, 
that even intelligent and learned readers had not 
before difcovered. ' The philofophical pen of Fer- 
guifon rendered the affairs of the greateft people of 
antiquity the ground- work of the deeped and mot^ 
expanded moral and political fcience; to teach 
manHind that, wifdom, courage, enterprise, anci 
IHilly uniformly and conftantly exerted in the vari* 
cus departments of a political fyftem, elevate a na-? 
tion as they exalt an individual, and that; folly and 
^ vice overturn the fabric which virtue and wifdon^ 
had raifed. Works of an inferior fpecies to hif- 
tory, though purfuing the fame objedt, travels and 
voyages, much increafed oqr knowledge of the in- 
terior and civil condition of various countries, with 
which our acquaintance before had been chiefly 
confined to geographical outlines and political re- 
ktions. The travels of Meflrs, Moore, Wraxal, 
Coxc, and others, into various parts of Europe, not 
only afforded apiufeinent and entertainment, bqt 
knowledge of mankind. The voyages of the 
renowned circumnavigator, captain Cook, which 
difplayed human nature in a light fbewing at once 
its varieties and imiformity, were a pleafiog and 
interefting acceffion of literary novelty. 

Phyfical 
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Phyfical knoivledge and fcience w^e majung chap. 
rapid advances, while, from former difcoveries of v„«».v^ 
philofophy, invention and experienee were faft edu- ^ '^^ 
cing arts which adminiftered to tike purpofes of life. vacmoftH 
Doftors Black and Watfon were perfevering in their fn Mtlli^* 
chemical purfuits^ and powerfully contributing to andchl!!*^ 
the elucidation of fubje&s, curious to fpec^ilative, °^^9* 
and ufefulto praftical men} with which, through 
the abilities and labours of fuch men, followed by 
many others of patient reiearch and ufeful induftry^ 
who were employed in experimental detail, th^ 
public is now become fo converfant. 

The immenfe improvements of the prefent age, invefitxm^r 
in the general analyfis of material fubftances, and **' * ^*"^ 
particularly in the application of chemiftry to the 
qualities of air, produced abovt this time an inven- 
tion that aftoniflied mankind, by an artificial phe* 
nomenon, which ^appeared to realize the fable of 
Daedalus; and to find a paflage for man through 
the air. Eminent philofophers of the iixteenth 
and feventeenth centuries from the qualities of 
air had inferred the pra£licability of fuch an un- 
dertaking, but did not explore the means. The 
difcovery was referved for the ingenuity of two 
French manufacturers of paper at Annouay in 
Pauphiny, Meflfrs. Montgolfier. Thefe gentlemen, 
obferving the afcent of vapour or fmoke in 
the atmofphere, concluded that the general prin- 
ciple was the afcent of air rarified by abforption, 
and that it mud afcend until it arrive at air of fuch 
a tenuity as to prove an exad; equilibrium. On this 
reafoning ^hey conIlru£ted a globular machine of 

paper 
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CHAP, paper and fine filk, covered with elaftic gura ; la 
C^,-^ fliort, of the very lightefl: terrene materials. This ball,* 
vh* being about thirty feet in circumference, was raifed 
to a confiderable height, merely by applying fome 
lighted combuftibles to an aperture at its lower ex- 
tremity. If fo fmall a power of rarified air could 
raife fuch a weight, a proportionate increafe mud 
raife a proportbnably greater weight ; hence it was 
found, by extending the experiment, that a ball of 
linen of 23,000 cubic feet* in dimenfion^ being 
moved by combuftibles, would lift about five hun- 
dred weight. Montgolfier foon after prefented 
the experiment at Paris ; a (heep, a cock, and a 
duck, were placed in a gallery next the balloon, 
and returned without hurt. On the 23d of No- 
vember 1783, two human beings adventured to 
^ffay an element hitherto unexplored by man. The 
marquis de Landes and monfieur Diofier undertook 
this extraordinary navigation: at 54 minutes pall one 
o'clock, the machine afcended into the air before an 
irhmenfe numLer of afloniftied fpeclators. When 
it had reached 250 kez, the intrepid travellers 
waving their hats faluted the wondering crowd : 
the aerial navigators were foon beyond the reach of 
difcernment from the earth, but the ball itfelf 
was feen towering towards the confines of sether. 
The travellers having found their experiment fuc- 
cefsfiil, agreed to defcend by gradually leffening the 
application of air, and arrived fafely in an open 

• About twcnty-ciglit and a half, to ^ figure cxadtly cu* 

field 
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field at fome diftance from the city*. The event chap. 

' XXXIII 

of this experiment with rarified air, encouraged v^^^^v-O 
farther trials ; Monfieur Charles, the profcffor of »784* 
natural philofophy at Paris, fuggefted the improve* 
ment of ia6amniable air, inftead of rarified. la 
1784 the experimenr was tried in. England by Mn 
Lunardi, an Italian gentleman. On the 15th of Afcentof 
September, this gentleman, about five minutes after J'^m^J^j 
two o'clock, afcended from the artillery-ground, be- Anuicry 
fore 150,000 people, who were collefted in the 
places immediately adjacent : many of the other in- 
habitants of London and the environs were gazing 
from the houfe-tops ; bufinefs of every kind appeared 
to be fufpended, and every ray of thought converged AftomA- 
into one focus ; in fliort, Lunardi and the balloon ^^ro^i^* 
occupied general converfation. The Iky fortu- «th*"P*»«- 

" ' Domenon. 

nately was without a cloud, fo that his afcent above 
London was clearly perceived from a diftance of 
many miles around. The balloon took a northerly 
diredion : at half paft three, Lunardi arrived at 
South Mimms, where he defcended on a common ; 
but again raifing himfelf, he proceeded in the fame 
direftion, and afterwards defcended at Waref* 

Various 

• In an epilogue to a play exhibited at Weftminfter foon 
after this experiment, there was a verle containing the fol- 
low ing pun on this Gallic iiivention : 

" Quia propria Gallo plus levitate valet ?*' 

" W ho caA furpafs a Frenchman ia appropriate levity ?'• 

f The following paflage is quoted from Lunardi's written 
account of his own voyage, obfervations, and feelings, when 
from th€ aerial heights he looked down upon the Britilh me- 
tropolis : — " When the thermometer was at fifty, the effeft of 
the atmofphere, and the combination of circumflances 
around, produced a calm delight which is inexpreffible, and 

which 
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CHAP. Various balloons were afterwards launched, in 

x^^^^^r^ Britain and other parts of the worlds and many 

*7H* ^reatifes were publilhed> endeavouring to demon- 

ftrate tbe important advantages which might arife 

from this invention, but none of them have been 

hitherto realized. 



.which no fituation on earth could give ; the ftillnefs, extent, 
and magnificence of the fcene rendered it highly awful ; my 
horizon fbemed a perfeft circle ; the terminating line federal 
hundred miles in circumference. This I conje^red from 
the view of London, the extreme points of which formed an 
angle of only a few degrees ; it was fy reduced on the great 
fcale before me, that I can find no fimile to convey an idea 
of it. I could diftinguifti St. Paul's and other churches from 
the houfes ; I faw the flreets as lines, all animated with be* 
iBgs whom I knew to be men and wom«n, but which I 
flumld otherwife had a difficulty in defcribing ; it was an enor* 
mous bee-hivc,'but the induflry of it was fufpended. Indeed, 
the whole fcene before me filled my mind with a fublime 
pleafure of which I never had a conception ; I had foared 
from the apprehenfions and anxieties of the world, and felt 
as if I had left behind all the cares and paffions that mo* 
left mankind.'* Of the fecond defccnt, he gives the following 
account :•— *' At twenty minutes pad four, I defcended in a 
fpacious meadow in the parifii of Stondon, near Ware in 
Hcrtfordfhire ; feme labourers were at work in it, I re* 
quelled their affiftance ; they exclaimed they would have no- 
thing to do with bne w^lio came in the devil's houfe! and no 
intrcaties could prevail on them to approach me.» I at laft 
owed my deliverance to the fpirit and generofity of a female ; 
a young woman took hold of a cord which I had thrown- 
out, and calling to the men, they yielded that affiftance to 
lier requeft, which they lud refufed to mine. A crowd of 
people from the neighbourhood affembled, who very wil- 
Ixnglj aflUled me to difembark/^ 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

Meeting of parliament, — Conjlieration of the Wejtminflerfcru^ 

tiny. — Debts of the Nabob of Arcoi. — Mr. Burle^sfpeech on 

the fubjeSl, — Mr. Pitfs plan of parliamentary reform^-^ 

ifitroduced into parliament — negatived by a great majority. 

'^Statetf Ireland. — Propofttions of Mr. Pitt tofOtlt trade 

en the bafts of mutual reciprocity. — Refolutions for that pUT'- 

pofe. — Additional propofttions. — Petitions againft them.-^ 

After confderable modification they are paffed into a /aw.— 

&«/ over to the Iriflo parliament. "^Mejfrs. Flood andGrattan 

oppofe the propofttions. — Their eloquence firs up their eoun^ 

tr\men to rage and indignation. — They are abandoned bf the 

nritifb government. — Their real merit. '^^ Mr. Pitfsfate- 

fnents of finance^ and intimation of a plan for paying the 

Rational debt.^-^The feffion rifes.^^ Affairs of Europe.'-^ 

Defigns of the empet^r upon Bavaria —fupported by Ruffia 

— ^P^fi^ h ^"^^ilfi^ ^'^^ Hanover. — France^ though in 

alliance with Aiiflriay adverfe to Jofeph*s ambition.^-^The 

emperor relinquifhes his defigns upon Bavaria. — Abandons 

the navigation of the Scheldt j and concludes peace nvith Hol-^ 

land. — Treaty between France and Holland. — Internal 

fate of France.-^ ProjeRs-for diminifbing her enormous 

debts. — Theories of the philofophical oeconomifls. -^Influence 

the practice of politicians and ftatefmA^ — Mul^ieity (f 

ingenious writers. -^Votaries of innovation. ^^Do^rines of 

Voltaire and Rouffeau regarded with enthufiaflic admira" 

tion. — Prevalence of infidelity* — Great and increafing pro* 

fpetity of Britain, — Confidence of the-monied interefts in the 

talents and integrity of Mr, Pitt,-- Supporters of the Mim 

nifter.'--^Butts of oppofitionj wit, andfatire. — The RoUiad 

and birthday odes, — ^lefion of literary property*"^ 

Return tf Mr. Haflings^'^A great fubjeSl 6f temporary 

literature. 

PARLIA- 
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CHAP. IpARUAMENT met on the 26th of January tjBg^ 
^^.^.^ ^ and the chief object recommended by his 
i7«5-^ majefty to the attention of the legiflature, was the 
firiiaiiKoc, adjuftmcnt of fuch points in the commercial inter"* 
courfe between Great Britain and Ireland, as had 
not before been arranged. The fuccefs attending 
meafures which were embraced in the laft fef&on 
for the fuppredion of fmuggling, would encourage 
them to perfevere in their application to thofe im- 
portant concerns ; they would alfo coniider the re« 
ports fuggefted by the commiffioners of public ac-^ 
counts, and make fuch regulations as might appear 
neceflary in the different offices of the kingdom. 
Notwithftanding the diffenfions on the continent, 
his majefty continued to receive aflfurances frod5 fo- 
reign powers of their amicable dirpofiiion towards 
this country. 

The earl of Surrey oppofed the addrefs^ or rather 
objefted to it on account of what he conceived to 
be wrongly omitted; jefpecially becaufeno men- 
tion had beea made of the reduftioix of the army« 
Lord North, conceiving parliamentary reform to 
be intended by one recommendatory exprefSon^ 
declared his fentiments very ftrongly againfl: any 
alteration of the conftitution; and Mr. Burke 
flamed the total filence relative to the affairs of 
India. Mr. Pitt replied to the objeftions ; the 
obfervations on the reduflion of the army were 
premature, until the fupplies of the year fiiould be 
before the houfe : parliamentary reform was a fub* 
jeft of the highefl: importance, but at this early 
period of the feflion it was impoflible to ftate hia 
plans fpecificallj : all his ideas were not yet tho- 
roughly 
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todghly matured ; the fubjefk comprehended a chap. 
great variety of confiderations, and related to eflen- w-/-w 
tials and vitaU of the conftitutioii} it therefore '7^J* 
required confiderate and delicate attention ; and 
though it was a path which he was determioed to^ 
tread, he knew with what tendernefs and eircum- 
fpedion it became him to proce^^ There was not 
a general debate^ and the addref& was carried with- 
x>di a divifton« 

The Ibrottny of the Wef^minfter ele^on was confident 
again brought before the houfe in the month of wSiiminatt 
February. Mr. Fox had contended, that the elec- ^*"^y» 
tlon ought to be tried by Mr. Grenville's a£t^ and 
had imputed the perfeverance in the fcrutiny to the 
perfecuting fpirit of the minifter. Mr. Pitt argued, 
thiit Mr. Grenville's ft£t was for trying eIe£lions^ 
virtually made> but that there being no return from 
Weftminfter, the law in queftion was not appli-- 
cable : a fcrutiny had |;^een demanded by one of 
the candidates, the returning ofScer had complied^ 
as official duty required ; far from having any 
perfonal motives to promote a fcrutiny^ the very 
reverfe was the cafe ; it would have been more con« - 
venient and eafy for mtnifters to have fuSered Mr. 
Fox to take his feat without queftion, but inftead 
of attending to their own accommodation, they had 
tonfulted the rights of the electors, aiKi the pur- 
pofes of fttbftantial juftice. The houfe eonti- 
ttued in the fome opinion as to the legality of the 
fcrutiny ; but finding in its progrefs that, though 
there were objeftionable votes on both fides, a ma** 
jority, nearly the fame in proportion as at the clofe . 

Vox. IV. F of 
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CHAP, of the poll, remained in favour of Mr. Fox^ tnet 

XXXIV s 

C--./-W judged it expedient and equitable to direft the high 
X7^5- baiKff to make arettlini; and the foUowirtg day 
that oiHcer returned lord Hood and Mr. Fox. 
Debt! of the On the dghteenth of February the nabob of Ar- 
/uwt. cot's debts to Europeans were the fubjed of parHa- 
mentary difcuffion* In Mr* F'ox's India bill the 
new commiffioners h^A been lfiftru£ked to examine 
into the origin and juftice of the claims ; by Mc^ 
Pitt's law the examination was appointed, but re- 
ferred to the court of difeftors, who were to enjoin 
then* prefidencies and fervant« to enquire into the 
cafe, and in concert eftabthli a fund from the na- 
bob's Wvenue, for thfe difcharge of Ae debts which 
fiKHild be found juft, that they might bp liquidated 
accordtog to the refpefttve rights of -ptiority of the 
feveral creditors, and toitfiftently wiA the rights of 
the company, and the honour tod dignity of the 
nabob. Conformably to this claufe,- the direftors 
'had prepared orders ; l>ut after infpeSion, the board 
of control rejefted them, and gave new inftruftions, 
[which admitted the greater part of the debt« to bt 
*5nft, affigAed a fund from the revenues of the Car* 
natilc for their difcharge, and eftabliihed the prio* 
rity of psfyment among ^thefevehJ claffcs of cr^. 
'tors: thefe direflions had been publidy. read at ja 
-meeting of fuch creditors as wene in Englandt 
-^4otions were made in both honfes, that, copies of 
' the letters or injunftions ifliifid by the ctort of cfi- 
. reftors might be produced? the objcft (rf this, rc- 
quilition was to prove, that die bdard o£ control, in 
originating the contrary order, had departed froci 

.V the 
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the exprefs purpofe of their inftitutiort, and had vio- chap. 
lated the a£l of parliament. Mr. Fox having open- '-^.r-^-mlr 
ed this fubjeft in the houfe of commons, and affum- '7«5» 
ing the pofition that was to be proved, expatiated 
with copious eloquence on the arbitrary powef 
which was ufurped by the board of control, ind the 
inifchievous confequences that the prefent aft muft 
produce to the Interefts of the Carnatic, and of the 
India company. Mr. Dundas argued from the aft 
of parliament, that the power exercifed was not 
an ufurpation, fince, by the ftrift letter of the fta*» 
tute, the board was enabled to originate orders in 
cafes of urgent neceflity, and to direft their tranf- 
miflion to India« In the 'prefent exercife of that 
power, the . board of control had afted upon the 
moft 'complete information that could be received, 
and had direfted the arraugebient in queftion, on 
finding it the moft fair and juft to all the parties 
concerned. It was expedient not to keep the na- 
bob's debts longer afloat ; the final couclufion of 
the bufinefs would tend to promote tranquillity and 
harmony, and the debtor had concurred with the 
creditors in eftablifliing the validity of the claims. 
After thele general obfervations, he, by a particular • 

detail of their refpeftive circumftances. Undertook 
to juftify the feverkl debts .which were admitted by 
the board. 

On this fubjeft Mr. B^rke made a very long ora* Mr.Burke> 
tion, .which difplayed'amoft extenfive knowledge ^fJ^jSu 
of the hiftory and ftate of India ; but it was much 
more reniarkablc for narratives, imagery, and phi- 
lofophy, to inform, ^delight, and inftriift zreidct 
in his clC|fet, AwforaOTropr arguments to the 



68 



HISTORY OF THE 



CHAP. 
,,JXXXXV. 

X7*5' 



Mr. Pkfs 
« plan of par- 
liatncnUry 
tdoitn, 



point at iffue, to convince a hearer in the fe- 
nate, and induce him to vote as the Tpeaker de- 
fired. The part of his reafoning that appeared fpe- 
cifically applicable to the fubjedt before the houfe 
was adduced, to demonftrate that the alleged debts 
arofe from a collufion between the nabob and cer- 
tain fervants of the company^ who had been guilty 
of the moft heinous frauds oppreflion, and cruelty : 
forcibly animated and highly coloured was the 
pifture he drew, of tyranny and fuflfering, guilt 
and mifery, in Britifh Indb, as the refult of the al- 
leged connivance ; but fince, as a chain of logical 
deduction, the evidence did not make out the cafe, 
the motion was negatived ; and in the houfe of 
peers a fimilar propofition was rejefted. 

On the eighteenth of April, Mr. Pitt again Intro- 
duced Rfs propofittoris for a reform in parliament 
Defirous, as the minifter profeffed himfelf, of fuch 
. a change in the reprefentation as he conceived mbft 
, confident with the principles, and conducive to the 
objects of the conftitution, he was aware of the 
danger of eflays of reform, unlefs very nicely modi- 
fied and circumfcribed. The general charafter- 
iftics of his plan for that purpofe, were caution and 
fpecificatioh : nothing vague or indefinite was pro- 
pofed ; no chafm was left whiqh vifionary imagina- ' 
tiohs might fill with their awn diftempered fancies : 
thus far Jhalt thou go and no farther^ was obvioufiy 
expreffed in the extent and bounds. The leading 
* principle was, that the choice of legiflators fhould 
follow fuch circumftances as give an interefl: in their 
' 0s,' and therefore ought in, a great degree to te 
][ attached to property.^ .^-^his prinQiple teing efta- 
' i * blifted. 
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liihedy h was obvious, that as many very confider* 
able towns and bodies eicber had no vote in elefting 
reprefentatives, or had not the privilege of chu- 
fing a number proportioned to their property, it 
would be neceflary to disfranchife certain decayed 
boroughs. In relatiofts between government and 
fabjedt it was a manifeft rule in jurifprudence on 
die one hand, that the intereft of a part mufl: 
give way to the intereft of the whole ; but on 
the other, that when fuch a facrifice is required 
from a fubjed, the ftate (hould amply compenfate. 
individual lofs incurred for the public good. Guided u introduced 
by thefe maxims of ethics, Mr. Pitt propofed to mem^"'** 
transfer the right of chufing reprefentatives from 
tbirty-lijc of fuch boroughs as had already fallen, or 
were fidllng into decay, to the counties, and to fuch 
chief towns and cities as were at prefent unreprcr 
fented ; that a fund (hould be provided for the rur- 
^fe of giving to the owners and holders of the 
boroughs disfranchifed, an appreciated compenlsu 
tion ; that the acceptance of this recompence fliould 
be a voluntary aft of the proprietor, and, if not 
taken at prefent, (hould be placed out at compound 
intereft, until it became an irrefiftible bait to fuch 
proprietor : he alfo projefted to extend the right of 
voting for knights of the (hire to copyholders as well 
as freeholders. The chief arguments in favour of a 
reform were derived from the alleged partiality of 
reprefentation ; an aftive, reforming, and regulating 
policy, which kept pace with the alterations in the 
country, was requifite to preferve the conftitution in 
its full vigour : when any part of our fyftem was 
decayed, it had ever been the wifdom of the legifla- 
, " F3 turc 
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CHAP, tare to renovate and refto^e it by fuch means as 
■_^^^' were mod likely to ailfwer the end propofedj 
>7«5- and hence had arifen the frequent alterations that 
had taken place, with refped to the rule of repre** 
Mentation. From a change of circumftanccs, town$ 
which once ought to have a vote in chuling a fe- 
nator or fenators, now behoved to have none ; and 
towns once without any juft claim to the right of 
fuch an eleftion,* were now aggrieved aind injured 
by the want oiF that privilege, The principle 
continued the fame in both the former and the lat- 
ter^ but its application fhould be altered in a differ^* 
erice of cafe. The oppofers of reform, on the other 
}iand, contended, that no neceffity had been (hewn 
for fuch a change; that whatever inequalities theory 
might exhibit in the e^cifting fyftem, the people were 
^U a£tqa11y reprefented, as far as w^s neceilary to 
their rights and happinefs ; that no man could be 
deprived of liberty, property, or life, but by his 
own adl, whether he had a vote for a member of 
parliament pr not ; that under the prefent mode of 
reprefentationj, both individual and national profpe- 
rity bad rifen to a very great pitch, and was ra- 
bidly rifing to a higher j that it was extremely danr 
gerous to alter what experience, the only fure teft 
of political truth, had uniformly (hewn to be 
good*. The people did not want reform; the 

large 

• Never, perhaps, werp tlie ^guments on t^iis fide pf the 
qucflion more clearly exhibited, than thofe which are com- 
prcffed into a page of one of the moft valuable works that can 
be recorded in the literary hiftory of the prefent reign. Pa- 
Icy, in his PriEcif Ics of moral and political Philofophy, rcfting 

the 
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Iarg« towns that were faid to be aggrieved by the c h a p^ 

prefent (late of reprefentation h^d ma^e no com* ^,-^,.^^ 

plaint, or fought any redrefs ; thofe which were »7^ir 
called rotten and decayed boroughs were frequently 



the queftlon concerning reprefentation, as well as every poli- 
tical eftablilKment, folely on txpediency, fiys, ** We conlider 
it (reprefentation) fo far only as a right at all, as it conduces 
to public utility : that is, as it conti'ibutes to the eftabUfh- 
raent of good laws, or as it fecures to the people thejuft 
adniiniftration of thefe laws. Thefe effeds depend upon the 
difpofition and abilities of the national counfellors : where* 
fore, if men the moft likely, by their qualifications, to know 
and to promote the public intereft, be adlually returned to 
parliament, it fignifies little who return them, 2f tbt pro^ 
fereft per/ons be iUStd^ what matters it fy 'whom they are 
ele<5led ? At leafl no prudent flatefman would fubvert long 
eftablifhed or even fettled rules of reprefentation, without 
a profpeft pf procuring wifer or better reprefentativcs. This 
then being well obfcrved, let us, before .we feek to obtain 
any thing more, confider duly what we already have. Wc 
have a houfe of commons xro^pofed of ^^t hundred and 
forty-eight members, in which number are found the moft 
confiderable land -holders and merchants of the kingdom, 
the heads of the army, the navy, and the laws ; the occu- 
piers of great offices in the ftate, together with many pri- 
vate individuals, eminent by their knowledge, eloquence, or 
adivity. Now, if the country be not fafe in fuch hands, in 
whofe may it confide its intereft ? If fucli a number of fuch 
men be liable to t;he influence of corrupt motives, what 
^iTembly of men will be fecure from the fame danger ? Does 
any new fchcme of reprefentation promife to collect together 
more wifdom or produce firmer integrity ? In this view of 
the fubjedl, and attending not to ideas of order and propor- 
tion (of which many minds are much enamoured), but to 
loown effefts alone, we may dlfcover juft .excufes for thofe 
parts of the prefent reprefentation which appear to a hafty 
obferver moft exceptionable and abfurd." Paley, vol. ix. 

F 4 reprefente4 
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reprcfentedby gentlemen who had the greateft flake 
in the country, and conrequently were as much com 
*7^s- cerned in its welfare as any other rcprefentatives. 

and nega- Mr. Pitt's propofitions wctt negatived by a majority 

gKatmt! of two hundred and forty-eight to one hundred 

^*^' and feventy-four. 

Parliament was this year principally occupied by 
forming arrangements for a commercial intercourfe 
l>etween Great Britain and Ireland. 

State of We have fecn that, in the year 1780, the trade 

of Ireland had \)e^n freed from the hurtful reftric- 
tions by which it bad long been (hackled. In 1782, 
the independence of Irifh'parliament h;id been for 
ever eftablifhed. It remained for the legiilature of 
the two countries to arrange a fyftem of commer« 
cial intercourfe, which might beft promote the ad* 
vantage of the two parties fo nearly connefted^ 
The freedom of trade had sifforded to Ireland the 
means of improvement ; of which the fpccefs m\}(l 
depend on the active, well directed, and perfevering 
induftry of the inhabitants ; as without thofe exer- 
tions, the mere exemption from former reftriftion 
could be pf littlf; avail ; no e9e£hial measures had 
)iitherto been employed for exciting and cherifhing 
fo beneficial a fpirit : the manufafturers had for 
fome years been much engaged iQ political fpecnla- 
tions, which, by abftrafting their attention fr*om 
their own bufinefs, naturally caufed great diftrefs ; 
and that diflrefs, difcpntent and violence. Various 
expedients were attempted for their relief. In 1784, 
Mr. Gardener brought forward a plan for protect- 
ing their own manufadures, and enforcing the co;i. 
fumption of them at home, by laying heayier deities 
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en fimilar manufadures imported from other coun* chap. 
tries ; he had therefore moved to reftri^fc the im* ^^^:^ 
portation of Englifh drapery, by fubjeding it to a '^^^ • 
duty of 2S, 6d. per yard. It was objefted to this 
motion, that Great Britain would probably retaliate, 
and that Ireland might endanger the lofs of the 
linen trade, the annual value of which was a million 
and a half, for the uncertain profpe£b of increafmg 
the woollen, that did not exceed 50,0001. A pro- 
pofition of fuch obvious impolicy was rejefted by the 
great majority of one hundred to thirty-fix. The 
populace having been ardently defirous that the bill 
jhould pafS) were indamed with the greateft rag^ at 
its rejection, and gave loofe to exceffive outrage; 
They entered into compafts not to confume im- 
ported goods^ and inflicted the mod fevere punifh- 
ment on thofe who either did not fubfcribe 
or adhere to fuch agreements ; the riotous out^ 
rages of the mob rendered the interference of mili« 
tary force neceffary, and though the foldiers be- 
haved with all poiIib}e moderation, flill in the tu- 
mults difagreeable viplence took place, and Dublin 
was a fcene of difleniion. In fuch a fituation, 
regard to temporary tranquillity, as well as to 
general, commercial, and political intereft, ren- 
dered it neceflary to devife fome tie, that, by con- 
ne&ingthe interefts, might combine the inclinations 
of both countries. Mr. Pitt feeing fo ftrong fpecial 
reafons^ and utging immediately what the general 
confideration required to be fpeedily eflfedted, took 
meafures for a commercial treaty with Ireland^ 
Commiflioners appointed on the part of the filler 
jlingdom cQX^certed with the Britiih cabinet a plan 

for 
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CHAP* for regulating and finally adjufting the conamercial 
v.„^,v^ inrercGiurfe. The refult Mr, Orde dated to the Irilh 
Tio^^Btions P^l^'^oiWt on the nth of February, and moved a 
«f Mr. Pitt correfpoBding fet of refolutions, which pafled the 
trade on the houfe of commons with little alteration. The con- 
wai'reci!""" currcnce of the houfe of peers being foon after 
f^oiiiy, obtained, the refolutions, ten in number, were im- 
mediately tranfmitted to England, as, on their part, 
the propofed bafis for an equitable and final adjud** 
ment. Mr. Pitt having received thefe aflfurances 
of the difpofition of the body of the Iriih parliament 
to fettle their commercial intercourfe on the bafis 
of reciprocity, moved a refolution to the following 
Kefoiotioni effcd : ^^ That it is highly important to the general 
^Aatpw- jjjfgj.gfig q{ ^jjg empire that the commercial inter- 
courfe between Great Britain and Ireland ihould be 
finally adjufted, and that Ireland fhould be permitted 
to have a permanent and irrevocable paxticipatton of 
the commercial advantages of this country, when 
her parliament fhall permanently and irrevocably 
fecure an aid out of the fur plus of the hereditary 
revenue of that kingdom, towards defraying the exr 
pence of protedling the general commerce ot the em- 
pire in time of peace." After reviewing what had 
been already granted to Ireland by the Britifh parlia- 
ment, he generalized hi3 objeft; which was to fettle 
commeircial intercourfe on the firm bafis of mutual 
reciprocity. In applying this principle, he exhibited 
an esttenfive knowledge of the relative and. abfolute 
itstt ^f tnafltiufafibures, and other materials of com- 
merce, in both countries, and propofed a plan, uti- 
der'twogenaral lieads: Firft, Britain was to allomr 
the importation of ehe produce of our colonies 'in 

thQ 
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the Weft Indies and America intd Iteland : fe- char 

xxxjv 
condly. There Ihould be eftabliflied between the s.-^^-^ 

two couptries a mutual exchange of their re- ^78s« . 
fpeftive produftions and manufaftures upon equal 
terms. The firft, he allowed, had the appearance 
of militating againft the navigation laws, for which 
England ever entertained the greateft partiality; 
but as fhe already allowed Ireland to trade direftly 
with the colonies, the importation of the produce 
of thofe fettlements circuitoufly through Ireland 
into Britain could not injure the colonial trade of 
this country. Such was the general outline of the 
propofed fyftem on its firft appearance. A confi- 
derable portion of the feffion was employed in ex* 
amining merchants and manufadurers upon the 
various details which could elucidate the fubjeft ; 
and after fully inveftigating the evidence of the 
traders, Mr. Pitt, on the 12th of May, propofed 
twenty refolutions, containing a full explana- 
tion of the terms before propofed, and alfo 
new refolutions, which arofe from the increafed 
knowledge that had been acquired. The chief ob- Additional 
jefts of the additional propofitions were to provide, v^^?^^^^ 
Firft, That whatever navigation laws the Britifh 
parliament (hould hereafter find it neceffary to 
ena£l for the prefervation of her marine, the fame 
(hould be paOed by the legiilature of Ireland. Se- 
condly, Againft the importation of any Weft India 
merchandizes, th^t were not the produce of our own 
colonies into Ireland, and from thence into Britain. 
Thirdly, That Ireland fliould debar itfelf from trad- 
ing to any of the countries beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope to the Straits of Magdlan^ fo long as 

it 
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CHAR it (hould be thought neceflary to contmne the 
< — ^^ charter of the Englifli Eaft India company. 
'7^5« The propofitions underwent fevere animadver- 

(ion againft the whole fyftem : it was argued, that 
the manufadures and commerce of Great Britain 
would be very materially injured by the eftablilh- 
ment of the propofed regulations ; the former, 
from the comparatively fmall price of labour in 
in Ireland, which alone, it was contended, would 
foon enable that kingdom to underfell us at home 
and abroad; the latter, from the facility with which 
It was well known the revenue law$ in Ireland 
were evaded. The plan was ftrongly deprecated 
by Britiih manufafburers, and many urgent peti- 
tions were prefented, praying it might not be 
adopted* The chi^f obje£Uons were made to the 
fourth propofition, by which it was intended, 
*• That all laws made or to be made in Britain for 
fecuring exclufive privileges to the fhips and ipari* 
ners of Britain, Ireland, and the Britiih colonies 
and pIantation3, and for regulating and retraining 
the colonial trade, fhould be enforced by Ireland, 
by laws to be paffed by the parliament of chat king- 
dom, for the fame time and in the fame manner 
a3 in Britain.*' The adverfaries of the fyftem af- 
ferted, that this part of the plan was a refumption 
of the right of legiflation for Ireland, which Britain 
h^d renounced, and a prpffeir of, commercial ad- 
yantsige to Ireland in exchange for her lately. ac- 
quired independence : they further contended againft 
the propofitions in general, that in whatever propor- 
tion the* one coumry (hould benefit from them, in 
the very Tame the other would lofe. The fup- 

porters 
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porters of the meafure argued, that it was abfolutely ^y^^^^ 
neceffary, in order to remove the difcontents which ^— -^/-^.^ 
at prerent raged in Ireland; and that unlefs the '^^s- 
propofitions were paffed into a law, all the recent 
grants would prove ufelefs, aS they were evidently 
inadequate Co the expeftatlons of the fitter kingdom. 
The fourth propofition was a claufe which the 
fafety of our own navigation laws made it neceffary 
to annex tt> the benefits' allowed to Ireland. It was 
not the intention of the Britifli parliament to inter- 
fere with (he independence of Ireland; all that 
was propofed, ' was a proffer of advantage from 
one independent ftate to another, on a condition 
fubjedl to which, that other had the alternative 
of either accepting or'rejefting the whole plan. 
The notion that, in a commercial treaty between 
two nations, if the one ga^'ned, the other muft pro- 
portionably lofe, was totally unfounded : trade be- 
tween two dates might be, and often was, the re- 
ciprocal exchange of furplus for fupply, as between 
individuals; and thus both parties might be very great 
gainers. The relative fituation of Britain and Ire- 
land, their refpeftive comnifodlties and habits, were 
fuch as to afford a moral certainty of the higheft 
benefits to both countries, from the increafed pro- 
duftivenefs of labour through the reciprocation of 
fpeedy markets. After three months had been After con- 
chiefly occupied in examining witneffes, and modi- duSS^.*** 
fying the various provifions, the propofitions were *5^ *? 
paffed by a large majority in the houfe of commons, 'w. • 
and afterwards by the lords. On the 28th of July 
Mr. 'Pitt propofed a bill founded upon, them;, this 
was accompanied by an addrefs to the king, in 

which 
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which both houfiss concurred) dcn^^ing a fiate^ 
inent of what had been done by the Briti(h parlia* 
iwnt, aod obTervingthatlt now remained for the 
parliament of Irelan4 to judge and decide upon the 
propofed agreement. 

In Ireland national prej:udi<;e CQUli^t^i^^ed zia« 

. ticr^ intcreft. During the prpgr,er? of the difcu£- 
iion in England, the people in the neighbouring 
ifl^nd had expreifed great 4iflati$f;)L£biQn| which had 
ihcreafed, as their oratory exps^tiated on the propo- 
iitions that had been chiefly pppofed in the Britifli 
parliament. Mr. Flood and Mr. Grattan pecu- 
liarly diftinguiChed themfelves by the eloquent ha- 
rangues which ftirred their countrymen to rage 
and indignation againft Britain. Declaiming 
with glowing ardour againft the whole fyftem, 
they direfled their inveftives particularly to the 
fourth propofition, and to the ninth, which, re- 
ftraining the Irifh from trading to India,, merely 
prevented them from infringing the chartered 
rights of the India company, and thus placed them 
exadlly on the fame footing with every Britifli fubjed 
who was not a member of that corporation. The 
fentiments of the pepple fo impreffed, influenced 
a confiderable number of the houfe of commons. ; 
fo that when a correfponding bill was introduced, 
the majority in its favour was but fmall. The 
clamour againft it was very loud,, and petitions 
were very numerous. In thefe circumftances, !it 
was deemed bytheBritifh legiflature inexpedient 
to proceed any further, with overtures fo mifunder- 
:ftood and mifreprefented by the party to ,whom 

' they were really fo adyaiitageovis. From clofe con- 
nexion, 
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•nedSohv Mr; Htt had feen that very great zA- Chaf, 
vantage^ imift accrue to both countries ; commer- .-^-^^ 
cial KKercourfe would, in addition to appropriate ^y^^^ 
adv^nci^e, gTsjdually tend to afiimilation t)f charac- »«n^ 
ter, aftd fpeedily prodAice* recipradty of intereifc} 
the refult of both would be political harmonj. 
If his propofitions had been adopted, it is mo- •• ' • 
rally certain^ tbat the bond of amity ivould have 
been dra<«i^n fo clofe/As to have prevented fubfe- 
quent Events fo calamitotfs to Ireland. 

IntroduiSiory to financial details, Mr. Pkt this 
feafon took a general view of the ftate of pecu- 
niary affairs, by compariiag the public income with 
the public e3q3endiitire. The rtffult^ his ftate- , 

ment and caktHatioDs was, that there would be 
fuch a iirfplufe as would eiilblfe parliament <a ap- • 
prpfftiate 4fi^e miliidn fterling to a finking fund for 
tlie dlfcharge of the national debt. At prefer, Mr.pitt^i 
however, he bad only feen the general praftica- ^ffiT^"" 
bility of the principle, but-nm ha^ving matured andintiail. 
meafures for fuch an appropriation,. he chofe to de- piantv 
fer a fpfecJfic plan till the folfowing year. There ^^TJJ^^ 
rem^ed ^unfanded upwards of ten millions of ^^'^f- 
liavy blKs, and ordnance debenturea:xhefe-were , 
funded in^the five per eents, taken at about ninety 
pounds, and a million was Jborrox^ed from the 
bank at five per cent* to fupply defici]encies<(l;ill r^e- 
maiaing feom the ex^pcoces of the wptn, Thenciw 
taxes were, an additional duty o^otimal^ lUlXymi^i 
a diitjr <9Q femak fervams, incre^fing l{i a ftated 
pcopoBtioh. according to Ih/e BHJtmk^iT\^^ki^ &r- 
tber dras^ to bachelors ilavjng Iii;i<;h J^ry^ts j a 
tax oiL attorikies, on ^poft^hoffe;^ i>n c^mag^s, 

coach- 
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^u aP. coach*makers, pawn-brokers, gloves, aad retail 
v...^/^ Ihops ; bcfides one hundred and fifty thoufand 
Thlfeffiio P^"^^ TBxfed by a lottery. On the 8th: of Au* 
t»ic9. guft, on a meffage^om the king, parliament was 

adjourned to the 27th of Goober, and afterwards 
prorogued by proclamation. 
ifti^."^ The emperor and the Dutch ftill perfevered in 
the conte{( about the Scheldt, but commotions in 
Germany unexpededly arifing, prevented him 
from bearing down upon Holland with his whole 
force. Jofeph was become fenfible, not only that 
other powers would not fuffer him to open the 
Scheldt, but that his prefent poiTeffions in the Ne« 
therlands were precarious ; and finding one pro* 
jtO. likely to mifgive, in the true fpirit of an ad* 
Dcfignsof venturer refolved to try another, by making 
I^bH^^ an exchange with the eleOior of Bavaria, ^bich 
Ihould put the emperor in poffcffion of the 
duchy of Bavaria,* with all the appendages cbn« 
firmed at the peace of Tefchen, and make the 
eleftor fovereign of the Auftrian Netherlands, 
which, more to render the propofal palatable, 
was to be erefled into a kingdom. This fcheme 
would have been very advantageous to Auftria, 
by the acceffion of a large and produflive coun- 
try,- which, furrounding and completing the 
Auftrian dominions, would have confolidated and 

* compacted fo great a body of power as would 
over-balance the other ftates of Germany. A man 

• of deep reflexion, in the very important advantages 
of the objed, would have dilcovered an unfur- 
mountable obftacle to its attainment^ that the king 
of Pruffia and other members of the Germanic 

3 body 
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Body would not fuflPer the eftabltfliment of a power ^^^p 
that muft overbear themfelves ; profound fagacity, v.^-v^ 
however, was no part of Jofeph's character. Am- ^^'s- 
bitious in defign, but fantaftic in projeft and light 
in counfel, he very fuperficially inveftigated cir- 
cumftances, and imperfectly calculated the probabi- ^ 
lities of fuareis.** As foon as he had formed his 
fcheme, he communicated it to the court of Peterf- 
burgtu Catharine, who perfeftly comprehended 
the charader of the emperor, ftudidufly cultivated 
amity with a prince,' whom fhe could rendet fo 
powerful a co-adjutor to herfelf She moft readily Suppoi^ 
acceded to hafly and ill-digefted fchemes for 
gratifying his ambition, that thereby ihe might 
prevent his obftru£tion, and fecure his co-operation 
to the mature and welUdigefted plans fhe had 
foroied for extending her power and dominions ; fhe 
alfo joined faim in making overtures to the houfe 
of Bavaria, but thefe ^ere peremptorily and in- 
dighamly rgefbed. The king of Pruffia being in- p^^^l 
fonned of the propofal, made very flrong iremon- Hmow. 
ftrances ; and haying concerted with the two chief 
powers. of S^orthern Germany, the eleftors of 
Saxony and~ Hanover, he efteded a confederal 
tktfi for maintaining the indivifibility of the empire. 
The court of Vienna did every thing in its power 
to flop the pjrogrefs of the combination, but it was 
joined by mofl of the other ftates, and France was 
knowu to be favourable to its objeft. Befides the 
infuperable impediments to the projefts of Jofeph 
from the well-founded jealoufy of foreign powers, 
great-intefline commotions prevailed in his own do- 
minions ; his numberlefs innovations in the civil and 
•Vox-. IV. O . religious 
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CHAP, religious eftablifbments of Hungary and its append- 
v,^*-.^-^ ages, bad the ufual cffed of fchemes of reform 
»7*5- founded on abftraft principles, without regard to 
the charafter, fcntiments, and habits of the people, 
and produced much greater. evils than thofe whidi 
they profeQed to remedy ; by violating cuftom$, 
offending prejudices, annulling prefcriptions, and 
trenching on privileges, he drove his fubjedks to dif- 
fatisfaftion, infurredion, and rebellion : to qudi 
the reVolters required powerful and expenfive ef- 
forts, nor were they finally reduced till the clofe of 
the campaign : ihefe varidus caufes prevented hofti- 
lities from being commencod againft the (tates-ge* 
neral. Pacific overtures were refumed under the 
mediation of the colirc of France, and the ma- 
nagement of the count de Vergennes, the French 
prime minifter : the Dutch agreed to pay Jafeph 
a certain fum of money in lieu of his* claims 
over Maeftricht, which he renounced for* ever^ 
AbindoRs ' and alfo refigned his pretenfions to the free 
tion'^nhc navigation of the Scheldt: lefs material dHputefc 
^^^^"^;*"*' wer^ compromifed and adjufted, and a treaty of 
peace with neace was concluded between Auftria iand Holland. 

Holland. "L r i_ • • r t i •»-». i j 

Trcacy be- Bcfore thc expiration of toe year, thfe Dutch and 
a^T?ku"" France entered into a new alliance, offenfive and 
land. defenfive. France was internally occupied^ in 

fchemes of diminution of the immenfe debts which 
ihe had contrafted in the late war, and in the im-^ 
provement of her manufaftures and commerce. A 
merchant, raifed to be prime minifter, contributed 
to the fpeedy eltyation of the mercantile profeffion 
in the opinioi;!^ of Frenchmen ; and trade, which 
i)efore bad been confidered as derogatory to thc 

/• charaflcr 
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cfaarader of a gentleman, was now highly refpefted. chap. 
Numberlcfs treatifes in favour of agriculture, ma* v— -;^w 
nufadures, and commerce, flowed from the fertile j^^J^^' 
ingenuity of their writers, which ^ if they did not ft»»o^ 
much inform or convince acute and didingutflung 
under (landings, by ftriking dudile imaginations 
influenced ^ a much more numerous clafs. The 
lively fancies, ardent feelings, and impetuous fpirits 
of Frenchmen were now turned to mercantile 
adventure: they conceived therafelves happily 
emancipated from the old prejudices which had 
kept many of their forefathers in proud poverty. 
On other fubjeds alfo, they fancied they had dif- 
pelled the cloiids of ignorance, and were enlighten^ 
ed by the funfliine of reafon. There was at this Multiplicity 
time a great muUipliaty of mgenipus writers wrUvs. 
in France, without that patient inveftigation, re- 
fearch, cautious confideration, and experimental 
reafoning, which only can lead to jufl:, found, and 
beneficial philofophy ^ to religious, moral, and po- 
litical wifdom. A few eminent framers of hypo- 
thefes had given the tone to the refl: ; Helvetius, 
Roufleau, and Voltaire, taught infidelity to nume- 
rous clafles of difciples, who admitted their doc- 
trines upon the faith of their afleverations. Their ooannes of 
multiplying votaries, profefling to difregard all fu- RouolaV"'^ 
perftitious bigotry, were ftill Roman catholics in '^^^^^l^^ 
reafoning: they admitted an infallible authority ^ 
if not in the pope, in Jean Jacques ; decrees from 
the mountains of Switzerland were received 
with no lefs veneration, than bulls hs^d formerly 
been received from the Vatican ; infidelity was prcFaienc* 
become the prominent feature of the French ^^»°^«*«"^y- 
G 2 charafter. 
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^xx ^ ^* character, and occupied the principal flare of cob- 

w*^>^' verfatioB in iafliionable fodeties. The royal family, 

«7«5 ' indeed, were not'tindured with the prevalent impiety, 

but the indulgent liberality of the monarch did not 

. watch and rigoroufly check fuch opinions with the 

vigilance which found policy required,and neither he 

nor his mtnifters appeared to be aware of the dangers 

attending the dtffufion of irreligion through a nation. 

Grratand Brltifli commcrce continued to increafe and ez^* 

locicannc 

profperityoir tend ; the flourifiiing (late of trade, together with 
Britain. ^^ anuounccd project of Mr. Pitt for the dif- 
charge of the national debt, raifed the docks in a 
fliort time from fifty-Four to feventy, in the three 
per cents, confolidated, the barometer of the other 
Confidence funds. The mercantile and monied intereft, 
iicdint^eft iA i^ various departments and corporations, evi« 
laitslndin. ^^^^y fcpofed in the chancellor of the exchequer a 
^^^Fic"/ coeftdence which they had beftowed upon no mi^ 
nifter fince the time of bis father. They con- 
ceived the higheft opinion of his integrity and 
talentSj approved the principles on which he was 
proceedii^, and the regulations he had a&ually 
propofed, and were thoroughly fatisfied with the 
rapid advances of trade, as w^l as the increafing 
means of enlarging thdr capitals. While minifters 
imprefled the public with a favourable idea of their 
qualifications to promote the profperity of the coun- 
try, the fupporters of oppofition were foremoft in 
their efforts to amufe and entertain ; wit and tem«> 
porary fatire appeared with brilliancy and force 
in the RoUiad, a mock heroic poem, of which the 
profeffed hero was a refpeftable and worthy gen- 
tleman> Mr. Rolls of Devonfliire, a zealous friend 
4 of 
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of adminiftration, and therefore held up by their ^^^^^^^ 
opponents to ridicule. The notes on the poem dif^ <--^>-i^ 
play confiderablc humour, and illuftrate the feel- '7«5* 
mgs, fentiments, and opinions of oppofition, con* 
cerning the general politics of the times. The death ^^f']'^ 
of Mr. Warton, the poet iaureat, alfo afforded an oc 
cafion to ingenuity for exhibiting a farcaftic account 
of minifterial charaders in the birth-day odes ; per- 
formances fatirically infcribed with the names of 
various gentlemen and noblemen as candidates for 
the vacant office, and, as in charaderiftic compofi* 
tions, prefenting fpecimens of their poetical powers 
by odes on the king's birth day; The refpeftive 
effays painted the alleged foibles of the chief fup« 
porters of the cabinet : viewed together, the RoUiad 
and the birth-day odes prefented minifterial men and 
meafures in the light in which the faiirifts of oppofi- 
tion at this period wifhed them to be beheld, and are 
not therefore unconne6ted with the ferious literature 
and politics of the anti>minifterial party. 

A caufe affefting literary property was this year QueftLoof 
determined by the court of feffion, the chief civil J^^"'/ ^ 
tribunal of Scotland. The compilers of the Scot- 
tifli Encyclopedia had inferted in that work large 
extrafts from Dr. Gilbert Stewart's hiftory of 
Scotland, and his hiftory of the reformation of Scot- 
land : Mr. Stewart profecuted them for piracy, and 
the tranfcripts being long and continuous, the 
court, having a power of determining equitably as 
well as legally, gave fentence in favour of the pro* 
fecutor, on the ground that the defenders had 
quoted more, and with lefs intefruption, than was 
allowed by the rules of literary property. The 

G3 principle 
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principle of the judgment appeared to be, that large 
and conneded paffages copied from a literary work, 
tend to injure the fale of that work, and confe- 
quently leffen the value of the property to the right- 
ful owner. 

Peace having been now completely eftabliflied 
between the Eaft India company and Tippoo Saib, 
tranquillity was difFufed over Britilh India. During 
the recefs, Mr. Raftings, the governor- general, re-, 
turned ; and the periodical writings of the times 
teemed with attacks and vindications of his cha- 
rafter. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

Meeting of parliament. — Kings fpeech. — Views of Mr, Fox 
concerning continental alliances. — The duke of Richmond s 
fcheme for fortifying the dock^yards — -fubmittfd toparlia^ 
ment — Arguments for and againft. — Speech of Mr. She^ 
ridan on the fortifications — Jhe bill is reje^ed by the cqfting^ 
vote of the Jpeaker. — Alteration in the mutiny bill, — Mr*. 
Pitfs plan for appropriating an annual million to the pay^, 
ment of the national debt. — Mr. Sheridan takes the mojl 
aBive part in controverting the minifier^j financial propo^ 
fttions. — Farther meafures of the minifler for preventing 
frauds againfi the revenue, — Propofes to fubjeEl foreign 
wines to the excije. — A bill for the purpofe is pajfed into a 
law. — 'Bill appointing commiffioners to examine the crown 
landsn — The conduEi of Mr. Haftings becomes a fubjeSl of 
enquiry. ''^Public opinion concerning Mr. HaJlings.^^Mr. 
Buri^ opetis thefubjeB. — His introduBory fpeech. — Propofes 
to proceed by impeachment, — Prefents a fummary of the aU 
leged criminal aEls, — A majority^ including Mr. Pitt^ , 

finds ground of impeachment in the proceedings againji 
Cheyht Sing. — Mr. Dundas^s bill for improving the govern^ 
ment of Britifh InHa^^-^Supplies. — Sejfion terminates. 

t 

/^N the 24th of January 1786, parliament wat h a p. 
^ affembled. The fpeech from the throne men* J^i^^ll;^ 
tioned the amicable conclufion of the difputes 17^6. 
which had threatened the tranquillity of Europe, parn^^m, 
and the friendly difpofitipns of foreign powers to- ";J^,|j* 
wards this country : it expreffed the royal fatisfac- 'p*~^' 
tion, that his majefty's fubjefts now experienced 
the growing bleflings of peace in the extenfion 
of trade) inoprov^ment of revenue, and increafe 
' G4 of 
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c H A T. of public credit. For the farther adrancement 
i^^^^^ of thofe important objeds, the king relied on the 
i7«^ continuance of that zeal and induftry which was 
manifefted in the laft feflion of parliament. The 
•refolutions which they had laid before him, as the 
bafis of an adjuftment of the commercial intercourfe 
between Great Britain and Ireland, had been by his 
dire£lion recommended to the parliament of that 
kingdom, but no effedual ftep had hitherto been 
taken, which could enable them to make any farther 
progrefs in that falutary work. His majefty recom- 
mended to the houfe of commons the eftablifh- 
ment of a fixed plan for the redudion of the na- 
tional debt ; a meafure which, he trufted, the flou- 
riihing ftate of the revenue would be fufBcient to 
effed, with little addition to the public burdens. 

The objefts propofed by the fovereign for par- 
liamtatary deliberation, were evidently of fuch pri- 
mary importance, that the fpeech and correfponding 
addrefs afforded little opportunity for animadverfion 
from oppofition. Without obje^ing to the addrefs, 
Mr. Fox expatiated into a very wide field of conti* 
nental politics. He went over the ftate and recent 
tranfa£lions of Ruffia, Germany, Holland, and 
France, and endeavoured to prove, that the acceffion 
of the king, as eledor of Hanover, to the Germanic 
confederation, would difguft the emperor with this 
country, and indifpofe him to an alliance with Bri* 
vtews of tain in any future war. Viewing the interefts and 
con«rning rclations of the various ftates of the continent, be 
ftUU^coT' deduced from them the principles of alluince which 
he judged mod expedient for this country to adopt. 
From the connexion between France and Spain, 

the 
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the emperor was the only power whofe co-opera- chap, 

tion could occupy the exertions of France by land, .^ ^ 

and thereby prevent her from directing to marictme '7'^* 
^ contefts fuch efforts as flie had employed in the 
recttit war. An intercourfe both commercial and 
political with Ruffia, was alfo an objeftof the high* 
eft coofequence to this country ; a favourable op- 
portunity had been loft, but ftill an advantageous 
alliance might be concluded. He under ft ood that a 
trtoty wa^ on the point of being eftabliflied between 
Britain and France ; and he ftrongly reprobated the 
policy of fuch a meafure, appealing to the experi^ 
ence of former times, which (he faid) proved that 
this nation had become powerful and fiuurifliing, 
from the moment that ihe quitted all commercial 
connefUon with France. With ftridures on the Irifii 
propofitions and the India bill, he concluded a 
fpeech, which, as ufual with oppofition on the firft 
day of the feifion, exhibited a ftatement of all the 
alleged errors and mifcarriages of minifters. In re* 
plying, Mr. Pitt made an introdudory obfervation^ 
deferving pecutiar attention, as it very ftrongly ex« 
hibited a prominent feature in the eloquence of his 
opponent. ^ Mr. Fox (he laid) difcovered moft 
extraordinary dexterity in leaving out of a difcu£» 
fion * fttch parts belonging to the fubjed as did 
not fiiit his purpofe to be brought forward, and a 
0imlar dexterity of introducing, however foreign to 
the queftion, fuch matter as he expeded would be 
favourable.'^ By reverting to the courfe of Mr. 
Fox's oratory during the adminiftration of Lord 

^ ^ ParUaineatary Reports for rj^ Jan. 24. 

North, 
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CHAP. North, the reader will perceive this remark of the 

XXXV 

^.•--. -^ minifter not to be groundlefs. Mr. Fox had often 
»7«6* allowed faimfelf unbounded liberty of expatiatiooy 
and roamed at large in the wide regions of invec- 
tive. Lord North had moft frequently followed 
his adverfary through the devious tra£ts, and much 
time was fpent by both orators in contenticxis on 
fubjeAs which were foreign to the immediate bufi- 
nefs of the houfe. Forcible as Mr. Fox was in ar- 
gument ; dexterous, ikilful, and ingenious, as lord 
North was in eluding a ftrength which he could not 
meet ; the reafoning of both wanted clofenefs, 
and compared arrangement : befides, as of two 
very able combatants Mr. Fox was incomparably 
the fuperior, lord North in his taftics naturally. imi^ 
tated, in order to parry bis aflailant. Mr. Pitt was 
of a different cafl, and charafler ; he was far from 
being under the necefiity of (hifting blows that he 
could repel by equal force, and return with well-di- 
rected effort. Difciplined in reflexion zhd argu- 
iDentation, as well as powerful in talents, he 
thoroughly knew his own ground, and his ability 
to maintain it in any mode which he judged expe^ 
dient ; he was not therefore to be hurried away by 
the evolutions of his adverfary. Mr. Pitt at this time 
declared an intention, to which in the courfe of 
his parliamentary warfare he generally adhered, 
that let Mr. Fox range ever fo wide into extraneous 
fubjeds, he fhould confine his anfwers to what he 
conceived relative to the purpofe. In the preiisnt 
debate, he obferved, various topics had been difcufled 
by Mr. Fox, fuch as the politics of the emperor and 
the German confederacy, which were not wiihin the 

control • 
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control of the houfc : the treaty with Ruffia was in chap. 

. XX.XV. 

confiderable forwjirdnefs, but neither that propo- ^.-w 

fition nor the, negociation with France were yet *?'^' 
proper to be difcuffed ; objeftions were therefore 
premature, and only hypothetical concerning a 
fubjeft fo imperfeftly known. Fox replied, by 
placing hi$ former obfervations in a new light, with- 
out any frefh argument ; and no general debate hav- 
ing enfued, the addrefs was carried without a divifion. 
The firft important obieft that occupied the Duke of 

J ,., . r !• r 1 • 1 Richmond*! 

deliberations 01 parliament, was a meaiure which fchemefor 
originated with the duke of Richmond, mafter-ge-. [he alclf, 
neral of the ordnance. Intelligent and ardent, y*'***- 
this nobleman had paid peculiar attention to 
mathematics, as a ground-work of military fkill, 
efpecially gunnery and fortification, and defired to 
reft a great portion of the natioiial defence againft 
the approaches of an enemy, on the abilities and 
exertions of an engineer. In thefe fentiments 
he was confirmed by his conception of recent 
events. The late war had feen the Bourbon ztp^ 
madas hovering on our coafts : accident only (he 
thought) fecured us from the danger with which 
we were menaced ; our country might have been 
attacked, our docks and harbours deftroyed. Un* 
der this impreflion the duke, from the time he be-> 
came mafter of the ordnance, had been uniformly 
eager for adding to our defences a plan of fortifica- 
tion, and, as we have feen, had inculcated this doe- 
trine upon minifters. In the former feffion, a fcheme 
of his grace for fortifying the dock-yards of Portf- 
mouth and Plymouth was incidentally mentioned 
m the hottfe- of commons, without being intrp- 

duced 
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CHAP, duced m a regular morion : the houfe expreffed an 

XXXV. ' 

s^^^.-^ unwillingnefs to apply the public money to the exe- 
>7«^ cution of fuch a fcheme, until acquainted with the 
opinions of perfons moft competent to decide on the 
iivifdpm and utility of fuch a meafure. That the 
defired information might be obtsuned, his majefty 
appointed a board of military and naval officers to 
take the proje£t under confideration, and to meet 
for that purpofe at Portfmouth with the duke of 
Richmond as their prefident; The inftru6lions 
iffued to this council propounded fix hypotheti- 
cal poiitions as themes for difcuffion, and 
annexed heads and queftions for directing the 
application of the afiumprions to the objeds of 
enquiry *. The hypothefis on which the propofi- 
tion was grounded was, that the fleet (hould be 
abfent, or for fome other caufe prevented from at 
fording its protedion to the dock-yards. In the 
firft and fecond problems, this cafe was aflumcd and 
• fubmitted to the council: the unanimous anfwer 
was, that if the dock-yards were not defended by 
the fleet, fortifications would be neceflary f- The 
fE>ur fubfequent heads of confultation were ground- 
ed upon this bafis ; and prefuppofing the abfence 
of the fleet, examined the probable force with 
which an enemy might inyade Britain during fuch 
abfence of our navy, the ti'oqps that might be ex- 
pe^ed to be ready, the time in which the ftrength 

* See inftnidlions tranfmitted to tbe board of ofHccrsi 
dated April 13th, I'J^S^ ^^^^ extmdls from the reports of 
the board, as laid before the hoafe of commons on the a7th 
of Feturaary, 17^6. 

t oee opimiMi of dEcers on dn firft and fecond data. 

of 
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of the country could be coIle£ted» and the infuiB- crap. 
ctency of the prefent works to hold out until an s««^.^w 
army were afiembled to o{>pofe the invaders. *7««- 
Concerning thefe iiibordinate queftions, there was 
confiderable diverfity of opinion ; the greater num- 
ber, however, delivered a report, which approved the 
fcheme of fortification as requifite for the fuppofed 
emergency, but gave no opinion on the probability 
th^t fuch a crifis would arife. Lord Percy and 
general Burgoyne, with feveral naval officers, 
went beyond the given cafe, and reprefented 
the hypothetical event as fo extremely unlikely to 
happen, that it was {leither wife nor expedient to 
provide againft it by the expenfive fyftem which 
was propofed. Admirals Milbanke and Graves, 
captains Macbride, Hotham, Jarvis, and fome 
others, explicitly affirmed the fortifications to be 
totally unneceflary. The opinion of the majority 
of land-officers did not amount to an approbation 
of the fcheme, as actually right to be executed in 
the prefent ilate of the country ; but was merely 
an affent to the alleged neceffity of fortifying th6 
docks, if the country afforded no other means of 
defence, and no more than an admiffion of a con* 
ditional propofition as true, in the circumftances 
which its author fuppofed. So bounded an acquief- 
cence was conftrued by the duke of Richmond to 
authorife the immediate adoption of his plan ; to 
which the cabinet minifters acceding, a board of en- 
gineers was direded to make an eftimate of the ex:- 
peiice,and the requifite fum,a$ ftated by thefe gentle- 
men, amounted to 760,097 L After preparatory mo- j, fohmiftci 
tions for the produdion of papers, Mr; Pitt, on the «°p*f>'*- 

27th 
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CHAP, (f^lb of February, introduced the trfan in the fbl- 
s,,^.^,.^ lowing general refolution : " It -appears to this 
»7W* houfe, that to provide cflectually for fecuring bis 
majefly's dock-yards at Portfmouth and Plymouth 
by a permanent fyftem of fortification, founded oh 
the mod oeconomical principles, and requiring the 
fmalleft number of troops poflible to anfwer the 
purpofe of fuch fecurity, is an eiTential object for 
the fafety of the ftate, intimately connefted with 
the general defence of the kingdom', and neceflary 
for enabling the fleec to z€t with full vigour and 
efFeft for the proieftion of commerce; the fupport 
of our diflant poflfeiTions, ajid the profecution of 
offenfive operations in any war in which the na- 
tion may hereafter be engaged." 
Argument* The favourcrs of the meafure founded their argu^ 
ments on the report of the board of officers, which 
ftated, that neither naval nor military force, xwr 
even both united, could afFord a fecurity ade- 
quate to the importance of our dock-yards ; fortifi- 
cations were therefore abfolutely neceffary, in addi- 
tion to both. They reprefented the duke of Rich- 
mond's fcheme as the mod eligible that could be 
adopted, fince it was fufficient for the requi- 
fite defence, capable of being manned by the 
fmalleft force, demanded the lead expence to ered, 
and afforded an increafiijg degree of fecurity 
in the courfe of the conftruclion. Thefe works, 
moreover, would give greater fcope to our fleets ; 
becaufe the dock-yards being thus proteded, the 
navy would confequently be unfettered, and left at 
liberty to aft as occafion might require, in whatever 
part of the world its prefence might be neceffary ; and 

they 
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Aey woold alfo reduce the ftanding army. Were ah ci h a p. 
inviefion threatened, and were we to truft only to our s,.^.*>w 
military force, there would be a necelfity for aug- '786. 
mefiting to a moft enormous degree that army on 
wbkh the whole fafety of the kingdom was to reft ; 
but, if it Were aflifted with fortifications^ a much 
fmaller force would anfwer the purpofe. An alarm 
had prevailed, that the meafure was unconftitutiohal 
in its tendency, by laying a foundation for a ftanding 
army, and diverting into an ufelefs and dangerous 
channel thofe refources which (hduld ftrengthen 
our navy : far from rendering an increafe of troops 
ncceflary, the propoftd plan wbuld aftually tend to 
remove iljie neceffity of keeping up fo large a mili- 
tary eftablifhment as otherwife muft be main- 
tained. 

Thefe arguments were by no means received Argument* 
without oppofition and controverfy ; but the fpeaker 
who moft peculiarly diftinguilbed himfelf, was Mr. 
Sheridan, who was faft rifmg to very high oratorial 
fame and political importance. On the prefent 
queftion |je exhibited the fubftance of all the rea- 
foning that could be adduced againft the fcheme,and 
contended, that in itfelf and in its confequences 
*the projeft was dangerous and unconftitutional ; 
that the nature and circumftances of the report 
made by the board of officers did not warrant pr 
authorife' the fyftem; fortifications would not re- 
duce the ftanding army, or if they did, they would 
ftill be conftituents of ftrength to the crown, 
even (hould it interfere with the rights and liberties 
of the people. The poffible exiftence of this cafe 

was 
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c H A i>. was implied in the proyifions of the bill of rights^ 
^.....v^ and in the falutary and facred referve with whicby 
17S6. fof g (hoft 2nd limited period, we annually entntfted 
the executive magiftrate with the neceflary defence 
Mr. sheri- of the couutiy. The orator firft viewed the quef- 
wiihefoni. tion on the general ground of conftitutbnai jea- 
fi»tioos. JQ^fy^ refpcfting the augmentation of military force. 
This fentiment, fo natural to Britons, implied no 
fufpicion perfonally injurious to the individual 
fovereign, or even his minifters; it merely con- 
fidered kings and their counfellors as aduated by 
the fame paffions with other men : princes were 
fpnd of power ; frokn the co9ftitution of the army 
it muft obey the executive ruler, therefore it ought 
to be circumfcribed as much as was poilibly coniift*- 
ent with the public fafety. Soldiers were main- 
tained for national defence and fecurity^ and were 
not to be multiplied beyond the n^ceifity in which 
only they could originate. The minifter had en- 
deavoured to anticipate this forcible objedion to the 
new plan^ by perfuading the houfe that the fortifi- 
cations would leflen, inftead of enlarging the ftand- 
. ing army ; but his arguments on the fubjeft could 
not {land the teft of examination. If it was proper 
to fortify Portfmouth and Plymouth, the realbns 
which juftified fuch a meafure would apply to tvetf 
other port in the kingdom, which might be of fuffi- 
cient importance to require defence. The plan, 
as it now ftood, proceeded upon two fuppofitioiis 
extremely improbable ; the firft was. That we (hould 
be fo much inferior on our own feas, as to permit 
the enemy to land : fecondly, That if they did in- 
vade 
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vade Britain, they would chufe to attack the only 
places we had fortified. Might they not, on fuch a 
fuppofition, land between Plymouth and Portf- ^^^•* 
mouth ; or in Suflex, Kent, or the eaftem coalb» 
and ftrike at the heart of the empire ? If fortifica- 
tion' was M be our defence, there muft be a circle 
of fdrtrefles round the coafts ; the completion oF 
fuch a projeft would require a military eftablifli* 
TOcnt, extenfive beyond all former example. The 
fafety of England refted on our navy, the courage 
and enterprize of our' people, and not upon ram- 
parts and mtf enchments. The propofed fortifica- 
tions would not be our fafe-guard againft an inva- 
fion; but, though far from being beneficial, they 
might be efficacious: the garrifon? requiring fuch 
an additional irumber of Handing troops, in the 
hands of an ambitious prince or minifter might be 
employed againft the liberties of the people. The 
propofition was not only uhconftitutional, unnecef- 
fary, and abfurd, but unauthorized by the report 
of officers ; mutilated as the ftatement was which 
had been fubmitted to the houfe, it did not contain 
grounds for juftifying the fcheme. The opinion 
of naval officers had been withheld, but the opinion 
of land officers was founded upon hypothetical and 
conditional fuggeftions, and upon fuch data as the 
matter-general had propofed to them; for the 
truth or probability of which, the board invariably 
refufed to make themfelves refponfible. In this 
part of his fpeech, Sheridan diverfified his ck>fe 
and poignant reafoning by an interfperfion of wit 
moft happily appropriated to the fiibjeft. The re- 
port (he fisdd) had beenfo artfully^ framed, that the 
board of officers appeared to have Emitted thq 
Yx)L.IV. H datat 
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c H A F. ^4; whereas they only aflented to conckfionty 
Ui,^^ which in their opinion would enfue on the affump^ 
' '7'^ tion of the data. The mafter*-general of the ord- 
nance deferved the warmed panegyrici for the 
ftriking proofe which he had given of his gentug as 
an engineer, which appeared even in planning 
and conftrufting the report in queftion; the 
profefiional ability oif the mafter-general ihone conr 
fpicuouOy there, a$ it would upon our coafts : he 
I^d made an argument of pofts^ and conduced 
his reafoning upon principles of trigonometry as 
well as logic« There were certain detached data^ 
like advanced works, to ]£eep the enemy at a 
diftance from the main objed in debate; ftrong 
provifiohs covered the flanks of his aflertions ; his 
very queries were in cafemates; no impreffion 
therefore was to be made on this fortrefs of fo^ 
phiftry by defultory obfervationS) and it was necef- 
fary to fit down before it, and aflail it by regular 
approaches. It was fortunate, however, he faid, 
to obferve, that notwithftanding all the ikill em- 
ployed by the noble and literary engineer, his mode 
of defence on paper was open to the fame object 
lion which had been urged againft his other forti« 
iicatbns, that, if his adverfary got poffeflion of one 
of his pods, it became ftrength againft him, and the 
means of fubduing the whole line of his argument, 
}jlo fuppprter of the bill undertook to refute the 
arguments of Mr. $heridan^ many who ufually 
voted with adminiftrarfon, were averfe to the 
prefent meafure ) ev^n Mr. Pitt wal believed- not 
to be very eager ior ks fiiccefib and the event ivas 
fcrndnly diflEereat from the ifiiie of moft of his pro- 
ppfitjbns^ fiarwlien the queftioncame to a divi« 
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^Q) the numbers were equal, and the cafling vote <^ h a p. 
of the fpeaker negatived the motion. w^^^w 

Soon after the defeaft of a fcheme which tended *^^^* 
to increafe military eftablifliments, a bill was intro- 
duced for enlarging the authority of military courts, 
by fubjeAing to their jurifdiftion officers who held 
commiffiona by brevet. This daufe occafioned a 
ftrenuous oppofition in both houfes : the ground 
of difapprobation was the arbitrary nature of mar*- 
tial law, which was juftified only by necefHty, and 
therefore ought to be extended no farther than ne- 
ceffity required. Its objeS was to fecure the dif- 
tharge of duty on actual military fervice, therefore 
it ought not to operate out of that fervice. The 
fupporters of the motion cohtraded, that fuch offi- 
cers might be invefted with command, and there- 
fore ffiould be made fubjed to a court-martial in cafe ^ 
of profeffional mifbehaviour ; there were alfo many 
other military officers who were not muftered, fuch 
as governors and lieutenant-governors, who ' might 
eventually exercife command, and ought therefore 
to become amenable to the laws which bind other 
foldiers : perfons chufing to have the advantage of 
military rank, fbould hold it on the condition of com* 
plying with military rules ; and if they difliked the 
terms, they might eafe themfelves of their grievance 
by refigning their commiffions. On thefe grounds 
the daufe was carried in both houfes. 

On the a9th of March, Mr. Pitt brought forward 
his plans * for the redudion of the national debt. A 

* The miniiler is believed to. have availed hixriielf of the 
fiDancial ability of Dr» Price, who fo thoroughly underfto^ 
^litical arithmetic. 

H a conm^ittec 
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P 9 A p. committee had been appobted early in the feflios> 

v^i-v^ in order to Inveftigate and exadly afcettain the 

pian'o^/'Mr. P^^^^ income and expenditure, and ftrike the ba- 

Pitt for re. lancc I the refult of the inveftigation from the in- 

national coipe of the yeai 1785, was, 
^^ Income, -^ C^5^379y^S^^ 

Expenditure, -^ 14,478,1 8 1 



So that a furplus of more than £• 900,000 remained ; 

and on this balis Mr. Pitt formed his fcheme. He 

propofed that, by taxes neither numerous nor bur- 

ii fobmitttd denfome, the balance might be raifed to a million : 

to t w ylia- 

nent by a fuccinfb and clear view of our finances he de- 
monftrated, that excels of income beyond expendi- 
ture was in the prefent and following years likely 
to increafe ; but in making his calculations, he had 
contented himfelf with concluding that it would 
pot decreafe. This million was to be appropriated 
nnalienably to the gradual extindion of the national 
debt. Several favings of expence and increafes of 
revenue, efpecially through the cuftoms from the 
fuppreffion of fmuggling, would add to the national 
income; annuities would alfo fall into the fame 
fund ; the accumulated compoond added to thefe 
fources would, in twenty-eight years, if properly 
managed, produce an annual revenue of four mil- 
lions to the ftate. For the management of this fund, 
commiffioners were to be appointed to receive 
^two hundred and fifty^thoufand pounds quarterly, 
with the full power of employing it in the pur- 
chafe of (lock. In chufing perfons to be entrufted, 
Mr, Pitt proceeded on his general principle, which 
|iad been already exhibited in his India bill j that in 

circum^ 
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drcutnftances requiring new delegation of estecu- chap. 
torial power, the ttuft fhould be vefted in itneil ^^00^^'^ 
whofe official fituation prefumed their competency ^^^ 
to the execution of the eotiimiinon;-the fpeaker 
of the houfe of commons, the chancellor of the 
exchequer, the mafter of the tolls, the governor 
and deputy-governor of the bank of England, and 
accountant-general, were gentlemen whofe nomi^ 
nation he recommended. After illufttating his 
calculations, and the advantages>of his fcheme, he 
compreflfed the fubftance into the following mo- 
tion : *^ That the fum of one million be annually 
granted to certain commiffioners, to be by them 
applied to the purchafe of (lock, towards difcharging 
the public debt of this country ; which money (hall 
arife out of the furpluQes, excefles, and overplus 
monies, compofing the fund commonly called the 
finking fund.'* The policy of contrafting expen- 
diture within income, in order to liquidate debt, 
was fo obviouily juft, that no one diilented from 
the principle, but various objc^ions were made to 
the fcheme. Thefe are reducible to two general 
heads-: firfl:, that the alleged excefs did not exift : 
fecondiy, that admitting its exiftence, the pro« 
pofed mode of application was not the bed that 
might be adopted. On this fubjeft, Mr. Sheridan Mr.ShetW 
took a leading'part in oppofition ; he moved a feries the mod ac« 
of refolutions, declaring there were not fuffieient J^*;w"erJ? 
grounds to eftablifli the exiftence of the affer|ed ^^"^J^^f^, 
furplus ; that the calculations werQ founded upon ptopofiwow 
one year peculiarly fa^vourable, and not upon fuch nifter. 
a number of fucceeding years as could conftitdte 

H 3 a im 
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CHAP, a fair average ; and that in the ezifting accounts eves . 

<^,>*^.^ of that year^ at lead i;i the report of the committee^ 
«7»«. there were certain articles erroneouily ftated to the 
credit of income, and others erroneoufly afligned to 
the diminution of expenditure. He> however, 
neither proved the alleged errors, nor the impro- 
priety of calculating from 1785, the firft year to 
whieh any reafoning on the reduced expenditure, 
or growing revenue of a peace efUhliihmeni and 
rifmg trade, could apply. The objedlons to the 
mode were principally adduced againft the appro- 
priation being unalienable in any circumftances : 
in times of war and pecuniary emergency, it might 
be expedient to have recourfe to the prefent fund, 
inftead of a loan. To modify this obje&ion, Mr* 
Fox propofed, that in a future loan the commiflion- 
ers might accept of as much of it as they could 
pay from the public money in their hands; and thus, 
befides a prevention of that amount of future debt 
which would be equivalent to the redemption of 
the paft, the public would be gainers by the profits 
which would accrue from fuch a loan *• Mr. Pitt. 
not only adopted, but highly applauded this claufe: 
Mr. Pulteney propofed, that the commiffioners 
fhould continue purcha^ng ftock for the public 
when at or above par, unlefs otherwife direded by 
parliament* This provifion, of which the obje^ 

• For inftance> if there were a loan of (ix millions^ o£ 
which the commifiioners contraded ibr one million, and 
there wai a Smmi ^ two per cent« the pubJie would gain 

was 
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was to attach to parliament the refponfibility ot e h a p, 
giving inftru6tions to the commiffioriers, if neceflary ^.-^.-^ 
in the fpecified circumftances, was adopted* The '7>& 
bill containing the original principle and plan^ 
though with fome modification of the latter, pafTed 
through both houfes, and received the royal aiTent* 
Mr. Pitt had examined the frauds againft the 
revenue with minutenefs and fuUnefs of enquiry. '""''* ^ 
In no fubjeft of impoft be found they were more Mr.Pittfor 
prevalent than in wine: the prefent amount of Si'JIbjJJJSiift 
the revenue refulting frbiA thart article was lefs by ^'•/'"'^ 
two hundred and eighty thoufand pounds, than in tof^bjea 
the middle of the laft century, yet ft was mantfeft ^^urtte 
that the confumption was greatly increafed lince ^^^ 
that period : he attributed the defamation, firft, to 
the fraudulent ifnportation of large quantities of 
fcMTeign wine, without paying the duties : fecondly^ 
and principally, to the fale of a fpurious liquor un^^ 
der ^e name of that beverage. To remedy this 
evil, he propofed a bill for fubje£ling foreign 
wines to the excife; by this means they could 
no longer fraudulently efcape the payment of 
the revenue, as the excife, by its opportunities of 
more completely vigilant inFpeAion, could much 
shore eflFedually prevent fmuggling^ if attempted i 
and there would not be the fan)e' motives to adulte-* 
ration, when the fubftitute (hould have to pay the 
fame duty as the genuine : the confequence would 
be, that the public would, without an additional 
price, procure better wine, and the revenue would 
be much greater, which would produce an increafed 
demand for our manufadufes, and thus the ma& 
of productive induftry would be augmentedi. Fof 

»4 \ tU 
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CHAP, minded Mr. Burke of his charges agakft the go- 
v..^^ yenior-generaU faid that he was now returned frDm 
S78^ India, and called on his acctifer to bring forward 
the auctions of criminality, that they nrighc un^ 
dergo the enquiry and receive the decifion of the 
bo«fe. Major Scott was, doubtlefs, warmly at- 
tached to Mr. Haftings, and perfectly confident of 
his tanoceAce ; neverdielefs, the prudence of focb 
a challenge is very queftionable. Many warmly 
approved Mr. Haftings's charader and adn!Hfli({]i&- 
tion^ and conceived him the faviour of India front 
a native combination co-operating with the ambi- 
tion of France } thefe admirers could not eftimate 
him more highly than at prefent, though be were 
freed from charges which they thought alto* 
gether unfounded, while perfons of a contrary 
opinion might not be convinced even by his 
acquittal. Mr. Scott undoubtedly knew^ that 
however innocent his friend might really be, there 
was a great body of oral and written evidence in 
the reports of the committees, which tended to efta^ 
blift the oppofite belief, or at any rate to leave the 
iflue doubtful ; the multiplicity and complexify of 
allegations would certainly render the procefe ex^ 
tremely tedious. From all thefe circumftanc^s^ aft 
enquiry and trial mud involve its fubjed i» a 
labyrinth of difficulty, even were the ultimate event 
to be favourable. The zeal, therefore, which pro* 
duced this defiance, was evidently imprudent ; by 
roufing charges that might have lain dormant, it 
aftually proved highly injurious to him whom it 
was mtended to ferve. Mr. Burke did not imme* 
diately anfwer major Scott's fummonsj but within 

a few 



aienii 



REIGIT or GEOHGl III. ,07 

a few days opened the difcuilionr On the 17th of c h a p. 
February he brought the fubjea before the vili^^ 
houfe, and in zn introduftory fpeech traced the , <7S6. 
hiftory of the proceedings of parliament refpeding open* t^he 
the afiairs of Britifli India, and alfo the alleged nut^,^ 
mifcondiia of the company's fervants, from the- J"^'*^^ 
period of lord CJiye's government to the reports 
of the fecret and feted committees, the refotationt 
moved thereupon, and the approtiation repeatedly 
given to thefe proceedings by his majefty from the 
throne. On the authority, the fan^licm, and the 
encouragement thus afforded him, he refted his 
accusation of Mr. Haftings as a delinquent of the 
firft magnitude. There were three fpecies of in- Hcfropofa 
quifition againft a ftate culprit : firft, profecution ^^ ^-^^1^ 
in the courts below, which, in the prefent cafe, he 
thought very inadequate to the complicated naiure 
and extent of the offence, and the enormity of the 
offender : fecondly, a bill of pains and penalties of 
which he difapproved as a hardfliip and injufiice to 
the accufed, by obliging him to anticipate his de- 
fence, and by impofing on the houfe two relations 
that ought ever to be kept feparate, thofe of ac^ 
cufers and of judges. The only procefs that re-- 
mained, was by the ancient and conftitutional mode 
of impeachment. The firfl: ftep in fuch a caufe, 
was a general review of the evidence, to enable 
them to determine whether the perfon charged 
fiiould be impeached. If the general queftion was 
carried in the affirmative, they mud next appoint 
a^ committee to divide and arrange the evidence, 
under the heads of which the impeachment (hould 
confift. He propofed, previoufly to a refolution 

of 
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CHAP, of impeachment, that the evidence fiiould be par-* 
,J^^^\ tieularly inveftigatcd by a committee of the whde 
17^^ houfe, that they m%ht be well acquainted with the 
grounds of procedure before they fhould attempt 
to proceed. He eloquently defcribed the difagree- 
able nature of an accufer's office, and contended 
that it was not impofed on him by choice, but by 
fieceffity. He moved for the production of papers 
alleged to contain evidence relative to the fubjed, 
and endeavoured to ihew that Mr. Dundas, who in 
1782 had moved the recal of Mr. Haftings, ought 
to have taken a lead in the prefent bufinefs. Ivlr. 
Dundas acknowledged that he had recommended 
the recal of Mr. Haftings as politically expedient, 
but denied that his propofition expreifed, or even 
implied, any judicial charge of criminal condudi:, 
which confiftency would require him to fupport ; 
if there was appearance of guilt, he agreed that it 
ought to be inveftigatcd, that if found to be real, 
adequate puniihment might be inflided. No ob- 
jeftion was made to the produftion of the papers 
which were then fpecified ; but Mr. Burke conti- 
nuing at fubfequent meetings to move for various 
other documents, Mr. Pitt, before he would agree 
to the requifuion, propofed that theaccufer (hould 
exhibit an abftraft of the charges' which he in- 
tended to adduce, that the houfe might judge whe- 
ther the papers required or to be required were re- 
and pre. Icvant to the elucidation of the fubjed. Mr, Burke 
mSJJ of""* read a fliort outline of the charges, and pointed 
ainauSs' ^^^ ^^^ matters which the writings were intended to 
explain and fubftantiate. The charges were twenty- 
two in number : firil, the Robilla war : lecond, 

the 
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the detention of revenues of the province of Cola chap. 

XXXV 

Alia Habad : third, the proceedings refpefting s^ 
Cheyt Sing: fourth, the conduft towards the «7'^ 
princefles of Oude : fifth and fixth, the treat- 
ment of two rajahs : feventh, extravagant con« 
tra&s made by Mr. Haftings in the name of the 
company: eighth, illegal prefents: ninths dif*- 
regsuti of the orders of the Eaft India company : 
tenth, eleventh, and twelfth, extravagant con- 
trads on account of the company, and enormous 
lalaries beftowed on officers of his own inftitution : 
thirteenth, ambaffadors fent to Arcot and the de- 
can: fourteenth, the Mahratta treaty: fifteenth, 
the management of the revenues of Bengal: , 
fixteenth, the ruin of the province of Oude: 
feventeenth, the difmiflfal of Mahomed Khan 
from the internal management of Bengal : eight- 
eenth, treatment of the Mogul: nineteenth, a 
libel upon the diredors: twentieth, the Mah- 
ratta war: twenty-firft, the fuppreffion of cor- 
refpondence: twenty«fecond, the treatment of 
Fizullakham. Of thefe articles, by £ir the moft 
diftinguiflied were the third and fourth: Mr. 
Burke employed the remainder of February and 
the whole of March in moving for papers and pre- 
paring his accufations. On the 4th of April he 
charged Warren Haftings efquire, late governor- 
general of Bengal, «i^ith fundry high crimes and 
mtfdemeanors ; nine of his articles he then deli-* 
vered, and the other thirteen /the following week. 
Mr. Haftings petitioned the houfe that he might be 
heard in bis defence, and that he might be allowed 
t copy of the accuiatiom The &rft requeft the 

profecutors 
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CHAP, profecutors granted : Mr. Burke objeded to the Iaft» 
J^^li, at lb early a ftage of the prdiscutbii; he vas^ 
n9^ howerer, oyer-ruled. The month of May was 
chiefly occupied in examining evidence ; and on the 
firft of June Mr. Borke adduced his firft charge, 
in the following terms : ^^ That there are grounds 
fuiBcient to charge Warren Haftti^ efq. with high 
crimes and mifdemeanours, upon the matter ci the 
faid article/' After a full difcuflion, ic appeared to 
the houfe, that this war was unavoidi^)ie on the 
part of Mr. Haftings : this proposition was ne* 
gatived by a majority of one hundred and nineteoi 
' to feventy-fix. On the 3d of June, Mr. Fox 
brought forward the charge relpefting Benares : 
he contended that Mr. Haftings had aded unjuftly 
in his firft demands ; that his fubfequent conduct 
was a continuation and increafe of injufticej but 
that his laft proceedings, when be arrived in that 
ptovincej were flagrantly iniquitous and tyrannical, 
and had rendered the Britifh name odious in India. 
On the other hand, it was argued that the de- 
mands of Mr. Haftings were agreeable to the efta* 
bliihed condud of fuperiors in India, from their 
tributary dependents, in fituations of danger and 
emergency : the drcumftances of affairs were ex^ 
tremely critical ^ the governor-general was rc^ 
duced to the alternative of either requiring pecuniary 
fl^pplies, or wanting money to pay his troops, when 
their moft ftrenuous efforts were neceffary for 
faving India againft the confederacy of France, and 
the native powers ; the rajah's fefufal, combined 
with various parts of his condud, manifefted difit& 
fefiion to the Britifli eftabliihment, when Mr« 

Haftings 
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Haftings went to Benares ; Cheyt Sing was alfo in chap. 
aAual rebellion, and intimately conneded with the w^^^ 
allied enemies of Britifli India. His condu£t was <7Si. 
Cberefoxe juftified by neceffity , as part of that general 
fyllem of wife and comprefaenfive policy which 
preferred our important interefts in Indoftan. 
Mr. Pitt admitted that the fituation of affairs at a maion^, 
that period was extremely critical> but confidered the Mr!**?:?, 
proceedings at Benares beyond the exigence of the fn'JJ^JJ^ 
cafe, and neceffity of the fervice. It was carried by »«»« "j *« 
a majority of one hundred and nineteen.to feventy* «pinft 
nine, that there was a matter of impeachment in the ^^^ *'***• 
charge in queftion. 

During thefe proceedings concerning part of the Mr. Dim- 
» tranfa£lions in India, Mr. Dundas introduced a bill i^\m^^. 
for the improvement of its government in future. ief/.^n^t^'W 
Its principal objeft was to enlarge the powers of the J."««^ i«- 
govemor^general ; firft, by vefting in him the no- 
mination of the vacant feats in the council ; fe^ 
condly, by limiting the officers of the governor- 
general an^ commander in chief of the forces ; and 
thirdly, by authorifing him to decide upon every 
meafure, even though not agreeable to the council* 
The pr^pofition was oppofed by Mr. Burke, a$ 
Hading to introduce defpotic government into In* 
dia; but its framer infifted, that the refponfibility 
of the governor-general was in proportion to hn 
power, and that sd)ufeof his truft was punifliable by 
a fair and eftabliihed judicature ; he was himfelf 
fatisfied, after long and attentive enquiry into the 
affairs of India, that all the recent mifchiefs tn that 
(OUAtr;^ Jiad afifen from the parties formed in th^ 

different 
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different councils, and the faftious fpirit whkh had 
almoft unifbnnly pervaded thefe bodies. By his 
fyftem, the governor-general, on the one hand, 
would no longer be reftrained by perfonal pique 
and fadious oppofitbn, from forming and exe- 
cuting fuch plans as he thought moft conducive to 
the public good ; yet, on the other hand, he was 
amenable to the laws of his country for any unjuft, 
tyrannical, or injurious exercife of his power. The 
authority allowed to the officer in queftion, was 
founded on the fame general principle, as that con« 
ferred on thefeveral members of the Britifli fiate, 
fufficiently extenfive to effeft the ufeful purpofes 
required, and fo clearly bounded as to prevent per- 
nicious exercife. 

The fupplies of this feffion were eighteen thou- 
fand feamen» and about thirty thoufand foldiers. 
A loan was wanted, 2,500,000/. were to be raifed 
by exchequer bills, paid as ufual, from the firft 
aids of the following year ; about 200,000/. were 
to be raifed by a lottery. There ttrere no new 
taxes, but a duty of a penny per gallon on fptrits, 
on deals^ and battens, on hair-powder and poma- 
tum, the .whole being intended to make up the fum 
ftated to be wanted ; that the fbrplus of incomit 
might be the annual million appropriated to the 
liquidation of the national debt. 

On the nth of July his majefty clofed the fef^- 
fion by a fpeech fir^m the throne, in which he 
teftified the higheft fatisfadion with the meafures 
adopted for improving the refources of the country, 
and reducing the national debt. He continued to 

receive 
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receive a£furances that the peace was likely to re^ chap. 
main undifturbed ; the happy eflFefts of general ^^^^ Lr 
tranquillity appeared in the extenlion of the na- ^7^s* 
tional commerce, en^ he iliould adopt every mea- 
. fure tending to confirm thefe advantages, and to 
give additional encouragement to the manufactures 
and induftry df his people. 
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Continental affairs. — Death and charaEler of Frederic af 
Pruffia*''^His provijions for tbefecurity of bis fticcejfor. — 
Revolution in Denmarh-^^een dowager difgraeedy and 
the reins of govermnent affunud by the prince royd^^^Phf* 
fical calamities in various parts of the eontinent^^^Com^ 
tnerdal and political purfuits of Francc-^^AmiabU charac^ 
ter of Louis XVL^^Britain ; — Alarming attempts againjl 
our fovereign^ — providentially prevented. — Magnanimous 
humanity of the king. — The perfon proves to be a lunatic 
named Margaret Nicholfon. — General conjlemation on 
hearing of the attempt. — Anxious affeBion of all ranks fir^ 
their revered fovereign.^^Congratulatory addrejfes. 

CHAP. Cy^ i^^ coatinent of Europe, no event fo much 

J^];^^^ ^^ diftinguifhed the year 1786, as the death of 

1786. Frederic IL king of Pruffia i who, for half a cen« 

^n^ineniai ^^^^^ j^^^j ^^^^ £^^j^ ^ confpicuous part ott thc 

^^\^ grand military and political theatre. Were we to 
Frederic of eftimatc his condud on the fimple principle, that a 
long and conftant feries of fuccc^es muft arife from 
the pofieffion and fteady exertion of adequate quali- 
ties, we fhould find grounds for concluding, that 
the talents of Frederic, as a foldier, a ftatefman, and 
a law-giver, were Angularly eminent* Concerning 
a man who has long enjoyed the uncontrolled di- 
redion of any fpecies of affairs, we may fairly and 
candidly aik, in what ftate did he find the fubjeft 
of his truft ? did any material advantage affijil, or 
difficulty retard, its improvement I has he left the 
profefled objeds of his care in a better or worfe 

fituation? 



HEIGHT OF GEORGE Hi. ug 

fituation? When the government of Pruffia de- c " a p, 
volvcd upon Frederic, he found a fmall, inconfider- s-^..-w 
able, and disjointed kingdom, without arts, indiiftry, ^7B6. 
or riehcs; smd without either the difpofition or means 
of rendering the territory produdive, the inhabitants 
profperous, or the ftate refpeftable. The treafury 
was fcanty, and the income inferior to the necefiary 
expenditure; hb dominions were furrounded by 
powj^rfiil and jealous potentates, who commanded 
Numerous, valiant, and well-difciplined armies : in 
fifth circumftances, Frederic raifed his country to 
be a great, well-compafted, and flourifhing empire* 
By teaching his fubjefts induflry, agricultural ikill, 
manu£sL£tures, and commerce, he bettered their 
condition, civilized their manners, enlightened 
their underftandings, and enabled them to acquire 
the comfens and enjoyments of life. His king- ^ 
d<)m, which before occupied a fmali fpace in the 
geography, and ftill lefs in the politics, of Europe, 
was by hinx rendered the terror of its mod for- 
Sttdable. foes, and the a4miration of mankind. 
Great as was the refult, there are more fpecial 
giounds for eftimating the chara£ter of Frederib 
than bare effisds : his progrefs exhibits the opera- 
tjons of the mod efficacious qualities ;, an under- 
Stmidkkg that grafped every objeA of necefiary or 
ufeful confideration } an invention, rapidly fertile ifl^ 
r^urces, incteafed both in force and effort with' 
the difficulties by which its exertion was required : 
ielf-poBeffion n^ver fufferied his powers to be fof* 
pended by either peril or calamity i intrepid courage 
&Ged dmg^;! and magnanimous fortitude, fuftain- 
iag adveifityt rendered misfprtunes teiapoviry» 

la If fagi^ 
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CHAP, vhic^ would have overwhelmed othpw in deftriifir 
,^!i^!^ tion. Never had a leader with fo fnjiaU a far^^l^ 
17^6. contend with fuch a powerful combination, not 0$ 
mere naultitude (as .when Afiatic e&erYatipu ixf 
feeble crowds impotently tried to ov<srwheli|i Eura-» 
pean ftrength),. but of hardy, difcipliae4» and 
veteran troops, equal to his own in prowefr 
and military (kill, and qu^dcup^^ ;in. niWE^^t 
Frederic expierienced difmal reveries of forluoeii 
baving attained the highefl; pinnacle of fuccefs )sf 
dint of genius, he, from incidents, apd circBPfl 
(lances, againft which no wifdom could proyidft 
\vas driven to the loweft abyfs of di&kfter 5 tbie very 
exigence of his kingdom became doubtful ; hk inn 
flexible conftancy. Uninterrupted petfevera&ce, and 
tranfcendent abilities^ triumphed in calamities, and 
rofe through ad verfity tovidory and glory. His»- 
ertions during the fevqn. years war demonftrat^d to 
bis enemies, that all th^ir attempts to cruih Fre« 
der^c were unavailing againft him, and. recoiled oil 
tbemfelves/ Hoftilities being terminated, he had 
leifure to cuUiyace the arts of peace, and both la 
planniQg and executmg meafures for tha€ pur poftt. 
h^ pre^ved that his mind was formed for eiscelifeg^ 
not only in war, but in every other great and 
difficult .puifuit to. which circumftan^es might tt^ 
quire .the ditediop of hi& 'efforts. Compfece com^ 
prehenfion of objeds firaplified plans for their attain^ 
ment : the Pj^uflian king was a great inventor ift 
. the militairy fyltem, particularly in tfee mode of^ 
attack. His .dbj^Q: was to renditr the itfaull irren 
laftihle in oine oc more points, fo fbat the dokfuflefr 
produced tbete might be coMnttnksiied tcy the 
^ •' . ^ whole 
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Wbble Jine; the means were not merely to advance c h a f. 

XXXVi 

intrepidly and charge vigorotrlly, but ip the moment .^ — [^ 

oFonfet to form fuch nnforefeen and fkilful difpofi. *7»«' 
tbns, as would enable an* army, greatly inferior in 
number, to furpafs the enemy in exertion, and 
wherever the aftion was likely to prove moft decifive, 
to bring a greater front to aft againft a fmaller *. 
His internal improvements propofed at once to 
iacreafe the refources and irreliorate the charac- 
ter of hM fubjefts ; to render them, both from exr- 
ternal circumftances and perfonal qualities, titter 
forfecuiing and extending individual and national 
profperity, virtue, and happinefs. Addifted himfelf 
to letters, he was extremely attentive to the educa- 
tion of his fubjefts, according to their circum- 
ftances, condition, or probable and deftined purfuitd. 
Tinftured with infidelity, he was far from encou- 
ragkig its general difFufion. Totally free himfeif 
from bigotted prejudice or fuperftition,* he knew 
the compatibility of fuch errors in others with moft 
beneficial conduft, and granted every feft full and 
undifturbed toleration. That there were great 
albys among Frederic's excellencies, he would be 
a partial panegyrift, not an impartial hiftorian, who 
ftould deny. The juftice of feveral parts of his 
conduft in .the early part of his reign was very 
^ueftionablieM One very important aft in a later 
period admits of no difpute : the difmemberment 
ctf Poland- will always remain a monument of 
exorbitant ambition and unjuftifiable ufurpation by 
.Frederic and the other powers concerned^ It 

♦ See Gillies's Frederic* " 

1 3 would 
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CHAP, would not be difficult to evince, that both the folK 

XXXVI 

t,..p-v-^ jefts thus forcibly acquired were bettered in thdr 
X7S^- condition by this annexation ; but fiiallow would 
be the tnoralift who, from eventual and contingent 
good^ would defend injuftice. It might be eafily 
fliewn that the greater number of viAorious 
commanders, in proporddn to their power, have 
been guilty of as ambitious ufurpations as Frederic, 
and that not many of them have by their vidories 
dbne fo much good. In appreciating conduft we 
myft coafider the circumftances and opportunities 
of the ag^t, and the temptations which thefe pro- 
• duced ; how very few men, it may be aiked, having 

a very defirable objeft within their grafp, would 
abdain from pofiefling it^ even though not conform^ 
able to ftriA juftiee. The perfpicacious and recoU 
letting obferver of mankind muft tecognjfe ftteh 
condufl to be natural, but the juft eftimator of 
moral fentiments and aftions will reprobate it as 
unjuft. Frederic, with confiaerable moral defefts, 
poiTefled very high moral and the very higheft in- 
telleflual excellencies ; he raifed a fmall poor ter- 
ritory to be a great, opulent, and powerful king- 
dom ; and rendered ignorant and uncivilized in- 
habitants an enlightened and civilized people. To 
a very great portion of mankind moft momentous 
benefits have accrued from the efforts of the re«» 
nowned Frederic. 
Hitprov^ As the power of Pruffia had arifen from the 
^cmi^'oit^ cownfels and exertions of Frederic, many appre* 
^^»?«- bended, that, refting on his charafter, its ftabiUty 
would be endangered by his death ; and fuppofed, 
U^at th^ ambitious confederation of (he imperial 

§ WHrts, 
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courtS| fo recently thwarted by the vigilant fagacity ^ ^ ^ ^• 
of Frederic, would take advantage of bis death,^ ^^-v^O 
and endeavour to reduce northern Germany t;o de- '^*'' 
pendence. But the provifions of Frederic had not 
been temporary, to expire with his own life : he 
acquired and formed fuch ftrength and power as 
could be proteded by mediocrity of talents, that 
he knew was to be generally expeded in fovereigns 
stf well as others, and which only he faw his imme- 
diate fucceiTor to pofleft. His counfellors had been 
trained by himfelf, and were likely to continue the 
plan of policy which the objed of thdr adoration 
had delineated and conduced with fo fignal fuccefs. 
For the prefervation of his dominions, Frederic be- 
queathed the moft efifedual fecurities to his fuccef- 
for which human wifdom could provide or devife, 
by leaving him a full treafury, and a formid- 
able army, wife and experienced counfellors, and 
a people enthufiadically attached to the government 
and memory of their illuftrious king. The impe- 
rial powers thought it by no means expedient to 
interfere with a kingdom fo powerfully protected, 
and were befides maturing their preparations for 
their own principal defign, in the profecution of 
which it was their obvious interefts to win Pruflla 
to forbearance, inftead of provoking her to war. - 
Thus the de^th of Frederic made no immediate per* 
ceivable difference in the politics of Europe. 

In Denmark a revolution had taken place in Revolution 
1784, which proved very beneficial to that king- JJ^j^' 
dom. Ever fix:ice 1772, the queen dowager having 
txiumphed over the unfortunate and ill-ufed Ma^ 
tilda, from the imbecility of the king, retained the 

1 4 fupreme 
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CHAP, fupreme power which fhe bad acqwM by iwhr 
v^^*.,,^ unjuftifiable means. Her (way was indeed efta- 
?786, bliflied beyond all control, and beyon4 tVfi prplMh 
))ility of fubverfion. She ha,d filled tb^ great office$ 
of (late with her adherents and fa^vovr^ites } the 
fpn of the unhappy Matilda was a. childs. zaA 
the chances againft his life at that tender age being 
confiderable, Julia's fon, prince Frederic, (lhc> 
king's half-brother,) was regarded ^s the prefuo^pr- 
live fucceflbr to the throne : all things feemcd to 
concur in fecuring hec influence and authority for 
life^ The cxercife of her dominion was far from, 
difpelling the hatred which the dowager-queea fa 
defervedly incurred by her means of elevation* Im- 
perious and tyrannical, ibe facrificed the national 
good to theinterefts of her fupporters and minions} 
^nd was hateful throughout the kingdoi^, except 
to her own creatures. Retribution though How 
was not the lefs fure } as the prince royal approach- 
ed to maturity^ he indicated qualities that excited 
the hopes of the people in general, and efpecially 
of thofe, many in number, who were difgufted with 
the queen-dowager's government. In the feven- 
teenth year of his age, the heir of th? crown, by 
|ii3 manly abilities and character, was become thq 
yniverfal favourite of the nation, and in a few 
months acquired fuch influence and power as to 
overwhelm the ufurpers of^ his father's authority^ 
With fuch wifdom and fecrecy had he formed hi$ 
meafures, that, being declared of age €tt feventeep^^ 
he w5s placed at the head of the council-boardi wbei^ 
Jie acquainted the junto that direfted the affairs of. 
tl?? kingdom ynder the ^ueen-dgwager^^tbat the king; 
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his fetha: had ho farther occaHon for their fervices, ^ " j^^f' 
before thfey had conceived the moft diftant idea of w— ^^-^i^.* 
thwr approiwhing downfaL Having difmiffed q^^/*. 
thefe miniftiers, be puHiflied an ordinance, that auwnscr 
no Qiders from the council of ftate were in future aU Sr** 
to be, received, or confidered valid, \!?hicb had '^^^^^l^' 
not been previoufly reported to the king, figned ajj^'n«'^ ^r 
by hiffi^ aftd counter-figned by the prince royalr royau 
Having acco^plifhed fo defirable and beneficiai 
a ch»t)ge, the prince conduded himfetf with tem« 
pente, wife, an^ magnanimous policy toward the 
junto and its head. He abftained from puniih- 
lug the planners and moft adive inftruments of 
the revolution 1772, any farther than by the lofs 
of their offices. On the queen herfelf he beftowed 
a 6iperb caftk and extenfive demefnes in Holftein^ 
whence it was underftood flie was not to return 
to court. PriBce Frederic had never taken any 
fiiare in his mother's cabals ; to htm his nephew 
prefented great poileilions, and made him fecond 
to himielf in the cabinet<-counciL His fubfequent 
conduct confirmed and increafed the opinion of 
his countrymen ; he beftowed the clofeft attention 
on pubUc bufinefs, and ftudied the political and 
commercial^ iaterefis of Denmark. His highnefl * 
planned and executed a very great and royal work^ 
which was finifhed in 1786^ the formation of aihort 
and dired): jun£tion between the Baltic and the 
German, ocean. This was eflFeiled by drawing a 
navigable canal from weft to eaft acrofs the peniiir 
fi)la of Jutland.. Befides: his. attention to official 
duty* ^be prince mani&fted a difpofition to literat- 

turcj 
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CHAP, ture, «Dd became ' the patron of learning aod 
s«.^/--w learned men* 

ph^u^'cM^ During this year and the two former, various 
inriics m paTts of thc woTid fuffered dreadful calamities from 
l^'thT'cM.* phyfical caufes. Earthquakes, which had fo defo- 
lated Calabria and other parts of Europe, raged 
both in Afia and America. In Europe and the 
adjacent parts of Africa and Afia, there was a fuc- 
ceiiion of fevere and irregular fealons; violent 
ftorms of rain fpread inundations over the richeft 
parts of Poland, Lithuania, Germany, Hungary, 
Italy, and France. Rigorous cold deftroyed the 
crops of Norway and Sweden ; and the fame caufes 
prevented Livonia from affording them the ufual 
fupplies: even the filheries of the north did not 
yield their wonted ftores } the confequences were, 
that l^orway> notwithftandmg every effort of go« 
vernment, laboured under an abfolute fanune* In 
Iceland a new kind of calamity ravaged the coun- 
try ; mount Hecla, and the other volcanos which 
fo much diftinguifh that ifland^ although perhaps 
they promote the purpofes of vegetation by com- 
municatmg a genial warmth to its frozen bofbm, 
have at all times been the terror, and at particular 
periods the fcourge and deftroyers, of the inhabit* 
9nts. The prefent calamity, however^ was totally 
new : the country with its products were now 
confumed by fubterraneous fire. This deftroyer of 
nature made its fir ft appearance in June 1784, re- 
duced to cinders every thing which it mef, and con- 
tinued burning until the month of May in the fol- 
lowing year, having in that time ezteqded its de- 

vaftation 
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IraAation dK>ut twenty leagues in length, and from chap. 

four to five in breadth. The great river Skaptage^ , ^,^ ' 

which was from feven to eight fathoms in depth, <7K 

and half a league in width, was entirely dried up, 

its bed and channel prefenting a dreadful yawning 

chafm *• A fimilar fire broke out about tins 

time en the eaftern fide of the fame range <^ 

mountains, and purfued its courfe. in the op- 

pofite diretion. The peftilence alfo raged with 

uncommon malignity over thofe countries which 

it ufually pervades: from the Atlantic borders - 

of Morocco to the extremities of Egypt, and 

from Faleftine to the mouth of the Euxine, the 

Afridm and Afiatic coafts of the Mediterranean, 

with thofe of Thrace on the oppofite fide, the 

cruehy of its ravages was fevere, and the de- 

ftru^on of mankind grisater, than at any period 

within the reach of memory, or perhaps within the / 

records of hiftory. 

France perfevered in her attention to maritime and cotimutiA 
commercial afl^rs, and endeavoured Co increafe the ^rfdu^*^ 
number of her naval arfenals and harbours on the ^^^^^n^* 
poean. The pon of Cherburg, on the coaft of 
Normandy, from its vicinity to England, and 
lying "direftly oppofite to Hampfliire, feemed 
dircftly calculated for this purpofe. Here the 
French were conftru£ting a capacious bafin, with 
docks and oth^r requifites neceifary to a great na- 

* About a fboFth part of the confumed foil confide^ of 
a'lavay and of moffy bogs or marfhes ; the remains of the 
burnt earth refembled vaft heaps of calcined ftones, and were 
of the colour of TttrioU Aanual Rcgifter 1786, Hiftory 
of Europe, p..6o. 



CHAP. Yal z,tk»dl ; the Works v^re- ftupeidiQiis.. It vm 
v.«-^v^ propofed to covQC^theitnd, beiAg;aboi«t a kague 
27^ Stfid a half ki leogtb, vv^th la jQ^ies of moIes» leaving 
only two fufficient openings^ oa< for tkt pa&ge of 
fliips of the largeft fize, aod^the othet for trading 
veffelffc Forts, with battwea of the Jbeavitfft cau- 
tion, w€re to be ereded on the diSSffttnt moks, 
in fuch fituatjons as to be impregnable, and to ren- 
der ttie approach of an enemy utterly impradi- 
cable« M. Calonne, the prin^ mimfter of France^ 
in order to open the way for the introdudioD 
of foreign induftry, procured the publicatioiir of a 
kw, which might be confidered as a counter^part 
of the noted edid of Nantz;. This wfts a .decr^ 
which invic^d ftrangers of aU chtiftian aadcais 
and religious perfuafioas to fettle in the country, 
and enabkd them to purchafe landa and topj sdl 
the rights of citizens *. . To encourage artifts aid 
xnanufadurers of ail countries to fettle in France, 
another ordinance was puhU(hed, aUowk:^ them 
the fame privileges which they enjoy^ in their na- 
tive lands, and for a limited tim^e graadng them an 
immunity from all duties on the Hnportation of the 

• The judicious author of the hiftory of Europe^ in the 
Annual Regifter of 1786, obferves, that it aiForded a fingular 
objeft of moral and political confideration, to behold fourteen 
veficls »from North Anierica arrive together in the harbonr 
of rhinfei^k;* freighted with the £sati^e% good&» aiadproperfir 
of a colony of quakers and baptifts (the moft rigid, perhaps, 
in their religious principles of any among tfee^ rfiffatmtd), 
who were to come to fettle at that place, in a Roman ca- 
tholic country, and under the government of the French 
monarch; twp circumftances the moft direaly oppofite to 
their ancient fentiments, whether political or r^igious* 

raw 
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n^tr *mat*iate ibtUbwere ufedrtit thetf jiianuiirfl^ires j c h a pj 
sUb oMi^liftg th^iDi^a^d th0if/wc)tkmeni:frQm th^ v...--v-iw 
payWftnt of taxWj joftd dvcrj'peajfonalimpcift*^ iOa •''*• 
diefe ^adii^s; tbdj wer^ ofaHg^d to conriniie for 
t fpeCified number of^Y^^ ^^ the kingdom, bmt^ at 
tKe €J5tptr«licia o£ that iecm^ the^r were at liberty tb 
d^art thflnifeivest and.. !toi move their prdp^ty 
vrhereTM thfey chofe. The iing and his miniftry 
wero tto. lef?" difpofed to favomr the native proteft* 
aots^as far aswaa coaMeht iviih the wiell-bemg 
aAdfecurity of the .national church : indulgeiicds 
Were lijtetf ife extended this year to the peafants, 
y^ho lon^ had'been grievoufly oppreffed ; they were 
retieved fibom various arbitrary exa£tions> both of 
labour and money, and their condition was in ge^ 
nsni meliorafed. The great objefts which the mild 
asid: benevolent Louis purfued were, the improve^ 
ment of the ftrength and produftivenefs of "his 
kiiigitoni^ the alleviation of oppreffions interwove* 
with th^ government, as it had defcenddd to him 
fi'om bis anceftors^ and the extenfion of the bleflt 
lugs of Itberty to his people. 

Thfewoft remarkable domeftic occurrence of the Alarming 
year Was an attempt, originating in phrenzy,- that *^j,^„7^*; 
f(B»flu]>ft^ty anfwered no other purpofe than to de^ fovcreigo, 
kionftyate the warm affedllion with which a happy, 
fe^Dg, and grateful people regarded their fove<- 
r^lgfi. On Wednefday the 2d of Auguft, his 
Majdfty eame to town to the levee ; as he was alight- 
ing from his carriage at the garden-gate pf St. 
James^-pedace^ oppofite to the duke of Marlbo*. 
rOQ^^s wail^ a woman, decently dreflfed^ prefented 
to^ kiftg! a paper folded up hx the form of a peti^ 

tion ; 
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tion; his mafefty (looping to receive it, fdc at hli 
ftomach a thruft, wlrich paflfed l)etwee& hit coat 
Yid!h "^^ waiftcoat ; drawing back:, he faid, ^' What 
tiai>y pre- does thc woman mean ?'' At that inftant a yeoman 
of thc guards laymg hold of her arm, obfenred 
fometbing fall from her hand, and called out, ^ *Tu 
a knife l'^ The king faid, ^ I am not hurt ) take 
care of thc woman ; do not hurt her.'* Much af- 
fedted by the attempt, his majelly £ud, in a Toice 
Mnnmi. cxprcflive of tender feelings, *• I am fure I have not 
I^ity'iif deferved fuch treatment from any of my fubjefts !*' 
***^*' On opening the paper, when h^ entered the royal 
apartments, he found written: " To the king's 
moil excellent majefty ;" the ufual head to peti« 
tions ; but nothing more. The woman was imme- 
diately taken into cuftody, and carried to the guard- 
chamber. Being queftioned how (he could m^e 
fuch a wicked and daring attempt; her anfwer 
was, *^ That when fhe was brought before proper 
perfonsjlhe would give her reafons." From th^ hour 
of twelve to five {he remained in a chamber to whidjt 
fhe was conduced, but would not anfwer one wm^ 
to any perfon. In the evening, after the kvce was 
broken up, fhe was examined by the minifterSjithehw 
officers of the crown, and feveral magiftrates. Her 
I'eplies, claiming the crown as her property^ and 
threatening the nation with bloodlhed for many 
Tbear- sgcs if her right was denied, indicated an infanity, 
P^vJTto be which, from appearances, examination, and fubfe- 
• lunatic queut inquiry, was foon difcovered to be real : her 
Margaret jiame proved to be Margaret Nicholfon. It was 
Kichoif tL imagined by many, that difappointment of her own, 
or fome near connection, concerning a place under 

. goTcrn- 
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goveramenr, hid coatriboted to her infanity, and chap: 
giTQ^ her difordered fancy fiich a dire&ion ; but w^^-^iw 
whea her hiftory was traced> it was found to have ^7^^ 
no relation to either the court or government. 
After a ihort confukation, it was refolved that ibe 
fliould be £snt to Bethldiem hofpital, where (he has 
been confined, ever fince. 

Moft providential it was, that this wretched crea- 
ture made ufe of her left hand, her other prefent- 
* iog the petition ; and that its pofition was fuch, that 
ihe could only aim. obliquely. Had her right hand * 
been employed> which, where (he ^ood, could have 
ftruck dire&ly, difmal might the confequence have 
been. Even with the aim which (he took, the happinefs 
ef the nation^ in the fafety of its revered monarch, ^X?iL- 
was highly indebted to our king's prefence of mind. «*•« ^ 
Had his majefty been thrown into confufion by a the attempt. 
danger fo unexpefled, the fatal deed might have 
been perpetrated, before the attempt was perceived. 
Next to his magnanimity, the confiderate huma- 
nity of the fovereign (hone moft evidently confpi- 
cuous. His benevolent injundion to abftain from 
hurting a perfon who had compared againd hifn 
fo atrocious an ad, mofl: probably faved the a(raf- Aaxious ar. 
(in from the fummary and immediate vengeance of .n A'TiJ 
his furrounding fubjefts. Similar condiia in fimi- ^Jre!^ 
hr drcumftances, this hiftory has flill to record, 
concerning the fame exalted charadter. Fortu* 
nately for their feelings, neither her majefty nor 
any of the royal offspring were prefent. The in- 
telligence of the danger was accompanied by the 
certain information that it was efcaped. The re- 
port of the aim excited horror and indignant re- 

fentment 
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CHAP. fentmtAt through the niit}6n> untii tbeftate «f the 

,^j;!J^^ perpetwlor's mind wis made gen^rany knoWn^aml 

'7^^ the dreadful iiapreffion .of the z^haaatf thrfeaficoed 

yielded to delight that it had threatened iii vafai« 

The exquifite pleafiire that refalta from terrflile 

and itapeikding evil ivaided^ poured itfd£ h^wt- 

c^Dgwtuia- dreffes of ardent and heart-feh loyalty fwm every 

di«ffef on quartfer of the kingdom. His fubjeds before kne\ir 

tbcefcapcof ^i^^^ (hev lovcd and revered their kiiiff ; but aow 

the bdoved ' ."/ 

ibvcreign. only fcIt the full force of thefe affections, whai 
' the impreflion prefent to their minds was the im* 
minent danger of their object. 
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CHAP, xxxvn. 

Jldtr. Pitfs enlarged viertvs pn the relation between this counir} 
und Prance^'-^Perceives that peace and amicable intercmrfi 
is the interejl of both countries.-'^Thinks pafi enmity not an 
unfwrmountahle bar to permamni reconciliation. — ProjeBs a 
commercial intercourfcy to be mutually beneficial by a reci** 
frocal exchange offurflus for fupply^^^Seeks the befi ajjijl^ 
nnce^ and employs the mo^ Jkilful agents.-^Principle and 
details of the treaty. — M(^ng ofparlian^fit oftd the hin^s 
Jpeech.-^-Treaty fubmutted^o parliamM^^-^Mr. Pom and 
his coadjutors oppofe the treaty. — Arguments. — France the 
fonalterable enemy of Great Britain. — Mutued interejl can 
never eradicate that fentimestt. — Every commercial connec" 
tion wth France has keen injumous to Britain. — For the 
treaty^ denied that there is any unalterable enmity between 
France and this country. — Not always enemies^^'^Tbe r^- 
peated dif conjure of France ^ warring againfi the navy of . 
Englandy at length taught her the policy of peace. — The 
treaty Jiipported by a great nufjoritji^m^Conventum with 
Spain.'-^Confolidation of the ctffiams.^'-^pplicatioff of the 
dijfentprs for the repeal of the tefi s£K — Number andrefpec^ 
tabiliij of the diffenters ^ a body. — Dijlinguifbed talents of 
Jome of their leaders^-^DiJfenters favourable to Mr. Pitt, 
and thence expeB hisjupport of their application. — Previous 
Jleps to prepoffefs the public in their favour.^^Mr. Beaufoy 
demonfirates their ^£al for liberty and the prefent eflablijb^ 
ment. — Lord North, a moderate tory, oppofes their applica^ 
tion, as inimical to the church. — Mr. Pitt oppofes it on the 
grounds of political expeJ&encynr^The teft no irfringement of 
toleration, merely a condition of admiffibility to eertflin officer 
of truJ.'^EminefU dijfestttrs hud avowed themfelves diT 
^ous of fubvertinf the church i^therefore nop expedienf 
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U extend their power • — Application reJe^ed.-^^Sill Jar tie 
relief of infolvent debtors. — Lord Rawdon^s enlightened and 
liberal policy. — Bill negatived. — Enquiry about Scotch peer- 
ages. -^Magnanimous facrifice by the prince of Wales of 
fplendor tojuftice. — Situation of his highnefs. — Satisfactory 
adfujlments. — Proceedings refpeBing Mr. Haflings*-^ 
Writings in his defence. — The nation long averfe to his im- 
"^ peachment. — Ha/lings* s cdufe generally popular. — Eloquence 
gives a turn to public opinion. — Celebrated fpeecb of Mr. 
Sheridan on the Begum charge. — Its ejfe5ls on the houfe of 
commons and the public. ^Singular injtance of its impref' 
fton on a literary defender of Mr. Haflings. — A committee 
appointed to prepare articles of Impeachment. — The commons 
impeach Warren Hqftings p^, the bar of the houfe of lords. 
-^Supplies. — Favourable Jlate of the finances. "^Mr. Dun^ 
das brings forward the financial Jlate of Brtlifh India.^^ 
Promiftng afpeEl of affairs* 

CHAR tlisTORY recorded that France and England had 
^^^1^ been ufually jealoasj and often hoftile : ftatef- 

17S6. men on both fides aded upon an affumption, that 
viewl'of Mr Tivalry and enmity were unavoidable confequencea 
fciltions^be. of their fituation; and, therefore, that the chief 
tlirand"' o^^j^^^s of external policy to both, were reciprocal 
Fiance. fufpicioD, and provifion for probablc cnmity. The 
bold and foaring genius of Pitt was not to be tram- 
melled by precedent : he inveftigated principle, and 
combining generalization with ^the experience of 
political fyftems and events, eafily traced effefts, 
either gGod or bad, to their caufes ; and could dif- 
cover in what cafes and circumftances, continuance, 
or change of plan or of pradice, was expedient or 
imwife. The fagacity of this minifter analized the 
hiftory and fpirit of the wars which had been carried 
on between- Britain and France, fince trade and na- 

vigatioA 
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Vigatlon became fo much the objefts ofrEuropean ^J^^vil 
purfuits : and faw that they had commonly arifen w-v-^-w; 
from a defire on the fide of. Franccof equalling, and ''^^ 
even furpaffing^ Britain on her peculiar element. 
He confidered the event, as well, as the origin i 
every endeavour of our neighbour to triumph by 
fea had dimtniflied the riches and power which fhe 
fought to increafe by a conteft : both her commerce 
and ^aval force bad been uniformly reduced by the 
very wars, tlirough which fhe attempted their ex*- 
tenfion. The refources of Britain had rifen in pro- 
portion to the power which fhe was compelled to 
combat f and all the confederacies which her rival 
could form, were incapable of depriving this ifland 
of her maritime pre-eminence : heiice it was evi«- 
dent, that no ftate which fought opulence and 
firength, through commercial efforts, a£ted wifely 
in provoking to conflid the miftrefs of the ocean, 
who could fo effeAually deftroy the trade of her 
foes: it was, therefore, the intereft of France. to 
defift from that hoftile policy which had fo much 
obftrufted the improvements of her immenfe re-/ 
fouTces. Peace with France was no lefs beneficial 
to Britain, which had fo far confulted her advan- 
tage, as to abftain from offenfive hoftility againfi: 
her neighbour : within the period of great com- 
mercial enterprife in northern and wellern Europe, 
England had never gone to war, but to repel ag- 
greffion, direft or -circuitous. Concord being the Perceives 
mutual intereft of the parties, Mr. Pitt conceived t^da^!i>ie 
the noble defign of changing the <;ontentious fy ftem JlJ^Scln'/* 
of policy which had fo long prevailed ; and the ex- ^^^^"^ <>/ 
ccution, though difficult, he had folid reafons hot 
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to be&ve impraaicabfe. That hereditaS7 eoautf 
was not an unfurmonncable obftade to reconcilia- 
tbn and clofe afiiaace, was etearly demoaftrated 
from the « former and recent, relations between 
France and Spain, and between France and Auftria^ 
ThoCe powers, which bad btenthe conftant enemies 
of France throughout the feventeentb cemiu7i and 
one of them during more than one half of the eight- 
eenth^ were now her fafteft friends; whymiglitnotper-* 
manent amity be eftablifhed between Britain and her 
former rival ? The moft eflPeftual means of inducing 
the two countries to purfue obje^ fo conducive to 
their mutual benefit, he thought, would be a com- 
mercial intercourfe, which fliould reciprocally in- 
creafe the value of produ&ive labour. The mi- 
nifter derived his knowledge and pbilofophy from 
the pureft fources : he fought information, either 
particular or general, wherever it was. to be found 
authentic and important ; and was peculiarly happy 
in arranging details, and, from either maffi» or 
fyftems, felefting and applying what was bed fitted 
for his purpofe. Political oeconomy and commer- 
cial fcience he learned from Smith : he agreed with 
that ilhiftrious writer in his eftimate of the recipro- 
cal advantage that might accrue to induftrious and 
ikiiful nations, from an unfettered trade, which 
(hould (timulate their refpeftive efforts. Before he 
formed his fchemc for promoting an intercourfe 
between the twg chief nations of the world, be 
made himfelf thoroughly acquainted with the ilate 
of fads, the adual produ&ions, an^ the probable 
refources of the refpedive countries^ The miniftef 
poSefled that ability andikiil in chufing co-adjutors, 

which 
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vhich refolts from a tfaot oogh compreheofion of ^xxm 
characters, and a nice difcerament of the appropri* v^^v/"-*-^ 
ate talents and knowledge, difpofitions and con* '^^^ 
dufl:, pecufiarly adapted to any fpecific end« For 
commercial information and fcience, efpecially the 
hiftory and aftual ftate of modem trade, no man ex- 
ceeded lord HawMbury : from that able (htefman ^'^ 
be denved very important amltance m preparmg aoce» and 
his fcheme. Greatly did be alfo prdfit by Mn^^Sl^'f^ 
Eden, whofe acvcenefs and converfancy with every **^^ 
fubjeft of commerce and diplomatic experience^ 
rendered him a moft valuable auxiliary in digefting 
and compofing the plan at home, and the ableft 
agent for negotiating and concluding an advanta-» 
geous agreement with France. Eden accordingly 
repaired toF^ris ; where he conduced and completed 
the defired arrangement with the minifters of Louis. 
The treaty in queftion eftablifhed reciprocal li« Pnad^ie 

- r t. t. - and details 

berty of commerce between the two countries, of dw treaty. 
The fubjeds of each power were to navigate and 
f efort to the dominions of the other, without any 
>i^ difturbance or queftion, except for tranfgreffing 
the laws. The prohibitory du/ties in each king- ' 
dom^ by enhancing the price, had reciprocally dif« 
couraged the fale of their principal commodities; 
thefe were now modified to the fatisfaftion of both 
by a tariff. The wines of France, to be imported 
into «1£ngTand, were fubjected to no higher duty 
than the produdions of Portugal ; the duties on 
brandies and various other articlesVere to be lowered 
in proportion; and he commodities of Britain were 
to be equally favoured in France. On the fame bafis ^ 
of reciprocity were the articles refpefting difputes 
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c H A f . between the mercantile, maritime, or other fisbiedf 
s,,^^ of (be two countries, and various details of dvil, 
'7^^ commercial, and political intercourfe were to be 
adjufted. In whatever related to the lading and 
unlading of (hips, the fafety of merchandize, goods 
and effeds, the fucceffion to perfonal eftates, as well 
as the protedion of individuals, their perfonal 
. liberty, and the adminiftration of juftice, the fub« 
jeds of the two contracting parties were to enjoy 
in their refpedive dominions the fame privileges, 
liberties, and rights, as the nation or nations moft 
highly favoured by each. Should hereafter, through 
inadvertency or otherwife, any infradions or con- 
traventions of the treaty be committed on either 
fide, the friendfhip and good underftanding fhould 
not immediately thereupon be interrupted ; but 
this treaty (hould fubfift in all its force, and proper 
remedies ihould be procured for removing the in« 
conveniencies, as likewife for the reparation of 
injuries. If the fubjeds of either kingdom Ihould 
be found guilty, they only (hould be puniflied and 
feverely chaftifed. The relative commercial con- 
dition and refources, on which Mn Pitt grounded 
his conclulions, he generalized into concife propo& 
tions. At firft fight it appeared, that France had 
the advantage in the gift of foil and climate, and 
in the amount of her natural produce ; while Britain 
was on her part confefiedly fuperior in her rnanu- 
fa^urcs and artificial produdions. This was their 
relative condition, and was the precife ground on 
which be imagined that a valuable cprrefpondcnce 
and connexion might be eftablifhed. Havjng each 
her own diftindt ftaples ; each that which the other 

• w<inted> 
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vranted, and no clafliinfi^ in the CTand outlines of chap. 
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their reipedtive riches; they were like two great ■_,-,-^ 
traders in different branches, and might enter into '7^- 
a traffic . mutually beneficial. The refpeftive 
princes referved to themfelves tte right of revifing 
this treaty after the term of twelve years, to pror 
pofe and make fuch alterations as the times and cirr 
cumftances fhould have rendered proper or ne^ 
ceiTary £ot the commercial interefts of their fub* 
}e3s« This revifion (hould be completed in the 
fpace of a year, after which the prefent treaty Ihould 
be of no effeS; ; but in that event the good har- 
mony and friendly corr^fpondence between the two 
nations fiiould not fuffer the leafl: diminution^ 
, In a treaty formed on the bafis of reciprocal free- 
dom of trade, the advantage to the contrading 
parties w^s, jand neceffarily muft be, in the com- 
pound r^tes of their refources and fkilful induftry. 
At firfl: fight, from the climate and foil of France, 
the balance of commercial benefit appeared in fa- 
vour of that country^ and fo many politicians rea- 
foned with much plaufibility ; but Mr. Pitt had 
profoundly confidered the relative circumftances, 
and juftly concluded that the French induftry and 
(kill was much more inferior to the 3riti(h induftry 
and fkiU, than the French foil and climate were fu- 
perior to the Britiih foil and climate ; and thus, 
that greater benefit would accrue to this country 
from the freedom of trade : experience juftified his 
conclufions. 

The commercial treaty was the chief objeft 1787. 
which occupied the public attention when parlia- JlIriTammf, 
pientmet on the 23d of January 1787. The fpeech 5^"^^,^*^ 
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c H A P. from the throne mentioiied the tranquil fttte of 
^.^--i^ Europe, and the friendly difjpofitiQns of forctga 
^3f^^ powers to this country. His majefty infioniied ptr* 
liament, that a treaty of navigation and comtneroe 
had been concluded between this country and 
France, and recommended it to the confideratkm 
of the houfes, under two heads ; its tendoicy to 
encourage the induftry and extenfion of commerce^ 
and to promote fuch an amicable tntercourfe as 
Would give additional permanence to the bleffings 
of peace; thefe were alfo the objeds which his 
majefty had in view in other treaties which he was 
negociating. A convention was formed between 
Britain and Spain, refpefting the cutting of log^ 
wood : he farther direfted thdr attention to plans^ 
which had been framed by his orders, for tranC^ 
porting to Botany Bay, in New Holland, a number 
of convifts, in order to remove the inconvenience 
which arofe from the crouded ftate of the gaols m 
diflPerent parts of the kingdom: he trufted they 
would alfo devife regulations for fimplifying the 
public accounts, in various branches of the reve- 
nue : he relied upon the uniform continuance of 
their exertions in purfuit of fuch objects, as might 
tend ftill farther to improve the national refourccs, 
and to promote and confirm the welfare and bap« 
pinefs of his people. In difcOiling the propofed 
anfwer to the fpeech, fome general obfervationa 
were made upon the treaty by Mr, Foxj but 
they produced no debate, as the miniftcr and 
his friends referved their reafonings until the 
confideration of the fvibjeft ws^s properly befor<? 
the houfe, 

On 



On the 4th of Fcbraaiy the treaty was fobmltted c h^ p. 
to parliament After the minifter bad explained v^^^.^^,.^ 
and fupported the objeA, fpirit, and provifions of ^^^J^' 
this treaty^ numbers of the oppofite fide attacked it »« fubmittei 
on a variety of grounds, as relative to commerce, neot. 
revenue, the naval^ and the political interefts of 
Britain. The arguments derived from our manu- 
fa&ures were, they contended, founded on a pre- 
fumption, that the French charader would not 
admit of equal induftry as the Englifli ; that opinion Mr. fos 
was aflerted to be unjuft : the treaty would facili* adj^t^s^ 
tate and encourage that contraband trade, which J^^J^ 
it bad been the profeffed objefl: of Mr. Pitt's policy 
to fuppreis : the free accefs of French Ihips to the • 
Britifli ihores, would be unquedionably by many 
employed to the purpofes of fmuggling, and thus 
the revenue would be greatly injured. By reducing 
the duties on French wines, we had conceded ad« 
vantages to France, for which we did not receive 
an equivalent ; we had farther interfered with the 
Metbven treaty, and the interefts of our natural 
ally, Portugal. RefpeAing the naval operation of 
the treaty, it was a fubilitution of a near for a remote 
market, and requiring ihort trips would not exer« 
ciie, nor form nautical (kill : but the political effeds 
of the treaty were chiefly reprobated : one argu« 
ment, often repeated, was founded upon an autho- 
rity, to'whicb many politicians would bow on the 
recurrence of precifely fimilar cafes. Mr. Pitt, the 
elder, having found the country at war with France, 
had difplayed the whole vigour of his genius in Argomeaci' 
meafures mod fatally hoftile to France ; therefore 
^t was unwiff ip siPy minifter to cultivate friendfliip 
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^idi France^ and particularly wrong in the foA of 
fuch a father. France was the natural, enemy of 
England, and no fmcerity could be expeded in any 
profeflions of friend(hip^ qo (lability in any contra£k ; 
pations which bordered on each other, could never 
(Jioroughly agree, for this fingle reafon, that they 
were neighbours : all hiftory and experience, ac- 
cording to oppofition^ aiTured us of the fa£t. Mr, 
Fox in particular maintained, that France was the 
inveterate and unalterable enemy of Great Britain ; 
no mutual . intereft could poflibly eradicate what 
was deeply rooted in her conftitutxon. The inter- 
courfe which this treaty would produce, muft be 
extremely hurtful to the fuperior national charafter 
of England. Evil communication corrupts good 
manners. The nearer the two nations were drawn 
into contaft, and the more fuccefsfuUy they were 
invited to mingle with each other, in the fame pro? 
portion the remaining morals, principles, and 
vigour of the Englifh national mind, would be 
enervated and corrijpted,^ No commercial treaty 
formed between the two countries had ever been 
beneficial to this country : on the contrary, that 
which followed the peace of Utrecht would have 
been extremely injurious, and every mercaniile 
conneftion with France had been always injurious 
to England. In defence of the treaty it was main- 
tained, that the comparative charafter of the Eng^ 
lifli and French manufaftures, and artificial produc- 
tions, would render the free trade more beneficial 
to this country than to France, notwith (landing 
her foil, climate, and natural produce* We had 
agreed by this treaty to take from France, on fmall 
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d«itfeSj the luxuries of her foiL which, however, chap. 

' XXXV1I» 

the refinement of this country had converted into v...^v.«w 
neceflaries. The wines of France, with all their *7?7- 
high duties^ already found their way to our tables ; 
and was it then a ferious injury to admit them on 
eafier terms? The admiilion of them would not 
fupplant the wines of Portugal or of Spain, but only 
a ufelefs and pernicious manufaAure in our own ^ 

country^ The diminution on brandy was alfo an 
eligible meafure, and would have a material effedfc 
in preventing the contraband trade, in an article fo 
much ufed. It had been obje£ted, that no benefi- 
cial treaty would be formed between this country 
and France, becaufe no fuch treaty had ever been 
formed, and becaufe, on the contrary, a commer- 
cial intercourfe with her had always been hurtful to 
England: this reafoning was completely fallacious j 
it deduced a iimilar conclufion from totally dif- 
fimilar premifes. For a long feries of years we had 
DO cbmmercial connexion with France, and the 
relative value of the refpeftive produdions were 
totally changedf When a treaty was propofed 
at the peace of Utrecht, England was extremely 
deficient in thofe manufaftures in which (he 
)^ow excelled^ and much inferior to France in' pro- 
dace; by a free trade (he mud then, have been a 
great lofer, becaufe fhe would have given much 
niore than (he would have received: now (he 
would \>e a great gainer, becaufe (he would receive 
piuch more than (he gave. The prefent treaty dii 
not in i'be fmalleft degree affed the ftipulations 
with Portugal. The Fren^rh wines would be ftill 
ftiuch dearer^ notwithft^n4ipg the diminution of the 
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CHAP, duties. In a political view it certainly could bt M 
v..^^^ argument againft the adoption of a fyftem of ooiw 
17^7- dud*in one fpecies of circumftances, that a con- 
trary fyftem had been purfued with acknowledged 
wifdom in a different fituation of aflUrs. Although 
Mr. Pitt the £aither had, when his country was at 
war with France,- employed the moft energetic and 
fuccefsful efforts to be victorious in war, that was 
no reafon that Mr. Pitt the fon (hould not endea- 
vour equally to make the beft of exifting circum- 
fiances, by promoting commerce with the fame 
Vtnw4 tiiat country when at peace. The minifter himielf con* 
TOai^«w7 troverted Mr. Fox's pofition, that France was un- 
enmity be- alterably the enemy of the country. The ^xiftence 
France and of etcmal cnmity was totally inconfiftent with the 
conftitution of the human. mind, the faiftory of 
mankind, and the experience of political focieties. 
Every ftate recorded in hiftory had been at differ- 
ent times in friend(hip or amity with its feveral 
neighbours. The diffenfion between France and 
this country has arifen from miftaken ambition on 
her fide ; there was no more natural antipathy be- 
tween an Englifhman and a Frenchman, than be- 
tween a Frenchman and a Spaniard, or a French- 
man and a German. France, after being long 
hoftile to the houfe of Auftria, had at laft dif- 
covered, that it was much more advantageous for 
both parties to cultivate peace and harmony, than 
to impair their refpedive ftrength, and exhauft 
their refources. Hoftilities had been carried on 
between France and Auftria, without very long in* 
tervalsot, peace, for two centuries and a half* 
During the greater part of the fcventecnth cen- 
tury, 
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Ittry, profound peace bad fubfifted between France 

and England; diere was nothing improbable in an 

Idea that fuch a fyftem might again prevail ; but »7«7» 

fhould war again arife, would the treaty de[>rive us 

of our natural watchfukiefs, or our accuftomed 

ftrength ? On the contrary, as it muft enrich the 

nation, it would alfo prove the means of enabling 

her to combat her enemy with more powerfiU 

eflFcft : but it was now much lefs likely that our 

refources fliould be called for fuch a purpofe, than 

at former periods. If ever France and her allies Thcw. 

could have expefted to overwhelm England, their So« of 

hopes might l^ave been (anguine in the American ^^^^g*,?^* 

war ; they had united the whole maritime world to ^ navy of 

t 1 1. I- i_ J England, at 

reduce her commerce and her navy, but they bad leAgth 
totally failed in reducing our naval power, and funk ^^^li^ 
her finances to a fituation of extreme embarraff- o^p««««- 
ment ; hence, though it was always the intcreft of 
France to avoid war with Great Britain, her pre- 
fent circumftances rendered it more neceffaty than 
ever to abftain from hoftilities, which, under 
her embarraffment, would expofe her to inevi- 
table bankruptcy. On the other liand, by culti- Byti« 
vating a conneftion with this country, fhe muft ^^'^^^ 
perceive the means of recovering from her difficul- ^«^7/^^^ 
ties. From all thefe confiderations, we might' five market 
fafely infer the fincerity of France; no doubt that JcaweViSl 
country would gain by the treaty; the French ^^^^<^^^ 
would not yield advantages without the expeaation ^^^^f^ 
of a return: unlefs the other party derived benefit 
from the agreement, we could have little hopes of 
its permanency; but Britain would reap much 
more advantage. France gained for her wines, and 

•her 
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CHAP, her produ£lions, an extenfive and opulent marltet i 
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s^.^^^ we did the fame to a much greater degree : Ihe pro-* 
«787» cured a market of eight millions of people } we a 
market of twenty-four ipillions : France gained 
. this market for her produce, which employed few 
hands in the preparation, gave fmall encourage^ 
ment to navigation, and afforded little to the ftate ; 
we gained this market for our manufaftures^ which 
employed many hundred thoufand of our country<^ 
men in colleding the materials from all comers 
of the world, advanced our maritime ftrengtb, 
and in every article and (lage of its progrefs con- 
tributed largely to the ftate. r 

The treaty underwent many and various difcuf-^ 
(ions through its paffage in both houfes ; and al^ 
though there jieither was, nor indeed could be, 
much novelty of argument, as it had been fo fully 
canvaffed, yet in both houfes it called forward an 
exhibition of commercial knowledge and phtlofo- 
phy, Tuperior to any that had ever appeared in the 
Britiflij and confequently in any fenate. In the 
houfe of commons . feveral young members very 
eminently diftinguilhed themfelves, by fpeeches for 
and againft the treaty, efpecially Mr. Grenville on 
the one fide,' Mr. Grey and Mj. Windham on the 
other. In the houfe of peers, though lord Thur- 
low, and lord Hawkefbury, lord Loughborougb> 
and lord Carlifle, with other peers on both fides, 
' exerted their refpeftive abilities upon this fubjeft, 

yet the fulleft and moft detailed reafonings 
were prefented by the marquis of Lanfdown, 
and the bifliop of Landaff. The oration of the 
former nobleman, in fome refpeSc, coincided with 
9 thc^ 
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the Supporters, and in others with the oppofers, of c ft a p. 
the treaty. He with minifters contended on the ^..^-^y^^ 
found policy of cultivating an amicable intercourfe '7«7- 
with France ; and with the other fide, that the re- 
ciprocity on which the treaty was faid to be found- 
ed was merely ideal, and that^ Britain muft greatly 
lofe by the ftipulation: thefe objeftions were 
weighty, if well grounded ; neverthelefs he declared 
his warm and cordial fupport of the treaty *• 

the 

• An altercation arofe from the debate between the niar« 
quis and the duke of Richmond: the former had ftated the 
danger of the fortifications of Cherburg, a^d, while on that 
fubjedl, had digrefled to make a fevere animadvcrfion on his 
grace's plan for fortifying Portfmouth and Plymouth,. 
The duke obferved, that the marquis's opinion declared 
orally and in writing, as witnciTes and letters could prove, 
had, when himfelf minifter, declared his perfeft approbation 
of the plan, to reprobate which he had now deviated from 
the queftion. It appeared, however, in inveftigation, that 
the marquis had never exprefsly and expllcidy either faid or 
written, that he concuned with the duke of ivichmond ; his 
grace and Mr. Pitt, and other hearers, had only inferred his 
fentiments from his words, and condu(5l, but could not affirm 
that he had plainly and categorically faid, that he approved 
of the plan. They thought thnt he had agreed to the plan, 
becaufe he fpoke of it very favourably when confulted on the 
fubjedt. He had, as firft lord of the treafury, included a fum 
for the propofed fortifications in the eftlmates of expence for 
the year. His lordfhip, however, now declared, thai' he had 
always difapproved of the fcheme, and challenged his grace 
to produce a fci-ap of writing to the contrary. Although, 
by this djeclaration, it would appear that thofe fenators were 
miftaken in their conftrudlion of his words and aftions, it 
mud be allowed, that their interpretation was, according to 
the nfual rules of reafoning, not very unnatural. The appli- 
cability, however, of a general criterion to the explanation of 
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The Bi(bop of Landaff, in his oration^ manifefted 
the lame vigour of mind and induftry of enquiryi 
which rendered him fo enynent in chenuflry and 
theology, and procured the applaufe of both par- 
ties» The treaty was approved by a great majority 
of both houfes ; andon the 8th of March an ad« 
drefs was prefented 19 both houfes, teftifying their 
joint approbation of the treaty yrith France. 

The convention with Spain, to which his majefty's 
fpeech had alluded, was of very fecondary and fub- 
ordinate moment, when compared with the treaty 
that we have been confidering; neverthelefs, it was 
by no means unimportant. The agreement in 
queftion was concluded the 14th of July • 1786, 
and chiefly regarded the privilege of cutting log- 
wood. The Britifli pofleflions on the Mufquito 
(here were ceded in exchange for a tra6): of land on 
the Bay of Honduras. The contract produced 
little animadverfion in the houfe of commons, but 
underwent fevere ftridlures in the houfe of lords ; 
the opponents of adminiftration contended, that we 
certainly could have made a better bargain, than to 



a particular cafey muft depend in a great degree on the pe- 
culiar qualities of the fubjed. The duke of Richmond went 
fo far as to charge his lordfhip with infmcerity ; an allega- 
tion which the noble peer reprobated with great indignatioa. 
In vindicating himfelf^ the marquis of Lanfdown afTerted^ 
that OPENNESS was bit charaBerl/liCy and that it was folely 
from the confideration, of the unguardedncfs of his temper^ 
thal^ by the advice of his friends, he had fecluded himfdf 
from the world. 
* See State Papers, 
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txaVe ceded to Spain a trad): 6f land, at lealb as large c r a p. 
as the whole kingdom of Portugal, which yielded us ^^^-v^ 
totton, indigO) mahogany, and fugar, in exchange ^^^^^ 
for a liberty to cut^'logwood, and a fcanty fettle- 
meat of twelve miles in extient t it was moreovitf 
ungrateful to the Britifh fubjedts who tefided there 
on the faith of out protedion, and who had contri- 
buted every effoTt in their power to aflifl: their 
coumry. Miniflers replied, that the complaint re« 
fpedling the value of the ceffion atofe from ged- 
graphical and ftatiftical inaccuracy. The territory 
which we relinquiflied was much lefs extenfive and 
produdive, than lords in oppofition apprehended. 
Oh the fecond fubjeft of cetifure they aderted, that 
the number of Britifli fubje£ts fettled there did not 
amount tp one hundred and forty; and provi- 
Hon was madff for the fecurity of their perfons a^ 
tStQs : thffe arguments being fatisfadoty to the 
majority of the houfe, they declared their apprdba^ 
tion of the treaty. 

One of the fubjeds recomniended to parliament Cooibiida. 
by the fpeech froin the throne^ was the confolida- ^^'JJgJ^^ 
tion of the cuftoms. The increafing commerce of 
this country on the one hand^ and its accumulated 
burdens on the other^ had fo widely exceeded the 
expedationof our anceftors^ and all the grounds of 
cadcalation on which they founded their fyftem of 
finance, that tlie principles which they adopted, 
though fufficiently fuited to the narrow and confined 
foile of our former exigencies and refources, were 
no longer Bpplicable« The confequence of retain* 
ing the old principle, under the altered circum* 
ftances of the country, had been in feveral points 
of view very detrimental to the bterefb of the n^ 

Vox.- IV, L tldrt. 
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^ H A r : lioii. The firil bOitatioa of the fubfifting daties of 
w-v«^ the cuftoias was made by the ftatute of the twdiftfa 
.i7i7* year of king Charle$ IL, under the navies of toBiiftge 
and poundage; the fir ft, an^ioipoft upon wineSj 
meafured by the quantity imported ; and thefeooody 
on the pike of all pther articles. The lad was 
therefore liable to great inaccuracies : it was not 
calculated according to the real value of the com- 
modkies,but by an arbitrary eftimation; perhaps the 
market-price of the article at the time cS ioipofing 
t ^ the duty : this principle, when once adopted, was 

purfued in every frefli fubfidy : in fome iafta&cea it 
had operated, by impofing additional duties caku- 
iated at fo much per cent, upon the duty already 
paid ; in others it laid a farther impoft of the fame 
defcription on a particular denomination of the 
commodity; almoft all the additional fubfidies 
had been appropriated to lome fpedfk: fund for die 
payment of certain annuities: there muft, there- 
fore, be a feparate calculation for each made at the 
,^ .cuftom-boufe ; and from the complexity oC the 

whole fyftem, it was fcarcely pof&ble that a mer- 
chant could be acquainted, by any calculations of 
his own, with the exad amount of what he was to 
pay. To remedy this great abufe, Mr. Pitt pro- 
pofed to abolifh all the. duties that How foblHled 
-in this confufed and complex manner, and to 
fttbftitute one fingle duty on each so-tide, 
amounting, as nearly as poflible, to the aggregate 
- of the various fubfidies now paid ; only where a 
' fraction was found in any of the fums, to change it 
for the neiffeft integral number, ufualiy taking the 
higher nUiher than the lower. This advance wouM 
produce an increafe in the revenue tip the amoant 
: * - .of 



ipf ddyOool. per annum, and lay upon tht ptiblte ai 6-ha p^ 
burthen, which mnft be atnply compenfated by the _r-.-^ 
relief which the merchants were to ezpericbce from *7«7« 
the intendoi alteration. Mr. Pitt had given coffl^ 
|>tete attention to this bu(ine& ; and had not l^eft on# 
perfon unconfulted from whom any inforniatiitt 
^ould be obtained ; and the greateft diligence 
had been ufed to circulate the plan among the moft 
competent judges of thofe perfons who were im- 
mediately concerned iu it$ operation axid effeClt^ 
The propofed fcheme caufed no debate ; the ob** 
jeft was fo evidently advantageous, and the means 
fo well adapted, as to command the concurrence 
and approbation of th^ whole Houfe * ; and a biU 
for the purpofe was introduced and paflfed. On the 
ft6th of AfMril, Mr. Piu prefented to the ho^fe of 
toUimons a btU, ftatmg, that notorious frauds had 
been committed in the colledion of the tuc on poft. 
horfes> and providing that, as a remedy to the evil, 
the tax fliould be farmed. The feveral diftri&s were 
to be put up to public audion at the prefen^ 
amount received in each, and at the higbeft race 
which it eVer had produced ; and it was not dQiibte4 
thare would be many candidates ; jbence the fuU 
value might be expeded. Mr. Fox oppofed the 
bill, as tending to enlarge the number of colleiSkoN 
very confiderably, and in the fame proportion t9 

* Mr. Burke, who roie immediati^ly after the minifter, 
profeCed that it did not become him, or thofe who like hirfi 
unfortunately felt it to be frequently their d^tf to oppofe th* 
ineafare$. of govemmenty to content themfelves with a fu^ieA 
sfequiefcence ; but on the contrary to tife nutfifnllT and df 
jaftice to the ineafure» and to return thdr thanks* to its an* 
thoTy on behalf of tdiemfelves and their f^imt^y* $ee Fatv 
liamcntary Debates, 1767. 

L 2 increafe 
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CHAP, incf edfe the influence of the crown : k was« befides, 

XXXVII. 

N»^/<^ argued againft the propofed mode of taxation, that 
'7'^' it was repugnant to the principles of our cooftitU' 
tionj and to the general fyftem of our revenue; and 
was the mode adopted under arbitrary govern^ 
ments, and one of the principal fources' of oppref- 
(ion in France : the precedent was in the highell 
degree alarming, and required to be warmly refift- 
cd in the outfet. To thefe objedUons the minifter 
and his friends replied, that although farmers of 
the revenue contributed, under arbitrary govern^ 
ments, very greatly to the miferies of the people, 
yet it was not from the nature of their employ- 
ment, but from the fyftem under which it was ex- 
ercifed. The powers to be given to the former 
were no greater than thofe at prefent etttrufted to 
colleftors: after confiderable difcuffion, the bill 
pafled both houfes without a divifion. 
if'SlTf*'" A fubjeft was introduced into the houfe of cora- 
reoters for a mons, which bccame repeatedly the objeft of its 
th^uftaft. confideration m fucceeding feifions: this was a 
propofition for the repeal of the teft and corpora- 
tion afts. The diffenters from the church of En- 
glatid were very confiderable, both in number and 
opulence ; and certain clafles of them derived great 
lufi4« from the leamif/g and genius of their leaders. 
Among them there were not a few adive, bold, 
and afpiring men ;\ thefe very naturally wifli^d to 
enjoy the fweets of power, to rife to a political fu- 
periority over thofe to whom they might jfancy 
ihemfelves intelleaually fuperbr. Among fefta- 
rians, the influence of their miniflers is generally 
greater than under an eftablifliment. The relation 
between the diflfenting paftor and his flock is volun- 

5 tary; 
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tary ; wberois between ft clergyman ffid pariCUoRt Q 9 4i fv 
ers U it created by the law of the land. Tbe ^!^!Z 
former has, from his fituation, dependent ote the '^^t- 
liberality of hi$ employeri, the ftrongeft motives of 
intereil to accommodate himfetf to their paffions^ 
prejudices^ and humours * ; becaufe, if he thwart' 
tbefci the proceeds o( his labours will be mucl^ dimi- 
niibed* The latter, being independent of tbe boimty 
of thofe whom the conftitution of the country has 
delegated to Ms fpiritual care, has no iitterefted 
motive to gratify his partQiioners, any farther than 
it confident with wifdom and virtue* The fedlarian 
minifter, like a tradefman, depends for fubfiftence 
on bis cuftomers f ; Hid the fure way of increafing 
the number of thofe is obfequioufnefs {• The be- 
neficed clergyman, as a gentleman, may cultivate ' 
the good Will of his people, and the friendfliip of 
the mod deferving ; but in paying his court need 
not ftoop beneath a dignified equality. Sectarians 
alfoare infinitely more addifled to theological dif- 
ptttationst than members of an eftabliflied cburcb. 
The ssealons agitators of controverfy naturally re- 
gard with - niucb veneration the chief profefibr of 
their tenets. From thefe caufes, the influence of 
diflf nting preachers over their employers was and 
muflt.hav.e been very great. It certainly then was 
very fi^fy for ^hem to render the people zealous and 
es^ to^ pr^»re privileges fo gratifying to human 
palTipfiSji nor were they actually wanting in attempts 

• See H«inc, voUiv. p. 29. prefatorjtothe^iftory of tbe 
ycfprmatipn; 
* t IbW. 31. . ! 

t 'The Teadtc \vnt obfervei'diat here 1 mertlj def<rite tke 
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c HA 1^. to pre^Ifpdft the public Id thdr &f aur. Mdny 
^„»>^^ of their preachers wete-literaty undertakers^ vfho 
*7*7* would write on any or every fobje£t« Doftors 
Price, Prieftky, and Tome others, furniflied ideas, 
which, by the afliftance of dihtion, nipetidon, 
and prolixity, fent to the worM numberlefe books 
. «nd pamphlets on the fevere policy of the Britifii 
conftitution, which, in its allotment of offices, bad 
required certain ftandards of qualification and difpo- 
iitton to difcharge the refpedive dutiesL Time 
were circumftances which they conceived £aivourable 
to the attainment of their objed. The difenten 
had coincided with the majority of the eftabtiflied 
DUTeotert thurch, lu fupporting the minifter of the crova 
t»7fr*pin, and people againft the leader of a confederacy; 
^^^^ thence they inferred, that gratitude would induce 
fitpport« ),ja) iQ fuppoit a caufe, in the difcuflBon of ^hkh 
he was to be one of the judges ; that Mr« Pitt was 
to be guided by private afiedion in -deliberating on 
a quedion of public expediency. The minifter 
was dn terms of friendly intercourfe with variCMiS 
diflenters, efpecially Mr. Beaufby : this boniidera- 
tion, they apprehended^ would have great wteight 
in determining the part which he, as a LAWcivBR» 
was t6 a£t. Mr. Fox, from his general eagernefc 
to diminilh reftraintSji had often profefled, and md- 
formly manifefted, difapprobation of lefts and feh* 
fcriptions : it was not doubted he woirfd be friendly 
to the projeft, the whole diflenting bitifed, Sup- 
ported by the leaders of the two parties, would, 
they truftcd, ptoduce the defired repeal. / ' 
Fretioui Delegates were appointed to arrange a^d copduft 

t^J^tC' their plans) theTe did not.diredty pciitioa^paijia^ 
ment, but firft publi&ed and d^wfed a' pajw, 

which 
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«li]€far theftraiM ^^ the cafe of the pvoteftant dtf- chap. 
festers, with Teferemce to the teft and corporatkm s..*..^^^ 
aa»»/* Thisti^eaiife exhibited the hiftory of the COTJ ^7^% 
pocatimr and teft a£ks ; the bardihips to which coa«^ 
fciezuiaus diiTenters were expofed by thofe reftri6i*« 
cay flatutes ; and endeavoured to demofhftrate botb 
the joftice and expediency of affording them e&c^ 
ml velieft • When this reprefentation explained to 
the puplic their apprehenfion of the predicament m 
which |hey ftood, the diflenters engaged'Mr. Beau« 
fey to move, that the houfe fliould refolve ttfelf in- 
m a conmiittee to confider thofe ads. In int^dticing Mr. Heaufoy 
this fiibjed, on the 28th of March, the fenator in Lufe'inpv! 
the fiift place, ftated, what were the exceptionable 
proviilcns of the law ; and in the next, the peculiar 
period and circumftances of its enadment. The 
tfft a£l requiired of every perfon accepting a civil 
office> <^ a commiffion in the army or navy, to 
.take ihe &crament within a limited time ; and if, 
without <}iua'Hfying himfelf, he continued to occupy 
any office, or bold any commiffion, he not only ini. 
ciirfee^ a lat^' pecuniary penalty, but was difabled 
theneefbrth for ever from bringing any adion in 
cburfe of law ; from profecuting a fuit in the courts 
of equity; from being the guardian of a child, or 
#ie e:eeethor of a deceafed perfon, and receiving 
any legacy. Oh the fecond head, he recapitulated 
the hiftory of the aft, and the noted though defpl- 
e&l^fe artifice by which Charles II. defeated' its re- ' 
pe^lf. ' He farther endeavoured to prove, that the 
dHfimti^rB had afways been fitvourable to the prefent 

* See D^n^eftiz: LitoraturaiRihrtNJBW Anni^ Jlonriisvv for 

f Hume, vol. viiu 
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C'H A P. happy eftabliOimenty and that theit ge«nd;CDttdtt& 

>_^-,^^ had been fuch asto entitle them to the gratitude and 

Lo '/North. ^^^^^ ^^ every true patriot. Lord North, trho 

a moderate had beeu lately deprived of the organs of fight, and 

SZlppHM? thereby prevented from regular and con&uoi at* 

TOkiiw Ac t^^^^c^ ^ parliament, came that day fonratd to 

church. defend the church from apprehended encioachr 

ment. His lordfliip, educated at Oxford, and im* 

prefled with the fentiments which that umrerfity 

has uniformly inculcated, was a ftrennous fup« 

porter of epifcopal do^rines. Though too be-i 

nevolent in difpofition and mild in temper for 

bigotry, he i^as the warm friend of the rights and 

privileges of the ecclefiaftical eflablifliment, and had 

always oppofed the difiem^s when apiJying for ^ 

change. He now declared himfelf, though attached 

(o the church, the fmcere friend of religious libertyt 

Far ihould he be from oppofing the prefent motion, 

if k (ought no more than the free and entire ex? 

crcife of the rights of confcknce j but it prayed for 

the repeal pf ^n a£t, whicl^ w^s the grea^t bu.lwafk 

pf the cqnftitytion, and to which, we owed the in^ 

eftioiable bleffing^ of fre^omi ^^ recommieoded 

a proc^edit^ contrary tQ th? happy experiepte pf 

^ centtp-y. ^t had b^en £ud, th^t the teft a£): was 

an indignity to (he diflenters : byt i^d we n^t^ie- 

^olved, that no mpuar^h fhould fit on the thr^^ 

who refufed tp. comply witli the teft ? ^f tb^ tbrpne 

- were offered to any prin^re^ whp, ^oi:?^ ipcj:tiv48f of 

.confcience, declined this( (fond^tipn, furc)yf th^r^ 

ial of jthe throne to that prince would b^ x^oji^ig- 

nity. There was ^o cpunplalnt of ?cclefiaftical 

tyranny:; univerfal toleratiori was 6ftabKfeed*}*let 

fhem therefore guard againft change in the churfh, 

iior 
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Bor^cQoloiindthe.free^xeTcife of religion \«rJtfe adi' ^^cxvit 
miffibiiiiy to dvil and aiilitary appoiatmems* Ikfn v — v—^ 
Pitt f^l^ned. the fame fidie of the' ipoedion; and Mr.'vfu 
heg;m by making the difference between civil and °pp^[^» *' 
rel^oM liberty on the one band, and political trafts grounds of 
cm the Olbo:. The former, every good conilitu* pii^?* 
tion of government mud (ecure to all its fubjedg ) 
the latter was beftowed with difcriflniinattioD, ac* 
cording to individual qualification and diipofitioii, 
of which th^ community had the right ofjudgkif 
by liny rule that it thought expedienLii The teft 
was merely the condition required by tbe'employer 
^om perfons to whom be committed a ttuft« Evfiry Th^ne 
matter had an unqueftionable right to dedaretihe *^Sd¥H 
ccmditions in which he would admit fervice ; lud ^SSj?^ { 
none Could.be aggrieved by an exehi&ob arifii^ p0«iid»^i 
from bimfejf. The prefent, therefore,- was nbt% 
queftionof grievance andredtefe, but fim^piyof |)d* 
licy. Oh this quettionrkgiilation hsidjonly' ooe*.ftill(- 
jeft of deliberation, was it expedbio^lid the prefent .^ 

drcumftances, feiitiraents, and principles oft the dit bfidmiC 
fenters, for the nation to employ them in certain fp^- cm^^ 
cified offices ? To fuch an inquhry,every recapitula- «««• 
tion of former hiftory^inras extraneous: a wpe^l 
migbi have been wife in the time of Charles II;, and 
nnwife in the reign of George IIL Th^ diffenters 
were, undoubtedly, a body of men, who were ek^ 
titled to the oonlideratkm of parliament ; but thete 
tiras anotber claf^ equally j^efpeflable, and more nt* * 
tnerous, wbofi? fean-s on ^this Occafion Would ^ie 
^larmedr Many men^bers of the ch ufcb- of EiigtiiiJd 
conceived, that the ec(^fiattical part ^ ouf con4i. 
t)iitioi|i^\itd b« femofiy w^ntti, aM ihieir ^pre* 

:0 /:e-' •.;.:. ■••^' v-'l . ::/l*: ^i hen6on$ '-^'^^ 
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Cft AT. henTiMtvifiere not to be treated Kirbtly. i£be wnt 

K,^^s,^ trgaing on priiietple9 of right, he flKnald not talk 

'^7- c^ al^m ; but he had aheady iaid, he' ww^^guitig 

upon priociples of expedtency* The diwcli and 

ftace were united upon principle* of esp^dKency; 

aed ic conceroed thofe, to. whom the wdkbeing ^ 

the dale was entrufted^ to take care that the church 

fliould not raihiy be. denioU(hed« The perfons 

/ .nho now aj^iied, declared, that they nieant nothing 

yolttieal by their application ; but he muft look at 

hjunan adiona to find out the ^rings. Highfy as 

fae( thought of many of the preient diffeatet^, he 

cvnild not but obfibrve theve were perAMis among 

them, who vcpuld not admit that a^y eftabliA- 

mmt was aeceflary; and againfl Aich it became 

^dbmib i^ML legiAature to be upon their guard. Dodor 

Prieftky, whofe afailuies and learxung were Tery 

high, and whofe opinioiia were reeeir^ a$ brades 

Jsf a certain clafs ^ diflenters, had prodaimied ec' 

TiMTtfore in.ityagaili(l.lV>Mhu^c^ Sedarians (he £ud) were 

wxnp«df. lyjfdy pladbgas it were» grain by grain, a tuaisof 

MRd tbetff gunpowder^, to which the match would one day be 

'^^l . laid to blo^ up the fabric of error, wibich could 

never be again raifed upoa the lame &undaiion» 

When be £kw proceedings, intended to fubvert & 

important fi part df our polity > he thought! datcum'- 

^e&ion ai^d vigUance ablblutely i^ecefikry : wbi^ 

. there was. an avowed; dei^a to fap the iortrefs, it 

became the duly ol the gartifon to fecuie the oul* 

. yofts : the diSentera sdr^dy enjoyed every mental 

rlreedom to ferve Gcd, according to/ tb^ir coe* 

.:fci6UC4B» m the. moft aukple degree *. ii«bat tbey 

now re%4iirfed^ u^as ioiexpedient attd dangerous. 

TiMii»pii- Thefe fentiments deeply imprefied the houfe i and 

ca^oQ is rc» • 
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& cKvifion, the propofif ioA of Mr; BeAuf<^ waf Mgo? c*Tr ^ t.^ 
lived by a tnajarity of one hundred and feveiityx ^&i-v-«^ 
eight to one hundred. ' ''•5* 

Soon after this application^ a bSt Wad^ intfodu^ed 
for granting indulgence to a different fpecies of 
complainants ; thefe were infolvcnt debtors. The 
vaft increafe of commerce poured opulence on Ih^ 
the nation ; but to many individuals,' uiiavoid^bll 
lofles of injudicious fpeculations, brought bahlG 
ruptcy and ruin. Luxury, growing witli coMniertt 
and riches, fpread its influence over fociety ; die 
immenle fortunes that were acquired by extortidfl 
and peculation in the Eaftj and during Ihef- Athtti^ 
can war, through the prodigal effufion of t\m pub* 
lie moneys ftock-jobbing, and other caufes, ope* 
rated upon the minds of many traders, and infpired 
them with a defire of rapid accumulation. This 
fpirit fuggefted various fchemes, which being much 
more extenfive than the capital that could be em<v 
ployed,' failure produced certain ruin. Gaming 
of every kind was extremely prevalent : the example 
gf fome very eminent charafters,^ combining, wiLtli 
their winning and impreifive manners, infe£led (h«if 
iBlioBfate aflTociates with thb particular ^ce, and 
with general' extravagance} and thtit'conrequenei 
extended itfelf to many of their political fupportersr 
The metropolis teemed with gambling tradefmeq.; 
thefe became ftrenuous poUticiai^^* who wifliedtto 
hive a fhare in direding the bufmefs of the narioni 
and that they might deliberate in the tavern, they ne- 
glefted their (bops j imitating thofcLwhom they adr 
mired, they followed them to their priv^U^e p^(Un^$^ 
and^lofed their exertionsinth^ King'sJ^enok off Fleet 

prifons j 
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CHAT. pr%m$; vHl die number of impfUbobd debtors^ 
^!2^^^ ibrpugli eiibcr -misfbrtuoe Qr vice, was extremely 
^•> great. There can be no wife and ju(l r^afonfor 
confining a debrc^*, but; to compel payment; if 
there be no property coiibcealed, confinement of ^e 
debtor cannot reftore the creditor's right ; were i; 
pnfticable to compel, in every ^e, the debtor to 
give up bis effe&s to the creditor, as from effe£is 
not perfon hit reimburfement mud proceed, hn- 
prifonment^ might appear np longer to anfwer any 
j^ purpofe to the creditor. The law$ of im- 
prifonment for debt were, by many of the moft en- 
lightened mengi deemed a great bl^mifli in the legif« 

^ Mr. Burlee dclirered the following opinion on this im- 
poreant fiifajed» ia his addrefs to the ele^ors of Briftol ;-- 
^* There are two capital faults in oar law* with relation to 
^ivil debts. One isj that every ipan i% prefupned iblv^nt { a 
p^efumptioQ, iq innumerable ^afes* dired^Iy again(l truth ; 
therefore the debtoi' is ordered^ on a foppofitidn of aWlity 
and frandt to bo coerced his liberty untU h^ makes payment. 
By this mean^s^ in all caief of ^\m\ ii^fotvency* without ^ par- 
don from his. creditors^ he i^ to be icoprifoQed |br life ; ^d 
thus a mifer^bl^ ^liflaken invention of artificial (cKacQ cipe- 
rates to change a civil int6 a criminal judgment, and to 
feourge misfortune ei' indifcretion with a punilhment which 
Che law does not inflid^ on very great crimes. The ne|t 
fault is» that th^ ti^fii^ing of that punilhment is not on the 
opinion of an e<]|us^l and a public |iujge ; but Js referred to 
the arbitrary difcretion of a private, nay i^terclled and irri- 
tated> individual. He yrho formally is, and fubftantia)Jy 
enght to be, the judge, is in reality no more than minifterial» 
a mere execn|[ive iniirumenii pf a private n^an^ who i^ a^ oiiv^e 
judg^ and party : every idea of judicial Qrdev is fthverted 
hy this procedure, If the infolvcncy be np crin\e,i vhj M Jt 
punifhed with arbitrary imprifonment ? If it be ^ crime, 
why is it delivered into privafe hands to pardon withoat Htf-^ 
i^etioA, «r to pun^tb without mercy atid wiihput me^^futeH? 

ktiv« 
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flativg code of the country. Cautious, howerer, ^J^^ ^• 

not Kafijly ta innovate, lawgivers, inftead of ^•^.'mjj, 

changing the principle, had endeavoured to leflea '^'^* 

the fevetity of the operation by temporary expo* 

dients. One of thefe.was by infolvent ads, which 

have been lifuaily pafTed at periods of various dij^ 

tance, whea the prifons of the kingdom were fo 

fail) as to be fuppofed to render them abfolutely 

neceflary. The lafl of thefe had been pafled in the 

year 1780, and bills of this kind had been repeat* 

cdly propofed, but negatived* This year a propo- flli^a^ 

Moa to a fimilar effed was made in the boyfe of ^^^ 

lords ; the diief fupporters wo-e lord Kinnaird, the 

earl of Hopetoun> the duke of Norfolk *, but aboise 

ail lord Rawdon. Ttjis accompliihed nobleman we 

have already feen f diftinguiflied as a foldier ; equally 

e^celM]^ in the arts of peace^ he was now become 

eminent as a member of/ the fenate* With his many 

other virtues, remarkableifor humanity^ he direded 

his attention to the alleviation of mifery : his lordfliip £ni<s^^«A 

fupported the liberation of iofolvent debtors, both polity of 

on the ground of mercy and political expediency. 4m. ** 

Do not confine debtors (he faid) to gratify the re^ 

fentment of creditors ! Do not, becaufe one indivi* 

dual is malignant, fuffer another to be miferable t 

By confining infolvent debtors, you prevent them 

from benefiting jhemfelves, their families, and the 

coimnunity j and you deprive thetn of every poiSblc 

• This nobleman, hitherto mentioned in the hiftory as th« 
earl of Surry, had, about a year before, facceeded to the 
«Jakcdoin by the death of his father. The prcfcnt duke if 
the firft protcftant rcprcicntativt of the family. 

t Votiii./5^. 

means 
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« In A P. tneaitit of indemnii^ing their credicon. Claoib 

^Imtv^ may be introduced, which would relieve misfortune, 

*?•»• without fuiFering fraud to efcape. Lord Thurlow 

had been uniformly the chief oppofer of the feveral 

infolvent bills, and now maintained the lame 

ground* His arguments on the fufaje6l have been 

irequently imputed to a fevere unmerciful difpofi* 

tion; but whether conclufive or not, when feirly can- 

vafled, they difcover no marks of fuch a fpirit ; they 

manifeftiy arife from a policy, fuggefted by an exten- 

five view of a commercial country, and the means 

of encouraging induftry and frugality,'and reftrain- 

ing idleneis and extravagance : whatever opinion 

:we may form of his reafcming, thefe were evidently 

;his obje&Sb His lordfliip, to anfwer theoretical m« 

- genuity, which expatiated on the miferies that a 

•rigorous creditor might infiid on an innocent 

though unfortunate debtor, ftated a limple and 

broad fa£t : Engliih creditors, as a colleAive body, 

> are diftinguiihed for lenity ; to fupport this afler- 

tion be appealed to obfervation and experience; 

and affirmed^ that lawyers and judges, who, in the 

exercife of their profeflions^ had the moft frequent 

.op{K>rtunities of knowing the treatment of debtors 

iby creditors, were beyond all others the moft deeply 

imprefifed with this truth. Lord Mansfield bsd 

^bferved, that for twenty prodigal debtors, there 

Xcarcdy appeared in thecourfe of law one cruel 

creditor : the law, as it now flood, difcriminated 

-between misfortune and vice : the bankrupt code 

was inftituted for the relief of traders, who &iled 

through Kpforefeen misfortunes; they W^e the 

proper obje£ls of generofity and proteftion f irhilei 

i on 
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<fti rfie.other hand, thofe who ran in debt, luiowiiig %xxr^ 
that tbty fliould never"^ bt able to pay, were cer* s,^.-i*^ 
tainly fit fubjefts of that fetuerky^ which the law, as ^^'^• 
it flood, empowered their creditors * to exerclfe; 
beiidesj in the laft infolvent ad> the preamble had 
declared, that it was not likely any. more fuch 
ads Aiould be pafTed ; and thus m a great mearure 
pledged tb& public faJth to creditors : as he was im* 
mical to the infolrent bHl, he faid he intended to 
propofe feveral regulations for mitigating the mi- 
feries of imprifoned debtors. This biil was nega- The bin u 
tived, on a divifion, by a majority of tweaty-three "suited. 
to twelve* 

A queftion was this feflion fubmitted to the inquiry 
houfe of lords concerning peers of the kingdoia scmtidi 
of Scotland who acquired Briti(h peerages. Du- p*^"**'** 
ring the preceding lummer, the earl of Abercorn, 
and the duke of Queenfberry, of the kingdom of 
Scotland^ had been ca|led to the dignity of Britiiflh 
peers, by the titles of vifcount Hamilton, and baron 
Douglas ; notwithftanding which, they aK&tinued to 
fit as reprefentatives of the peerage of Scotland. 
Lord Stormont contended) that the right of rqMTC^ 
fentation was granted to Scottifh peers as a recoup 
pence for the lofs of an hereditary feat in parlia* 
mem : thofe who no longer fuSered the lob, could 
therefore no longer be entitled to a ihare in the 
compeniation. Having recapitulated the hiftory 
of the union to iUu^ate his portions, he tnovedy 
that the earl of Abercorn and the duke of Queenf«^ 
berry, who had been chofen in the number of the 
fixteen peers, having been* created peers of Great 

^ Lord Thurlow did not here overturn the objedtlon to a 
i} fiem which makes the party both judge and punifher. 

Britain, 
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c^ K t, Britainy t^eby ceafed to fit ia that houfe as ttpre^ 
wi^^-w fentatit^ of the peerage of Scotland. Hia lordifliip 
^^^^ rcfted hit prtodpal argument oh a refolution of the 
houfe of lords, which was pafled in January 1709, 
that a peer of Scotland, fitting in the parliament of 
Great Britain, by virtue of a patent paflfed fiace the 
union, had np right to vote in the eledion of the 
fixteen ,peers of Scotland^ From this opinion of 
the houfe, declaring that fuch peers could not 
choofe reprefentatives, his lordfliip inferred, that 
they could not be reprefentatives themfelves. Lord 
Loughborough fupported this conftruftive inter- 
pretation : lord Thurlow, on the contrary, main- 
tained, that a refolution of ehher houfe did not 
conftitute the law of the land ; and that they oaght 
to abide by that law, according to its literal meaOi- 
ing. Another debate foon after took place on a 
queftion, nearly conheded with this, but to which 
the refolution of 1709 more diredlly applied: 
whether BritiQi peers, created fincc the union^ 
could vote at the eledion of a Scottifli reprefenta- 
tive: both fideS were fupported and oppofed on 
the fame grounds as in the foregoing cafe ; and 
both motions were negatived *. 
Magnant- A fubjcd equally interefting and important at 
ficeV the' this time attracted the public attention, and under-* 
wi«,**of went a difcuffion in the houfe of commons. The 
•^Slucf ' ^* prince of Wales, amiable, engaging, and acGom* 
plitbed, with a vigorous underftanding^ poffefled 

* At the elcdlion of the earl of Selkirk and lord Kixmaird, 
to rcprefent tHe peerage of Scotland, in thc^room of the duke 
of Qucenfterry and the earl of Abercorn, the dukes of 
QueenA)err7 and Gordon had given their votes as p^rs of 
Scotland. 

(Irong 
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fitong 2tffe£tions, and was' not without that difpo- 
fition to pleafurc which fo often accompanies the 
fenfibility and animation of youth, efpccially iii ^^s?- 
fuch rank and circumftances as eafily afford the 
objeds of purfuit and the means of attainmeiit. 
Attached to the fair fex, the manly beauty of his 
face and perfon, apart from his other advantages, 
procured him, in the fufceptible hearts of his coun- 
trywomen^ incitements, which while it is admitted 
as a moral propofition that afcetic virtue ought to 
have refifted, it muft be allowed as an hiftorical 
fad, that fuch virtue is not very common in young 
men of twenty-four. Generous by difpofition, 
the prince was munificent in bounty ; focial and 
«lbgant, he was fumptuous in hofpitality : much 
connected with the chief characters of oppofi- 
tion, he partook of amufements, which conftituted 
the favourite recreation of fome of the moft illuf- 
trious men of the party. The effeft of fo great an 
additional fource of expenditure to his convivial 
fplendor and expanded generofity, was, that his in- ' 
come did not prove fufScient, and that he had be- 
fore fummer 1786 incurred a very confiderable 
debt. Finding himfelf in fuch circumftances, and 
defirous of rendering juftice to his creditors, his 
highnefs refolved to fupprefs the eftablifhment of 
his houfehold and every ufeiefs expence, and to 
fave from his income its greater portion, to be ap- 
plied by truftees for the liquidation of his incum- 
brances. He had hitherto, like many other perfons 
of rank and fortune, trained running horfes for 
Newmarket^ and the other places of public con- 
tention. His racers^ his hunters, and even his 
coach-borfes, were now fold by public auftio^* 
Vol. IV. M The 
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The buildings of Carlton-houfe were flopped, and 
feme of the principal rooms (hut up from ufe ; and 
?7?7! the heir of the crown retired from the magnificence 
of his ftation to do juftice to his creditors. This con- 
duft in itfelf did the higheft honour to the fenti- 
ments and reftitude of the prince ; but a confidera- 
tjon totally irrelative, entered into the eftimate. 
which many formed of its merits. His highnefs 
had, in the feveral objefts of his attachment, dif- 
played a difcrjminating feleftion,- which required 
the union of mental q^ualifications with corporeal 
sjtuatifin of graces. The lady who at this time occupied the 
alL**^ principal fharc of his attention, was Mrs. Fitzher- 
bert J a woman who, befides the charms and fafci- 
nations of beauty and accomplifliments, ^poffefled a . 
very refpeftable char after : from this laft circum- 
ftance a report originated, that greatly interefted 
the public : one relation being prefumed, was jufti- 
fied on the part of the lady by the prefumption of 
another. It was currently reported, that the cere- 
mony of marriage between Mrs. Fitzherbert and 
her lover had been privately performed ; and as flie 
was of the Roman catholic perfuafion, that the 
officiating clergyman was a prieft of fier own reli- 
gion. As :a legal cootraft, no fuch marriage could 
have been concluded, according to the written fta- 
tutes which regard the royal family ; as a matter of 
faft, fuch a ceremony might have been performed, 
but the belief that it adually took place, was totally 
inconfiftent with a juft and candid eftimation of the 
prince's character : it proceeded on one of two 
fuppofitions} either that he difregarded his own 
particular ftation^ under its confUtutional limits and 

^efcrip* 
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pl-efcriprions, and the recent Jaws etiafted r6fi)cafng ^^^^^^ 

the royal family, or that he had cohfenred to an -^ 

appearance which he well knew could not be valid $ '^^ 

and thus praftifed deception on the other party* 

Improbable as the report was in its fubjeft, and 

totally unfuppqrted by any evidence, neverthelefs 

it was very prevalent^ and created confiderable 

alarm. The prince's friends had expeded an in* 

tcrference from a ftill higher quarter to extricate 

him from his pecuniary difBculties. Finding no 

meaTure of this kind in agitation, and from other 

incidents inferring difapprobation on the part of the 

father, many imputed the apprehended coldnefs to 

diffatisfaflion with certaia portions of the fon's 

conduct, efpecially his clofe conneSdon with that 

party which oppofed the minifters of his majefty's 

choice, who had been appointed under fo very pe-^ 

culiar circumftances ; and not a few attributed fome 

ihare of the alleged difpleafure to the abovemen* 

tioncd report. From July 1786 to April 1787, thefe 

topics continued greatly to engrofs the thoughts 

and converfation of the public ; but had not been 

deemed fit<fubjeds for parliamentary confideration* 

His highneifs now authorised Mr. Alderman Newn* 

ham to reprefent to- the houfe of commons his em- 

barrafled fitnation. On the 20th of April that 

gentleman opened the bufinefs : he previouily afked 

Mr. Pitt, if he had any defign of bringing forward 

a motion for the relief of the prince; and beh^ 

anfwered that he had received no commands from 

the king on the fubje£t, the alderman gaVe 

notice, that, on the 24th of May, he ihould make 

a moUan to that e&e£):« This intimatipn excited 

M 2 much 
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xxxvii' ^^^ smiaety la th« houfe, as it fecmed to lead tP 
si.^^>^ fuch iQtereftiag difcui&ons. Mr* Newuham, on onf 
t737» pf the mterveniog days, explained the predfe na<* 
turc of kh motion ; which w^ to addrefs the king, 
praying him to take into his confideration the de« 
(ang^ment of the prince's affs^jrs} and to grant 
ikim fuch relief as his wifdom (hould deem expe*- 
4ient' apd fuitable; and pledging the houfe to 
IQiak^ good the fame* Mr. Pitt earneftly wiibed 
ihat the niotipu ihould jiot be brought forward : 
there were drcnmftances (be faid) refpefting thp 
pecuniary concerns of the prince, that would ren- 
der the prefent propofition inimical to the objed of 
its author : the application ought to originate elfe* 
wher^, and not in the houfe; a correfpondenc^ 
had tak^n place b^ween the party principally coa^ 
cf rned, and another perfooage, tefpetiing financia} 
^mbarraffinencs* Mr. Pitt, with his ufu^ clofenefs^ 
kept to the fubjeft which was introduced by Mr. 
Newnham ; but fome of the moft zc^ow fi:Q>port« 
ers of adminidration iniioduced an extranept^s 
topic, in an allufion to the prevailing rumows^ 
Meffrs. Fox and Sheridan reprobated the report to 
which this infmuation referred ; and, at the next 
meeting of the houfe, Mr. Fox declared hie had 
authority from the prince to contradift the aflega- 
lion. In law, as Mr. Fox obferved, it could not 
take place ; and in fad, Mr. Fox pledged the.>(era- 
city pf his highnefs that it had not taken pbcc 
This public difavowal, at the inftance of the heir 
apparent, afforded Yery great fatis£a£lipii io the 
whole houfe. On recurring to his pecuniary fitis* 
ation, Miu Fox declared^ that the prince wa& miU 

ling 
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MAg to giv6 a generiliand fair account of h& drtts } c « a f .- 

afid if any part of it was doubted, he would prefcnt ^^^!!^ 

d tle^r ^^eplatlfttiofi of the particulars t0 the kicig^ ^7*7' 

or hk mlAiflers. He fcrad not the fmalldft objedioiii 

td afford fh^ ho€ifd drefy poffible fatisfa(%ion ; and 

there \^a6 tiot a tlrcumftance of hii life which be 

fHis dfi^tned to have ldown« : 

• Mdativfhfte, interviews took place bett^een Mr. satisfaa^ : 

Bundasand hia highnefe; and the followmg day '^IJf*'^"'** 

E^Wi^n the nsjnifter and the prince. Mr. Newn* 

him htlng made acquainted with the rcfult, o;i the 

^y on ^hkb the motion was intended to be made^ 

dtttjlared k was no longer neceifary. About a 

Icyrfhight afterwards, a meffiige from the king was 

d^fivei^ed to patliamenty ftating, thait bis majefty 

wrth great concern acquainted them, that the prince 

had incurred a very large debt, which^ if toft to bd 

difchatg^ out of hi$ annual income, wtmld render 

it impoffible for him to fupport an eftabll&menC 

(hat #6uld b^ fuked to his taiik and ilatkm* 

His majefty was induced to the pr^fent application 

by his paternal aff<gAion to the prince of Wales } 

he could nor, however, de^^re the affiftance of par* 

fiament^ but 'on a welUgrotinded convidioh that 

(h6 prince ti^ould avoid eontrafting any ddbts iit 

hmt6. With a view to thi& obj6dr, the king 

bad direfted a (Urn of io,O0ol< to b« paid out c^ 

thei eivit lift, in addition to his former a^owance j 

he had the fati^ftion to obferve, that the prince 

had gi¥en the failed affurance of bis determination 

t^ ciHifine his future expences within his inconiQ 

uld h^id fklled a phi[A, and foted an ordeir in hia 

a!e0lldmyy which, it wa^ tnifted, tirould efie£taallj 

M 3 fipcurc 
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e H A p. feeore the due execution of his intentioiu. He 
w^^.^ farther recommended to the commons to direct 
^y^7* that the works of Carkon-houfe (hould be properly 
finiihed. In anfwer to this meflage, i6i>oooL 
were voted for the payment of the prince's debts^ 
and 20jOooL for the completion of his palace. 
Froceedingt The condu£l of Mr. Haftings continued to 
hu!H^. occupy the attention of parliament, and produced 
^H^ an extraordinary difplay of abilities. One charge 
of great importance had been decided againifc 
the bte gOYemor-generai : the event of the accu* 
fation refpeding Cheyt Sing, had furprifed and 
alarmed Mr. Haftings and his friends. Many fup- 
porters of adminiftration /egarded the conduft of 
the accufed in a very favourable light ; thenc(( 
his advocates feem to have inferred, that Mu 
Pitt entertained a fimilar opinion. One of the 
moft important qualities of a great minifter is^ that 
fecrecy which avoids the communication of fentt« 
ments or intentions, unlefs prudence admit or duty 
require that they (hould be manifefted. This feif« 
command, the firm mind of Mr^ Pitt poflfeff^s in a^ 
veiy high degree ; and no artifice can difcover 
what be reCblves to conceal. In the prefent cafe hq 
ftudied the. charges feparately, and, as became a 
judge, abftained from publiihing his opinio^, until 
he was prepared to deliver judgment. Mr. Had 
tings, therefore, faw that the vpte of the p|im« mi* 
nifter would depend entirely on the view which hci 
took of the refpeflive charges ; and that in c^es. 
comprehending probable grounds both of blame 
and juftification, it might.be doubtful what his 
fentence might be on fome of the fubfequent accur 

(atio»s. 



UEIGN OF GEORGE III. ^6^ 

Eitions. The authority, he was aware, of fo c'map. 
highly prized talents and integrity, woold be great ^1^.-.!*^ 
with thofe who, hefnating between contending pi*o- *78/- 
babiKties, found a difficulty themfelves in forming 
a decifive opinion Much more anxiety and doubt 
now, therefore, difplayed themfelves in the friends 
of Mr. Haftings, than when Major Scott; in the 
exultation of anticipated viftory, had fo eagerly in- 
vited Mr. Burke to the combat. The prefe teemed writings in 
with defences of the late governor general j either *"'^**''*'- 
the fpantaneous effufions of conviAion and friend^ 
fliip, or the purchafed produftions of literary , 
ability : the former were more difmtetfefted ill thft 
motive j the latter more fuccefsful in the exe- 
cution. Some of Mr. Haftings's friends, indeed,^ 
very injudicioufly, as well as uncandidly, afcribed- 
bad or frivolous motives to the chief men on both* 
fides of the houfe who voted for the impeachment. 
They aflerted, that Mr. Burke was aftuated by re-* 
fentment ; that Meffrs. Fox, Sheridan, Windham,* 
Adam, Anftruther, Grey, fir Gilbert Elliot, and* 
other members of oppofition, merely wifhed to 
gratify Burke, and to attack a man whom they 
thought favoured by the court and fomc of the' 
mmifters * j and that leading men of adminiftra- 
tion were moved by jealoufy of Mr. Haftings's in- 
fluence. Apprehending thofe advocates to be con- 
vinced, that the perfon whofe caufe they fo warmly 
efpoufed was innocent, and alfo able to prove his- 
innocence, the impartial reader muft deem them 

• See pamj^lcts in favour of Mr. Hadinp /^m ; - alfi>- 
pcriodical works, ^fpecialiy a newifiaper called the World. 

M 4 extremely 



i6i HISTORY OF THE 

c H A K acttemely imprudentji and indeed unwife in refting 
s-p,.,-^. hift defwce upon extraaeous grounds. This impu* 
trS;. tatioB was uncandid, becaufe it affigned unjuftifiabl^ 
«)ottires without proof, or even plaufible argoment. 
The motive afcribed to the principal accafer was 
Timli^t refentment, becaufe a friend of bis had 
^^been promoted by Haftiiiigs j but the alleged caufe 
13 not adequate to the eled. That Mr. Burke, 
6r any man, would undertake (b laborious a ta&, 
which requited fucb minutenefs of inveftigatioQ 
coMotung iottieate deuiU» the materis^ of which 
irer^ to be fetched from fucb a diftance, with fa 
great apnd powerful « body ioimical to a& iBqttiry,^ 
siepely becaufe Ins frieod had been flighted, ishardi^ 
1^ within the compa& of credibility : the fame ob«^ 
i^vatiOBS will apply to all the other profecutors, 
as fiM" a^ they were concerned. As ta the jealoufy 
of mimiters, where can we find the grounda 
ipx i»ch a paflion ia the relative fituatbn of theie 
and of Mr. Hailings ? Fully admitting extraordU 
nary talents and alfo meritorious condud ia the 
political laviour of India^ can a vead^ dlfcover asj: 
official iUuation which he was likely to fill,, that 
could ip the finalleft degree interfere with fihe power 
and influence; of the mintfters in queilion I But the. 
hired pleaders for Mr. Haftings,. being much mote 
aiQCuftovied to reafoning, defended him on ftronger 
grounds. Inftead of forming hypotbefes. cotu:ent« 
in^ the mtms. of the accufirsj they adduced argUf 
mems frxun^tbe conduct qu thil accused^ which», 
in detailed feries, principle and fyftem, they judified 
by the drcumftances in which h^ was, placed^ and 
illufitatcd by the efiipSs. Uiaii his giLestiona pso» 

ducedL 
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iiiotim There two dafies of defenders bad each chap. 
^nfiderable Tuccefs ; the firft with the w^sk and ^^^^.^ 
uodiftinguiihing; the fecond with men of difcern* ^^^^^r 
meat and glides J and the majority of the nation riryofthe 
vas inimical to the imp^chment. ^rrw the 

Such was the ftate of the public opinion, when ^I^f^' 
one moft powerfol effort of eloquence diffufed quite Eloquence 
different fezuiments through the kingdoms and tl^*^ 
prefented Mr. Haftings as an atr<)cious cricninaL topobiic 
This was; the celebrated fpeech osk the charge of the ^'°'^ 
Begunss- 

An opinion long prevailed among literary meA^ BrUiihcW. 
that though Britons furpafe the aiicients in know* ^'*''^ 
ledge and pbilofbphy ; equal them ia epic, and ex- 
cel them in dramatic poetry ; yet they are inferior 
in eloquence. W^riters of tranfcendent talents, 
diftinguiihed tafte^ and profound erudkion, deem 
thif notion fo evidmt as not to require any difcut 
fiop : they take the facb for graoted^ and confine 
their inquiries to the caufe *. Great ingenuity is 
eojiployed in comparing the fields of ancient and 
modern oratory, and difcovering motives that led 
to much more powerful and impreflive exertbns 
among the Greeks and Romans, than any that 
influence Bcitifli fpeakers : hence (fay Hume and 
Blair) no Demofthenes or Cicero arifes ia a mo^ 
dern fenate. A careful examiner of the eloquence 
which adorns th^ parliamentary hiftory of the pre> 
lent reign, may probably doubt the truth of this 
afleitioa; he who perufes the orations of the 
elder or younger Pitt, Burke, or Fox, may hefitate 

* See Hume's 'Etky on Eloquence;, fee ^iCa BIatr's< Lee* 
tdttit lo&. xxvife % and Mtm ff iii MtHnh by Df- WUIiam 
Thomibn* 

before 
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c HA P. before he will determine that they are forpaifed by 
\^0^^^ either Cicero or Demofthenes. It is, indeed, itt 
i7«7- the fupreme excellencies of the Roman or Gre- 
cian orator, that they are moft nearly equalled by 
Britifti fenators. Like Demofthenes*, efpecially, the 
higheft of our orators, are much lefs eminent for 
rhetorical ilouriflies, than for clear and forcible 
iftateitient of important fa£ls ; combination of what* 
ever illuftrates the queftion, or promotes the mea- 
fure propofed ; comprehenfive views of the fitira- 
tion, intentions, and interefts of the parties con- 
iierned; energetic reafoning appropriated to the 
point at iflue ; and application of forcible motive^ 
to impel hearers to the counfcis and condnfl: which 
the fpeaker defires. Eloquence, to be efEcacions, 
muft be adapted to the Fentiments and knowledge 
of the perfons to whom it is addreffcd; the fafntf 
fpecies and mode would not fuit informed and en- 
lightened gentlemen of the »Briti{h hbufe of com- 
fnons, and the* populace Which conftituted fo great 
a part of the Grecian and Roman affemblies. The 
fame genius and wifdom which enabled and dired- 
ed Demofthenes to perform fuch intelleftual won* 
ders, empowered and guided him to adapt his ora- 
tory to the feelings and capacity of his audience: 
the acutenefs and ingenuity of the Athenian meet- 
ings did not admit of much tinfel, inftead of fler- 
lingvalue ; neverthelefs, they were in many refpefts 
a mere, mob ; confequently, there was fometimes 
room for fubftituting impreffion for cohviftionj 

♦ Of BritiiTi orators Mr. Fox unqueftionably bears the 
neareft' refemblance to the Atl>enian in materials, fpiric, and 
expreHion ; and equals him in force and in fire, but is lefs' 
attentive to luminous arrangement. 

' 3 addrefling 
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addreffioe their feelines inftead of their underftaiul' chap. 
ings ; their weaknefs inflead of their ftrength^ >_ , -^--^^ 
Demofthenes, in order to carry the mod l>enefid«l <7t^ 
plans into execution, was often obliged to fioojthe 
and cajole them ; and for that purpofe occafipnaJly 
to admit into bis difcourfes. ornaments, which hi^ 
own auflere^ (Irong^ and chafte judgment would 
have induced him to reprobate. Briti^ eloquence 
IS rather unlike to ancient in fome of the fuboriM* 
mue inftriiments *, than unequal in the combinaH 

* tiou 

• That, in point of a^ion, ancient orators far furpaft mo^ 
denif is deemed one of thofe tritical obfervacions, -which it 
vrovid be equally fuperHuous to illaftratCj as abfiird to cosh 
trovcrt ; a common inference from the allowed fttperiorit|r 
of a^ion is greater excellence of oratory ; and the noted fay- 
ing of the Roman is often quoted to prove,' that gefticulation 
is the primary eonftituent of eloquence. One of the tvifeft 
men that has written on that or any other fnbjed^ views tho 
importance of adion in a different light. " It is (fays iDr« 
Johufpn) a complaint which has been made from time tO( 
time, and which feems to have lately become more frequent, 
that En^U/b oratory, however forcible in argument, or elegant 
in expreffion, is deficient and inefficacious, becaufe oar fpeak<^ 
ers want the grace and energy of a^icm. Among the -nn* 
merous projedlors who are defirous to refine our 9iannerSx 
and improve our faculties t fome are willing to fupply the 
deficiency of our fpeakers : we have had more than one ex- 
hortation to ftudy the negleded art of moving the paOlions ; 
and have been encouraged to believe, that pur tongues, how- 
ever feeble in themfelves, may, by the help of our hands and legSf 
obtain an uncontrovertible dominion over the moft ftubbom 
andiencet animate the infenfible, engage the carelefs, force 
tears from the obdurate, and money from the avaricious* 
IF» by Height of hax^d, or nimblenefs of foot, all thefe won- 
ders C2^n be performed, he that (hall negledt to attain the 
free ufe of his limbs, may be juftly cenfured as criminajly 
lazy : but we are a^aid that no fpecimeo of fiich effe^s will 

eafilj 
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c H A F. tfM 6f ftTMg redraftings virid irtid^ry, and pa<» 

J!!!^^X^ ik^flC exhlbilltoj which paffing through the head 

^*> iftfltft the hc«Art, and influences the condu£l t th^ 

AperMictti and rcffult of oratory are no left tigo- 

l^iM and effedual in Britain, than in Rome or 

Afhen^* Th^fe obfervatrons, though fomewhit 

d»g^effiv^, ti^il! not, I truft, be accounted forrfgn: tcr 

the fttbjeft of our narrative, that now comes t6 a? 

di()5lfty of eloquence, which has, pethaj)s?, never 

been (wp^lftd in ancient or modem Amet. ^ 

Spcecii of ' On the yth of February Mr. Sheridan opened 

3IJ'oo^bl' the third article of accufation agamft Mr.. Haftingi j 

f^^^Htcf ^l^'ch was hk coodud towards th« Begums *, of- 

tiogttc^ dowagtr priacefies of Oude. I'be incrodnftioi!^ 

^gttiiM. attacked a ground of defence chofen by many ad-' 

vocates of Mr. Haftings, that the fucc^fsful rcfult 

of his adminiflration amounted to a fuiEcirat jufti- 

jfiiCatioa of bb condud : ibis principle the fp6aker 

reprobated^ a^ comrary to every rule of nafutal aftd 

chriitian morals, which both taught, in the moft 

unequivocal language, that wicked means were not 

to be employed for the purpofe of accoHipU&iog 

deiirable eads ; it was, moreover, a new and bs^ 

fophtfmf in die makims of judicial inq^i^y, that 

crimes might be compounded, and (hat fortunate 



cafily be flicwn. If we could once find a fpea^er in ^ Change* 
AUt^ raifmg the price of (locks bj the power of perfuaGv^ 
^eftures, we (hould very zealoufly recommend the ftudy of 
&is art ; but having never feen any aftion by which language 
was much- aiTifted, we have been hithorto inclined to doubt 
whether our countrynoen are nx)t blamed too haftily for their 
calm and motionlefs utterance." Idler, No. 9Q. 
.^' See vol. iii. of this hiflory, chap, xxix. 

events 
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ev«At6 were a full and complete fet^ff againft op« ciu apj 
preffion, corruption, breach of faith, pequlatioiii ^^..^-s^^^im^ 
and treachery. The condud of the houfe of com* ''•^ 
moas, during the preceding year, was guided by 
the founded principles of jurifprudence ; they bad 
aflerted, that there were ads of moral turpitude, 
which no political neceifity could warrant; and 
proved to the world, that, however degenerate an 
example feme of the Britiili fubjeAs had exhibited 
in India, the people of England, colledively, fpeak^ 
ing and afting by their repxefentatives, felt, as men 
(hould £sel on fuch an occafion : they had demons 
(Irated themfelves fuperior to the prefumptuooa 
pretenfions that were advanced in favour of this 
pillar of India, this corner-ftone of our ftrength in 
the £aft, this talifman of the Britifli terrifortes in 
Afia, whofe character was faid to be above coifure^ 
and whofe condudl was not within the reach of 
fufpicion. After this conciliatory exordium, the 
orator proceeded to roufe the attention of his bear«- 
crs, by a concife but ftriking outline of die nature 
and magnitude of the fubjed, whicn lue was about 
to fubmit to their confideration. The prefent 
charge he ftated to be replete with criminality of 
the blacked die, tyranny the moft vile and pireme*' 
dilated, corruption the niofl open and fhaioelefs, 
oppreffion the moft fevere and grinding, and cru^ 
elty the moft hard and unparalleled* He pro^ 
feffed to God, that he felt in his own bofom the 
ftrongeft perfonal convi&ion on the prefent fiil!^e£L 
It was upon that convi&ion that he beliered the 
conduct of Mr. Haftings, in regard to the nidk>b df 
Oude, and to the Begums, compreheoded ia it 

every 
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CHAP, e^ert &ectes of humiin offetice. He had proved 
lu--,— ,J bimfelf guilty of rapacity, at once vic^nt and in« 
vflff' fadable ; of treachery, cool and premeditated ; of 
oppreifion, ufelefs and unprovoked ; of breach of 
£itb, unwarranted and bafe ; of cruelty unmanly 
and unmerciful ! Thefe were the crimes of which 
hit foul and confcience arraigned Mr. Raftings^ 
and which he trufted he fliould demonftrate to the 
fiitisladion of every hearer. He was far from 
meaning to refl: the charges upon aflertion, or up- 
on the warm expreffions which the iippulfe of 
wounded feelings might prodjuce : he would efla- 
blifli every part of the accufation by the mod un<> 
anfwerable proofs and the moft unqueftionable eW- 
dence. He would fupport every faft by a tefli- 
mony, which few would venture to contradift, that 
of Mr. Haftings himfelf. As there were perfons 
ready to (land up advocates for the late governor* 
general, he challenged thefe to watch every particle 
of the accufations which he ihould advance: he 
deiired credit for no faft which he did not prove 
beyond the poifibility of refutation. 

Mr. Haftings had endeavoured to eftabliih,that the 
treafures of the Begums were not private property, 
but belonged to the nabob ; that the real proprietor 
bad aright to reclsdm his own property, whenever he 
chofe ; and adually had refumed it for the purpofe 
of liquidating his debts to the £aft India company. 
'To controvert this aflertion he quoted the moham- 
medan law, and decifions upon that law concerning 
this very cafe; the amount was, that women, on 
the death of their hufbands, are entitled only to 
^e property within die zenana or harem where 
^ they 
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they lived. . This opinioa had been fully admitted ^^J^^- 
by the council of Calcutta ; the Begums retained ^■^.■—i^^ 
only the treafures. which were within the harems, ^'^^ 
and relinquiflied every other property to the reign- 
ing .prince. The Britifli government of India at 
the time admitted, and even guaranteed the tenure 
by- which the Begums held this refidue of eiFeds ; 
that property, therefore, was their own, and not 
the nabob's ; it might be plundered, but could not 
be juftly reclaimed. Mr. Haftings, in mitigation 
of his own feverities, miftated the principles of mo- 
hammedan Iaw,as if he meant to infmuate,that there 
was fomething in the eaftern codes which rendered 
it impious, i^i a fon not to plunder his mother. From 
thefe arguments, to eftablifli that the property was 
the right of the Begums, and confequently the 
feizure a violation of rights, the orator proceeded 
to the reafons which had been adduced for ap- 
propriating the treafures of the princeffes : here, 
he refted his inference on the report of the go- 
vernor general himfelf. The Begums had at 
all times given difturbance to the nabob; they 
had long manifefled a fpirit hoflile to his and to 
the Englifh government ; they had excited the 
Zemindars to revolt ; and they were acceffary to 
the infurredion at Benares. Each of thefe. alle- 
gations was fufSciently difproved by Mr. Haftings 
himfelf J who made it appear, that on the contrary 
they had particularly diftinguifhed thcmfelves by 
their friendfliip with the Englifh, , and by the va- 
.rious good offices which they rendered to the go- 
vernment. Mr. Haftings left Calcutta in 178 1^ 
and proceeded to Lucknow, as be faid himfelf, 

with . 
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CHAP, trith two great objects in his mind, Benares and 
s.^^^^ Onde. What was the nature of tbefe boafted re- 
S7^- fources ? They refembled the equitable alternative 
of a highwayman, who, in going forth in the eve- 
ning, was held in fufpence which of his refources 
to prefer, Bag(hot or Hounfiow. In fuch a ftate 
of^ generous irrefolution did Mr. Hadings proceed 
to Benares and Oude : at Benares he failed in his 
pecuniary objeA ; then and not till then, not on 
account of any ancient enmities (hewn by the Be- 
gums ; not in refentment for any old difturbances; 
but becaufe he had failed in one place, and had but 
two in profpeS, did he conceive the bafe expedient 
of plundering thefe aged women. To carry his 
fcheme into executionj Mr, Haftings, faid his clo- 
quent accufer, formed- the atrocious defign of in- 
ftigating a fon againft his mother, of facrificing 
female dignity and diflrefs to parricide and plun* 
ider. At Chunar was that infamous treaty con- 
certed j in which, among other articles, Mr. 
Haftings had ftipulated with one whom he called 
an independent prince, that, as great diflrefs had 
arifen to the .nabob's government from the military 
power and dominion aflfumed by the dowager prin- 
'ceiTes he be permitted to re-alTume fuch of their lands 
as he may deem to be neceflary. From the plan, the 
^cufcr proceeded to the execution: no fooner 
was this foundation of inquiry eftabliflied, in viola- 
tion of the pledged faith and folemn guarantee of 
the Britiih government : no fooner had Mr. Haf- 
tings determmed to inrade the fubftance of equity^ 
than he refelved to avail faimfelf of judicisd forms ^ 
and accordtngty di^afched a me£^ger fbr the chief 

jufticc 



joftfee of Iiiditf, to aSft'hl«-lto-pcaiJct»lmg-ili* ^^^^ 
vkhtkm iio biul ' projis^i^ Sir Elijah hnf^ w.-v-«^ 
being aitivtd^ Mi« Haftk^, wkh much arti pro- '^^^^ 
ppfed ac queftion of bpinion; m«olwigraii.Wab#i 
ftAotiskted'fafSt^ in order to obtain a &rteptitious 
approbatioa of the meafure Jbe had predetemuned 
to adbf^^^^^he begums bethg in adual :rd>ellbn# 
Inight' aot.tbe nabob confifcate theif prof^ty ? 
V Mdft undoubtedly !" was the ready anfwer of the 
^endlf ^Ddge* Not a fyllable of inquiry inter*^ 
¥aied»a»to the evidence of the imputed revolt ^ 
not a snmnent's paufe as to the ill purpofes, to 
vrhtch the deeifion of a chief juftice might be per^ 
rerted. It was not the office of a friend to mtz 
the grave caution and cold circumfpe£Hon of a 
judge, mth an opinion taken in fucfa drcum- 
ftances; and fir Elijah had previouily declared^ 
that be gave his advice^ not as a judge, but as a 
friend ; a charafter which h« equally preferred in 
the ftrange office that he undertook, of collect 
ciag jiiftificatory affidavits on the fubjeft of Be^ 
Hares. It is (faid the orator) curious to refled on 
the whole pf fir Elijah's circuit at that perilous 
time: he ftated his defire of relaxing from the fa^* 
tigues of office, and unbending his mind in a party 
ef health and pleafure } yet, wifely apprehending, 
that too fudden relaxation might defeat its objed, 
he contrived to mix fome concerns of bofinefs with 
his amufements. In his little airing of nine hua<^ 
dred miles, great part of . which he travelled' poft^ 
efcorted by an army, he felefted thofe. rerf fitua* 
tions where infurre(^oa fubfifted, and Tebdlion 
was threatened ; and . had not .only delivered^ hk 
. Vol. IV. ^ U d^P 
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xxxv« ^^ *^^ rtriws rtfeanthes into the -tiws of narieils 
^m^>^.^ and treaties, in the Ckpacity of the ottentiil 6ro* 
'7^7' tius, wbom Mr. ilaftiogs was to dudfi but alio 
appeaned. Jd the hambkr and more pra^aS ficcia* 
tioa bf a coUeAor of es^fiarteevidakcci in the 
former quality his«o^ucn was the premsitu^e fiMic- 
tion for pIuQdering the begums; itr^he fattef 
dbarader he became the pofthumous fiijpfpbrter of 
the expulfion and pillage of the rajah ^ Cheyt 
Sing. Adting on an unproved kid:^ on a poikion 
as ideal as a datum of the duke of Richmond, he 
did not hefitate, in the firft inftance, to^Jend his 
aoihority to an unlimited perfecuttbn ; in.' the lat* 
ter, he did not difdain to feud about Indb> like an 
idnerant informer^ with a pedbr's pack of garbled 
evidence and furreptitious affidavits. With a ge- 
nerous oblivion, of duty and honour, with a proud 
irnfe of having authorized all future rapacity, and 
&hSion€Jd all paft qppreffion, this fSriendly judge 
proceeded on his circuit of health and eafe : svhiie 
th^ gcweraor-general ifiued his orders to plui^r 
the bqguQis of their, titeaiure^ fir Elijah pui*fued ids 
progrd^, and explored a country, that prefented a 
Ifxsikmg pidure of hunger and nakednefs, in qneO: 
of .obje^ bed fuited to his feelings; in anxious 
l^cb of xalamities niQft akin to his invalid imagi- 
nation: .thus, at the fame moment, that the fword 
.«f govisiSktdcnt was. tamed to an afTailin's dagger, 

' the. pure eraiii^.x>f jufticecwas.flained and foiled 

yith tbe bafeft ;c6ntaininaiioau Such were the cir*' 
cuQfiilances,. under which Mr.. Haftings completed 
tiwiltaiaty of Chumtr-;;. a. treaty which may chal- 
U^CglL the tr^ies :that ^esiir houfl^d, for contain* 
vv^L i^-* - . ing 
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kig in 4kk fiflaUeft compafs the n6fr ^x^nfiff o^^fkAP.^ 
trfeac1>ery. ^ sfpolc^ ailditedLby.Mt* Haftii^ w*^^ 
lot ^ his <it]tf(to£t is, that the begwms rcfifted t&o *^' 
teCumptioti'6f the J^ghiras : the amQunt <sF this 
cBfrge isVlhaiii tbefe poor oldwQiocn aitemptedrto' 
I^etblt rd^iy. Could any. thmg be more abfurdi 
thaii^co aconfe piesfoDs of endeayourixijg to prrfervij 
th^ ptdpinylfroiU' plunder i Bat the faft isj. thejr 
mdde i^OMfiftaAce} they weU knew that' tbeis 
f^^ibtef eSbvts cic»ild not refthun the fpme of i^ 
f)fdtiderer: but, Mr* Haftings farther addsd, the 
iMJgllms complamed that they h^ fitSered ii^uftice) 
^t^^ibdiiof heaven ! bad they hot a right toccemt 
^teih ^ Afm thai vxolatiiMi .o£ a klktaxr&eatyi 
ptohifetedbf their property, and on the ewiofiihe 
ikft l^thifiMty 0/ mifery^ were they ta be dqnived 
tf this Ul^Sifiate refowteof impotent wreichednefs; 
faftientaifJSti^ and regret? Was k^ crinie/that they 
ftoold irr^od^ together In ^utterxng tre^dation^* 
iki^ z UStk df -iieipleis Urds, on feeing the fdoa 
krfev "^hD^ ^ving darted at one devoted vi^m and 
iirififed bts^tim, iingled out a new objeSr, and was 
ipfinging oil ^his prey with redpubled vigour in his 
wing, and %Leener vengeance in bis eye ?" Afeer 
th^' eloquehiie of Sheridan had exhibited fuch a 
\i&V9 of the ' afts of the accufed, he proceeded to 
hte genera? character. /* It has (he faid) been 
advanced b^ admirers of Mr. Haftings, who are 
not fo implicit as to give unqusdified applavfe to h» 
crimes, :thac they found ^ apology for their 3tro« . 
city in tfa^ gre£itxiers of his inind.' To eftioiate the 
ibiidity of fueh a defence, it is fuf&cient to eonfider 
wherein this fUepofiei&ng diftin£Hon, this capti* 
i ^ N 2 vating 
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citJtP: ntliig:cfaaniacriftic co&efts ; U it nOt fotfly to bd 
^™ traced ta great aaioM liircacd io gteat«d«? In 
if9p cliem4>iil7^fe:we t6 fistech for true nu^^animity s 
to thcrnxmlycan we affix tbe fpl^or and tN 
hcaottif 0f true grcatte(ii« There t»i fudged, a4- 
otbcr fpeciet of greaine&» which iiS^p- itfeJf iii 
boldly cootdving a bad meafiire, andMidamitfldly 
porfuifig il to its accomplifluneat:* -Had Mn Haf- 
tbigt the merit of exhibiting either ofth^e f Tbevff 
was nothing ^great, nothti^xiiagnaoiiDovs^ nothing 
open^ nothing diteft^ in his meafuret or h]3 fltund ; 
on th^ contrary, -he p«rfued the worft £b]^ h$ 
the worft tmeans i his courfe wa^ an eternal d««a'» 
tifm frooa re&itude: at oiie*time he tyraxuuM4 
oven the will, and at ,aAother time deluded .the lui^ 
derflandiog ^ he was by turns a Dionyfiuf and a 
Scapm: as. well might the writhing cjkdiKiuity ^ 
the ferpent be compared to the dired padi of th4 
arrow, .aslhednplicity of Mr. Haftings'^.ambitiqll 
to the: fitqple fteadme6 of gehoUfe iiiagAalUiy»ity.i 
in his mmd all was flinfflinfg^ ambigiiottB»<d«rk, ia^ . 
iidioasi apd little^ nothing iimplei -l^olblng un- 
mixed ; all affefted plainnefs and a^d^i diifimttla- 
tion i he was an betes ogeneous maft <jf tpntradic- 
(ory qualities, "with nb thing great but^bi^ crinief» 
and thofexontrafted by the Uttlenefs gf his motivie^.; 
which at onoe denoted his profligacy 4nd his mean- 
nc&,cand marked him. for a traitor and a Jugglet : 
iftfais vdry.ftyle of writing there, was the £mie mix* 
tureof Ticions contrarkd6s;/the' mott groveling 
ideas he cbnveyed intheihoft inflated language; 
giving mock . confequence^ to low cavils, and ut^ 
taring quibbles in heroics i fo that hb cphipofitsofas 
; . • . - . difguft 
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dtlgufl^ the tafte of the under ftaiulilig, ft onuth 4A ^». a r 
fih afttofiuB excite >tlie aUiorrence of the foul. 7ii« >^^,^ 
Jame character pervaded everj^ departttent of hiB ^> 
government ; i^ke in the sulttary and the f)blitical 
line, we may oMeive audioneering ambafladors^ 
and trading generals : we faw a revolution brought 
about by an affidavit ; an army employed in exe- 
<uting an arreft ; a town befieged on a note <$ 
iiand ; and a prince dethroned for the balance of 
an account. Thus a government was exhibited*, 
uniting the mock majefty of a bloody fceptre, and 
the little traffic ci a merchant's counting-houfe ; 
wielding a truncheon with one hand, and pidklng 
a pocket with the other/' This energetic, grand, 
and fplendid difplay of eloquence was clofed by 
the following peroration : f' Fadbns exiA inihk 
houfe, and there is fcarcely afubjed: onwhicfawe 
are not broken and divided iikto fe£b ; habits, coi^ 
nedions, parties, all lead to diverfity of opinj^l^^ 
but when mhumanity prefents itfelf ^o dur obfierv^ 
tion,.it finds no divillon in the repre(ientatives'4f 
the Britiih people ; we attatsk it ^as our loOAivi^ 
enemy ; and conceiving that the cfaara£ter of the 
country is involved, in' our zeal for the tl«XhiI8lon 
of cruelty, we quit not our ilnSertaking till It ^66 
completely civerthrown. It is not allowecl .to tKIs 
affembly to behold the objects .of our cpuipia^iog 
and benevolence. in the picfenteitenfiye inquiry i 
we Cannot contemplate the workings of tiMrfaearts( 
the quivering lips, the tridtling tears, the loud j5ii 
tremulous joy$ of the millions, 'whorn, 'our. vote pF 
thi$ night wWl for icver faye from tlys cruelty o| 
corrupted power: but, though we^aikAQt dtreOlf 
N3 fee 
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fee the cflSed» is not the true etijoyment of our be* 
neToIence increafed, by its being conferred on&en? 
t7S7- Will not the omnipotence of Britain be demon* 
ftrated to the wonder of nations, by ftretching^ its 
mighty arm acrofs the deep, aiid faving by its fiat 
diftant millions from deftru^on? And will the 
bleffings of the people diffipate in the empty air ? 
No. If I may dare ufe the figure, they will confti* 
tute heaven itfelf their proxy, to receive for them 
ihe bleffings of their pious thankfgiving, and the 
prayers their gratitude will didate !" 

Such is the outline and chief fubftance of this 
celebrated fpeech, whofe delivery occupied the ex- 
traordinary length of five hours and a half; during 
wliich its excellence was uniform in vivid, animated, 
and fervid defcription of conduft, that excited the 
various emotions of the human heart* for the 
alleged fufierers, and agdnft the alleged tyrant: 
filled the hearers with contempt and fcom 
againft exhibited meannefs, deteftation of repre- 
fenred atrocity, and called their vengeance upon 
powefful guilt overwhelming beiplefs innocence. 

' • ^ The hte Mr. Logans vrxH} knbwn for his literary efforts, 
4Sld author of a moft jnafterly defence of Mr. Hafiii^s, 
i»«Qt t)i4t day to Uie houfe of commoDS, prepofi'efl'ed for the 
aecufed and againft his accufer. At the expiration of the 
<rft koar he faid to a friend, •' All this is declamatory affer- 
ti6B wkhmit proof :^' wlien t&e ftcond'was finilhed ; ** This is 
M n^ wm^Brfiil oration :'' at the clofe of die third ; «' Mr. 
Haftiiigs has aded very iqpjttfttfiahly :'' the fourths <' Mr. 
VzRmp IS a moft atrocious crimiiud :" and at laft ; ^* Of 
an monilers of iniquity, the moft enormous is Warren Haf- 
thigt !" This I was told by Mr. Peter Stewart, proprietor of 
ikt Oracle*, who was prefest. 

Nevcf 



Nqver w&s Mr. Sheridan fiirpaflfed by anv oratdtrM ^^^^^^^ 
brilliaiit amUirefiftible^ioquence, nor has he often s.--.,.^ 
been eqnalkd in injj;enufify and acutenefs of deduc-' '7^^ 
tion from the prenBfes which he alTumed. If the 
govarnor-general had aded in the mode, and from 
the motived reprefented with fo irapreffive effeft by 
Mr. Sheridan, he ikrould have certaitlly deferved to 
have be^ ranked among all the Caligulas, Neros^ 
and Caracalias, that had ever fcourged humanity 
by lawlefs power ; with all the Jonathan Wilds and 
S^apins, that, by fraud and impofture, fupplied the ^ 
yfdnt of force to perpetrate villainy. The fpeech ^**^^^ 
fo manifeftly aftonifhed the houfe, that Mr. Pitt of conn 
propofed to. adjourn their meeting without coming *^^ 
to a deliberation, until they Oiouid be fufSciently 
recovered to diftinguiih the blaze of eloquence from 
the Kght of truth : throughout the country Ihe im- 
preiCon was little lefs powerful ; and great mimberi 
conceived Hafiings as guilty as he was reprefented 
by tran£(endent genius. To the commons there ap« 
peared.fo probable grounds of accufation, as to 
produce a vote of one hundred and feventy-five 
to iixty-eight^ for impeaching Mr. Haftings upon 
the. third charge': feveral other inferior charges 
v^ere voted to contain grounds of impeachment. 
On the ad of April various other accufations were 
examined, and the impeachment was at length 
voted ; when the form in which that inqueft fhould 
be carried on, became a fubje£t of coniideration. 
Mr. Fox propofed, that there ihould be a general 
charge of impeachment, and that the houfe, on ' 
acquatming the lords with their intention, (hould 
inform them that they were' preparing articles 
^hich they would prefent with all convenient dif- 
N4 patch J 
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CHAP. fiiitth*( reierving to ihemfiBlirei the conftitutbnal 
sj^v*^ nghts of fupplying more hteds, after they had goae 
'7'7' through the whole. Mr. Skt propofisd thef flioiiM 
iet^antte and axial^ the charges, fioce the accuCi* 
tion <:on$fted of 9 diffufe and complicated maft ; of 
ma^y {allegations which had not bm fui^aatiatedi 
99d of many^a^s which could not be confidered 
ftf crimiaal ; that thus each part fliould be tried by 
its ^j^mfl and individual merits. Mr. Borke aad 
Mn Sb^dan coincided with th6 minifter} and 
his plaii> was adopted. Mr. Haftings now made^ 
through H^^oT Scotti an. applicadon to the hoofe^ 
thai if they refolved there was ground for inqsestch^ 
mfOiti ihey would vote that he ihould be brought to 
trial : . he iri^fted that the houfe of commons would 
pot fufipr jus name to be. branded upon their re- 
cords, ^v^hout aUowing him at the fame time tb^ 
pnlyle^}. means of effacing the ftigma» . 
; A committee, was formed to prepare articles 
of impeachment againft Warren Haftings, ^« and 
empowered to fend for perfons, papers, and 
records. . The cofmnittee coniifted.of Mr* Burke, 
Mr. Pox, Mr. $heridanf .Mr. Pelham, fir James 
Erikine, M^r. Windhun, Mr. St. John, Mr. Francis, 
fir Gilbert Ellbt, (ir Grey rCoqier, Mr. Frederit 
Montague, Mr« Wellbore Ellis, geneial But^goyn^ 
colonel North, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Grey, Mr. An* 
ftrutber, Mr. Adam, Mr. Pu^ Long, and lord 
]^Iaitland. 
The com- Qn the aoth of May, Mr. Edmund 3utke went 
ytKb ww. m the nane of t^e houfe of commoos, vid of all 
^t^*bl!l!'^ <(he commons of Great Britain* to thehsr of the 
t^houieof jjoufg of i^jjjjj^ ^j impeached Mr.Haftingj of 

fii^Ii (:rimes gnd nufiiencaoors ; aad edfrnxaei 

the 



the ioxis, xhtt ibs commcMs would, WHh all con« e*H a pJ 
lenient fpecd, exhibit a¥licle« againft' hifn, and v«-^^;«-il! 
make good tlie fame. Tlie articles were eight ill ^^' 
number: the cfaacrge of Cheyt Sing, the Begums, 
charges of Farruckahad, the (!ontrads, ]?1zuUa 
Khan, the prefents, the revenues, and mifdemea* 
noTS in Oude» At the inftance of Mr. Buike, Mr« 
Haf^ings was taken* into cuftody by the fergeant 
at arms; and being immediately conduced to the 
bar of die hi^ife of lords, was delhrered to the 
gendenuui ufher of the black rod. l}|>on riie 
motion of the lord chancellor he was admitted to 
baiU him&lf in 20,«ool. and two fureties, Mr. Sul- 
livan and Mr. Sumner, in io,oool. each, smd was 
ordered to deliver in an anfwer to the articles of 
impeachment in one month from that time, or up^ 
on the fecond day of the next feUion of pairKa^ 
ment*. 

On die 90th of April the financial accounts and Si^^kk 
airaagemeats of the year were brought fbrwahl. 
IThe mioifter opened the fubjed, by teftifying the 
high fatisfa£lion that he felt, and which he doubted 
not the houie would flure^ when he laid before 
ihem fuch an account of our finances, as would ^H^^* 
jttftify his £9rmer (btements, reafonings, and pre* 
didionSf The public fervices were to be provided 
for wiihout addidonal impofts, although a very bad 
feafon in the Weft indies bad caufed a defalcatioii 
in the cuftoms to the amount of 3 50^000 1. 

• See Aanual £<gifter £br 1787; SritiHi and'forei^ 
hiftory, j>. 148, 

On 
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c.n A p. On; the. 7th of May, V^. Duadas^ asprefidetttof 

sJ^^^ the; board of comroul, brought forvrArd the finaiu 

M/oun. -^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Britifli India. He conceived it (he 

das kriagt faid) highly improper thtt any part of the empire 

£naociai^ ' fcould bc in thc receipt of a revenue of five 

tiflTwuf' J^illio^s, and maintain an army of fevei^ty or 

eighty thoufand men, without its being known to 

the houFe of commons how that revenue was 

difburfed, and why fuch an edabliihment ^as fup« 

ported. The debt in India amounted tonincmii« 

lionSj the revenue of the lad year afforded a furplus 

of ],8oo,oool., and the company would be able to 

difcharge their debt in this country in the year 1790* 

Haying, clearly and concifely dated thefe fads and 

opinions^ Mr. Dundas moved refoiudons refpe&ing 

the revenues of India ; thefe were carried without 

a divifion. 

On the 30th of May his majefty prorogued parlia* 
ment with a fpeech, exprefiing his enure approbarion 
of the zeal and afliduity with which the houfe^ ap- 
plied themfelves to the important objeds recom- 
mended to their attendon at the commencement of 
the fefliou, and returning his majeftys particular 
than](s for the proofs which they had given of 
affeftionfor his perfon, family, and government. 
ins Satisfied as he was with the affurances which be 
qreceived of the continuance, among foreign powers, 
of general tranquillity, he greatly regretted the 
internal difiienfions among the Hates of the united 
provinces. He rejoiced at the progrefs made in * 
ihe redudion of the national debt; and at the 
meafures adopted by Parliament for carrying into 

effeft 
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tSe&, the commercial treaty with France, and for c h a p. 

fimplifying the revenue ; he trafted the (ame pa« >^,-^.^^-^ 

triotic difpoiitions would be exerted in their feveral '^^^^ 
counties, in promoting* induftry and good order; 
the furefl fources of private and public prplperity. 
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AJfmrs efUoBand.'^^Ruimm effiBt ofthi war with Britain, 
'^^Kiomplaiuts agatn/l the Stadtbolder.^^barge concerning 
the inoBim of tht fieds.^^OhjeQi of the ari/hcratic party 
at the end (f the nvar.'^Thej put arms into the hands of 
the muItitude^^-^EffeBs of this tneafure.'^Bepnning of a 
democratic party. '^ Both the arifiocratic and democratic 
parties agree in hojlility to the houfe of Orange.^-^Advan" 
tages which they poffejfed over the Stadthoiderian party*'^ 
Tbej are fupported by the monied men'^'-and JeBaries.'^ 
Circum/lances favourable to the prifice.^^He is commander 
of the army and Jleet.^^Civil power and authoritym^^He is 
governor^general of the Eafi and Weft India companies,-^ 
His hereditary poffeffions,-'-^Several provinces favourabk /« 
&/ caufe.'-^Friend/hip and affinity with PruJj^.^^Adverfe 
faBion trufls to thepr^eBion of France^'^Thej deprive the 
prince of the command of the Hague.^^The Orange family 
leave the Hague. — Temperate remonflrances of Pruffia.^^ 
difregarded by the foBion^-^who abfolve the troops from 
their oath of fidelity. — Meeting of the States of Holland and 
Wefi Friezelandy — violence of — Remonflrance of the 
prince, --^Frederic William fends his prime minifter as am* 
hajfador to the States of Holland.'-— Firm memorial 5^— » 
ConduB of France.'^encourages the faSion.-— 'Rebellion 
commences at Hattem.^^The infurgents are defeated.'^ 
Conciliator] interpofition of PruJ^a^-^and of Britain^-'—una^ 
vailing.^— Joint mediation ofPruJfta and France. — Dif 
ferent views of thefe powers*^— Alarming power of the de* 
piocratic partf^^is exerted in levelling innovation— de- 
feated in an attempt to fufpend the office of Stadtholder. — 
They try a new fabrication of votes. -^The armed burghers 
are employed as infiruments of revolution.'^^Fury of a revo* 
tutionary mob.-— The States General avow thmfehes fup- 

portffi 



f§rters cf the, ifm^itv^.^jiij/nicf4^ ^^^ - \ ^^ '^ 

17>e army cmHnues,aft0fihed*tojfi0,paf^<^;;trT^ •' *' 

itcomej d^p^oti^-^Ar*^^*^ f^^Jlf^^Jf ii^ %fr^'^0f ii the ^ x 
Hagu^.'^Ste is competled to ''f^wf?-~Q'' ^/* '^{^ '^ 
king ofPrtiffia changes' his tone,— He demands fatisfoBioU 
' 6f thi States cf HoOaHd—w%icP is * W graked.-^tbde^ 
' termines on forci,-^The rev^Sntps' retjf on FnAc^.-^ 
Thi iuh of BrfMpuAck ^tits iheVtikeiPtehsincestittU 
' keiad^^m mmy.'^Tb^ r^tobaion^r ipplfio Pnuk^^p^ 
; iidA^Qmllmlt rf BrOmim^lShe imgafFriinajintinutn 
. 4ninfHaim ^f^ByH$ig rtr^®^^/ . yi|W/i>^^ 

fares an armmtent^^^Franct relir\qt^^^ hcK dfj^gni^-^s-^ni 
the duke o^. ^runfrvict is c^pfetely vi£hrieus,'~^R0(nra^ 
iton of the 'Stadthol4er»'''^reat and unanimous praifes of 
th$ hrhiBdahhiei. - .■ , ' ^ 

^ garJbl the UnieedJhtrm^r Thdr tinfot*^ ""'**^""' 
t^te ivbr ^vith 'JBbittaday * and ksi- raindu^ (xuife- 
qu€»ce%ii»9i(l^sd»n the^r^blld tb ils fouadatbii) HaiaiiiA. 
occa^ioiial a dap&ftinre Horn many of its ancienit 
maidtni add priikctples; and not only ftrengtkened 
die oldfQtity vrhtch was friendly to France, but made 
way iok itst rife of a new fatftion, mach more dan- 
geroos and deftru£tlve« The knK>wn atet fen^s of 
the ftadtht)lder to connexion with the houfe of 
BoutboiEQsnd the American colonies, his near rela- 
tion and belimd atta<shinent to the BrrtHhfove- 
reign^ afforded grounds for ftifpicion, that he could 
not engage very heartily in a caufe fi> direCtly op«* 
polite to opilik)ns in which he had been nurtm'ed. 
The difgratefa) and ruinous confequences of the ao?tt<wi 
Wat, the immenfe loflfes fuftained by the tapture of t^ war 
St. Euft«i«, with other fevere blowr, as. well on the ^ll! ^^ 

feas 



xMiriii:^ 




CHAT. 

xxxvin. 






Charge con- 
cern ng the 
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ft9U( ts m bo A Ae Indies; Vhich the repflWic hacl 
fcceiwd during 'that Ml fought and unfortunate 
conflift, not bfrff diftppoittted tRe views pf the Hip- 
porters of the French intereft, but procluced great 
difcoiitent among many other individuaU^jwho did 
Slot originally belong to that party; and f hey iin- 
p^t§d to theback^warddelk of the (Ladt^oldcr^ loffes 
^icb proceeded. ftDm. their <o#n folly in-oourttng a 
war urirh £ngte%dJ^ TSiey commsnted faoftiimes 
unwiMy aiid ^n}ift|yi v^faen ttiey ha^ fd mudit vahi^ 
Alfe'-tftexh'ftftdize; either oA fefe or inthftir-'faSterics, 
cxpofed tb^n' cn^my,' whb^ ijofvidth^tidi% every 
oppofition, ftill retiiried th^ conypapd of the ocean ; 
and vefe enraged that the ftadtnoldpr..di(^AiH pe;- 
fcrm impoffibilities, by faving them from the con- 
AtqutMe^ of ttftifiifiiqttkmisiiiipoltpyw Thetchaigvs 
agakiftthe ftadtholdir.'w^ie-dbiflfli' gdaeiaf.:* tt was 
faidy that, he: bad dot exeitidritfib fbrce nith vhick 
he ^2s «mrufl:edi by tbc:^ibfe,/ki'tfibtiahoiier» or» 
with that energy whicb hik sm^ have emj^kxycd^ 
2Bptd whkb would have been pioftdKifeualfor cbun- 
^a^ng the defigns ami! fruftraiing tbcipfbris o£ 
the ' enemy. Ojci thefti poiafis^- the . pr intr ini vaiir 
!«epeatcdly.cbaH«ged hist adverfariestrf^ the inquiry 
and pro0f ; : but, aware ^f the ftmlity • <>f their 
chlkrge^, they dW o<H wifc-for iftvcftigarioitf 'Oxw 
fgecifiic- Objeft of. examinatidn; wasf, why ^i Butch 
fleet did apt proceed to:B«-eft, aceobting fo com- 
pad, in the year 1782, that the vi^hQle combined 
naval force of the houfe of Bourboa. and Holland 
might have defcended at once on the coafts of Bn^ 
lain, .llie |ailux«. had ' been Iqudly attributed to 
cfiinuial negled, if not treachery i ' aij^a c«^aiitt«e 
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wai^ fpecdily app6inted to inquireinto tKe cawfes :' ^JL^*^' 
the > refult was, no difcevety was made,- tending in ^.m^^m^ 
th^ fmaHtfft <!egr^e-to affeft the ftadtholder. '^^' 

• --At-^be-tetihtnatic^ficf the Amcricaftwar, no Weas oijea«of 
df ' democratic liberty, -or of the admSifiott of the tx^^^t^ 
whole people into a ihare of the government, appear *^^ [^ ^^ 
to have beeii critettained by the party in bppbfittotf 
to the ffadthoMert their defign was to ftren^Bert 
the ariftocracies, and to place the government in tlid 
haiidsofan oKgarchy, compofed of their own prin- 
cipal leaders, who would likewife be felf-elefted 
and perpetual ; and who,notfubje£t to ther jealoufy 
attendant oh the fway qf* a- finale pcrfpu, in the 
nature of things^ would foon aflume a decifive au- 
thority, which had never been' 'poffeffed by the 
fladtholderate. 'The conteft with the emperor 
afforded a pretext for a meafure, which the arillo* 
cratic faftion i«tended for ft rengthening * their 
power, but eventually produced the total diffolution 
of their authority J this was, the beftdwal of arms Tii«yi«e 
on the multitude : the people finding arms in their ^^ 
hands, began at once, to feel their own importance ; 
' they awakened, as it were^ from a dead ileep, and 
wondered why they held no fhare in that govern- 
ment which they were called upon to defend or 
fupport, and which it was evident without them 
could have no permanent fecurity. The examples ie^^o^ 
of Ireland and America were frefh before them ; \^\Z^^ 
the very term of volunteers, which they aflumed, 
contributed to (lamp the character of the part they 
were to a£t The democratic fpirit being thus 
fuddenly brought to life, felt the poffeflion of its 
faculties^ and difplayed all the vigour^ and, per- 

haps. 
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c » A ^ hzp%f even the wantonneg of jpiHb«. The tf med 
>,jr.— J burghers had been defigned as a cpunterpouoe to 
'7^^ the army^ which was known to be gmerally attached 
to the ftadtbolder} and it; W93 fondly .eicpeded, 
that w^en they had performed the fervke^ they 
would have filently funl;^ into their forper infigni* 
ficance; but, without waiting for that Iflue, they 
|)egan to account themielyes couftituent qiembers 
of the commonweahhy and demanded to be admit* 
ted to a fhare in the le^giflatjon and government of 
their refpe£live cities> by ele£ling delegaties^ who 
were to be received as. their legal reprefentatives in 
the public aflemblies^. and thus J[orm a popular 
counterpoize to the ariftocratic power*^ When 
thefe fentiments were avowed> nothing could exceed 
the furprife and confternation which they excited* 
The principal leaders of the fadion were difcon- 
icginning certed and alarmed ; they had improvidently raifed 
a dangerous fpiritj and brought a new power into 
aftion^ without a due confideration of the force 
and eccentricity of its movements ; and thefe were 
evidendy beyond their control or management. 
This new body they faw would prove equally ini- 
mical to the ariftocratical) as to the ftadthol^rian 
authority ; but afraid, if they fliould then oppofe 
the pretentions of the democratical party, that a 
powerful^ body would go over to the Orange ad- 
herents, and both united put an end to the fway 
of the nobles, they temporifed, and appeared to 
coincide ^firith the plebeian combination. 
•?J^« This union of two parties, of adverfe intc- 

ind demo, rcfts, but concurring in defire to humiliate the 
t'« igl^tii ftadtholder, was very, formidable to that prince and 

boftUityto ■ * ' * * It * * bit 

the huufe of . . ^ 
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his ftiendsi The States of Holland and WeA %^^^^(^ 
f riezeland Were the great and conftant impugners of w— n--**^ 
the ftadtholder's authority and prerogatives; They '^^^* 
affunied a fuperidrfty which was not admitted by the 
conftitlition of the union, and was derived only from 
the circumftance of Holland poffeffing a greater 
ihare of Wealth, And a larger fextent of territory, 
than any of the others. The nloft bitter animofity 
which sippeared againft the prince, feemed to be 
peculiarly lodged \n that province ) and the eity of 
Amfterdam took the lead of all other places in 
the invariable difplay of enmitVi The adverfe Advantage 
faction bad many and gteat advantages over the poOefl^ > 
Orange party in this conteft : for fevcral years alSthoWe-. 
they purfued one common objeH, to which all ""P^/y- 
their meafures were direSed; thence they were 
clofely united % while their antagonids having no 
purpofe to attain, which might ferve to combine 
their zeal or excite their enterprize, were loofe^ 
carelefs, and unconnefled- The oppofite party They are 
had likewife the^ important advantage of being by the mo- 
favoured by the monied menj they were, befides,. "i'dfTa^ 
quickened by the ardour, and kept in conftant '***• 
exercife by the indefatigable zeal and reftlefs 
fpirit*^ which is always obfervable in feftari^sj 
and though the meafure of arming the volunteers 
had been productive of much trouble and diforder 
among themfelves, yet it afforded them at leaft the 
benefit of a formidable appeatance< 

To balance tfaefe unfavourable circumfiancea^ Circum- 
the prince was not without confiderable means, voan^ieto 
both internal and external : as captain- general and ^* '"'^^'^' 

* Aaaual Regifcr, 1786. 
Vol. IV* O admiral- 
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admiral-general of the United Provinces^ he had 
command of the whole military and naval force of 
He'ilcL. *® republic : he had the nomination of all the 
n»«nderot commiffioncd officers in either fervice, and wa5 

the army , n t 

and fleet, confidcred by thefe as their patron and mailer ; he 
had alfo the appointmentof moft of the civil fervants 
of the fiate* The landed intereft, though a much 
lefs proportion of the^ ariflocracy of Holland to the 
monied, than the correfponding clafs of England, 
vras, with few exceptions, friendly to the prince in 
all the provinces; even of the people, great numbers 
(though not amounting to a majority) were parti* 
Hi3 civil 2ans of the ftadtholder. Eiut his authority and legal 
atttiMcity. powers were by no means confined to the fleet and 
drmy : by his office he was placed as prefident at the 
head of moft, if not all of the civil departments of 
the republic. He prefided^ either in perfon or by 
deputy, as he chofe, in all the affemblies of the fe- 
veral refpeftive provinces* He had a feat, though 
not a vote, in the affembly of the ftates-general ; 
and it tvas not merely a matter of right, but a part 
of his official duty, to be prefent at their delibera* 
tibns, and to give his opinion or advice upon ail 
matters of difcuilion, in which he deemed it 
neceifary ; and this had not onfy a great influ- 
ence upon their proceedings, but in times of har- 
mony, and under a vigorous and fuccefsful admi* 
niftration of puUic affairs, was generally decifive 
of their condu^. His right of nomination or 
reje£lion, with refpeft to the new members appoint- 
ed to fill up the town: fenates and magiftraeie), wzb 
now contefled) and generally ovemiled, but could 
hot fail to have given him by its pad operation a 
^eat influence ia (hofe diftin^ republics. In the 

. qwlity 
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Quality of governof-general and fupreme direflor 
of the Eaft aiid Weft India^ companies, the ftadt- 
holder, likewife, had an unbounded influence in 
thofe great commercial bodies *. The prince, 
moreover, inherited very'lafge eftates and poffefi 
fions, ivbich included palaces, cities, and caftfes, 
and endowed him with feveral important privi- 
leges, independent of his offices undet the ftate. 
Powerful as the ariftpcracy was, yet the party fa- 
vourable to the ft^dtbolder had many votaries : 
even in Athftefdam and Rotterdam, and the greater 
cities of Holland, which were peculiarly hoftile to 
the houfe of Orange, the domineering fadion had to 
combat numerous adverfaries. In the fmaller towns 
the parties approached more je^rly to an equality : 
of the provincial ftates, GueiSerland and Utrecht 
were devoted to Williahit Overyffel, Gronipgen, 
and Zealand were fluftuating, and difpofed to be 
mediatorial ; fo that Holland and Weft Friezeland 
only were abfolutely hoftile to the ftadtholder. The 
p;^ince pofleffed an external refource and fupport in 
the friendfhip ;ind protedion of the illuftrious Fre- 
deric : policy direfted a wife king of Pruffia to re- 
prefs the ambition of France, and prevent her from 
acquiring, under the name of alliance, the com- 
mand of thofe provinces, and bound him to the 
antigallican party j while affinity cemented the 
bands by >«rhich he was conncfted with the houfe 
of Orange, The authority of fo renowned a pto- 
|c£lor, long fhielded William and his confort from 
any nieafurcs of extreme violence. Such was the 
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* S^e A;iiiual Register for 1786, p. 74. 
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CHAP, ftatc of aflfaifs in the beginning of autumn 178^* 

s^^^^'^ The ariftocratic fadtion now found theinfelves very 

Adv«fc" potent at home, and placed unbounded confidence 

faaion ia the affifting power of France. Proud of tfiis pro- 

trolts t9 the "/ 1 /• r u 

proteaion tediou, and freed of every apprehenfion from tnc 
'""' emperor, they became lefg attentive to the admoni- 
tions of Frederic himfelf: they proceeded at once 
to (hew that they were no longer difpofed to obfervc 
any meafures of amity with the prince (ladtholder, 
nor even to preferve thofe outward appearances 
which might indicate a difpofition to future conci*^ 
They de^ Uatiou. This was announced by divefting bim of 
printe of the govemmcnt and command of the garrifoii of 
^^J^^\h€ t^^ Hague } a meafure not more violent in the aft, 
***i{»«* than it was degrading in the execution, through the 
^ unufual circumftances with which it was accompa- 
nied. The committee of the ftates iffued a decreci 
by which they deprived the prince of his govern- 
ment and command, forbidding the troops to re- 
ceive the word from him, to obey his orders in any 
manlier, or even to pay him any of the cuftomary 
military honours. To render the degradation 
complete^ and as it were to add the incurable (Hng 
of a perfonal infult, they, at the fame time> flripped 
him of his own body»guards, and even the hundred 
Swifs, who were deftined merely to civil purpofes, 
and.to the fupport of (late parade and magnificence. 
A remondrance of the prince termed thi» decree 
a violent breach of the conftitution, an irivafion of 
^is rights, and an indignity to his perfon and cha- 
fader ; but his complaints produced no other fatif* 
faftion than the contemptuous intimation, that the 
guards were maintained for the purpofe of fup- 
3 ^ porting 
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porting the grandeur of the ftate, and not for the c h a p. 
pageantry of the ftadtholder. After fuch an open w^^w 
indignity, the prince and * princefs could no '787* 
longer continue in a city, which was the feat of the v 

court, public bufinefs, and government ; as well as ', 
the refidence of all foreign minifters : they there- 
fore immediately abandoned the Hague. The Thet)rinrc 
prince retired to his own city of Breda, and the {h^n^l^ 
princefs with the children repaired to Weft Frieze- 
land, where, notwichftanding the implacable enmity 
of the ftates of that province, the people were gene- 
rally well afFefted to the Orange family. The 
faftion followed their late meafure by an order for 
furnilhing the guards with n^w colours, in which 
the arms of the houfe of Orange were totally omit- 
ted, and thofe of the province of Holland fubftituted 
in their place*. The king of Pruffia regarded this 
perfonal infult, and violent attack upon the au- 
thority of the Stadtholder, with great but regu- 
lated indignation ; he ftill preferved the moft tem- 
perate language in his remonftrances ; and while 
his expoftulations placed in the fulled, light the 
wrongs and undeferved injuries fuftained by that 
prince, and fufficiently indicated that he was too 
much interefted in his caufe to permit him to be- Srllffil!^^ 
come ultimately a viftim to oppreffion ; yet, for 
the prefent, he appeared rather in the charafter of 
a friendly neighbour to both, and an amicable me- 
diator, wifhing to reconcile the differences and mif- 
underftandings between the parties, than the dired 
advocate of either • : but the faftion was too far 

• Annual Regifter for 1786, p. 77* 
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c HA P. advanced in violence to regard moderate re4non«» 
N-^/-^^* ftrances; and proceeded to flill greater innova* 
difrl«rded t*^^^* Thcy iflucd an order, that the military ho- 
by the fac nours ufually beftowed on the ftadtholder, jn all his 
different capacities of captain-general, governor of 
the Kague, and commander of the garrifon, fhould 
in future be paid only to the prefident of their com* 
mittee, as the reprefentative of the dates, and (o the 
mho ab. grand penfionary of Holland, This was foon fol- 
ttiTp^froro lowed. by an order to difcharge all the troops 
SfaryT***'^ of the province from their oath of fidelity to the 
ftadtholder, and to prefcribe a new oath, by 
which they were bound to the ftates only. The 
'fa£lion took the prefs entirely into their own hands^ 
and the mod fcurrilous inveflives were every day 
publiihed againd the dadtholder; and not only 
pafled with impunity, but received high applaufe j 
while the mod temperate writings in defence of 
his rights, or a bare datement of their nature, fub- 
jefted the publiflbers and writers to fevere and cer- 
tain puniflmient. Such was the date of a^airs at 
the end of the year lyS^. 

The prince dadtholder, from Breda had repaired 
to Middleburgh ; but finding the faftion in Hol- 
land had proceeded to extremities, be concluded 
force would be neceOary, refolved to betake himfelf 
. to the province in and near which his drength 
chiefly l^y ; and, therefore, fixed his refidence iq 
Guelderland : befides vicinity to his partisans, he 
there could eafily avail himfelf of the co*operatioQ 
of Pruffia. The faction were ijot at fird fenfible of 
the advantages which mud accrue to, the prince 
from the refidence which he had chofen, and pro- 
ceeded 



REIGN OF GEORGE III. 199 

needed m tbcir violence. Great cxpeftatioru had ^j^^^„^- 
been formed on both fides, from the aflfemblage of — r^ 
the ftates of Holland and Weft Friezeland, which j^J^'j^^ 
was to take place at the Hague in the middle of the ftaiet 
March. When this body was convened, inftead of and weft 
the cool impartiality of a deliberative nweting, it ^"'•*^"^ «f 
exhibited all the violence and outrage of a mob ; 
and the members appeared to have parted with the 
|>hlegm of Dutchmen, and to have borrowed the 
animated virulence of enraged Frenchmen. In violence of. , 
the courfe of the feffion, the moft important quef- 
tion which was handled by. the aflembly, w^s, 
whether the ftadtholder fliould be reftored to the 
government of the Hague? and after many vehe- 
ment debates it was, on the 27th of July, carried 
againft the prince of Orange, by a majority of only 
one ; the numbers being ten to nine. The equef- 
trian order, and the deputies of fome towns, pro« 
tefted againft this refolution as violent, illegal, and 
unconftitutional. Wilham did not fail to exprefs Rcmon. 
the ftrongeft reprobation of this condud): of the the prince. 
ftates : in a letter to that body he denied the legality 
of one or two J^rovinces prefumbg to deprive him 
of a poWer which had been conferred by the whole 
confederacy ; he did not even acknowlege the right 
of the whole union to difpoflefs him of the digni« 
ties and powers, which were in the fulleft manner 
Tendered hereditary in his family; but without, 
for the prefent, inveftigating that queftion, he ar* 
gued, that at leaft the retraction of the authority 
fliould be attended with the fame unanimity which 
prevailecf in the donation. The ftates of HoIIaiid, 
regarding this letter as a defiance, pafied a fecond 

O 4 decree 
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CHAP, decree coxifirmmg the firft. The death of Frederic 

w--v^ brought to the. throne of Pruifia the brother of thq 

?7<7- princefs of Orange, and produced a more afUve in-r 

terference to fupport the mtereft^of the fifter, than 

had been employed while ihe was only the niece, 

l>r€deric Soon after his acceilion, Frederic William fent his 

fends hit prime minifter^ the count de Goertz, as ambafladoF 

nift"^^- extfkordinary to the ftates of Holland ; and by htm 

\ht*fitiJllf ^ ^^^S ^^"^'^ * ^^ ^^® ftates^generaL This papeif 

l^pUand. mingled temperance of manner with vigour of fub^ 

ftance, and was in every refped worthy of minifters 

formed under the wife and refolute Frederic. Its 

introduflion removed the objections which might 

be made by the ftates to the interference of a foreigii 

power in their internal afTairs. The firm friends 

ibip, which for two centuries had fubfifted between 

his predeceflbrs and the republic, would even have 

demanded his friendly and mediatorial interpofitton 

in the prefent unhappy and dangerous ftate of their 

civil diflfenfions: his (ituation, as their neareft 

neighbour, and the vicinity of a part of his domi- 

, nions to their territories, muft neceflarily prevent 

Firm me. him from being indifferent to any violent or eiTen^ 

morraiof. ^j^j change that was attempted to be made in the 

conftitution of the republic ; befides thefe caufes, 

the near relation in which he ftood with the prince 

ftadtholder, and the affedlion which he bore to the 

princefs his fiiter, rendered it impoffible that he 

could be unconcerned in feeing them d^raded 

from their high rank and authority, and the ftadc- 

)iolder arbitrarily deprived o^ his rights and prero* 

t S^e S^te Papers of 178$^ §ept. 18^, 

gativcs ; 
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gatives: he, therefore, urgently prcflcd the dates chap, 
general to interpofe their friendly and powerful ....^..^.w' 
mediation with the ftatefi of Holland and Weft »7^7. 
Friezeland, that the differences between them and 
the ftatholder might be amicably fettled, and the 
prince reftored to his rights and dignities. The 
application exprefled the fullefl: confidence that the 
ftates general would exert themfelves for the at* 
tainment of its purpofes; and prudently forbore 
any intimation of the meafures which Pruffia would 
parfue, ihoutd the letter not produce the intended 
effei^s. This reprefentation made a very ftrong 
imprei&on on the ftates of five of the provinces ; 
Holland and Weft Friezeland vehemently protefted 
dgainft foreign interference } but while they repro* 
bated the interpofuion of a potentate hoftile to 
their faction, they clofely connected themfelves 
tHth a power that was friendly to the s^ti-ftadthoU 
derian party. The court of Verfailles ikilfuUy cond^a^i 
fanned the feme of difcontent by fubordinate agents, 
but her public memorials were couched in fo equiv < 
vocal terms, as to admit of differetit, and even con*^ 
trary con^ruf^ions j and carefully abftained from 
pledging France to any fpecific )ine of conduft. 
The fa&ion, however^ was well aflured of the encouraget 
fupport of France; and by "that expedation in-* ^*^'*^*®"' 
flamed to the moft infolent violence : they feemed 
indeed not only to caft off all obedience tp their 
own laws, but every regard to the law of nations. 
A courier from Berlin to London was ftopped ^ and 
narrowly efcaped having his difpatches examined 
by the populace of Wperden. This outrage 
pbli^e^ the count d$ Qoertz formally to demand a 
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pafiport from the ftates-general, for a courier be 
was fendin|^ with difpatches to his royal faafter. 
The ftates which ii^ere in the intereft of the Oraiige 
familyt ftrongly reraonftrated agaiaft the turbu- 
lent outrages of Holland, but found their inter- 
ference made no impreffion; the ftandard of 
rebellion at length was hoifted at Hattem and £1* 
bourg: the ftates of Guelderland, at the fron- 
tiers of which thefe towns are fiti^ted, determined 
to employ forre in repreffing revolt : they charged 
the prince ftadtholder, as captain-general, imme* 
diatdy to fend a fufficient number of troops, under 
the conduct of an experienced officer, to thefe 
Ccenes of difturbance, with injundions to continue 
there until further orders ; but that if the inhabit- 
ants were to make any refiftance to the perform- 
ance of this fervice, fuch officer was authqriaed, in 
fpite of all obftacles, to fupport the fovereign 
authority of their noble migbrinefles, by proceeding 
to force and violence in the eftab)i(hment of the 
garrifonst General Spengler, with four regimentSi 
and proper artillery, was appointed by the ftadt^ 
holder to this fervice, with ftri£l injunctions, if pof* 
^ble, to avoid the ibeddmg of blood. The armed 
burghers of Hattem, being reinforced by as many 
volunteers as money or party zeal could procure 
from different quarters, exhibited a great parade of 
making a n^oft obftinate refiftance. Their cannon 
were mounted on the walls and worses ; and on the 
approach of the ftadtholder's little army, as they 
called the regular forces by way of contempt, they 
fired feveral rounds of artillery with great bri0mefs> 
but with fo defeftive judgment inihe diredion^as&ot 

to 
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to produce the fmalleft eStSt. As foon as Spene- chap. 

• XXXV III* 

ler arrived within a proper diftance, in order to do -^ — I 

the leaft poffible mifchief, he pointed his artillery *78:. 
at the chimneys and tops of the houfes only ; this, « 

however, along with the bold advance aad near 
approach of the troops, foon produced the defired 
eflfeft ; the armed burghers, with their adherents 
and auxiliaries, abandoned- the to<vn; and Speng- Thtirrfur^. 
ler s men entered at one gate, as they were retirmg defcaie^. . 
through another, Elbourg was relinqui(hed in the 
fame manner, and with flill lefs trouble *• The 
faction commanded all the public papers, and re* 
prefented the^ trifling affair at Hattem as a fignal 
difplay of republican heroifm, worthy of the 
defcendants of thofe b^nds which had rifen to vin- 
dicate their liberty from Alva and Philip; they 
could have completely routed the foldiers of Orange, 
but patriotic as well as valiant, they were Willing 
to fpare the effufion of the blood of their country^- 
men. In the fame ftyle of delufion, nothing could 
be more fliockii^g or deplorable than the accounts 
which they publiflied of the enormities, the plunder, 
pid ci:uelties, committed by the troops who gained 
poffeflion of Hattem and Elbourg. The capture 
of the two towns was reprefefiicd by the faftion as 
the a£tual commencement of civil war ; and no- 
thing was to be beard but execrations, as well 
againfl; the ftates of Gueldres, as the prince ftadt^ 
holden In the province of IJoliand efpecially, the 
flames feemed to be blown up nearly to the greateft 
height at which they were capable of arriving^ All 

• See Annual Regifter for 170$, p. iiy. 
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regard to forms was now laid afide in completing 
the depofitipn by force, of thofe magiftrates, fena- 
nators, and members of the refpeftive town councils, 
who were known or fufpeCled to be of the oppofite 
party. Towards the clofe of 1786, the fortune of 
the houfe of Orange appeared to be entirely fallen ; 
but external efforts were made in its favour, which 
proved ultimately fuccefsful. The king of Pruffia 
was inceflant in his endeavours to promote all fuch 
meafures of conciliation, as could in any degree tend 
to prevent thofe unpleafant and dangerous con- 
fequences, which the prefent (late of things, and 
the .violence of the republican party, could not 
otherwife fail to produce. For the attainment of 
this purpofe he (hewed himfelf difpofed to try any 
means, however unpromifing, and to coincide with 
any interefts, however difcordant, that afforded even 
, a podibility of fuccefs. 

The court of London offered its joint mediation 
with Berlin ; but the faftion, aware of the predilec- 
tion of Britain for the intereft of the ftadtholder, as 
well as the family ©f Orange, totally refufed her 
mediation. The king of Pruflia therefore pro- 
pofed that France, the avowed friend and clofe ally 
of the republic, fliould, along with himfelf, un- 
dertake the kind ofBce, but arduous ta(k, of fettling 
and compofing the differences by which it was di- 
ftradted. The court of France profeffed to receive 
thefe overtures with ffte warmeft cordiality ; and 
an ambalTador was fent to the Hague for the pur- 
pofe defired. Though fuch movements wore the 
appearance of returning tranquillity, yet it was eaiily 
fecn that the aftual conciliation of the contending 

parties 
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parties ^^as very improbable. France, it w^s cOn* ^J*,a jp. 
ceived^ would never really coincide with the king 
of Pruifia in reiloring the ftadtholder to his power^ 
which the faction regarded with bitter hatred ; the 
king of Pruffia would not facrifice to France the in* 
terefts of the prince of Orange, by making fuch con* 
ceffions as the adverfe combination would require. 
The minifters, however, of France, and Pruffia en* 
tered upon the negotiation, which w^a3 carried on 
during the winter months ; and though the media- 
tors had agreed in their views and intentions, the 
objects and notions of the parties concerned were 
&) diametrically oppofite, that it would be totally 
inopoffibte to fatisfy both. While contefts, begun AUrming 
by an ariftocratic faction, were thus diftrafting the democratic* 
United Provinces, the democratical party, which, ^"^^^ 
as we have feen, the diflenfions generated, was be- 
coming extremely powerful. In Utrecht a govern- 
ment entirely democratical was eftabliftied ; and in 
Holland the ftates found, that in ftimulating the is exerted ~ 
efforts of the populace, they had called in an auxi- Jn^^^JJiS'l, 
liary more formidable than the adverfary whom 
they deiired to fubdue : the violence and anarchy 
of mob government now prevailed throughout the 
provinces. It fomerimes fortunately happens, that 
the defultory efforts of a domineering populace, 
from unikilful diredtion, produce effects diametri- 
cally oppofite to the intentions. The city of Amfler- , 
dam from the beginning had been the bittereft and 
moil implacable of the fladtholder's enemies; io 
that it feemed as if all the violent meafures pur- 
fued againft him, had originated in the pride, ma- 
iice^ and power of thofe citizens : but Amfterdam 
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faddenly changed fides, and declared in favour of 
the ftadtholder« To detail the caufes of this revo* 
lotion, bebngs not to a hiftory which confiders the 
affairs of the United Provinces, only as they aflfefted 
the interefts, or came to (limulate the energies of 
Britain ; and it may fuflice to fay, that the change 
produced great alarm in the anti-ftadtholderian 
£a&ion, and eventually facilitated the re-eftablifli- 
mcnt of the houfe of Orange. The defeflion of 
Amfterdam could not but excite an univetfal alarm 
among the leaders of the revolutionary party, and 
urged them to the adoption of every meafure that 
could poifibly tend to counteraft its effeft : for 
this purpofe they proceeded to very violfent con- 
dud ; and at length refolved to propofe a daring 
meafure, which, though they had often meditated, 
they had not yet ventured to carry into execution 5 
this was the fufpenfion of the prince of Orange 
from bis offices of ftadiholder and admiral-general, 
in the fame manner they had already fucceeded in fuf* 
pending him from his command of captain-general. 
This queftion was brought forward on the loth of 
January 1787, and for two fucceeding days occa^- 
i)ox\ed the warmed and moft violent debates that 
bad ever been known in the affembly. The proJ 
pofers, however, found the oppofiiion fo formidable, 
and the afped of the independent members fo doubt- 
ful, that they did not choofa to hazard the decifion 
of a vote on the queftion. 

Defeated in this attempt, the fadtion attempted s 
new fabrication of votes ; but the proje^ was treated 
with indignant refentment and fcorn. ITie flates of 
Holland, deprived of the co-operation of Arafter-* 

dam. 
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damr 4^d thwaftt^dinfqhemes of violet^ce, began oh a p. 
ip [priBg ;i7^7 xo aflumie a mpderate: tpne, and s.^.^.--.^ 
to adopt ms^fuleS' very difagre^^ble to the vio* .*7«:^- 
leat leaders of ihe ssKlverfe fadion : the caufe of jtb^ 
(ladtbblder became popular, even in the pfovipice 
of Holland.' Tbe.ariftocrattc confcd^ate^ hitherto^ 
as moch n» poiSble^ reprefled riie amJbitioH j&l^. the 
democratks^l .maIc9Btent& ; but now they faw tfeat 
there ^^^s no alternative btit ^cquiefcefoce in tfaeii* 
claim, or fubmifiion to the ft^dthcdder: on the 
former they reftvlved, and called in the arnied T^^^""^^ 
burghcra as their inftruments in revobtionizisg cmpiqy«<i 
the ftate* Such reformers proceeded with the m/ntsof* 
ufual fury of a democratic mob. They attacked "^"^"'w^- 
the afTemblies of Rotterdam and other towns, and 
to prodttce unanimity drove away by force evefy 
member whom they knew or fufpefted to be friendly 
iotbehoufeof Orange, or enemies to boundl^fs 
innovation. Encouraged by their fuccefs, they Fury of • . 
carried their reforming projefts to Atufterdam; Z7m^b^' 
and effeAed a fimilar change in the metropolis. 
During antecedent diforders, the ftates^general had 
ob^^ved ftrid impartiality; and it could not be 
discovered to which fide they inclined ; but now 
xbat aa armed mob threatened confufion and 
anarchy, ihey thought it was full time to rally , 

rovad the conftitmed authorities, in whofe down- 
fall their own ruin muft be involved. 

In May 1787, they avowed themfelves the de- Theftatc*-. 
folders of the exifting edablifhments } and now it fvowth«Bi. 
!B^$. no longtF a conteft between the boufe of pj^/rs'tf" 
Orange and a party of nobles, but betwieen confti- theconfti- 
tutional ordec and ravolutronary rebellion. The 
• ' armed 
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CHAP, armed populace having forcibly reftored the nisijc^ 
V— ^.,^ rity of malcontents in the ftates^of Holland, that 
*7«7. body aflfumed to itfelf powers that Could only belong 
to the ftates-general. Among the refpeftive parti* 
fisans frequent (kirmtfhes took place, not without 
bloodflied. The revolutionary democrats did not 
confine themfelves to perfoual outrage and iarage 
cruelty, but added robbery: the rlcheft towns of that 
very opulent country became fcenes of pillage** 
Diforders at Jn the courfc of the fummer,. Amfterdam was a 
^ "^ fcenc of more dreadful devaftatiofl, than any Euro- 
. pcan metropolis had exhibited during the precede 
ing part of the eighteenth century ; it indeed af- 
forded a rpecimen to the world of the confequences 
of a furious love of change, which entirely over- 
leaped every bound of reafon and of juftice. The 
Aates of Holland were extremely anxious to obtain 
a command of the troops ; and the ftates-general 
with equal aftivity, and much greater effeft, coun* 
teraded thefe efforts: this, indeed, was the lefs 
difficult, as the difpontion of the army continaed 
very favourable to the family of Orange j many, 
both of officers and privates, refufed to obey the 
orders of the provincial dates, and ardently defired 
The army the reftltutiou of thc ftadtholder* The ftatcs- 
^uchedte general very properly encouraged this repugnance 
the prince, ^q ufurpcd authority, and took the troops into im- 
mediate protedion and pay. Colonel Balneavis, a 
Scottiih gentleman of great aUKty and refolution, 
by his fuccefsful addrefs was the means of recalling 
the military force of Holland to the fervice of their 

• Annual Regifter 1787, cbap. i. 
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prince. PoflTefling the affcaion wd confideiice of ch a^ p. 
the foldiers, he carried with him two battalions to 
join the ftadtholder, and the other regiments im« 
mediately followed fo laudable an example. But 
the departure of their troops, inftead of intimida- 
ting the dates of Holland, ferved only to drive them 
to more defperate violence. 

Amid(l all the rage which the revolutionifts Aneftof 
vented againft the government of the houfe of on\er wa/ 
Orange, the perfons of thefe princes had not hither- ^^^^^^ 
to been violated i but the infatuated fury of a mob 
no longer confined itfelf within thefe bounds. The 
confort of the ftadtholder was a princefs of vigorous 
capacity, and intrepid fpirit : from the juflice of the 
caufe, as well as the late acceffions to the party, 
ihe conceived that the hour of reftoration was 
approaching, and might be accelerated by a 
bold and refolute effort. I^he accordingly deter- 
mined to leave Nimeguen, unaccompanied by her 
husband ; to proceed to the Hague and (hew her- 
felf to the people ; (he hoped, through the (tates« 
general, and other adherents, corporate and private, 
to effed the reftoration of the prince. Accom- 
panied only by the baronefs Wa(ranaar, count 
Bentick, and a field*officer or two, and attended by 
a few domeftics, the princefs arrived at the borders 
of Holland, near Schoophoyen. .Since the depart- 
ure of the coRftitutional troops, the revolutionary 
burghers compofed the fole military force of Hol- 
land: a party of thefe furrounded the carriage, 
and arrefted the perfoaof the prhicefs. The com- 
mander of this notable troop was altogether worthy 
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6f fiich a corpi ) a vulgar and ignorant * burgher ; 
and, by unmerited authority elated to inroience, 
thii perfon and his band behaved with brutal 
irreverence ; they conduced the illuftrious captive 
as a fpeftacle, with all the coarfe vociferation'of an 
exulting rabble : even when their barbarous dif* 
fonance ftartled the horfes, and almoft overturned 
her cal-rlage in a canaU they would not permit the 
gentlemen of the fuite to afford her affiftance. At 
length they arrived at an inn ; the gallant captain 
accompanied the princefs to her room: regardlefs 
ef the prefence of a lady, this municipal comman- 
der kept his fword drawn ; but, her attendants re- 
prefenting the impropriety of fuch 'an exhibition, 
he complaifantly returned it to the fcabbard : after 
this effort of politenefs, he fat down by her fide, 
Croffed-legged, and at the fame time ordering beer, 
pipes and tobacco, enjoyed a comfortable regale, 
but without being feduced by fuch appropriate 
pleafure to intermit the vigilance f of official em- 
ployment. 

After being confined feveral hours, commif- 
fioners arrived from the town of Woerden, whb 
exprefsly toW the princefs (he would not be allowed 
to continue the journey, but fhe might retire 
wherever fhe chofe ; accordingly Jihe fet out on her 
return to Nimeguen : the prince, informed of her 



• * Sec Annual Regifter for i?87, p. 32. 

f The Annual Regifter mentions forae very kughfible 
inflances of the affiduity with which the Dutch fentinels 
kept watch, to prevent female attcndaats from effeding their 
efcape: fee A. R. p. 33. * 

caj)turc» 
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^pture^ applied to the ftates-gencral fw fH'Ote^on chap. 
to his confort, and fatisfaflion for fo grofs and .-^.^.^^ 
outrageous an infult ; and his reprefentation was *7«7. 
^feconded by a much nK>re powerful applicant: 
the condu6l of the revolutionifts towards the 
prtncefs, was attended with very important confe- 
quences. Hitherto the king of Pruffia had afted pn this in. 
towards the United Provinces as a mediating neigh- onvuffiil"^ 
bour between the two parties: though naturally, ^^^^"^** 
and indeed avowedly, favourable to one, he had 
never intimated a defign of forcible interference ; 
but from the feizure of the princefs, his reladoa to 
the provinces was changed : he was now a power- 
ful brother demanding reparation to a lifter; a 
mighty monarch requiring the fatisfa£tion which he 
could exad:. He fent a memoml to the ftates of Hoi- He dtmMU 
land, wherein he infifted upon immediate and ample If "t^^towt 
atonement, and alfi> the punifliment of the perpe- ^f^'^^^^^i 
trators : he, moreover, added, that he (hould efti- 
mate the value which they attached to his friend(hip, 
by their compliance with this requifition *. Before 
this memorial arrived, the ftates of Holland had 
expreffed their approbation of the conduA of 
the perfons who bad feized the princefs: they 
returned a long and laboured anfwer; but 
acknowledged no blame, and proffered no fa* 
tisfadion« The ftubborn injuftice of the ftates of whkh is 
Holland was cohtrafted by the fair and liberal con- ^^^<~"^^ 
du£b of the ftates-general, to whom the king of 
Pruilia had alfo applied: that afiembly declared, 

• Sec State Papers, Auguft 6, I787, 
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that they had made repeated reprefentations to the 
provincial meeting of Holland on this outrageous in-* 
fult ; that thofe dates themfelves muft be entirely 
refponfible for meafures, in regretting and repro- 
bating which, their high mightinefles perfe&ly 
agreed with his Pruffian majef^y. Frederic was de- 
termined to enforce from the dates of Holland the 
fatisfedion which they had refufed to his requifi- 
tion : meanwhile he repeated his demand in indig- 
nant and peremptory terms, and made a reprefenta- 
tion of their proceedings to the court of France, to 
which the fadion chiefly trufted. His chriftian ma- 
jefty expreflfed to the dates very dreng difapproba- 
tion of the treatment which the princefs had ex- 
perienced; and declared he thought ^the king of 
Prudia very fully juf^^d in demanding sample fatif- 
fa£lion» Notwithdanding this intimation, the re- 
volutionary party perfided in their courfe ; they had 
no doubt that, if affairs came to an open rupture, 
they would receive ft^om France an aflidance pro- 
portioned to the danger by which they might be 
threatened^: the Pruflian army they knew was 
ftrong, but the French army they naturally con- 
ceived to be much dronger ; and they were too 
deeply engroded themfelves to confider or edimate 
internal circumdances in the dominions of their 
ally, which might prevent the employment of his 
ufual force. 

Repeated remondrances and replications pafled 
between the dates of Holland and the Pruflian 
king during the 'month of Augud ; but fo little to 
the fatisfaaion of Frederic William, that he made 

immediate 
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immediate and powerful preparations for hoftilities ; c h a p. ' 
and in the beginning of September, an army com- ,..,...,^.^ 
manded by the duke of Brunfwic was ready to enter '787. 
the Low Countries. Having in the fcven years war * 
afcertained a very high character for heroifm and abi* 
lity, while hereditary prince, from the^jeace this com- 
mander had paffcd his time in tranquillity, but not 
idlenefs, devoting his attention to military and po- 
litical improvement. On the death of his father, 
becoming reigning duke, he continued fuch pur- 
fuits as meliorated the condition of his territories. 
From thefe meritorious occupations he was now 
called to head an armament, deftined to enforce 
'thepurpofes of juftice. On the 13th of Septem- The duke 
tfer he entered the province of Guelderland, and tlick «:«$ • 
there the country being all favourable to his ^^J^^ 
attempts, he, without oppofition,- reached the at the head 
confines of Holland. On the duke of Brunf- ThereT<K* 
wic's approach, the revolutionary party applied Ippi^to* 
to France for aid, and obtained a promife of fup- ^^^^^ 
port. 

Britain regarded with anxious attention the im- condua of 
portant events that pafled in the United Provinces, 
and perceived that the crifis was arrived, when it 
muft be fpeedily determined, whether the Dutch 
republic was to f efume her ancient and natural con- 
^eftion with her fir ft proteftor, or to beqome ji 
mere appendage of France. Our fovereign, during 
the courfe of the difputes, repeatedly offered his 

♦ See our narrative of the campaigns of th% allies in Ger? 
many, in the firft chapters of this hidor j 9 fa//lm, 
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tH Af. friendly mediation ; but his interpoHtion was ex- 
v,^^^..,^' trcriiely difagreeable to the revolutionary fa^ion^ 
1787- which could not ftand the award of an impartial 
umpire. The court of London was confident that 
the internal ftrength of the conftitutional party, fe* 
ccmded by the king of Pruffia, was pcrfeftly ade- 
quate to the adjuftment of difputes, and the re- 
fumption of conftitutional rights, if France did not 
interfere with an armed force. Dignity, juftice, and 
policy, called from his majefty explicit avowals *, 
that he would not remain a quiet fpedator of fuch 
forcible interference. In thefe circumftances> the 
chief objed of Britifli policy, concerning Holland^ 
was to watch the movements of the court of Ver- 
^Thekmgof failles. A meflage from his chriftian majefty an- 
^m«cV»n nounced to our king, that he had determined to 
ISfiSn'^th/ afford to the ftates of Holland the affiftance which 
ftstes of they had requefted. Such ai^ intimation demanded 
oorking ^^'y ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ condud; our king accordingly 
^nfo % declared to France, that if (he interpofed forcibly, 
oppofefttch Britain fliould take an aftive part; and he gave 



inter 



fefciice; iQimcdiate diredions for augmenting his fleet zr^d 

•nd pie. army. A powerful armament was equipped with 

niameiic. " uncommon expedition : a .decifive and grand tone, 
worthy of mighty power fupporting confcious jut 

France ticc, produccd the defired effed ; and France mad$ 

reiinquifliet uo hoftilc cffott to fuppprt the revolutionary fac* 

her defign j ^j^^^ ry,^^ cnergetic vigour of the 6riti(h cabinet 

being fo fuccefsfully exerted towards the formt<> 

♦ See his niajefty's fpcecb, Nov^mbpr 27, 1787. Stat^ 
[papers. 
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dable ally of. the ftatcs of Holland, the duke of c H a p. 
Brwnfwic proceeded in a rrapid career of' viftory. ^;— ^.-^ 
The hidden friends of the houfe of Orange now ^^^' 
publicly dedared themfelves: the revolutionifts, «i«keof 
however, dill entertaining hopes France would iscom- 
not yield, threw themfelves into Amfterdam, twlous^^" 
and refolved to ftand a fiege ; but finding their 
expeftations entirely vaniflied, they at length en- 
tered into a capitulation; the conftiiucional party 
proved completely triumphant, and the fladtholder R.ftoration 
was reftored to all his rights and dignities. The hli^telw^***^ 
difcuffion which arofe between Britain and France 
terminated amicably, after his chriflian majefty had 
declared, that in intimating a defign of adive in« 
terpofition in the affairs of Holland, he had never 
intended forcible efforts*. Such was the refult 
of the difputes in the United Provinces, and the 
tneafures which Britain adopted refpedting the con- 
teds. This was the firft occafion that difphyed Great ana 
the genius and energy of Pitt in foreign policy, "^^{f^^o^ 
and procured him general admiration abroad and *^!j^eu'* 
at home. Oppofition as warmly and loudly 
praifed his conduct, as the reft of the nation : in- 
deed it is difficult to conceive that two opinions 
could be formed on the fubjeft by any Briton who 
at once valued and underftood the interefls of his 
country. The interference was requifite, to pre- 
vent fuch an aggrandizement of France, as muft 

• See correfpondence between the refpeftive minifters of 
' Britain and France on this fubjeft, in the State Papers of 
Qaobcr 1787. 
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CHAP- 'eodaneer this countrr. The means were vigour 

XXX VIII. o y o 

v,^,^,^^ of tone, feconded by powerful prq>aration, the 
'7^7- inoft fuccefsful inftruments which a mighty nation 
can employ for averting aggreflion, cither direft 
or circuitous. 
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CHAP- XXXIX. 

Meeting rfparliament. — Unanimous approbation of the c^n^ 

duSl of mini/try refpeBing Holhnd. — Bijbop of Landers 

fpeech on Briti/b interference in continental affairs. — SuIh 

ftdiary treaty with the landgrave of Heffe CaJfd.^^Plan 

for the defence of the Wejl Itidies. — Complaints of a partial 

promotion of flag officers* — Miniflers contend that the com* 

plaint is unfounded. — Declaratory law for explaining cer^ 

tain parts of Mr. Pitfs Eajl India hilL — Origin of the 

doubts from ivhich tnis meafure proceeded. — Regiments or^ 

dered by government to India^ to be paid and fuhfified at the 

expence of the company. ^^^teflion by Mr. Pitfs bill; had 

government that power ? denied by the direBors and by op* 

pojition in parliament. — Arguments for and againfl.-^ 

faffed into a law.-^Extenfton of the mutiny bilL-^Bill 

agcdnfi thefmuggled exportation of wool-^^affed into a lanv» 

'^Commencement of an inquiry concerning negro flavery. — 

State offaEls, — General and fpecial objeElions to negro flavery, 

* — Impugned as contrary to chriflianity^ as well as. juftice 

and humanity. — Pious and benevolent enthuftafln in favour 

if the negroes. — Mr. Wilberforce — charaEler^ talents y and 

laudable zeal — oppoflte arguments. — Slavery an evil great 

orfmalli according to the fentiments and circumftances of the 

fufferers. — The condition of the African negroes is melio^ 

rated by becoming flaves to Britifh mafters. — Slaves in our 

plantations generally happy.-^If Britain abolijb flavery^ 

other European flates will enjoy the benefits. — Great capi^ 

tals are embarked on the public faith guarat^eeing this 

trade. — An ample fource of private opulence^ and public 

fevehue.-^^Petitions for and againfi the abolition oftheflave* 

irade.*^The privy council inftitutes an inquiry into the de^ 

tails and alleged cruelties of the flave^trade. — Sir WiU 

/ff^ Polbefff motion for regulating the transportation of 

negroes.^'" 
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negms^affed into a law.^Mr^ Pitfs bill for the relief 
and recompence of the American loyali/ls. — Commencement 
rf Ha/lings* s trial. — Speech of Mr. Burke. — Motion for 
the impeachment of fir Elijah Impey — negatived. — Mr, 
Grenville^s bill for improving his father* s law refpeHing 
eontefied ele&ions.^^Supplies.-^Fhurifbingflateofcomfnerce 
andfinance. 

T)ARijAMENT aflcmbled on the 27th of Novem- 
ber; and his majefty's fpcech exhibited to the 
houfes an outline of the policy which he had adopt- 
ed concerning Holland. He had endeavoured by 
his good offices to reftore tranquillity between the 
contending parties, but found his efforts unavaxl- 
SQg : he alfo difcovered a defire of fordbLe int^r* 
ference on the part of France ; he exprefied to bis 
efariftian majefty his determination to counter-sift 
any fuch intention, and had armed for that pur- 
pofe ; but the fuccers of the Pruflian troops had 
re-eflabliihed the lawful government in Holland ; 
an explanation had taken place between his ma- 
jefty and the king of France, which had terminated 
amicably, and both parties had agreed to difarnou 
The neceffary preparations had produced extraor- 
dinary expences, for which he doubted not bis 
faithful commons would provide, and alfo adopt 
proper means for the defence of his dtftant domi- 
nions. He rejoiced at the flourifliing (late of com- 
merce and the revenue^ and the zeal and unani* 
nity which his fubje^s demonftrated during the 
late expeftation of war. From the difpoiitions 
which were then manifeiled, in any future emer- 
gency^ he fliouid depend on a proniptnefs and vigour 

. . of 
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of exertion, proportionate to the exigence by 9j^"J^J** 
which it might be required. 

The conduft of Mr. Htt refpeding Holland 
was extremely popular among all parties throughout 'J^^*^ 
the kingdom ; and in both houfes it experienced the duaof mi- 
fame unanimous commendation. Mr. Fox, Mr. r^jj^ 
Burke, and Mr. Sheridan, perfeftly coincided with "•***'*^ 
Mr. Pitt and his friends in the general priniciple of 
interference in continental affairs to preferve the 
balance of Europe. In the houfe of peers the bilhop 
of Landaff, in juftifying the principle, adduced 
reafoning at once appropriate to that fpeciiic cafe, 
and generalizing the conftituents of wife and juft 
interpofition in any future circumftances. "Upon BiiKopof 
what ground (he faid) did he approve of our late VieworBri. 
interference ? on the ground of self-preserva- ^^n^ln 
TION. If France had gained Holland, thefecurity of ""^^^'^ 
Britain would have been endangered: when it is 
iaid that Holland and the other dates of Europe 
are independent ftates, the propofition is true only 
on a cerain confideration, for they all depend one 
upon another, like the links of a chain ; and it it 
the bufinefs of each to watch every other, left any 
one become fo weighty and powerful as to en* 
danger the fecurity or political importance of the 
reft." 

During the preparations, a fubfidiary treaty had suVfidiarr 
been concluded with the landgrave of Heffe Caffel ; [he^lLr^*' 
by which that prince was to receive 36,0931. to !J*7*^f^fl-gj 
hold twelve thoufand troops ready to be employed 
by Britam when their fervices (hould be required. 
This treaty was part of a general fyftem, which it 
^^s ihen deemed premature to detail : the motion 

paffed 
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CHAP, paffed without a dtvifion. Oa the loth of De- 

^N,*i-.'— 1 cember an augmentation of the army was propofed,* 

»7?7. for the purpofe recommended by bis majefty's 

Plan ior the tr/i i. i.n/Y-m/v 

itHtDot of fpeechy or Itrengthenmg our diltant pofieuions. Oa 
U4)^^ particular inquiry into the ftate of defence of our 
weftern fettlements, minifters had found the force to 
be inadequate; this opinion had been confirmed 
by the reports of the officers commanding in the 
Weft Indies, who had been feverally confulted up- 
on the troops which each thought requifue for the 
fecurity of the iiland he commanded. It was ob- 
jcfted by fome members of oppoOtion, that the 
opinions of our commanders abroad did i^ot afford 
fatisfaftory grounds for increafing our prefent efta- 
bUihments. It was obvious, that each of thefe offi- 
cers would demand as large a force as he thought 
adequate tp the defence of his own particular Htu- 
ation, and would govern himfelf in fuch requifi- 
tion, merely by a regard to his own refponfibility ; 
whereas, in judging of an adequate peace eftablifh<» 
ment for all the pofleflions of Britain, the whole 
would depend on a general view qf its parts, and 
their relative eipgencies; by the prefent motion 
the houfe was called on to vote an increafe of the 
army without fufficient grounds. It was replied, 
that the opinion of the officers had not been afked 
on the whole force requifite for the defence pf the 
Weft Indies, but that undoubtedly in forming plans 
concerning remote objefts, meii muft proceed on 
information, and in feeking information muft have 
recourfe to thofe by whom it can be beft afforded ; 
officers who had been on the fpot were certainly 
competent to ftate the feparat? fj^fts^ on the jojut 

refqlt 
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refult-of which nunifter$ formed their iafdre&ces. chap. 
The Weft India iflands were, without doubt, ob- w*--/--*l^ 
jeSs of the higheft importance to Britain. For *7«7' 
their fecure defence, three modes might be men- 
tioned : firft, a great ftationary fleet t fecondly^ 
fuccours might be fent on the profpe£l of a rup- 
ture ; or thirdly, fuch a military force as would 
prevent a furprife. The experience of laft war 
proved that a fleet could not folely defend thefe 
pofleflions; fince fome of the iflands bad bee& 
wrefted from us, when our naval ftrength was equal' 
to the ftrength of the enemy : refpe£ting the fecond 
means, it might be unfafe to detach any part of our 
army or navy from Europe; and though there 
fliould be no danger in the attempt,, the fuccours 
might not arrive in time to prevent mifchief ; 
therefore the moft eligible mode was to have a fuf« 
ficient ^ military force upon the refpedive iflands to 
fecurev them from furprife ; fince, from the difp^* 
fion and diftance of the iflands, and the peculiari* 
ties of that climate, winds, and currents, it would 
fomet-knes be abfolutely impofllble for a .fleet to 
afford that fpeedy relief which the occafion might 
require. 

After t]ie reeefs, one of the firft fubjeds of dif* lyss, 
cufiion before the commons was a recent promo r ofTfirlui 
tion of flag-officers during the preparations for P^^^ao^'o^ 
war. Sixteen captains had been promoted to the ««»• 
flag, and about forty pafled over. This partial pro- 
motion had greatly difpieafed the officers whom it 
omitted. They brought forward their complaint 
in the houfe of peers, under the patronage of lord 
Rawdon, who moved for the prefentment of an 

addrc& 
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pleafed to take into liis royal confideradon the fer« 
»7W- ^j^^eg q{ fuch captains of his majefty's navy, as were 
pafled over in the laft promotion. Lord Howe, 
^ 6rft commiflioner of the admiralty^ endeavoured to 
pbittBtan- jaftify the condud of the board; to execute be* 
niBcially the functions of their office, the lords of 
the admirahy inuft employ their own judgment and 
difcretion in delegating an important tnift : unleTs 
they were invefted with the privilege of feledion, 
they certainly could not undertake the burden of 
refponfibility. His lordfliip could not ftate in a 
public aifembly the particular grounds on which he 
had formed his judgment; there might be feveral 
reafons for not promoting captains to be admirals, 
without impeaching the character of the officers ia 
queftion. The fame pcrfons might be fit for a fab- 
ordinate employment, without being qualified for a 
higher truft ; officers who had ferved ably and 
meritorioufly all their lives, might not appear 
proper to be entrufted with the care of a fleet. So 
important a charge ought to be committed to men, 
not only of firm minds, but of fuch bodily ftrength 
as would enable them to endure the fatigues of the 
hard fervice which they might have to fuftain. The 
executive government, muft have the choice of its 
own officers in the various degrees and kinds of 
fervice, otherwife it cannot be refponfible for the 
effedual difcharge of its duties. On thefe grounds 
the motion was rejefted by the lords : in the com- 
mons a fimilar propofition was brought forward 
and fupported by greater particularity of detail, in 
order to illuflrate individual hardfhips ; but as the 

general 
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g^dbkl ptiftdple was the fam6, the propofcd addrels Sj^S^,^- 
was negatived, though by a fmall majority. It ^.^^--^r^^mj 
was afterwards moved, that the arbitrary powers *'^ 
which were claimed by the admiralty, having in 
fome degree received the fandion of the houfe, to 
prevent the mifchievous confequeiices which might 
enfue, they ihould adopt, as a rule of fervice, fome 
permanent principle, to which officers might truft ; 
and a motion was made, that it is highly injurious 
to the navy to fet afide from promotion to flags, 
meritorious officers of approved fervice, who are not 
precluded by the orders of his majefty in council. 
Minifters <^je Aed to the propofition as unneceflary ; ^ 
and it vras negatived. 
The mod important meafure of this feflion, was Deciantonr 

• bill for ex- 

a bill introduced by Mr. Pitt to explain doubts piaimagMr. 
which had arifen concerning a part of the law of fndTahw! 
1784, for the adminiftration of Britifh India* Du*- OnVn of 
rh^ the apprehenfions of a rupture with France, from which 
government had formed a rcfolution offending out pr^cad^!** 
four additional regiments to India, on board the Regimcnti 
company's fhips, for the prote&ion of our poflef- ^vernmmc 
licms in that quarter ; and the proportion had been ^p°trand 
itceived with general approbation by the court of [j^^^^*^^*'^ 
diredors* Though apprehenfions of war were ofthccoa- 
diffipated, yet government was anxious for the fe- ^^^^' 
curity of diftant pofleffions, and for that purpofe 
propofed a permanent eilablifliment of his majefty's 
tmops in India ; on thefe grounds they adhered ta 
the«dftteniiinatt<» of folding the foldiers. A quef- 
don had arifen between the direAors and the board 
of eontrol^ concerning the expence of their convey- 
mce, their future pay and fubfiftence. By an a£l 
4 which 
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CHAP, which paffed in the year 1781, k was (tiiMilatedi 
^^^at that the company fliould be bound to pay for fiich 
178S. troops only, as were fent to India upon their requi^ 
fition ; and upon this aft the direftors bad refiifed 
to charge the company with the ezpence of the 
forces now about to be fent. The board of con* 
trol contended, that they were inrefted with a 
power of ordering the conveyance of fuch troops 
as circumftanccs might require ; and that if the 
direftors refufcd, the expence (hould be defrayed 
out of the revenues which arofe from thehr terri- 
torial poffeffions* The court of direftors took the 
advice of feveral eminent lawyers, who concurred 
in their opinion. Mr. Pitt, imprefled with the 
contrary idea, propofed to bring in a bill for re- 
moving the doubts in queflion, by declaring the in- 
tention of the legiflature in the aflt of 1784, to have 
been agreeable to the conftruftion put upon it by 
adminiaration. By the law of 1784 he con- 
tended, every power, which before that time was 
entrufted to the court of diredors for adminiftering 
the territorial poffeffions, was by that aft vefted in 
the board of control. T hofe commiilioners bad 
the fole dif eftion of the military and political con- 
cerns, the coUedion and management of territo- 
rial revenue. His obje£k had been to leave to the 
corporate proprietors, and their reprefentatives, 
the diredion of thofe commercial concerns for 
which their charter had been granted, but to take 
into the hands of the executive* government 
territorial affairs; under the political depart* 
^ ment was evidently to be claffed, the difpofal of 
troops, and the provifions for their maintenance. 

As , 
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As doubfe were entertained and fanftioned by legal chap. 

XXX IX 

authority highly refpeftablCj he propofed an aft w.-.^--^ 
declaringthemeaningof the law. This motion was QJf^f^. 
controverted, fir ft, on general grounds 2 legiflature Ha^Uovem- 
ought never to have recourfe to this expedient, Mr. pitt't 
except when either the wording of an aft was eyi- power? de- 
dently fo ambiguous as to ftand in need of expla-. f-^^^^l^^^^ 
nation, or where, in confequence of the clafhing oppofitionin 
judgment of courts, or doubts exprefled by judges 
from the bench, it became neceflary for the legifla- 
ture to propound anew its own meaning. In all 
other cafes, parliament by interfering would quit 
its legiflativ€^ and aflfume a judicial capacity ; and in 
the prefent inftance would decide in a caufe, in 
which it was in fome refpefts interefted as a party ; 
fince it would gain by its own decifion. It was a 
jdifpute between the crown or the public, and a cor- 
poration, on a pecuniary claim. The king infifts 
upon a certain fum of money from the company, 
for a fpecified objeft. The company admit a fum 
to be due, but not the amount demanded i^ here is 
a clear andjfimple queftion, on which an ilTue might 
be tried in a court of law. The meafure propofed 
was liable to many ferious political objeftions, and 
might be ufed as a precedent for the worft purpofes. 
,A minifter has nothing to do but to propofe, and 
bring in a bill for granting new powers, in doubt- 
ful and ambiguous words, under reftraints indi- 
(Hndliy defined,: and with claufes that^have a double 
afpeft. The company had been induced to confent 
to the aft of 1784, upon pretences, which now 
proved to be delulive; and the minifter, having 
obtained that confent, was refolved to putJiis own 
Vol. IV* (^ con- 
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ebhftrudion upon it, contrary to the original !ii« 
tention of the party concerned. In the farther 
progrefs of the bill, counfel was heard for the India 
company at the bar of the houfe, and the whole 
ability of oppofition was exerted to prevent its en« 
aftment. 

The following was the fubftance of the argu- 
ments, legal and political, which were employed on 
each fide. Its opponents controverted h princi- 
pally upon two grounds : firft, that the conftrudion 
attempted to be put upon the aft of 1784, was not 
its true and jufl: conllru£lion : and fecondly, that 
if it admitted fuch interpretation, the powers it 
Vetted in the board of control were injurious to the 
rights and interefts of the company, and of a dan* 
gerous political nature, and therefore ought not to 
be confirmed. To prove the former propofition, 
its fupporters contended that, the charter granted 
to the company having been purchafed for a valu- 
able confideration, every ftatute that diminiihed 
their rights ought to be conftrued, like peiial laws, 
in the mildeft fenfe, and fo as to infringe thofe 
privileges in the leaft poffible degree ; and in ambi- 
guous cafes, afts of parliament fhould be explained 
in fuch a fenfe as to be confident with each other. 
In the aft of 1781 * it was exprefsly ftipulated, 
that the company fhould defray the expence of nd 
troops, but fuch as were fent to India upon their o^ti 
tequifition; therefore the afts of 1784 fhould be 
interpreted fo as to coincide with the preceding 
hitr. But the beft and fafeft mode of expoundisg 

^ Set ait of parllamexR 17811, refpeSing India. 
' - ;,,- . . a Mute 
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a ftatute, was to illuftrate one part of it by other chap. i 
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claufes of the fame a&. By the law of 1784*, s,^,^^ I 

" the commiffioners (it was admitted) are autho* '78». .j 

rized and empowered from time to time, to fuper- I 

intend, dired, and controlali a£ts, operations, and 
ccmcerns, which in anywife relate to the civil or mi- 
litary government, br revenues of the territorial 
pofieflions of the company, in the manner in the 
faid a£k direded:'' and '* the court of dire6tors are 
required to pay obedience to, and to be governed 
and bound by, fuch orders and directions as the faid 
court (hall receive froin the faid board/* Were 
thefe claufes taken folely, it was allowed that they 
would juftify the con(lru£tjon which was intended 
by the declaratory a£t ; but from fubfequent paflages 
it was argued, that the pofitive direftorial power of 
the commiffioners was reftrained to definite circum- 
ftances, and to be exercifed on fpecified omiffions 
of the Eaft India diredors* The direftors by the 
a£l were required to deliver to the commiffioners 
copies of all difpatches which were received froin 
their fervants in India, and all inftrudions propofed 
to be fent to the company's officers in that country : 
thefe the commiffioners^ within fourteen days, were 
to return to the diredors, either approved or difap* 
proved and amended ; and the diredors were bound 
to obey the orders fo amended or altered. If with* 
in fourteen days thi court of diredors fliould ne- 
gled to yield the obedience commanded by the ad, 
then, and then only, the commiffioners might 
originate inftrudions. If the Board were in- 

♦ Sec a<a for the government of India, July 1784. 

<^2 vefted 



228 HISTORY OF THE 

CHAP, vefted with the poGtive-ftower claimed by the de- 
^.^--v'-.^ claratory ad^ it was abfurd to fpecify certain cafes 
X788' in which it might be lawful for them to fend orders 
and inftrudions to the company's fervants in India 
without the confent of the company. It was evi- 
dent, from the whole tenor of the claufes taken to- 
gether, that the authority vefted in the commif- 
fioners was no other than a fuperintendency and 
control over the tranfadions of the company in their 
management of their affidrs in India ; a power to 
alter and amend their orders and inftruftions, and) 
in cafe of negledt in the direftors, to carry fuch 
, orders fo amended into execution; but not to 
originate meafures, in oppofition to the chartered 
and ftipulated right of the company. It was farther 
contended) that the diredors had underftood 
the power propofed to be conferred by Mr. Pitt's 
bill on the commilSoners, to be fubjeft to the al- 
leged limitations ; and that even the minifler had 
exprefsly declared his coincidence in that conftruc- 
tion ; that otherwife the diredors would have op- 
pofed it as no lefs hoftile to the rights of the com- 
pany, than the obnoxious bill of Mr. Fox *. The 
board of control itfelf had not under (lood» the ad of 
1 784 as invefting them with the unlimited fway which 
I they now claimed 5 they had aded upon the ftatute 

of 1 78 1 for upwards of two years after the law of 
1784, and by their condud admitted that they had 
no power to fend out any of his majefty's troops to 
India without the confent of the company. From 
the general rules of interpretation, from the claufes 

• Speech of Mx\ Fox on the fecond reading of the bill. 

and 
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and tenor of the aft in queftion, the opinJoas c h a p,. 

XXXlX. 

of thofe y^hom it firft affefted, the declaration of v—^^v-^J 
its franier, and the conftrudion of the perfons who '7^' 
were appointed to carry it into execution, mem- 
bers of oppofition endeavoured to prove, that the 
power now propofed to be declared did not arife 
from it as a law ♦. 

They next objefted to it as a meafure of policy : * 
the auchority which was claimed annihilated the 
c6urt of direftors, and even the property of the 
company. The territorial revenues being in many 
inftances unavoidably implicated in their commer- 
cial concerns, the abfolute command of the former, 
as to their application and expenditure, would ne- 
ceffarily carry with it a control over the latter, and 
might be ufed to fuperfede the efficiency of the di* 
reftors in the only branch of the company's affairs 
that was left to their management. The meafure 
itfelf of fending four regiments to India was not 
leTs injurious to the rights and interefts of the com* 
pany, than the unlimited power under which it was 
to be executed. It would have been more oeconomi- \ 

and juft, either to have fuffered the company to 
raife four regiments, or to have fent over the 2,400 
men which were wanting to complete the king's 
regiments already in India :-r-more oeconomical, be- 
caufe in the one cafe the company's troops are, and 
would be maintained at infinitely lefs expence than 
the king's ; in the other, the company would be 
free from the additional burthen of all the officers' 
of the four new regiments : — more juft, becaufe in , 

'* See parliamentary debates, March l^^^ipajpm. 

^3 the 
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CHAP, the former cafe, the company would have enjoyed 
s..,^^^ the patronage of the troops which they were to 
»7«<. pay, and might provide for many of their own dc- 
ferving officers, fix hundred of whom, reduced at 
the late peace, were living in very diftreffed fitua- 
tions in India. It was farther impolitic, as it would 
create a jealcufy and difguft among the officers in 
the company's fervice. The opponents next pro- 
ceeded to the motives of minifters, which they al- 
leged to be a defire of extending their own influ- 
ence and patronage, at the expence of the India 
company. The minifters had formed a regular 
progreffive plan, to grafp all the patronage of 
India. The diredion claimed by the board of 
control afforded grounds of jealoufy in another 
view ; it placed a revenue at the difpofal of the 
king's miniflers, for raifing and paying an army 
without eonfent of parliament, and was therefore in- 
confiftent with the bill of rights, and a dangerous 
departure from the principles of the Britifli confti* 
tution. 
AffufMnts By the fupporters of the declaratory ad, it wag 
contended, firft, refpe&ing the rule of conftruc- 
tion, that the principle could only be admitted, fo 
far as was confiftent with the fpirit and exprefs ob- 
jeds of the ftatute itfelf ; it could be no reafon for an 
interpretation of a fubfequent law, that it militated 
againft a prior ; it would be abfurd to put a fen& 
upon an adt, that would defeat the main ends for 
which it was paffed ; and with regard fo the ad of 
f 781, fuch parts of it as were inconiiftent with the 
provifions of the fubfequent arrangement, were vir- 
tually, though not cxprefely repealed* The objeft 

of 
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of the plan of 1784 was, to take the entire manage- chap. 
ment of territorial poiTeifions, and the political go* < — -v-w 
vernment of India, Out of the hands of the com- *^^** 
pany, leaving them only the direction of their com- 
mercial concerns. The board of control was in 
future to be refponiible to the public for the 
f rofperity, defence, and fecurity, of our Indian 
pofleffions, and was therefore to be invefted 
with all the authorities neceflfary for the due 6l£^ 
charge of the important trufts. Thefe powers were 
given in general terms, and the mode of exerdfing 
them in particular cafes was fpecified : in fome they 
jiad a negative upon the orders of the directors ; 
in others, where a difference of opinion arofe, the 
Jboard might enforce the execution of its own orders. 
The ad in general claufes expreiTed this power which 
was claimed, and without i( would have been totally 
inadequate to its objed. Could it be fuppofed that 
parliament intended to leave to the company, who, 
it might be expeSed, from the fhort duration of 
their charter, would attend chiefly to their own im- 
mediate pecuniary interefts, the entire difpofition 
of their revenues, without enabling the board of 
control, who were refponfible for the defence and 
fecurity of the whole, to appropriate fuch part of 
them as (hould be thought neceifary for thofe pur- 
pofes ? The aflertion of oppofition, that either Mr. 
Pitt or the board of control had underftood the a£t 
iii the fenfe imputed, was totally unfounded in 
truth, and unfupported by any evidence. With 
regard to the oeconomy and policy of the meafure, 
the company's troops might be raifed and main- 
tained at a f mailer expence ; but thefe were not 
9^4 . fufficient 
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fufficient for guarding India againft dangers by 
\^hich it was now threatened. As to the additional 
patronage faid to accrue to the crown, it was de- 
nied : on the grand queftion of (landing armies, 
there were inaccuracies in all the exifting laws. 
The bill of rights was not very explicit ; it hardly 
dated the illegality of a (landing army within the 
kingdom but was filent with refped to military force 
in our fettlemcnts abroad. Mr. Pitt declared, that 
if any danger was apprehended from the bill before 
the houfe, relative either to the augmentation of the 
army, or the patronage of India in general, he was 
ready to receive any modifications which n>ight be 
offered to avert fuch danger. In the committee he 
propofcd feveral claufes for fo modifying the bill, 
as to remove the objedions refpefling patronage. 
The bill was carried in the houfe of commons by a 
.majority of fifty-four; and, after experiencing 
ftrong oppofiiion in the houfe of peers, was paffod 
into a law; and thus it was declared that the coin* 
miffioners, being inftituted for the territorial admi- 
niftration of India by the aft of 1784, polTeffed a 
direftorial, as well as controlling power, in whatever 
was neceifary to the effeftual execution of the truft 
repofed in them by the aft: of 1784. 

In the mutiny bill of this feflion, a claufe was 
propofed for incorporating with the army a new 
body of military artificers. It was objefted to, this 
projeft, that it was an unneceffary extenfion of the 
military law, and confequently inconfiftcnt with the 
principles of the conftitution. Thefe artificers had 
ferved the army, hitherto, without diminution of 
tb<?ir liberty, and no neceffity was fh^y^n why theu: 

tenure 
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tenure oF fervice fliould be changed. The eresA c h a' p. ' 
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advocate for the claufe was the duke of Rich- » ..^ 

mond *. Such a corps (he faid) was employed in >7**" 
all the armies abroad, and found to be extremely 
ufeful : he had propofed fuch an eftablifiiment to 
his majefty, who was pleafed to fignify hh appro- 
bation of the fcheme. The policy of the nation had 
confidered it as right that all foldiers (hould conti- 
nue in jTuch a ilate of fubordination ; therefore 
artificers, being enlifted regularly as foldiers, ought 
undoubtedly to become fubjefl: to the fame law. 
Such a change was not to be accounted any hard*« 
Clip; fince no fpecies of trial, however popular 
It might be, was more fair and candid than trials 
by a^court martial. The claufe, after a long dif- 
cuffion, wa? at length carried without a divifion. 

At the inftance of the woollen manufafturers, a biu tgainft 
bill was introduced in the houfe of commons, for gtei'^p^ 
rendering more effeftual, laws againft the private ex- 
portation of wool. The manufafturers aflerted, that 
of long or combing wool, to the amount of 13,000 
packs were annually fmuggled to France : hence it 
was inferred ; firft, that the wool-growers were by 
this means enabled within the kingdom to keep ub 
the price of their commodity beyond its juft ftandard, 
to the great detriment of our ftaple manufafture ; 
fecondly, that there enfued a lofs to Britain of the 
furplus value of the manufadured atticles over th^ 
raw materials, and of the increafed population, 
'which the employment of an additiolial number of 
tnanufafturers would produce.; and thirdly, that 
the fmuggled wool being an article neceffary to the 

* J^batcs of the peers, 1788. t 
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CH A ^, French manufadare$« it enabled them to riiFalours. 
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v^^^ In anfwer to thefe arguments, it vras contendedi 
»r*** chiefly by coijotry gentlemen, that k was an unne- 
cefllary and unjuft attackuponthe landedinrereft. The 
qqanfity alleged to be fmuggied bore to propordon 
to the whole produce of the country, and Aibtrafled 
only about a fifteenth (hare, even at the calculadon 
of the propofers ; but there was no evidence of the 
calculatidn being juft. The price of wool was not 
enhanced beyond its juft ftandard : as a proof that 
the manufafiure was not injured by it, they de« 
numftrated the increafe of the value of wooUen 
goods, exported from the year 1776 to the year 
9787, to be in the proporti<m of nearly one-third. 
Upon the fecond inference it was faid, that admit* 
ting (he quantity of wool ftated to be Ucnuggled into 
France, k did not follow that our manufadurers 
would work up that additional quantity above what 
tjbtty now do^ merely by preventing its makmg its 
H^ay thither ; on the contrary, unle& it wext firft 
f>reve(i) w;hich had never been aflerted, that, in con^^ 
fequence of the exportation, the manufacturers are 
in want of materials to work upon, it was fair to 
conclude, that the quantity exported was a mere 
fvirplvis, land ^1^ the Britifli manufa&urers would 
« - pot work a fiogle pound more, though the whole 
ib^uld he kept art home : a view of the very 
|k)tufi(hing ftace of our manufadures was fufficient 
to convince us that there was no ground of appre* 
benfum from -the rivalfliip of France. It was xe^ 
plied, that the ref^raints propofed to be laid upon 
4he wooUgrowers would not materially affed their 
interefls. The prefent bill was confonant to the 
exifting laws, and was only defigned to carry into 

more 
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more €ffe£kual execution thofe principles of policy, ^^^^xix ' 
refpeding the exportation of wool, by which this u--v-w 
country for fo many years had been governed, and '7^*« 
under which both our manufafturers and our wooU 
growers had flourifhed and grown rich together^ 
The bill • underwent a very minute difcuifion, in 
which party politics appeared to occupy no fhare ; 
and at length was carried by a large majority. 

A fubjeft pf very confiderable importance, and Commeiiwfc 
which long occupied the attention both of parlia-^ inqairy 
mejit and the nation, was this 'year for the fir ft neg^"' 
time brought before the houfe of commons: this ^""J^ 
was th$ celebrated qiieftion concerning the trade 
carried on for purchafing negro Haves to cultivate 
our poffefBons in the weftern world. 

Slavery is fo evidently repugnant to the feelings st«t«of 
of a Briton, that it may at fir ft figh t appear aftoni(hf> 
ing no means had been devifed to prevent the exr 
iftence of fuch a ftate in the Sritifh dominions* 
The mercantile charader of this country predomir 
natcd over the political, when, for the acquifitioa 
of weakb, flie admitted thie deftrufUgn of freedom ; 
and the guardians of European liberty became the 
moft a&ive inftruments of African flgvery. This 
mconfiftency did not appear to have imprefled any 
of the moft zealous and powerful champions of 
conftitutbnal freedom, during the greater part of 
the eighteenth century. Planters and traders, who Gene«i and 
are the moft frequent and conftant obfervcrs of jcaiaMt» 
this ftate, wer€ not likely tp teftify an abhorrence ^'''*^* 
of a fyftem, by which they were fo confiderable 
gainers, or even perhaps to feel the adequate de* 
tefltatiou for ppprcffions, with which they were fo 

familiar. 



23^ , 
CHAP. 



finned •« 
H»»nkal ro 

a»weit a» 
jaMicean4 



Pioof and 

bene Yo lent. 

in £nrouT of 



HISTORY OF THE 

familiar. Statefmen might overlook tome rlgoars, 
through which they conceived the nation derived 
private and public wealth ; arid the people in ge- 
neral were too diftant to confider the condition of 
the negroes. Neverthelefs, the mild and liberal 
principles of Britifh policy feemed extremely ini- 
mtcal to human thraldom; and the dodrine* 
of benevolent philofophers were totally hoftile to 
fuch a praftice.; but neither enlightened poKcy, 
nor ingenious theory, were the caufes which at this 
period produced a prevalent enmity to flavery : a 
more rapidly operative principle exerted itfelf in 
favour of negro freedom : religious zeal was in- 
fufed into the fubjeQ, and, engaging the paffions of 
many individuals, ftimulated them much more 
powerfully than the deduftions of moral fcience, or 
the diftates of political wifdom. An opinion was 
eagerly diifeminated, that the ffate of flavery was 
incompatible with chriftianity. This notion feems 
to have been drawn from the confrderation of de- 
tached paffages, rather than from the general fpirit 
of that admirabk fyftem. The religion of Jefus, 
feeking the happinefs of mankind, finds its fources 
in the difpofirion and character of the individual ; 
and comprehending the vaft variety of fituation and 
fentiment, delivers general rules, enforced by cogent 
motives, for performing the various duties of fecial 
and civil life ; political eftablifliments and grada- 
tions it leaves to be formed according to the cir- 
cumftances of the cafe, and charafter of the people. 
Philanthropy, which mingled with a piety fmcere, 
though fomewhat eccentric, diflinguiflhed many of 
the earlieft votaries of negro freedom j and in the 

ardour 
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^rdour of benignant projeS, overlookedliifficuUies <? H' a p. 
of execution; indeed, perhaps, rather indulged — ^^^.^ 
itfelf in fancying advantage from the change, thaa •7*** 
accurately afcertained the probability of benefit, 
even (hould their wifh be accompli(hed« In the 
fouthern provinces of America, foon after the ^fta- 
bliflunent of their independence, the quakers pre- 
fented a ftrong and pathetic addrefs to the feveral 
legiflative aflembh'es ; in which they exhorted thefe 
bodies to abolifh flavery ; and in many inftam:es 
emancipated the negroes in their own poflefSon. la 
Britain the fame fed firft followed the example of 
their American brethren, and prefented a fimiJar 
petition in 1^787 to parliament. The caufe, em* 
braced by the enthufiafm of religion and benevo- 
lence, procured a great number of votaries* From 
fympathy and imitation, it became extremely popu- 
lar; literary ingenuity was not wanting, and no 
works were read with fuch avidity, as compofitions 
which decried negro flavery. As ufual in contro- 
verfy, one fide of the queftion only was confidercd 
by its fupporters, and the ftatemenj of proppfitions 
was fuch, a^ to render conclufions obvious. A topic 
repeatedly employed was, difference of colouh 
IS no reason for forfeiture oe liberty. On 
fo trivial a truifm very popular pamphlets were 
founded; eminent^ divines embraced the caufe; re- 
commended it from the pulpit, and in printed dif- 
courfes. Churchmen and diffenters concurred in 
eagerly inculcating the abolition of flavery ; many 
were fo far tranfported by philanthropic feelings, 
as to declare their readinefs to forego all the ad- 
vantages and habitual gratifications which arofe 

frg'm 
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CHAP, from our Weft India illands, rather thatt enjoy thcni 
w-^^^ through the compulfory labour of their fellow- 
*7W- ereatures. With this enthufiaftic zeal, hypocrify, 
as ufual, occaiionally mingled ; and there were de- 
magogues who, without poffefling much tendemefs 
of difpofition themfelves, courted popularity by 
coinciding with the humane fentiments, which were 
fo generally difFufed. For a confiderable time a 
ftranger might have fuppofed, if he judged from 
pretalent difcourfe and writing, that the African 
negroes monopolized mifery, and therefore^ that 
the higheft duty of chtiflian benevolence was to 
afford them relief. While this fervour predomi- 
nated, a fociety was formed to coUeA information 
on which to ground a petition to parliament ; and 
a very confiderable fum of money was fubfcribed 
in order to defray the expence. 
Mr. wiu Among thofe who took the moft aftive (hare id 
J^emtjcba- cndcavouring to relieve the negroes, was Mr. Wil- 
bfdabir^ berforce, member of parliament for the county of 
teal of. York. Of good talents, aftivc and indefatigable 
induftry, and extenfive knowledge, this gentleman 
held a high place in the public eftifnation ; and pof- 
feifed confiderable fortune and influence : thefe ad« 
vantages he uniformly directed to futh purfuits as 
he thought conducive to virtue,, religion, and the 
bappinefs of his fellow*creatures. Conceiving the 
caufe of the negroes to be that of piety and huma^ 
tiity, he had employed perfevering labour, in order 
to learn the particulars of their treatment ; and 
viewing the fubjeft as a Bricifli fenator, be attempted 
to reconcile political expediency wh what he 
deemed a difcharge of chriftian and moral duty; 

From 
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From thefe motives he was believed to have enti^red c h a i^ 
much more minutely into the detail of the flave«* v^..*--^**.^ 
trade, than any other member of the legiflature. ^'**" 

While one party exerted itfelf fo ftrcnuoufly to oppoCte 
render the abolition generally popular, and thereby 
prepared to facilitate its paflage through parlia* 
ment, another with lefs animation and impreffive* 
ncfs of eloquence, but with a cohfiderable (hare of 
found reafonlng, laboured to prove^ that the ad- 
vantages alleged to be cotxfequent upon abolition 
were ideal, and founded upon abflrad theories of 
philanthropy, without a knowledge of the exifting 
cafe. The evil of flavery (it was faid) depends 
oh opinion : that ftate is univerfally prevalent iii 
Africa; and the minds of the negroes are habituated 
to its contemplation, as one of the mod common 
conditions of life. Having the principles of dilTen'' sia^yaa 
fion and hoftility in common with other men, th^ or'fmX 
African tribes are often engaged in war : one con* ^""^'f*""^ ^ 

o o the circum* 

fequence of war is captivity ; the ufual treatment ft»n5« and 
of captives is eitl)et maflacre or fale. The market ofthefuf- 
for flaves, independent of European purchafers, rs **'"*' 
comparatively inconfiderable in Nigritia. The 
chance to the individual of efcaping butchery, in 4 
great meafure depends on the demand from Euro- 
pean traders* Carried to the Weft Indies, the ne- TheeondU 
groes are on the whole well treated : by fome indi- t^^f^^ 
vidual mafters they may have been hardly ufedt gfoesisia^^ 

■ • 1 • t r n /I ^'orated by 

but m general, as can be proved from perfons moft becoming 
converfant with thefe countries, they Jire contented BritTm^. 
and happy* Severity is not the intereft of planters ; **'*• 
and if even malignant pa0ions tranfport mafters or 
their del^ates to unwife cruelty, the recurrence of 
13 fuch 
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fuch adts may be prevented by judicious regulations* 
Narrow in their views, the negroes like other fa- 
vages repofe their chief happinefs in the fupply of 
animal wants : indolent and improvident, they are 
often deficient in the exertions requifite for their 
maintenance. Nothing is more frequent in Africa 
than famine, which deflroys great numbers of the 
inhabitants ; whereas in the Weft Indies they have 
abundance of provifions. To a Briton, death, 
either by fword or famine, riiay be preferable to 
life and flavery ; but to a Nigritian the cafe is far 
different : by tranfporting him to a fituation, in 
which his animal wants are fuljy fupplied, where 
by perfonal exertions he can modify ftavery, and 
has nothing to fear from either famine or a vido- 
tious enemy, you place him in a higher ftate, ac- 
cording to his eftimate of good, than if you had fuf- 
fered him to remain in Africa. The flave-trade 
does not on the whole Violate humanity, becaufe it 
does not on the whole diminiih that happinel's which 
humanity feeks to promote. The culture of the 
Weft India illands, fo produdlive a fource of private 
opulence and public revenue, depends upon la- 
bourers inured to fuch a climate. Were we to 
forego the advantage of fuch poffeffions, what 
would be the confequence ? the other European 
ftates y^ould take up the benefits which we aban- 
doned : the flave-trade would be ftill carried on, 
though Britain . did not participate. It would not 
be real eenerofity, buj romantic extravagance, to 
abftain from fo advantageous a commerce, when 
we ourfelves fliould lofe, and our rivals only fliould 
gain by its difcontinuance. Very, great capitals 

have 
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have been embarked, both in the Weft Iniilia iilands chap. 

• • XXXIX. 

Md African flave trade, under the fan&ion of pub- s^^^^r^ 

lie feiith, which guaranteed the commerce by many Q,^/t\*; j^ 

internal regulations and foreign treaties for ren- uisem- 

dering it produftive. Are we to facrifice a,gteat thutrad^^ 

and valuable property to philanthropic chimeras^ Jl^ge fource 

totally unfounded in faft and experience ? ^d wv^^^^ 

Pettcions and remonftrances coataining fucji Petitions for 

topics, for and againft the abolition^ were prefented the Ami 

to the houfe of commons and privy council. A li^^toan- 

committee of the latter was appointed for invefti* ^^'^ijnft^jtttet 

* *^ an inquiry 

gating fadls. Mr. Pitt finding that the information into the dc- 
hith^co coUeded was not fufficient to authorize pajr- teg'd'm- 
liami^.tary difcuffidn, on the ninth of May propofed^ '^^*'* 
that the (onfideration of the flave-trade fhould be 
deferred till the commencement of the next feffion ; 
meanwhile, the inquiry which was indituted before 
,the pj^ivy-council would be brought to fuch a ftate 
of maturity^ as to make it fit that the refult (hould 
be Uud before the houfe, that it might facilitate 
their invcftigation, and enable them to proceed to 
a de'dfion, founded equally upcHi principles of hu*^ 
mamty, juftice, and found policy* 

Sir William Dolben introduced a liieafure of ih- &\r WiiUaia 
termediate relief, in a bill for regulating the tranf- aoli!^for 
portation of African natives to the Britifii Wefl ^f^^jjjf 
indies : the objedl of this propofition was to accom- portation of 
modate the flaves, during their paflage, better than "*'^***** 
had been hitherto done. It was intended to limit 
the number who fhould be Conveye<], in proportion 
to the tonnage of the vefTel ; to fecure to them 
good and fuf&cient provifions^ and other matters 
equally conducive to their health, and their accom* 

Yoi^. IV« R modation. 
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CHAP, modatlon. While the bill was pending, a pe^doA 
x.^^..^^^ was prefented from the merchants and other in- 
*78«- habitants of Liverpool, praying to be heard by their 
counfel againd this regulating bill: this requeft 
being granted, it was contended at the bar of the 
houfe, that the propofed reduftion of number 
would eflTentlaily injure the trade, and that it was 
founded on an aifertion of hardfhips which did not 
exift. The plea of the. merchants was not made out 
to the fatisfaftion of the houfe; and the bill, though 
in a fmall degree modified, paffed unanimouily, 
without any material alteration. In the houfe of 
lords it underwent fuch changes, that the commons 
confidered its original objeA as not attained : a 
new bill was accordingly introduced, which pafled 
w a*uw.""" both houfes, and received the royal affent. 
Mr. Pitt's About the fame time, Mr, Pitt called the atten- 
rd!ef*an?* ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ houfc to a different clafs of fufferers, 
recompence the AmeHcan loyalifts, and the loffes fuftained by 
rican*oy!r*" them through their adherence to the parent country 
during the late war. Commiflioners had been ap- 
pointed to enquire into the claims ; and in confe- 
quence of their report, the minifter divided the claim- 
ants into four claflfes. In the fird clafs he ranked 
thofe who had refided in America at the commence- 
ment of the war, and who, in purfuance of their 
principles of loyalty and adherence to Britain, were 
obliged to abandon their eftates and property in 
the colonies ; which were in confequence feized and 
confifcated by,the revolters. The mode he meant 
to adopt *, with refped to this clafs of loyalifti, 

• See Asinual Regifter 1788, p, 13. 

whom 
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whom heconfideted as having the ftroneeft claims chap. 
of any, would be to' allow the full amount* 
to thofe whofe demands were fo fmall, that ^78« 
any deduftion from them would materially aflFeft 
their means of comfortable exiftence. The fecond 
clafs of claimants were perfons who, having refided 
hi England' during the war, made claims upon al- 
leged lofs of property in America : thefe were not 
fufferers in the fame degree as the firft clafs, be- 
caufe they had not been driven out pf America, 
but had made their choice : though, however, their 
option was to remain in England, ftill they were en- 
titled to expeO: compenfation for the lofs of pro- 
perty in America, which they had incurred through 
a preference of this country : he propofed refped- 
ing this as the former clafs, that property affording 
only the means of comfortable fubfiftence fhould 
be paid in full of the eftablifhed claims j but that 
beyond the fum deemed requifite, the dedudion 
fliould be confiderably greater f. The third clafs 

♦ His propofition was, " that all fuch loyalifts Ihall receive 
the full amount of their loffes, as far as the fame do not exceed 
the fum of ten thousand pounds ; and Ihall alfo receive, where 
the amount of fuch lofles (hall be above ten thoufand pounds 
in the whole, and not above thirty-five thoufand pounds in 
the whole, nineCy pounds per cent, of fuch part of the^ faid 
lofles as Ihail exceed ten thoufand pounds ; and where fuch 
lofles ihall be above thirty- fiv€ thoufand pounds, eighty-five 
pounds per cent, of fuch of the faid lofies as (hail exceed ten 
thoufand pounds ; and where the fame fhall be above fifty 
thoufand pounds, eighty poi^nds per cent, of fuch part of 
the faid lofies as ihall be above ten thoufand pounds.'' 

f That from all thofe claims, amounting from ten thou-' 
fand pounds to thirty thoufand, a deduction fhould be made 
of twenty per cent. ; and a farther additional dedu^ion of 

k « twcntf 
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confided of loyalifts who had either enjoyed 
places or exercifed profeflions in America, bnc 
^788. were driven away in confequence of their loyalty to 
thi« country, and loft their income. With regard 
to thefe it was to be confidered, that though they 
had been expelled from America, they were able 
to obtain frefti incomes in this country, by ex- 
ercifmg their talents and their induftry : he there- 
fore propofed, that all whofe incomes did Bot exceed 
four hundred pounds a-year> (hould rcceite half- 
pay J perfons whofe incomes were higher, (hould re- 
ceive forty pounds for every hundred above four 
hundred, and under fifteen hundred ; and beyond 
that fum, at the rate of thirty per cent. The fourth 
clafs of claimants confided of thofe who had been 
obliged to leave their habitations and property in 
confequence of the ceffion of that country at the 
late peace : as their lofs had been incnrred by a 
national aft, without any akemativc of theff own, 
he propofed that they fhoukl be completely re-im- 
burfed by the public. He then ftated the funx to 
which the edabli/hed claims amounted* Thepropo- 
fittens^ whieb he founded cm thi^ actount were re- 
ceived with great approbation, and a relblutioB 'for 
the payment of the fame, after fome modification^ 
was unanimoufly adopted, Thus, fuffcrers through 
loyalty and patriotifm to our ibvereign and ccmttji 
received from the national munificence a liberal com* 
penfation for the damages which they had fuftained. 



t\Yenty per cent., in progreffion> upo» every additional fifty 
thoufaad olaimeJ, 

Aco»- 
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A confiderable portion of parliamentsiry atten-- c h a p. 
tioa was directed to the profe^ution and trial of Mr» <..— i^-^^ 
Haftings. fa confequeiic^ of the order of the houfe com^mW. 
of lords, near die clofe of tbe laft fefficm, to the de- °*^'^f^ 
fendant to deKver anfwers, to the i:^arges allciged. Huftuvt. 
againft him by the hojoft of commoas, on thepr^- 
icribed day he appeared at the bar, sgid prefentedr 
anfwers. Of tbefei<he lords feat a cppy to tbe houfer 
of commons^ nhe anfwers being read, Mr. Burke 
moved, that they fliould be referred to' a committee 
which fhould have the condud of the profecution« 
This meafiire being embracedi^Mr. Pitt proppljed Mr. 
Buike as tbe firft member ; tbe houfe unanimoufly 
concurring, Mr. Biirke named Mr. Francis, and to 
fopport his nominatfba, ftate^ the immenle ad~ 
vsmtagfis which would accrue to the committee 
from the very eztenfive knowledge of that gentle* 
man« TIte abilities and information of Mr. Francis 
were univerfally allowed ; but great political differ- 
ences ha^d fubfiftcd between him and the accufed, 
in India^ and foo^ p^fonal anioiofity was con<- 
ceived to lemain; on thefe grounds a great' 
majority of the houfe voted againft the motion. 
The relt of the committee confided of tbe fame 
gtmlqipen. who had b^n delegated to prefei:^t th« 
charges to the lords ; and in addition to them, Mr« 
Wilbraham, Mr. Fitzpatrick, and Mr« Courtney# 
To the arifwer of Mr. Haftings, two days after, 
Mr. Burke brought from the committee a re-; 
plication, averring the charges to be true, and 
that they would be ready to prove the fame 
a^nft him before the lords, at fuch convenient 
lime and placo as fliould be appointed* Th^ reply 

R3 W»g 
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CHAP, being carried by Mr. Barke to the peers, Wednef- 
s..^v-w day the thirteenth of February was fixed for pro- 
x?^^- ceeding upon the trial in Weftminfter-hall ; andthe 
members of the recently appointed committee were 
nominated managers for conducing the trial. Mr. 
Fox pr6pofed that Mr. Francis (hould be added to 
the committee ; but the majority of the houfe conti- 
Hued to oppofe the infertion of his name *♦•• The 

* Mr. Francis at this time, in a very able fpeech, entered 
into an account of his condudl refpedling Mr. Haftings, for 
the lad thirteen years, both in India and in England ; which, 
though in fdme degree individual jufttfication, contains much 
important fkatement and reniark on the general fubjed con- 
cerning, which tlie differences exifted* Mr. Francis and Mr. 
Haftihgs having fought a duel, and the former gentleman 
having been dangeroufly wounded, 'they had exchanged for- 
givcnefs ;■ in what fenfe that forgivenefs was to be. inter- 
preted, Mr. Francis explained in the folk)wing paflage :— 
" It was my lot to be dangeroufly wounded : as | conceived 
immediate death inevitable, i thought of nothing but to die 
in peace with all men, particularly Mr. Haftiijgs. I called 
him to me, gave him my hand, and defired him to confider 
in what fituation my death would leave him. « By that ac* 
tioSf and by thoTe wordsj undoubtedly I meant to declare* 
that, I freely forgave him the -infult he had o£^^ed*me, and 
the fatal confequence which had attended it. I meant that 
we fhould ftand in the fame relation to each other, as if the 
^trel and the caufe of it had never happened^ But did I tell 
hioi that» if I furvived, 1 would renounce the whole pbn and 
principle of my public life ? that 1 would ce^fe to oppofe his 
meafures ? On my return to England, I found that a par- 
Kamcntary inquiry into the late tranfadtions in India was 
already begun, and I was almoft: ihimediatelf ordered to 
attend one of the committees employed upon that inquiry. 
Could ly without treachery to the publi^j.refufe to give evi- 
dence or information neceflary for the public fervlce, when it 
was demanded of me by the authority of the houfe- of com- 
mons?" See Parliamentary Debates. 

committees 
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committees were appointed by both hbufes to ^ ".^ ^• 
fearch the records of parliament, for precedents re- v,-^.-*i^ 
lative to the mod^ of proceeding in trials by im- '^^^' 
peach ment ; and th^ neceffary orders were made for 
their accommodation in Weftminfter-hall, for the 
admiflion of fpedators, the attendance of witneflfes, 
and other matters refpiefting the regularity of their. ■ 
proceeding. On the thirteenth of February the 
trial commenced with the ufual formalities *^ Mr; 
Haftings being called into court, the lord chanceU 
lor addreiTed him in the following terms : 
*^ Warren Haftings, 
*• You ftand at the bar of this court, charged 
with high crimes and mifdemeanors ; a copy of 
wMch has been delivered to you : you have been 
sallowed counfel, and a long time has been given 
you for your defence ; but this is not to be con* 
fidered as a particular indulgence to you, as it 
arife^ from the neceflity of the cafe ; the crimes 
with which you are charged, being ftated to have 
been committed in a diftanf pla<:e. Thefe charges 
contain the; moft weighty allegations, and they 
qome from the higheft authority ; this circum- 
ftance, however, though it carries with it the moft 
fcrious importance, is not to prevent you from 
making your defence in a firm and coUeded man* 

• The houfe of commons, about eleven, o'clock, precede4 
by the managers of the impeachment, who were led by Mr. 
Burke, came from their own houfe into the hall. The 
lords^ half an hour aftep, entered from the houfe (tf peers 2 
firft, official j^ttendants on th? houfe in a rifmg ferJfes, com- 
mencing with the clerks, and tepminating with the judges 5 
jifterwards the peers, beginning with the junior barons, and 
ending "with the prince of Wales. 

R 4 ner ; 
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CHAP, ner ; in the confidence that, as a BritUh fobjeft, ycm 
s^^,^ are entitled to, and will receive, fall juftice from a 
n^K Britlfh court/* Mr. Haftings anfwered : 
** My lords, 
<^ I am come to this high tribunal, equally im« 
prefled with a confidence in my own integrity, an4 
in the juftice of the court before which I ftand.** 

The two firft days being employed in reading 
the charges, the third was appointed for opening 
the fame, dating the nature ^nd quality of the im-* 
putations, the evidence by which they were to be 
fupported, and the guilt which, to the defendant^ 
if they were proved, would attach. Never had 
an inquiry of more magnitude been inftituted befortf' 
a judiciaLaffembly* The queftion was, whether z 
man to whom a trufl: afflPeding the hap^ineis <yf 
n[ufery of millions had .been delegated, in the diA 
charge of his office, had been a faithful or unfaitfaf^l 
truftee to his employers, the protedlor or the fcourgd' 
of the immenfe and populous regions committed^ 
to his care ? The queftion derived a very high ad- 
ditional importance from the character of the ^ccuy 
fed, whom friends, enemies, and impstrtial 'ttienv 
conctgrred in deeming a perfon of the moft pdwerT 
ful and comprehenfive taknts ; from the charafter 
of the accufer, whom friends, enemies, and impar^^ 
tial men, concurred in efteeming a perfon of the 
nioft extraordinary genius, multifarious knowledge, 
and fplendid eloquence, that had ever graced a 
Britifli fenate. The anxiety of the public to hear 
Mr. Biirke fpeafc upon fo.vaft a fubjeft, againft Mr. 
Raftings, brought an immenfe Qoncourfe of hearT 
ers to the bj^llt ' 
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The court vfz& aflbmbled to the! nuniberof one c h. a p. 

hundred and fiKty-four peens>and ttle chancellor hav« v.-.^-v-^i^ 

mg called the managers to proceed^ Mr. Burke rofc g \l^^ 

9Skd faid, that be flt)od forth by order of the com-. Mr. BwIu. 

moos of Great Britain, to fupport the charge of 

high crimes and mifdemeanors which they had ex-? 

Ubired againft Warren Haftings, efq.; and that he 

had a body of evidence to produce to fubftantiate 

the whole and every part of thofe charges. The 

gentliemen who were joined with him in fiipportinj^ 

the impeachment, had inftru&ed him to open the 

caufe with an account of* the grounds oa which the 

commons, had proceeded ; a general view of the 

fiature of the crimes alleged ; and with an explana? 

lion of concomitant circumftances that were necei^ 

fary to elucidate the accofation. The dreadful 

^forder« of our Indian government were acknow^ 

ledged ; it was not till after every mode of legUar 

tiv4 prevention had been tried without effed, till 

they found, during a courfe of fourteen years, 

that inquiries and refolutions and laws were equally 

difregatdtd^ that they had recourfe to a penal pro^ 

ietufion^ The crimes imputed were not errors of 

human hulijx nor theeffe£ts of imperious neceility ; 

they originated in the word paffions, and evinced a 

total eximdion of mond principle: they were com- 

piitted againft advice^ fupplicadon and remonftrance, 

and in defiance of the direfb commands of lawful 

authority. The accufed was the firft in rank^ ftation 

and power^ under whom as the head all the pecu* 

lation and tyranny of India was embodied^ difci- 

plined and paid ; and in ftriking at whom, therefore, 

fhey would flrike at the whole corps of delinquents* . 

The 
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CHAP. The evUcnce, which fupported the charges, in many 
^,^^-,Jj kiftances amounted to the clearnds and preciflon 
tjfi^' required by the Engiifli law ; but a confiderable pan 
did not reach municipal ac(:uracy. The profe- 
cutor contended, that it was a right of the houfe 
of commons, in an impeachment, not to be bound 
by the confined rules and maxims of evidence pre^ 
vatent in the lower courts ; nor by any other than 
thoTe of natural, immutable and fubftantial juftice *•: 
This mode of interpretation was due to fuffering 
nations, who were unconcerned in our technical 
dtftindions, but on the great principle of morality 
wSlhed punffbment to follow guilt. It was biglily 
necefiiary to prevent the difgraceful imputation f 
which might fall either upon that high court, as if it 
were corrupted by the wealth of India, or upon the 
laws of England, as impotent in the means of pu-^ 
nifliing fuccefsfiil fraud and oppreffion. Defcending 
from preliminary obfervations to the aftual fubjedi 
of the charge, he ftated the relations in which Mr. 
Haftings ftood, and the duties which from tbefe ha 
had incurred ; in order to prove his tranfgreflEions. 
The powers delegated to Mr. Haftings by the India 
company, and which be was charged with having 

♦ This 4o^rine> that the rank and dignity of the aflertor 
conftituted a juft ground of difference ii^ the criterion of 
proof, is certainly not logically accurate; neither \yould it be 
politically wife, that the cjualrty of the accufer Ihouhd afied 
the requiftte tcftimony, as in a crittiinal cafe there would 
be a fubtlitution of authority for proof, which might fubjcd 
liberty, property» and life, to arbitrary .caprice, • 

•\ This argument proceeded on a fuppofition, that the high 
court was to be influenced by the fear of cenfur^ from mi^ 
apprchcnfion, inftead of giving judgment according to the 
merits of the cafe. 

abufedj 
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abufed, were derived from two fources : the charter chap. 

-• XXXIX 

beftowed by the crown, under the authority of par* — .-O 
liament, and the grant from the mogul emperor of '^s*-*- 
the Dewannee, or high ftewardfliip of Beingal, in ^ 
tlie year 1766. He exhibited an hiftorical account 
of the company from its .firft eftablifhment, the 
powers which it. had delegated to Mr. Haftings, 
and which Mr. Burke charged him with having 
abufed. He next proceeded to the rights with 
which the company were invefted by the mogul em- 
peror, to the colleftion of the revenue delegated by 
the company to Mr. Haftings, and which he alfo 
charged him with having grofsly violated. The al- 
leged violation of duties fo originating, and abufes of 
powers delegated for fuch general and fpecified pur- 
pofes, Mr: Burke reprefented with an eloquence 
which fo aftonifhed and agitated every heater of 
fancy or fenfibility, as for a confiderable time to pre- 
clude th6 exertion of that judgment that could diftin- 
guifh piftures from realities. Having exhibited Mr. 
Haftings as a monfter of flagitioufnefs and crimes, 
he concluded with a peroration which defcribed 
the nature of the caufe, accufation, accufed, accu- 
fer and tribunal, in all their conftitupnt parts, and 
clofed with the following words: *' Therefore it 
was with confidence ordered by the commons, 
that I impeach Warren Haftings, efq. of high 
crimes and mifdemeanors : I impeach him in the 
name of the commons of Great Britain in parlia- 
ment afTembled, whofe parliamentary truft he has 
betrayed : 

*' I impeach him in the name of all the com- 
mons of Great Britain, whofe national charafler 
Ue has dilhououred : 

** I impeach 
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CHAP. "I impeach him in the name of the people of 
Ci-v-^^l; India, whofe laws, rights and liberties, he has fub* 
«7*8- verted, whofe properties he has deftroyed, whofc 
countries he has laid vafle and defolate/' 

Such were the grounds adduced by the orator 
in a fpeech which occupied three hours for four 
days fuccefiively. Mr. Burke havings concluded 
his account of the fubftance, Mr. Fox addreflfed the 
court on the mode of the charges : he ftated, that 
the committee propofed to open and adduce evi- 
dence which fiiould fubftantiate one charge at a 
time ; to hear the prifoner's defence and evidence 
upon that charge, and afterwards to reply; and 
to proceed in the fame manner in all the other 
articles* Mr. Haftings's counfel being aflced if 
they confented to this mode? replied in the ne- 
gative. The maimer propofed was, they faid, con- 
trary to the practice of all courts of juftice, and was 
inconfiftent with all principles of equity. After 
fome debate it was refolved, that, according to the 
ufual pradice on trials^ the profecutor (hould com- 
plete his cafe before the accpfed commenced hU 
defence. Mr. Fox opened the Benares charge, 
which he brought down to* the expulfion of Cheyt 
Sing} the following part waj finifhed by Mr. 
Grey : Mr. Anftruther conducted the examination 
of evidence, and fummed up the whole of that ar- 
ticle. Mr. Adam, on the fifteenth of April, opened 
the fecond accufation refpeding the Begums : Mr. 
Sheridan examined the witnefles, and fummed up 
the charge ; the laft that^ came before the courti 
during that feifion of parlian^qit. 

Another 
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Another accufatioit of Indian delinquency was chap. 

xxxix 
brought before the commons in the condad of fir w«-vw 

Elijah Impey. This ta(k was undertaken by fir i/^^^i„ 
Gilbert Elliot, who, in a very able and eloquent «*>««>- 
fpeech, maintained two general principles ; that In* of fir£iij4i 
dia muft be redreffed or loft, and that the only ^"*^* 
means left of reforming Indian abufe, was the pu- 
ntihment, in fome great and fignal inftances, of In- 
dian delinquency : he ftated the nature, the occa« 
fion, and the purpofes of the commiffion with 
which fir Elijah Impey was fent out to India, as 
involving circumftances which were ftroiig ag- 
gravations of his guih, and increafed the ne- 
ceffity of its punifliment ; that in the two grand 
objeds which were committed to his charge, the 
proteftion of the company from the frauds of its 
fervants, and of the natives from the oppreffion of 
'Europeans, he had, by corruptly changing fides> 
added his new powers to the very force they were 
intended to control, and taken an aftive part in the 
opprefEons which it was his duty to have avenged. 
Sir Gilbert Elliot prefented to the houfe fix diftinfk 
articles of accufation^ 

The fubjeft of the firft was the trial and execu- 
tion of Nundcomar ; the fecond, the defendant^ 
condufl in a certain Patna caufe ; the third, intitled 
extenfton of jurifdiflion^ comprehended various in- ' 
fiances, in which the jurifdidion of the court wa» 
alleged to have been exercifed illegally and oppref« 
fively, beyond the intention of the aft and charter; 
the fourth charge, intitled the Cofiijurah caufe^ 
though alfo an allegation of illegal aflfumption^ 
iltras diflingiufhed (according to the ftatement 

of 
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CHAP. Df the accufer) by circumftances fo important, 
K^^^y.^ as 150 become properly the fubjeft of a feparate ar* 
'^** ticle ; the fifth charge was for hjs acceptance of 
the office of judge of the Sudder Dewannce Adau- 
lut, which was contrary to law, and not only repug<> 
nfetnt to the fpirit of the aft and charter, but fun- 
dam^ntally fubverfive of all its material purpofes ; 
the fixth and lafl charge related to his conduft .in 
the provinces of Oude and Benares, where the chief 
juftice was faid to have become the agent and tool 
of Mr. Hadings in the alleged oppreflion and plun- 
der of the Begums. 

Sir Elijah Impcy on his defence contended, that in 
the afts which were charged he had not exceeded the 
powers entrufted to him as fupreme judge. Refpeft- 
ing the firfland mod important article, the trial and 
execution of Nundcomar for forgery, he had been 
accufed of extra-judicial interference. Neither 
Nundcomar (it was contended by fir Gilbert Elliot) 
nor the perfon whofe name was forged, were fub- 
jeft to the jurifdiftion of the Englifh court. By 
the laws of India, forgery is not punifliable capitally; 
and thus a man was put to death by a court to which 
he was not amenable, for a crime not capital by the 
, ' laws to which' he was amenable. Sir Elijah Impey 
argued, that though the authority .of the fupreme 
court did not extend over all the inhabitants of the 
Engliih provinces in India, it included the inhabit- 
ants of Calcutta. Nundcomar had not been tried 
as a native of Bengal, but as an inhabitant of Cal- 
cutta, where he refided, and where of courfe he 
was amenable to the laws of the place. . A motion 
being made in the houfe, refolved into a committ^, 

that 
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taat the firft charges exlubited s^amft fir Elijah It% 9iH a, p. 
pey contained matter of jnipeachment, it was neg^^ ^^y^jj 
lived by a majority of feventy-three to fifty-five j .'7^^ 
and it was afterwards voted, that the other charges 
ihould not be taken into cpnfideration. 

This year Mr. Grenville propofed certain amend- Mr.Orcn. 
ments and additions to the bill brought into par- L'improv* 
lianient by his lather, for the better regulation of {Jf,,^'J,^* 
the triah of controverted eleftions. When the ex.- refp aioj 
ifting a£fc had been propofed, Mr. Grenville faid its eieOiooi. 
principal aim was to take the trial of petitions on - 
controverted ele&ions out of their hands, and to 
place them in a committee fo conftituted, likely 
to do flrid juftice to the parties. That objeS, it 
was univerfally allowed, had been fully anfwered ; 
but collateral inconveniencies had been incurred, 
which, intent on the main end, the author had over- 
looked. Ever fmce the bill had paifed into a law, 
am infinite number of petitions, complaining of un- 
due elefbions, had been prefented in the firft feflion 
of every parliament ; and many of them, s^ter 
having taken up much of the time of the houfe, had 
proved fidvolous. To prevent the interruption of 
public bufinefs, he propofed, that the committee 
empowered to determine whether the election peti- 
tion prefented, or the defence offered in anfwer to 
it, was frivolous, flipuld adjudge the payment of 
.cofts aguinft the party to blanie. This was merely 
an ad of juftice; yet fuch a regulation would fave 
much expence to individuals, and much time and 
trouble to the houfe. The prefent was the moft 
proper feaifon for confidering and determiniug fuch 
4 a fubjed. 
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c a A p. ftftbjeft, as there was adoaliy no petition concern- 
s!^^^ i&g eIe£Uons before the hoore, and the minds of 
»7«'- members were therefore perfedly cool and open to 
hnpartial deliberation. The bill was introduced, 
pafled both houfes without oppofitton, and received 
the royal affent. 
svrpiie'* On the fizth of May, the financial plan for the 

year was propofed by Mr. Pitt. The minifter ob* ^ 
fervcd, that feveral extraordinary expences had been 
neceflarily incurred ; in the navy there was an in- 
creafe beyond the peace eftabUlhmcnt of 446,000 1. ; . 
in the army of 233,000!. ; and in the ordnance of 
6 1,000 1. Thefe augmented demands were occafion- 
ed by the circumftances ef our putting the diftant 
poflcHdions of the country into a ftate of more com- 
plete defence, and were not to be confidered as the 
permanent neceffary expences of the nation; and 
to thefe there were feveral fums to be added, which 
eould not occur again, or at lead could not make 
»a part of our fettled yearly expence : fuch was the 
fum for the relief of the loyafifts, the expence of the 
late armament, and the vote for the payment of the 
debts of his royal highnefs the prince of Wales; thefe 
demands added together amounted to 1,^82,000^1. 
which was to be confidered as extraordinary, and 
confequently to be deducted from the fettled regular 
^(lablUhment of the country. It had been deemed 
4wife to put every part of the Britifli dominions into 
fuch a pofture of defence^y to fecure the bleffings 
•of peace. Notwitbftanding the extraordinary ex- 
fences incurred, the receipts of the country had 
i^Uyanfwered even wforefeendemaiids^ without 
*' deviating 
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deviating from the plan which the legiflaturc had Sj^^xi/' 
adopted for diminifliing the national debt. When v-i^w**-^ 
fucii were the favings in a year of unufusd expence, '^^'* 
as our refources were faft increafing in the exten- 
fion of commerce, and the improvement of revenue, 
wc might moft fairly infer that our financial con- 
cerns were in a ilate of progreifive melioration : it 
might be well argued from probable caufes, that 
fiich a country as England^ blefied with peace, 
muft rapidly increafe in the various conftituents of 
profperity ; that (he did fo, was afcercained from faft 
and experience : he had formed an eftimate from • 

an average of four years: the revenue of 1783 
amounted to ten millions, befides the land and 
malt tax : the revenue of 1787, with the fame ex- 
clufion, aiTiounted to thirteen millions ; the addi* 
tional impofts had not exceeded a million and a half; 
hence th$ other million and a half mud have arifen 
from the fuppreilion of fmuggling; and extenfion 
of trade : he was about foon to adopt farther regula- 
tions for the reftridtions of fraud, and commerce was 
very faft rifing, fo that he augured a much greater 
excefs of receipt beyond expenditure. Mr. Sheri- 
dan, with an ingenuity that evidently furpafled his 
inveftigadon of financial details, endeavoured to con- 
trovert the minifterial ftatements, but did not fuc- 
cee'd. The fupplies granted this year were eighteen 
thoufand feamen, and about twenty thoufand land* 
men, bbfides tbofe who were on foreign fervice ; no 
new taxes were impQfed, but a lottery was ap- 
pointed. The variati; departments of duty, occu- 
pied parliament until the eleventh of July, when 
the houfes were prorogued by a fpeech from the 
Vol. IV. ^ ibrone* 
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throne. His majefty thanked the legiflature for 
their uniforba and diligent attention to the laborious 
I788' fervices of the prefent year. To the houfe of com- 
mons he exprefled peculiar gratitude for the readi- 
nefs and liberality with which they had granted the 
requifite fupplies. Hoftilities had commenced be- 
tween the imperial fovereigns and Turkey, but be 
received the ftrongeft aflurances from the refpedive 
powers of their amicable difpofitions to this country. 
The fecurity and wel&re of his own dominions, and 
the prefervation of the general tranquillity of Eu- 
rope, were the objeds of engagements which he 
. had recently formed with the king of Pruffia and 
the ftates-general. 
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CHAP. XL. 

Affairs of the continent* — OhjeSis of imperial combination.-^ 
Catharine prepares to viftt the Crimea. — Attempts tofeduce 
ihe chrijlian fuhjeSis of Turkey. — At Cherfonjhe meets her 
confederate Jofeph. — State of the Turhifb empire.-^Com^ 
motions in Egypt . — Reafoni which dijpofed Turkey to flrtle 
thefrfi blonv. — Treaty of the pacha with the Mamelukes. 
' ^----Catharine propofes extenftve cefftons by Turkey to Ruffia^ 
as the only means (f fecuring peace. — Turkey indignantly 
r^jeSls thefe claims i — declares war againft Ru/Jia. — Ma^ 
^ififto. — Counter-manifefto of RuJJia.-^Jofeph IL without 
^ny ^provocation joins Rujfta againfi the Turks, — Mighty 
preparations. — Manifeflo of the emperor. ^^Commencement 
of the campaign. — The emperor takes the field. — Generous 
indignation of the Ottomans agatnfi the imperial aggreffor. 
— Wife andjkilful conduB of the vizier. — Military reforms 
of the emperor. — Injudicious and precipitate^ they difgufl his 
'foldiers. — Operations inejfeBual. — Obliged to aBfin the de* 
fenfive.~rhe Turks overrun the Bannat. — Difmay feizes 
the imperial armies. — Operations of Rttffia. — EffeB of the 
aggreffive confederacy on neighbouring flatesy — on Great 
Britain. — Britain refumes her charaBer of the proteElor of 
Eur ope. -^Thwarts the imperious deftgns of Catharine. -^^ 
Ruffians capture Oczakow. — State of Siveden. — hit erf e^* 
^enee of Catharine in the internal affairs of Sweden.^-^At^* 
tempts toflir up revolt againfl Gujlavus.— The king refents 
this conduB.-^War. — Military and naval operations.-*^ 
RefraElory fpifit ofGufiavuis officers. — Defenftve confede* 
racy between Britain^ Prujftay and the jlates^general."-^ 
Principles of ibis treaty. '-^Different view,s of Mejfrs. Fon 
and Pitt on this fcheme of alliance. ^^Internal occurrences^ 
-'^Retirement of lord Mansfield from the Kin^ s^Bench.^^ 
Momentous improvements during his judicial fupremacy^ 
jtfpecially in mercantile lavx. — StriB and liberal interpreters 
of the law have their refpeBive advantages and dfadvan" 
& 'X tages.^^ 
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fages* — Lord Mansfield ef the lattir hind.-^PrincipU of 
his decifiom in undefined and unprecedented cafes. — The 
Jtiftinian of Engltfb commercial Unu.^-^eneral cbaraBer. 

CHAP. 'T'HE attention of Europe was at this time princi* 
^ pally occupied by the conduct and operations 
of its eaftern powers. The conJFederacy between 
Auftria and Ruflia^ originating in the caufes and 
direfbed to the objeds which have been already 
commemorated, had been long engaged in maturing 
Object of its plans. Ever (ince the conqueft of the Crimea, 
€mm^* Catharine was occupied in desultory war with the 
Tartar tribes, adjoining her frontiers. Immenfely 
fuperior as the Ruffians were in force and difciplihe 
to thefe hordes, yet rapid irruptions annoyed thofe 
who could have eafily repelled regular warfare. 
Gatharinis propofed either to conciliate the hoftile 
Tartars by proffered kindnefs, to dazzk them by 
dirplayed magnificence, or to intimidate ihem by 
manifefted power*. The redudion, however, or pa- 
cification of thefe hordes was but t fmall part of 
the mighty defigns, to promote which (be deen^d 
It ei^edient to vifit her late acquifition the Cherfon. 
This journey, planned in* 1786, was executed in 
1787, but before that time the Tartars produced a 
change in her original intention. As foon as the 
intended progrefs was known, and its believed ob* 
jed was reported, inftead of either dazzling or ter- 
rifying the Tartars, it became a fignal of general 
and immediate dagger, to cement their union, in 
the ftrongeft manner, and urge them to thegreateft 
J^offible exertion, and determined r^fiflance. Ca- 
tharine diminiflied a confiderable part of iier def« 

• Hiftory of ttc Ktlgn of Catharixxe, vol. is book x. 
• tined 
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tined f^IendoTj when not likely to anfwer her pur- c » a.p». 
pofe, and a great portion of her military force^ ^^^^.r^m^ 
whinh, in the war with the Tartars, could be fo Catharine 
much more ufefully employed elfewhere; flie ftill J^fiJ^^r^ 
had various purpofes to accomplifli, by vifiting the Crimea. 
confines of her own and the Turkifh empire. She sheattempta 
had employed by her agents very ikilful, inceflant, Ihe'chrmiaa 
and extenfive efforts, to feducethe chriftian fqb- T^^^f 
je&s of the Ottoman Porte. Miftrefs of the prin* 
cipal country in which the Grecian faith prevails, ' * 

flie bad declared herfelf the friend and protedrefs 
of the Greek church in all parts of the world ; her 
partisans were very numerous in the heart of the 
Turki(h empire, and (he did not doubt, by a near, 
approach, to ftimylate their zeal, and roufe them 
to fchemes of ready co*operation *• Aware of th^ 
imbecility of her fon and h^ir, (he had reded the 
hopes of talents, fimilar to her own, on th^ puerile 
promife of her two grandfons. The fecond of thefe 
pri9ces received the name of Conftantihe, was 
dreffed and educated from his childhood according 
to the manner of the Greeks, and always attended 
by a guard of Grecian youth, who were formed into 
% corps for that purpofe : in fhort, ihe endeavoured 
to esccite the wi^ies and hopes of the Greek chrif- 
tians, that the empire of the eaft ihould be reftored 
under a prince who We the name of its founder. 
This youth (he propofed to carry with her to the 
frontiers of Turkey, but indifpofition prevented his 
attendance ; (be farther defigned to infped her new 
dominions, to eftimate their value, both as adua) 
pofleffions, and the means of farther acquifuion. 
While the emprefs thus purfued her grand projed, 

• &e Annual Regiftcr, 1787. 

S3 (he 
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flie was anxious to concert meafures with Jofepfe^ 
at once her confederate and tool ; and for that pur** 
. lZ^?!r pofc invited him to meet her at Chcrfon : the king 
At meets of Poland too was preient at this congrefs. Though 
rtte*jofeph.' Staniflaus was far from being able to yield aftive 
afliftance to the confederates, yet, by the pofitioil of 
his kingdom, he could afford the two empires im- 
portant aid againft the Ottomans, by enabling them 
to unite their force, and a£t in perfect concert along 
the whole line of frontier belonging to European 
Turkey. At this congrefs the fyftem of aggreffion 
appears to have been completely adjufted, although 
farther preparations were refolved before it (hould 
aftually commence, 

Meanwhile, report had carried to Conftantinopk 
the intended progrefs to the Cherfon, and had re» 
prefented with her ufual exaggeration the fuperb 
fplendor which was originally defigned. Catharine, 
it was faid, was about to be crowned emprefs of 
Taurida, and to be declared proteftrefs or auto- 
cratrix of the nations of Tartars*. A chriftian was, 
by oftentatious triumph, to infult muflfulmen, whom 
(he had outraged by ufurpation. Were Turks fo 
degenerate from their anc^ftors, as to fuffer fuch 
infolence and fpoliations with impunity ? Were 
thofe Ottomans. who had kept the whole chriftian 
world in awe, now to be trampled by a power, till 
within this century fcarcely known in Europe? 
Thefe tonfiderations influenced the Turks to hofti- 
Hties, in which they might have appeared precipi- 
tate, if it had not been evident that they fpeedily 
cither muft attack or be attacked themfelves. War 

• Annual Regifter, 1786., 
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was now, undoubtedly, the purpofc of Catharine c h^p.,, 
and Jofeph : the queftion, therefore, with the Turks v^*^v-^w 
was, which was the wifeft time for commencement ? ^^^^^ 
Various circumftances in the fituation of the Turk- state oF the 
ifli empire were unfavourable to war : m the norths empire. 
em part of the grand feignior's territories the in- 
fluence of the Ruffians was not only generally 
great, but confpiracies were with (trong reafon fu& 
peded to have been formed by the governors of 
the two principal provinces, Moldavia and Walla- 
chia, to join the combined empires. In the eaft 
the prince of Georgia had renounced his alle- 
giance, and even made fuccefsful inroads into Afia 
Minor. The Perfians attempted hoftilities on the 
fide of Baffora. In the fouth, the turbulent beys Commotio 
involved Egypt in civil commotions *. Thefe infur- ''^ ^^^p^* 
regions were believed to have been fomented by the 
Ruffian conful at Alexandria, and were headed by 
Murat Bey, a Mameluke chieftain. The dreadful 
conteQs almofl: defolated that fertile country before 
any affiftance could arrive from Conflantinople. 
Haffan Bey, the grand admiral of the Turkifb em* 
pire, being confalted, formed a projefl: for not only 
crufliing the prefent infurreflion, but annihilating 
as a feparate clafs the Mamelukes, whofe ferocity 
and rapacity had fo long oppreiTed and plundered 
Egypt; and for this purpofe to extinguifh the order 
of the beys which had headed and diredled thefe 
outrages. When this eflential refolution fhould 
be efieded, be intended to divide the country intq 
five didind governments> under the immediate au- 
thority of the Porte, and all the officers of its new ^ 

* See Annual llegifter 1786, chap, viii, 

S 4 appoint-* 
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en AT. Appointment. An armament, comprehending twtf 
s^^J!^^ ftrong fleets, twenty thoufand land forces, with a 
«7tt. train of artillery, plentifully fupplied with ftorcs and 
proviiions, and equipc with equal fecrecy and dif- 
patch, arrived at Rofetta before the rebellious beys had 
entertained the fmalleft cpnception of fuch a defign. 
The pacha immediately marched againft the Mame- 
lukes, waiting to receive him with a more numerous 
army. After being repeatedly fuperior, he gained 
one decisive vidlory at Grand Cairo, made himfelf 
nailer of all lower Egypt, compelled the rebel 
chieftains to fly into upper, and was preparing to 
purfue them into thpfe regions, with the confident 
expedation of completely accomplifliing bis defign. 
The fituation of the beys now appeared defperate, 
and another year probably would have enabled the 
pacha to overthrow the Mameluke power. Should 
hoftilities commence with Ruflia and Germany, 
the whole force of Turkey mufl: be exerted againft 
ihefe formidable enemies ; the pacha and his army 
muft be immediately recalled : a declaration of war, 
therefore, was a neceflary derelifUon of the pacha's 
projed, when it was about to be crowned with 
complete fuccefs. On this view, policy appeared to 
dilate that war fliould, if poflible, be deferred ; on 
the other hand, befides the general advantage from 
ftriking the firft* blow, there wfere fpecial reafons 
of confiderable weight for anticipating the certain 
intentions of the chriftian empires. Catharine> con* 
ceiving the time of beginning the war to depend 
upon herfelf and her ally, had not been hafty in 
preparatiori, and was at prefent chiefly occupied in 
providing for her own fecurity in the north and 
weft, before flie, with her confederate, proceeded 

5 to 
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to Invade the fecurity of her neighbour in the fouth chap. 
and eaft. Engaged in negociation with the poweit -^-^-x^ 
in the weftern vicinity of her capital, and not in- 'r^t* ' 
tending to go to war during that campaign, ihe 
had fuffered her military equipments to proceed 
flo wly . Her finances were by no means in a condition 
favourable to the increafed demands of hoftilities ; 
ihe had been greatly exhaufted by the former war : 
and though her projeAs and improvements might 
ultimately tend to enrich her country, yet her 
eftabltfliments, both for fplendor and for force, to- 
gether with her profufe largeffes to her favourites \ 
or at their inftance, were extremely expenfive ; and 
her prefent. expenditure actually exceeded her pre* 
fent income. 

The fultan had beheld with mod indignant re* Reafont 
ientment the ambitious ufurpation of Ruflia ; ^fefrltf- 
froni her invafion of the Crimea, he appealed with J^Vfi^ft'*** 
fuccefs to his fubje£ls, both as Turks and mufiul- i>!ow, 
men, on, the treatment which he had received; he 
aroufed their patriotifm, and their religious en« 
thufiafm ; animated by fuch incentives, he trufted 
that their native courage would operate, and that 
the ability of the pacha, aided and fupported by 
other officers, would give it difcipline and direction t 
great weftern powers, he not only inferred froni 
their policy, but knew from their aflurances, would 
intereft themfelvcs in a conteft fo materially afFefl:; 
ing the balance of EuropCj^ which they had ever 
been fo anxious to preferve. The vaft acceffion of 
treafure from the capture of Cairo, the depofitory 
pf Mameluke riches in addition to their ufual 

♦ Memoirs of (llatliarine, fiqfftm* 

rcvenuej 
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CHAP, revenue, placed the Turkifli finances in a flourifit-' 
^..^.-L^ ing ftate ♦. From the fituation of his enemy^ the 
^ ir'S- ftate of his own refources, and, beyond all> the fpirit 
which diifufed itfelf through bis people, notwith- 
(landing the fucceifes of his armies in Egypt, be 
r^folved immediately to withdraw them from the 
fouth, and employ them in ftriking the firfl; blov^ 
againfl: the autocratrix of the north. The grand 
pacha, hearing from Conftantinople that his talents 
and military force might be required elfewhere, la- 
mented the caufe, but did not repine at the order ; 
and fince he could no longer hope to fubvert the 
Mamelukes, endeavoured to avail himfelf, as much 
as poflible^ of the advantages which they mud ftil) 
retain. In thefe circumftances he difcovered poU« 
tical ability not inferior to his military; he cau- 
tioufly concealed both his intention of leaving 
Egypt and its caufe, and intimated to the beys, 
Tr«|y of that, though, as they themfelves muft be fenfible, 
lith 'the* his power was able to effect their fpeedy deftrudiion, 
Jlfk^r y^^ ^^^ mafler and he would more willingly difpenfq 
pardon than punifliment. The Mamelukes gladly 
liftened to thefe overtures, and entered into a ne- 
gociation, in which the pacha fo completely wrought 
upon their fears, that he compelled them to pur- 
chafe, with their ftill remaining treafures, the for- 
bearance of a war which he had previoufly deter^ 
mined to abandon. Haffan, having thus defpoiled 
and reduced the revolters, returned to Conftanti- 
liople with fuch treafures as had not been brought 
(hither for many years, and were alone fuiHcient tQ 

* Annual Regifter, 1788, phap. i. . 
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invigorate all the preparations for war. The coiu 
du£t of the Ruilian minifters at the Turkifh capital 
fince the laft peace, had been haughty and imperi- 
ous, without exciting any ftrong expreflions of re- 
fefitment on the part of the Ottomans. Bulgakow, Catharine 
the ambaffador, having been called to attend his ?JXe cc^* 
miftrefs at Cherfon, on his return repeated a fet of ^l"ktj to 
propofitions * which were laid down by the emprefs ^^^®*j ■• 
as the bafis of a new treaty, and as the only means of means of 
eftabliftiing on a permanent footing the tranquillity of p^"^"* 
both empires. The general principle of the propofed 
contraft was, the mod extenfive and important cef- 
fions to Ruffia by Turkey, without any equivalent ; 
indeed a furrender of a great part of a territory. 
So di^atorial and infolent a propofal was imme* THrkey m. 
diately rejeded ; the divan, not fatisfied with this tifcaTlhofe 

claims. 

• They iBcluded, befides the admiffion of a Ruffian conful 

at the port of Varna, within a hundred and twenty mU^s 

of Conftantinople, which had long been an obje£l of 'much 

folicitude, a total renunciation of the fovereignty of Georgia } 

whichj as that ill-defined denomination of territory might be 

extende4 to all the neighbouring countries, as well as to Min- 

grelia, would have afforded fandlion to all the paft and future 

encroachments of Ruffia on that fide. Another propofed* 

copdition, and (lill harder to be admitted^ was a new fettle- 

ment of the provinces of Moldavia and Wallachia, by which 

their governors, generally called in Europe princes, were to 

kold then^ by hereditary fucceffion, and in a great meafure 

independent of the Porte. But the mod fmgular claim, per^ 

''haps, of anyj, was that upon Bftflarabia, which, .as having 

once belonged to the Tartar khans, Ruffia now demanded ; 

a principle of no very limited operation, and wtich, if pur- 

fued to its full length, would have made the ufurpation of 

the Crimea a lawfivl title to all the conquefts ©f Tamerlane* 

Aonual Regifter, 1788, p. 9. 

abfolute 
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CHAP, abfolutc refufiil, propofed a fct of conditions, not 
^^^y"^ only as the balis of a treaty, but as the only means 
'7*^' for preferving peace. The leading article was the 
^ reftoration of the Crimea, that had been ufurped by 
Ruffia, with others of a fimilar nature; and produ* 
cing a written inftrument, which contained the prof- 
fered terms, they required the Ruffian to fign them 
on the fpot. Bulgakow declared his incapability of 
fubfcribing any conditions, without exprefs orders 
from his miftrefs, and defired time for receiving in- 
ftruftions concerning fome of the articles : but re- 
fpeSing the Crimea, he avowed, that he could not 
venture to mention fuch a propiofal to his foyereign j 
and that he well knew, in no fortune, and in no 
circumftances whatever, could flie ever be reduced 
to relinquiOi the fovereignty of that country. A 
barbarous cuflom prevailed under Turkifh igno« 
ranee and Jefpotifm, of imprifoning foreign ambaf. 
fadors on a rupture with their principals ; accor- 
dingly, Bulgakow was fent to a cadte with feven 
towers, allotted to alleged offenders againfl the 
ftate : but he was treated with much more indut* 
gence than former captives in fuch circumftances 
iBd deciiftl had there experienced. Two days after, on the 
|iuffir° eighteenth of Auguft 1787, war was declared 
Idaaifefta againft Ruflia. The manifefto 'prefented to the 
chriftian ambajTadors, ftated the good faith * and 
the ftrift attention to^ the terms of the treaty of 
Kainardgi, which the grand feignior had uniformly 
obferved^ and to this condii£t contrafted the con* 
tinned violation of the nioft fo^einn 'conYent;io^s by 

t Sec S^at;c ?2^p?rs, Augaft ^4, I78fi. 
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l^ufiia. The emprefs had inftigated the prince of c h a p. 
Georgia to teb^Uion, and fupported him by her .^.^^,.^ 
troops againft the fultan his fovereign: (he had' *7«^ 
deprived the inhabitants of Oczakow of the benefit 
of the fait mines, which not only from time im» 
memorial had been open to them, but which were 
exprefsly ftipulated by treaty to be held in com- 
mon by both nations. Ruffia, through het* agents, 
had endeavoured to corrupt and feduce the fub- 
jefts of the Porte: (he conftantly interfered in the 
internal policy of the Turki(h empire, and prefumed 
to diftate to the fultan, infomuch that when the 
pachas, governors, or judges, by a faithful difcharge 
of their duty, difpleafed her, (he arrogantly de* 
manded their removal or punifhment. The com* 
plaints in the manifefto refpecling commerce were 
equally numerous ; and* the whole detail ende^«> 
voured to efl:abli(h, and in many cafes with fuccefs, 
a fpirit of encroachment, rapacity, ufurpation, smd 
infolence, on the • part, of Ruflia. The court of 
Peterlburgh had regarded Turkey with fo much 
contempt, as to entertain not only no apprehen(ion, 
but no idea that they would commence hoftilities, 
aqd received the manifefto with aftoni(hment« 
The counter-manifefto * was expreffed in that lofty counter. 
ftyle which Ruflia had ufed fmce the peace ctf "J^^^^***^ 
^inardgi ; and reprefented Turkey as holding all 
which fte poScGed by her merciful botmty exer- , 
cifed at that treaty : it repeated her former juilifi* 
cation of her conduft refpeding the Crimea, and, 
vindicating in detail her own afts, endeavoured in 

* See StaU Papers* Sept. 13, lySy* 

ihc 
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CHAP, (he ufual tenor of fuch productions, or where af gd^ 
\-^..-w iTient was wanting, by bold affertion to throw the 
»7**- blame upon her adverfary. As the feafon of 1787 
was fo far advanced before hoftilities began, no 
very importjint operations took place. The Turks 
made feveral attempts on Ruffian fortreffes, but 
were not fuccefsful. The Ruffians contented 
themfelves with defenfivc efFoits; referving of- 
fenfive exertions for the next campaign. Du- 
ring the winter the French and Spanifli am- 
baifadors made feveral attempts to mediate be- 
tween tKe belligerent powers, and to procure an 
armiftice. The grand vizier declared the propo* 
fal to be totally inadmiffible, from its affording 
every advantage to Ruffia, and none to the Porte : 
their perfidious enemy, whofe rap^icity and am* 
bition were infatiable, wOuld gladly put them off 
their guard, and amufe them with a negociatioa 
jofeph n. until her preparations were complete. The Porte 
voS''' now demanded of the Imperial ambaffador, what 
r'iSnft Tur* P^^^ ^^® mafter intended to take in the war ? That 
i"y. rainifter, having applied for the emperor's inftruc- 

lions, anfwered by his prince's directions, that his 
Imperial majefty, as the friend and ally of RuiSs, 
was bound by treaty to furnilh her with eiglity- 
thoufand men, in cafe of war ; that if the Porte 
ihould confider this engagement as an a£t of hofli- 
lity, he was prepared to abide the confequences ; 
but, on the contrary, if they Ihotild choofe to main* 
tain the good underftajiding which fubfifted be* 
tween the two empires, he would with pleafure un- 
dertake the office of mediator, i;i order to prevent 
the effufion of blood. 

Great 
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Great preparations were made in all parts of the 
emperor's dominions : four armies were ordered to 
be affembled ; one at Carlftadt in Croatia, under H;/]^*^g;^ 
the command of general de Vins; another at preparauong, 
Petierwaradin in Hungary, commanded by general. 
Langloisn a third on the borders of Lithuania, un- 
der general Febris j and the fourith in the Buc- 
cowine, headed by the prince of Saxe-Coburg* 
On the tenth of February 1788, the emperor de- Manifefto 
clared war againft Turkey; jn his manifefto* °^^^^*"*- 
there is not a fingle fentence afferting the leaft 
ground of complaint from Auftria on her own ac« 
count : the whole, pretext is, that the Porte had not 
acceded to the reafonable rcquifitions of the emprefs 
of RufHa, and had maltreated her envoy ; that by 
this condud the Porte had manifefted hoftile difpo* 
fition to the emperor, who was in alliance with the 
emprefs of Ruffia. *' The Porte (fays this manifefto) 
wece not unacquainted with the Arid bonds of amitf 
and alliance which unite the courts of Vienna and 
Petcrfburgh: of this occurrence they were informed, 
ajg well by verbal infmuation, as by a memorial pre- 
fented towards the clofe of the year 1783. This 
was accompanied with an energetic reprefentation 
of the nature of this alliance, and the danger of 
encountering its force : the Ottoman court have, 
therefore, themfelves only to blame, if the emperor, 
after being for many years employed in the prefer- 
vation of peace, and in his endeavours to live with 
-them on the befl: terms, and after having feized 
upon every opportunity of amicable intervention, 

* See State Paper?, Feb: IQ^ 1788." 
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finds himfelf at length obliged by their conduft to 
comply with his engagements to the emprefs, and 
take a part in the war into which (he finds herfelf fo 
forcibly drawn." Such were the principles of mo- 
rals exhibited in the emperor's declared reafons 
- for a rupture with the Turks, from whom he did 
not allege that either he or his fubjefts had re- 
ceived the flighteft provocation. He went to war 
with an unoffending nation, and plunged his own 
country in all the evils of hodilities, that he might 
fight the battles of tt^e emprefs of Ruflia* 
Commence. Bcforc his declaration he bee-an his enmity by an 

ment of the ^ j j 

ineffeftual attempt to furprife Belgrade, which be- 
lieved itfelf to be ftill in a (late of peace-; fix chofen 
regiments of imperial infantry were, at a feafon of 
peace, difpatched in two divifions to attack this 
fortrefs : by fome failure in the time and place of 
rendezvous, the one body did not arrive fpeedily 
enough to affift the other : the firft detachment 
formed under the fire of the garrifon and town, 
without any profpeft of being joined by the fecond. 
The Turkifli governor was well prepared for their 
reception, and with great coolnefs fent a polite mef- 
fage to the Auftrian commander, exprefling his fur- 
prife at feeing, in a feafon of profound peace, fuch 
an appearance of troops on their territory, and in 
the precindls of a fortified city ; only requiring far- 
ther to know ihe caufe or motive of their commg. 
The Auftrian leader anfwered, that hearing a party 
of Turks was preparing to furprife the neigbouring 
city of Semlin, he had advanced to counteraft their 
fcheme; but that, finding himfelf miftaken, ho^ 
would withdraw his troops. Though the excufe 
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was accepted, yet confcious of their own kitentiow,. <i h a i^ 

and afraid that the moderation of the Turks was , ...^^^ 

only affefted, the Imperialifts croffed the Saave with .'78?- 
great precipitation, and loft a confiderable number 
of men. An attempt of the fame kind was, be- 
fore the termination of the peace, made by the Auf- 
trians upon the frontier fortrefs of Turkifli Gradif- 
ca: this place they endeavoured to take by affaultj '». 

but were repulfed with the lofs of at leaft five hun- 
dred men killed and wounded. 

War being now declared, both parties made difc 
pofitions for regularly commencing the campaign^ 
The emperor applied to the court of Warfaw for 
leave to pafs through the Polifli dominions, if ^ re- 
quifite, in order to form a junftion with the Ruf- 
fians. The king and permanent council replied, 
that they had no power to grant the paffage de- 
manded, as it entirely depended on the general diet. 
The emperor had intended to force a paffage, if 
refufedj but found it expedient to change his refo- 
lution. He alfo requeftcd the confent of the Ve- 
netians to a Ruffian fleet to be received into their 
harbours, but his rcquifition was abfolutely tefufed. 
Kotwithftandtng thefe difappointments, the Imperial 
troops took the field. The emperor joined his Theempe. 
principal army about the middle of April, being on [heaew! 
the fouth fide of 'the Danube, and about to inveft 
the fmall fortrefs of Schabatz in Servia. The lu- 
veftment was deferred until the emperor's arrival, 
that he might have his (bare of the, military glory 
that would accrue from fuch an atchievement. 
The place was obvioufly incapable of refiftance,- 
and was eafily captured* The triumph of this 
Vol. IV. T viftory. 
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Tiftory, hoTvever, was foon balanced by a check 
tjrhich prince Lichtenftein's army received about 
»78«- the fame time at Dubicza. That prince having 
carried on his approaches regularly againft the for- 
trefs, and made a breach, which he deemed prafti- 
Cciiereos cable, rcfolved to attempt it by ftorm. The ani- 
ofiheot" mofity of the Turks was vehemently enflamed 
JJ2nft the againft the Auftrians : in their eftimation the em- 
J|^»^ H' |5cror was an officious intermedler in quarrels which 
did not concern him or his territories ; he endea- 
vduredito take advantage of their recent mif- 
(brtunes, and without provocation to infult and 
defpoil thofe whom he conceived unable to refill 
hi& power : they confidered him as invading thetn 
Without even any pretence of wrongj or any other 
motives than thofe of a /obber and common enemy 
to mankind : they were infpired with generous ea- 
gernefs to make fo flagrant aggrefiion recoil on the 
head of its author. This indignant fpirit, fo merited 
by its objeft, pervaded all ranks of the Turkifli 
hoft ; invigorated their efforts againft the Imperial 
armies, during the whole campaign ; and turned up- 
on the offender that defeat and difaftcr, which he 
had projedled againft thofe who were doing him no 
wrong. The garrifon of Dubicza, being reinforced 
before the affault was attempted, inftead of waiting 
for the enemy, threw open their gates, and rufliing 
out, attacked tlfe intrenchments, forced them fword 
in hand, and compelled the foes to raife the fiege 
with the lofs of two thoufand men *. The grand 
vizier, who commanded the principal army in Bui- 

* See Annual- R^gifter 17SS, chap. it. 
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garia and SiHftria, was a man of very vigorous abi- chap. 
Hties : he knew the troops under his command, v^-^,.-,^ 
and the enemy with which he had to cope: re- ^^J/JJk 
viewing the hiftory of former wars, and the relative *''^»»» wn- 
charafter of the contending forces, he faw that, visicr. 
fince the art of war^in chriftian countries had been 
reduced into a regular fyftem, the Turks, devoid 
of difcipline, were generally unfuccefsful, through 
a prevalent impolicy of hazarding pitched battles, 
which depended chiefly, upon taftical Ikill; hc^ 
therefore, rcfolved to purfue a plan mucti more 
adapted to his materials: fierce /as the Ottomans 
were in natural courage, ftimulated by ftrong in- 
centives, and animated by partial fuccefles, he was 
fully aware that they were very much inferior to Ger- 
man difcipline ; he, therefore, refolved not to hazard 
a general engagement, unlefs abfolutely neceflary, 
but to employ the energy of his forces in attacks 
on pods and detachments, in which the difciplina 
of the enemy could be of little avail. This mode 
of warfare would give full fcope to the qualities in 
which the Turks excelled, and preVent the effeftual 
operation of thofe in which thdir energy was fo fii- 
perior : he thus intended to train his troops to obe-' 
dtence, difcipline, and military, fkrll, to give them 
continual opportunities of iignafizing their valour 
in ejicounters with the enemy ; a^d gradually to 
approach to decifive combat, as he found his forces 
ittcteafe in tafUcal knowledge and efficiency. While Muittfy i«» 
<hc inventive mind of the grand vizier was exerting Im^^ . 
itfelf in dcvifing changes neceffary for his objeft, 
and thus improving the means entrufted to his dU 
redion, the vifionary fancy, and flimfy underftand- 
ing of Jofeph, was occupied in projeds of reform, 

T2 which 
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which tended to render his materials worfe inftead 
of better. Applying to military fubjefts the fame 
general principle which diftinMifhed his civil go- 
vernment, thai change is iwprovement^ he contrived 
a variety of innovations, far from being conducive 
to the purpofes of war, and really inimical to fuc- 
cefs, becaufe they difgufted his foldiers. After 
having profufely laviflied his treafures in equipping 
mighty armies to fight the battles of another, he 
endeavoured to exert his oeconomy by making hard 
bargains with dealers in corn and cattle, contrived 
pew modes of fupplying his troops with neceffariesj 
and by thefe reforms reduced his armies, before the 
clofe of the campaign, to the greateft fcarcity, 
diftrefs, and confequently difcontent *. 

The firft confiderable battle which took place 
after Dubicza, arofe frorn an attack made by the 
Turks, on the prince of Baxe-Coburg ; and though, 
after a furious conteft, they were repulfed by the 
arrival of an Auftrian reinforcement, *yet they, 
being joined by frefh troops, renewed the engage- 
ment: for feveral fuccefiive days they fought with 
various fortune ; but the Turks aftonifted the Auf- 
irians by their furious valour : with their fpears 
they did not fear to meet hand to hand, the enemy 
with their guns and bayonets^ and fliewed them- 
felves unappalled by the formidable artillery to 
which the Germans fo much trufted. The Auf- 
triaris had commenced the campaign with a tho- 
rough contempt of their adverfaries, and a confi- 
dent expedation, that the only difficulty they had to 
encounter would be from the fpced of the enemy's 



♦ See Annual Regifter 17S8. 
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flight, but they now underwent a tQtal change of ^ h a ^ ^ 
opinion and fentiment, and by a natural tranfition .^.^.L^ 
regarded their foes as the moft terrible of^mankind. "7«^- 
Diflike to the war againft an enemy who had been 
fo much miftaken, and difcontent on account of 
the emperor's innovations, was ftrongly enhanced 
by the refentment which they entertained againft the 
RulSans for not co operating with the Auftrian 
eflForts : the .emperor himfelf was frritated at the 
commencement of the war, fo different from his fan- 
guine hopes, and, indeed, confident declarations, 
and determined to venture on an exploit which 
had been held out as the firft objeft of the cam- 
paign ; this was the fiege of Belgrade ; he accor^^ 
dingly adopted meafures for fpeedily carrying the 
projeft into execution. The vizier, with an army 
of eighty-thoufand men, advanced co the relief of 
this moft important fortrefs, and occupied a ftrong 
pofition, covered by the Danube in front, Belgrade 
and the Saave on the left, the fortrefs of Orfova on 
his right, and garrifons on his rear. The Imperial OMiged t«> 
army, inftead of perfevering' in their defign upon Jcfeaavc!* 
Belgrade, returned to Semlin; and the invaders 
afted avowedly upon the. dcfenfive: various en- 
counters took place, in which great numbers were 
flain on both fides ; but the lofs of the Auftrians 
was the greater. Befides war, the Germans had to 
contend with a ftill more dreadful enemy in a pefti- 
lential fever, very frequent in the Danubian lower 
prpvinces, and moft deftruftive to armies which 
come from higher and more healthy countries ; 
the inafttve indolence, under which ^he grand army 
Janguiflied at Semlin, added to this diftemper : as ' 

T 3 the 
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CHAP, the feafon adyanced to the ficklinefs of aotuinii^ 
s^^ ..^^ the mortality became more dreadful ; and before 
»7**- the clofe of the campaign, at leaft the half of 
one of the fineft armies that ever marched from the 
Auftrian dominions, without performing a (ingle 
exploit of any note, perifhed, partly by the fword, 
but chiefly by difeafe. 

On the fide of the Buccovine, where the prince 
of Coburg commanded, the war langiiiflied in the 
l^cginning of the campaign, from the failure of the 
Ruffians in efFeding a junction. I'he objeA of the 
confederates on that fide was to inveft the fort- 
refs of Choczim; and a body of Ruffian forces 
arriving, at length, in the beginning of July, pre- 
parations were made for the fiege : the atrei«>pt was 
greatly facilitated by the governor of Moldavia, 
who, having been before corrupted by the Ruffians, 
treacheroufly 'furrendered the country on the firft 
approach of the enemy. The combined generals 
conceived the redu£bion of Choczim would imme- 
diately follow the inveftment ; but they were mif- 
taken : the feraikier, who commanded the garrifoD, 
conduded his defence with , fuch intrepidity and 
(kill, that, after undergoing the fevered hardffiips 
for upwards of two months, he, at laft, on the 
twenty-ninth of September, obtained a moft ho- 
nourable capitulation. The capture of Chocaoi 
clofed the campaign on the frontiers of Poland* 
The army third in force employed by the emperofy 
was that which aded on the fide of Croatia^ aod 
had been compelled to raife the fiege of Dubicza* 
Prince Lichtenflein's bad health having con^Ue4 
him to refign the command^ he was &c^$a4ed by 

marihal 
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marfhal JLaudehn : xuxder this veteran afficer the 
4.uftrians9 dejeded by the difappoijitKnei^t, both of 
the fecondary and principal armies, began to recb- 'y*'* 
ver their vigour and confidence- Laudohn made 
^ fecond attempt upon Dubicza, which after a very 
gallant defence he compelled to furrender : he af- 
terwards inverted the fortrefs of Novi, which in the 
month of Oftober capitulated. He propofed to 
clofe the campaign by the reduftion of Gradifca, 
after Belgrade, the principal fortrefs on the north- 
weft frontier of Turkey, but from the ftrength of 
the place, and the autumnal rains, was compelled 
to raife the fiege. General Fabre, with the fourth 
army, contended with the Turks on the bprders of 
Tranfylvania, where, being obliged to ad in the de* 
fenfive, after many bloody contefts, he was fo far 
fuccefsful as to prevent the enemy from penetrating 
into the country. The grand vizier, inftead of 
imitating the quiefcent example of the emperor's 
army at Siemlin, was adive in annoying the domi- 
nions of the invader. One of the moft fertile por- 
tions of lower Hungary is the Bannat of Temifwar, 
divided by the Danube from the Turkifti Servia, 
and the fortrefs of Belgr^ide. The vizier made 
bridges over the river, and fent great detachments, 
that he might either defolate and defpoil fo rich a 
tra£b of the enemy's country, or compel the empe- 
rcMT to leave Semlin for the protection of the Ban- 
nat, andkhus expofe his enfeebled army to the con- . 
tinual attacks of the Turkifli cavalry, in a dry, firm, 
imdopen country. The Bannat is $i*tra£):, which j 
from the ftrength of its capital, and its vicinity to 
^b^ ftrpng poft^ in the mountains of Tranfylvania, 
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is>cxtremely difficult to be conquered ; but having 
no other fortrcfs of note, befides Temifwar, it is 
eafy to be over-rpn by any army that commands 
the field, and is fecure on the fide of the Danube ; 
therefore the vizier wifely refolved not to attempt 
the conqueft, which would be operofe and ulti- 
mately unproduftive, but to over-run the country, 
from which the advantage to hiinfelf would be im- 
mediate, by the extreme fertility and high cultiva- 
tion of the province, and the diftrefs to the enemy 
would be grievous and ruinous: he accordingly 
put his defign in execution, invaded the Bannat, 
and fpread defolation wherever he went. 

Terror and difmay pervaded the Imperial armies 
and provinces, and even Vienna itfelf, when they 
found that, inftead of thofe conquefts for which the 
war had been undertaken, the richeft dominions of 
the aggreffor were now feized by the defender : they 
conceived that, inftead of Conftantinople, Vienna 
might again be the fcene ofattack. The emperor, as 
the vizier had forefeen, fent troops to the relief of hfs 
province ; and a large divifion of the grand army 
was attacked by the Turks on the eighth of Auguft 
with fuch fury, at Orfova, near the northern bank 
of the Danube, that they were defeated, and a 
dreadful flaughter enfued. The emperor now 
thought it neceffary to quit his camp at Semlin, and 
march- northward to cover Temifwar, and fecure 
his communication with his forces in Tranfylvania* 
The vizier being reinforced with large bodies of 
troops, clofdy followed his enemy : feveral en- 
gagements took place, in one of which the Auftrians 
were defeated with the lofs of no leXs than five 

th<)ufan4 
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thoufand men, and were obliged to abandon tlieir c k a p, 
camf) with terror and diforder, and the remainder ^-i^-^^ 
of the forces took refuge in Temifwar and Tranfyl- *7^^ 
vania. The autumnal rains having fet in with un- 
common violence, the vizier found, that to keep the 
field would be ruinous to his troops, as little inured 
to the extreme cold and wet, as their enemies were 
to the extremes of heat ; and now that he had 
effefted his purpofe of doubly annoying the foe, 
by defpoiling his richeft territory, and defeating 
hisi ftrongeft armyV he re-crofled the Danube, and 
returned to Belgrade. At Conftantinople, great 
as was their joy foi^ the viOories of the vizier, both 
the people and court were much, difpleafed with 
the evacuation of the Bannat. The fultan, not- 
withftanding his condition, fo very unfavourable 
to either intelleftual or moral excellence, was really 
a prince of fagacity, prudence and moderation. He 
perfeftly comprehended the policy of his officer, its 
reafons and motives, and did juftice to both. The 
emperor in November returned to Vienna j having, 
for fuch immenfe expences, and lofles, of this very 
bloody and deftruflive campaign, the ruin of fo 
valuable a province, acquired three fortreffes of little 
fignificance. Such were to Jofeph the firft year's 
confequences of unprovoked aggreffion. 

The preparations of the emperor had been form- OpcratioM 
edi in the reliance that a very ftrong force from ^''^*®*' 
Ruflia would co-operate with him on the Danube. 
Such had been the plan concerted between the* Im- 
perial courts, and fuch, as we have feen, the failure 
of the execution. The emprefs of Ruffia, in feek- 
ing the alliance of Jofeph, had confidered her own 
• advantage 
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tirsntzge folely, without any regard to the intereft 
of her confederate :. (he deemed him a powerful 
'7«*- fool, whom, by working on his weakneis, vanity, 
and ambition, (he could apply to her own ufe: {he 
bad left him to promote her views at his expence, 
by weakening her enemy on one fide, while (he 
(bould direft her efforts to her own fole benefit on 
the other. Jofeph was defeated ; and laviflied the 
blood and treafure of his fubjefls, without any ad* 
vantage to Auftria } neverthelefs, he thereby effec- 
tually ferved Ruffia : he employed the chief Turk* 
lib force, and by his difaders, incurred with fuch 
ilruggleSs facilitated her acquifuions. Her firft ob« 
je& was to enlarge and lecure her pofleilicHis on the 
Black Sea, and to form fuch a body of power as 
could not hereafter be (haken. From the immenfe 
extent of her dominions, much time mud necefla- 
rily elapfe before her armies, fpread through the 
interior country, could reach the frontiers. She, 
rneanwhile, cquipt a powerful fleet, deftined for the 
Mediterranean, and another naval armament for 
the Black Sea. In the former war fhe had expe- 
rienced no hoflile oppofition, from any of the ma- 
ritime powers, to her plan of obtaining a footing 
in the Mediterranean^ and was by the miftrefs of 
YffeA of the ocean feconded in that fcheme. Now, a dif- 
Ji^«l'(c^" fcrc^^ P^*^^ ^^ policy was adopted; both the ma- 
ieta^jyt ritime and other powers of Europe regarded the 
inmring confederacy between the two empires, with a jea- 
loufy which increafed as its objefts unfolded them- 
felves ; but principally direfted againft the mem- 
ber moft powerful both in refources and in per- 
foAal cbarafler, and whofe aggrandizemeut it tend- 
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ed chiefly to promote. The fmaller fhites firmly 
r«efolved not to fupport a combination by wbicht 
they themfelves might be eventually crafted ; the *^*^ 
greater determined, if neceffary, to oppofe a confe- 
deracy by which their own independence might be 
endangered : what part Pruffia might take could 
not be affirmed from either the declarations or con- 
du£k of that court, though it might be eafily 
inferred from its interefl. Spain and France 
were known both to be friendly to the prefervar 
tion of the Turkilh empire; and internal affairs 
only prevented the latter from manifefting her » 
dilpofuion in hoflile interference. Holland was 
founded on the occafion ; h^r condud it was fore* 
feen, would be chiefly governed by the example of 
England. It became a fubjed of great political <«Biitiiiw 
anxiety how England was to a£t in the prefemt. 
cafe : fonie fuppofed, that infpired by refentment 
for the hoftile cond^dl of Ruffia in the armed qeu« 
trality, and her manifeil indifference to friendly in- 
tercourfe, more recetitly exhibited, (he would now 
oppofe her naval fchemes : others argued, that this 
was the time for procuring mofl beneficial commer-- 
i;i^\ arrangements from Ruflia by fecondbg her fa* 
vourite objed. Thofe who were moft thoroughly 
acquainted with the prefect Britiih governmentt 
concluded that it would not be determined by fo 
contemptible a motive to public conduft as refcnt* 
ment, but would be guided by policy ; that hot coa* 
fining its pohtical eftimates to mere commercial gain, 
it would include ultimate fecurity, and that Britaui 
would refume her appropriate charadler of protect- 
toT of Europe, from whatever quarter its indepcni- 
• 5 dence 
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dencc and fccurity might be endangered. England 
foon manifefled a determination hot to fecond 
Bfuin re- R*^ffi^- The emprefs had employed agents to hire 
fames her Britifli fliips for fcrving as tenders and tianfports to 
of proteaor her fleet, and a confiderable number was provided 
•* *"'?*'' > for that purpofe, when a proclamation in the London 
gazette, prohibiting Britifh feamen from entering 
into any foreign fervice, threw a fatal damp on the 
wdthwartt defign- This was attended with a notice to the 
m! i^M contraftors for the -tenders, that the engagement 
•f^*^^*" for (hipping muft be renounced; that the fhips 
would not be permitted to proceed ; and that 
government was determined to maintain the ftrift- 
cft neutrality during the war. In hopes of di- 
minilhing this great difappointment, Ruffia applied 
to the republic of Holland for a fufEcient number 
of tranfports to anfwer the purpofe ; but that go- 
vernment refufed to comply with the requeft, and 
alfo declared its refolution j:o maintain the ftriSeft 
neutrality; and Catharine's expedition to the Me- 
. diterranean was laid afide. ' On the Black Sea the 
prince of Naffau commanded the Ruffian fleet, and 
the captain pacha the armament of Turkey. Prince 
Potemkin, with an army of a hundred and fifty 
thoufand men, approached the Euxine, on the 
banks of the Bog. The firfti objeft of this expedi- 
tion was the reduQion of Oczakow, a very ftrong 
fortrefs near the Bog, and on the Black Sea, which, 
as the frontier garrifon of Turkey in that quarter, 
was of the higheft importance in her wars with 
Ruflia, but more indifpenfably neceffary fince her 
ambitious adverfary had occupied the adjacent Cri- 
inea. The preparations of attack and defence cor- 

rcfponded 
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refponded >»ith the value of the objeft* On the c h a i\ 
twelfth of July, Potemkin invefted this fortrefs, aid^ v^--s.-.**^ 
cd by his fleet : the Turkifli troops did not exceed '7^8. 
twenty thoufand men, nor, indeed, w6uld the gar* 
rifon have eafily contained a greater number of de» 
fenders. - During five months this gallant and in« 
trepid band refilled the whole RuiGan hod. la 
the fixth, the apparent hopeleflfnefs of effort, tOt 
geiher with the inclemency of winter, feemed about 
to force the befiegers to defift from their attempt | 
when Potemkin, a(hamed pf making fo little prOf 
gr^fs with fo great a power, on the feventeenth of 
December, as the lad effort, ordered a general bom* 
bardment and cannonade of the- place with red^* 
hot balls to commence. One of thefe fell upon the 
grand powder magazine, which, being ftill amply 
provided, blew up with fo terrible an explofion, as 
to demolifli too great a portion of the wall to ad- 
mit of the fortrefs being any longer tenable : the 
Turks ftill made a moft defperate refiftance, both The Rat 
in the breach, and in the ftreets j but they were at .fjj^'o^* • 
laft overpowered, and the place was taken by ftorm. "^'^• 
While thefe hoftilities were carrying on between state of 
the Imperial powers and the Turks in the fouth, ^***^^ 
• war fuddenly broke out againft Catharine in the 
north. Sweden, beyond moft nations, had reafon 
to regard Ruffia with refentment, fince^ by that 
power (he had been driven from the high place 
which, during the feventeenth century, (he had held 
among the powers of Europe. Fear, however, of 
force fo enormous, had reftrained the exprefSon of 
refentment, and produced an apparent connexion 
between the two countries ; and there was always 

at 
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at the court of Stockhdm a ftrong and numerous 
party favourable to Ruffia. It was an uniform po« 
i78». liq^ of tb^ court of Peterfburgh, to govern by in- 
fluence and intrigue foreign dates, v^hich they could 
not fo eafily command by power : this means of 
influence was carried to a much greater extent by 
Catharine^ than by any of her predeceflbrs. One 
of the chief inftruments of her foreign politics, 
ivas the feduAion of fubjefts from allegiance to 
princes, from whofe civil diflenfions (he expe^ed 
to derive benefit. It was, indeed, a part of her 
plan to weaken the executive authority in the 
countries which flie wiflied to dire£l, that from 
conteft there might be the more frec[uent occafions 
for her interference *. As the Swedifli revolution, 
, whatever its other confequences might be, ftrength- 
• cned the executive government, it was very difagree- 
able to Catharine. Although perfeftly fatisfaftory 
to the lower clafles, it was and continued to be, as 
fl)e well knew, extremely hateful to the arifto- 
cracy, whofe peculiar privileges it had entirely de- 
interfCTenee ftroycd t thus there was a great faftion in Sweden 
?n^l^ii-"* inimical fo the meafures of the king ; and this party 
tksof^^e ^^^^ ^^^y conftantly fupported. Guftavus was 
<«n. thoroughly acquainted with thefe intrigues : the 

Swedifli king was impreflbd with an idea, that the 
liberties of the north were expofed to imminent 
danger from the power and ambition of Ruflia, and 
the chief objeft of his policy was to fecure weaker 
neighbours againft the afpiring Catharine. Thefe 
fentiments he endeavoured to communicate to Den- 

• See Memoir of Catharine II. /{^. 

mark, 
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mark, and incite that country to vigilance : mean- Chap. 
while he beftowed the clofefl: attention on the in* v^!l^ 
ternal improvement of his own kingdom, with «78i 
fuch efFeft, as juftified the apprehenfions enter- 
tained by RuCia from the Swedifh change of 1772. 
A prompt, firm, executive government ; union and 
decifion in the cabinet, with a tolerable degree of 
apparent harmony between the king and the deli- 
berative orders of the ftate, fucceeded to anarchy*' 
weaknefs and difcord ; there was a good and amply - ♦ 
fupplied army, with an excellent fleet, and fuch a 
well-regulated ftate of finances^ as would give 
energy to both in cafe of emergency. A fituation 
of affairs fo different from the wifhes of Catharine, 
fte formed various projedls for embroiling, though 
at the fame time (he heaped the ftrangeft expfef- 
fions of regard on the prince, whofe govern rtient fhe 
was ardently defirous of difturbing. She profeffed a 
wife to affift, with her experience and coutifels, fuch 
an illuftrious pupil ; invited him to Peterlburgh, 
and aftually gave him advice to introduce among, 
his fubjeds innovations, which, if adopted, muft 
have rendered him unpopular. Guftavus had pe- 
netration to difcern the motives of the emprefs ; 
and' private diflike added to public jealoufy. Ca- 
tharme, defirous of fwaying the counfels of Sweden 
by her influence> was enraged with Guftavus for fuc- 
cefsfuftyoppofiilgher artifices J and the Swedifh mo- 
narch detefted his neighbour far hef endeavours to 
tender him dependent. The defign of fubverting and 
partitioning the Ottoman empire, with the vaft mi- 
Mtary preparations .for carrying the projeft into 
execution, could not but increafe iiX the higheft 

degree 



Its HISTORY OF THE 

CHAP, degree the apprehenfion and alarm of the king : hi 
%.,*-./*-^ faw by the laft war^ the inability of the Turks to 
>7W. . combat the power of Ruffia only, how then could 
they be fuppofed capable now of refifting the im* 
menfe combined force of both empires ? If Ruffia 
was already too formidable for the repofe and fafety 
of her neighbours, how muft (he appear when 
clothed and armed in the fpoil and force of the Ot- 
toman empire. Diftant and heterogeneous as the 
Swedes and Turks were, common intereft had often 
before united them againft Ruffia^ The feeblenefs 
of the Swedifli government, however, under Gufta- 
vus's father, and the revolutionary defigns of the 
fon had prevented either from taking a part in the 
preceding war. Differently circumftanccd now, 
the king of Sweden in fpring armed by land and 
fea. The emprefs pretended, and to many even 
appeared, to difregard thefe preparations, and did 
not deign to inquire into their objeft. She, how- 
ever, repleniflied her magazines and forts in Fin- 
land with ammunition, troops, and provifions: 
(he was indefatigable in exerciling her ufual infi- 
dious policy to ftimulale and promote difftnfions 
between th^ fovereign and his fubjefts. She had 
two claffes in Sweden from whom (he expefted co- 
operation in her defigns againft its prince : the firft 
confifted of the ancient ariftocracy, which, without 
^ any attachment to Ruffia, fubmitted to her in- 
fluence, in the hopes of recovering, through her, 
their former conltitution : the fecond of thofe 
who, through bribery or or other inducemenr5, 
had really become partJfans of Ruffia^ but pre- 
tended to adopt the views of the nobility. On 

the 
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On the former (he depended as the dupes of her c ha p. 
fchemes, which they would believe beneficial to v^--^.^*^ 
Sweden ; the latter, (he knew, would be the wil- ghe at-^' 
ling and ready agents of her defigns, without any t^mpt* to 
regard to the intereft or fecurity of their countryk vou a- 
Throagh thefe parties fhe conftantly Velied that uv^f* ^'*^' 
fbe would be able to fubvert the prefent govern- 
ment of Sweden, and render that nation a depen- 
dency upon Ruflia. While her emiflaries were 
adlive in fpreading diffatisfaftion through Sweden^ 
and Guftavus was perfevering in his equipments, 
the emprefs ordered her ambaflador to deliver a 
memorial to the Swedifh miniftry, which, in a very 
few pages, prefents a (ketch of that policy by which 
Catharine endeavoured to promote difcord. Its 
manifeft objeft was to ftir up the fubjeft to fedition 
and infurredion againft the fovereign : it was not 
addreCTed to the king, to whom only, by the laws 
regulating intercourfe between nations in the great 
European republic, it ought to have been ^ddrefTed : 
It was direfted to all ranks and claffes of his fubjefts, 
with whomj by the law of nations, a foreign fove- 
reign could have no ground of correfpondence. 
This document profelTed the highefl regard for the 
Swedes, reprefented the intereft of the people as fe- 
parate from thofe of the king, and the promotion 
of the! former * as one of her principal objefts. 
Mentioning the preparations of Guftavus, it called 
on the people to join with the emprefs in preferying 
the public tranquillity. A memorial fo openly fo- The king 
menting difobedience and difloyalty, was feverely ^nJia?*' 

* State Papers, June 18, 1788. 

Vou IV. U refented 
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CHAP, refentcd by Guftavus, who, in an Mifwer expofcd 
n_ ^ ' _f Its intent and tendency, and figniBed to Razoufilky, 
J788. the Ruffian ambaflador, his majefty's wiflii that he 
ihould forthwith leave the Swedifli dominions. 
Manifeftoes and counter- manifeftoes were foon 
after publiflied, detailing to other powers the al- 
war/ leged grounds of hoftilities. Guftavus immediately 
repaired to Finland, in order to commence warlike 
Military Operations : he himfelf commanded the army, and 
fiis brother, the duke of Sudderinania, the fleet. 
Various engagements took place by fea between the 
Swedes and Ruffians, in which though the former 
difplayed extraordinary valour, and gamed feveral 
advantages, yet the Ruffian fquadron (the fame that 
had been intended for the Mediterranean) being i 
much greater in force, formed, direfted, and 
commanded by Admiral Greig, a Britifli feaman, 
proved fuperior in the refult of the campaign, and 
was miflrefs of the Baltic. The king headed . 
fo gallant and (Irong an army that he entertained 
well founded hopes of proving fuperior to all the 
Ruffian Jand forces that could be fpared, from 
fouthern operations : but in Ruffian intrigue he 
found a more formidable enen^y. By the confli- 
tution of Sweden it was ordained that war flipuld 
not be undertaken without the confent of the 
ftatfes ; and the prefent hoftilities 'had not received 
that fanftion. Catharine had direded her policy 
to the reprefentation and expofure of this unconfti- 
tutional deficiency, and with fuch fuccefs, that 
though the foldiers were eagerly devoted to Gufta- 
Refraaory vus's pkafurc, yet a great part of the officers, con- 
cuftavus's fifting of the ancient nobility and gentry, declared 
officers. ' that 
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that they could not, without violating their con* 
fciences and their duty to their country, draw their 
fwords ih a war undertaken contrary to their '^sa. 
country*s laws : this refradory fpirit rendered the 
campaign in Finland inefFedive. 

To counteraft the imperial confederacy of ag- oefcnfive 
greilion, this year a defenfive alliance was conclu- bctw'ta*^^ 
ded between the kings of Pruffia and Britain, and f/'^i""' ^ 

O , ' PruiEa, and 

alfo thefe princes refpeftively, and the ftates-ge- the ftaws- 
neral, by which, befides reciprocal defence, and the ^'^^^ 
maintenance of the exifling conftitution of Holland^ 
the contrafting parties fought the general prefetva- 
tion of the balance of power : they guaranteed each 
other from any hoftile attack, and engaged in concert 
to preferve peace and tranquillity : if the one were 
menaced with aggreilion, the other, without delay, 
ihould employ its good offices, and the moft effica- 
cacious means, to prevent hoftilities, to procure fa- 
tisfadion to the party threatened, and to fettle 
things in a conciliatory manner : but if thefe appli- 
cations did not produce the defired effed in the 
fpaceof two", months, and if one of the parties were 
hoflilely attacked, the others undertook to defend 
and maintain him in all the rights and privileges, 
and territories, which he poffeffed at the commence- 
ment of hoftilities. The general principle of this PrfndpUof 
treaty was that which wife policy didated for Britiih 
interference in continental affairs, fecurity/ and the 
maintenance of that order and balance on which 
the fafety and indejpendence of Europe refted. 
•From the general objeft of the treaty, the contraft- 
ing parties had, no doubt, in view the Imperial con* 
federacy, which, if its progrefs were not checked, 

U 2 * had 
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had fb ftrong a tendency to endanger the tranquil- 
lity and fafety of other ftates. The interefts of 
England were as effentiallyconcerned, as thofe of 
Pruflia, in preventing the afcendancy of Ruflia 
and Auftria, 
Different Mr. Fox's projeft of continental alliance was to 

FM*and '' conned ourfelves with Auftria as in former times, 
w'thwl" ^h2l^ (hould a war arife with France, fuch a power- 
jaiemcof ful enemy might divide her attention, and pre- 
vent it from being, as in the late war, chiefly di- 
reded to maritime aflfairs. Mr. Pitt's plan was to 
form continental alliance^ according to exifting fitu- 
ations : France was at prefent engaged in no fcheme 
of policy, likely either to aflFecl the general fafety of 
Europe, or to provoke England to a war ; (he was, 
indeed, deeply occupied in plans for remedying the 
evils of former ambition: what fyftem of alliance 
might be wife in circumftances not exifting, nor 
likely to recur, was a queftion of fpeculaiion rather 
than immediate prafticable policy. The emperor 
was fo involved in the projeds of Catharine, that an 
alliance with him would be diiScult, and indeed 
impradicable, except at the expence of adopting 
his partialities, and feco'nding the attempts of Ruffia. 
In the formidable combination between thefe two 
powers, that nation became naturally the ally of 
Britain, which had a common intereft with Britain 
in watching the condud and preventing the aggran- 
dizement of the parties ; befides, Pruflia, together 
with England, was clofely conneded with the con- 
ftitutional party in Holland : however juft, there- 
fore, Mr. Fox's reafoning might be, if it were ap- 
plied to fituations that very frequently occurred in 

our 
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our hiftory, yet, in the prefent circumftances, al- c h A p. 
liance with Pruffia was more valuable to England, -— ^^ 
than with any other great powen * '^s^- 

During the recefs, that illuftridus (age, who had J^^^JJcls***" 
fo long prefided over the judicial decifions of his Retirement 
country, in the eighty-fourth year of his age, Mansfield 
thought that many years of labour, without re- ^^^^l 
proach, might be followed by a few years of reft, ^^"^^' 
and retired from the judicative bench. For com- 
prehending the law of this particular country, Wil- 
liam Murray, a man of the moft acute and exten- 
five genius, had prepared himfelf by a profound 
fludy of hiftory,. general ethics, the philofophy of 
jurifprudence, inveftigation of human paffions and 
conduft, and the civil law, on whicK the judicial 
inftitutiohs of fo great a part of modern Europe are. 
founded. On this bafis he raifed his fuperftrufture 
of knowledge of the Engli(h code : to the depths of 
legal fcience, the accuracy and extent of juridical 
details, he added the plearifig and impreffive ac- 
complifhments of an engaging, graceful, and per- 
fuafive eloquence. From fuch an union and ex- 
tent of qualifications, Mr.. Murray very early rofe 
to moft diftinguiftied practice. With fuch oppor- improre- 
tunities of obferving the circumftances of fociety, dermis jlJdi* 
of civil adions and engagements, and criminal per- ^'"^/"' 
petrarions, his penetrating and comprehenfive mind «<p««a4y m ^ 
faw that the progrefs of focial; and efpecially com- uwis 
mercial intercourfe, was producjng new combina- 
tions, which had not been fpecifically forefeen 
when the laws applied to fuch fubjefts were enaft. 
edj therefore he iuferred, that the effential prin- • 
P 3 ciples 
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CHAP 
XL. 



cipks of juftice required fuch a latitude of intcrpre- 
tation, as would render exiiling laws applicable tq 
'7^*- the new cafes. The intelligent reader muft know 
that there are two great ftandards of judicial inter- 
pretation ; the one the authority of cuftom,dccifion, 
and ftatute, according to literal definition ; the 
other^ according to the general principles of equity, 
conftriiing particular law, unwritten or written, in 
fuch a way as heft to anfwer the great ends of juf- 
tice. The learned r,eader muft recolleft, that at 
Rome two fefts of civilians arofe ftpra the above-j 
mentioned difference ; the Proculian$ and the Sa- 
binianst, taking their names from two eminent 
jurifts. The firft of thefe, refting entirely on 
authority and definition, merely confidered the let^ 
ter of the law : the.fecond, interpreting more freely, 
cndeayotired to adapt it to their conceptions of 
stiia and juftice iu the cafe. |lach of; thefe modes has ad- 
terpretc" vautagcs and difadvantages : by the former the 
^efl^aive"*^ parties may know (he exadt rule by which their, dit 
advanrag.8 pufc will bc tucd, but may find the literal judgq 
▼antages. difEcuhcd in applying his rule to their cafe j or en- 
tangled by precedents, forms, and definitions, un- 
able to folve the queftion agreeably to fubftantial 
juftice ; by the latter the parties may, from a juft 
and competent judge, expeft an equitable deterrai- 
, nation of the queftion ; but they depend on his in- 
dividual underftanding and integrity. By deviating 
from literal explanation, in the progrefs of conftruc- 
tion the law may be changed ; and thus the judg§ 

♦ See account of Juftinian*s Code, Gibbon, vol. vi. 

may 
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may become a legiflator. During the republican pe- ^ " ^ ^• 
riods of the Roman law, ftrift and rigid interpreta- '. — Am^ 
tion of ufages and decrees prevailed : during its im* '^*^* 
perial hiftory, latitude of conftruftion was gradually 
fubftituted. When Tribonian and his aflbciate ci- 
vilians digefted the laws into one great body under 
Juftinian, its con{lru£tive charafler predoniinated : 
hence, modern jurifts, whofe legal dodtrines havQ 
owed a great p^rt of their formation to the civil 
law, have interpreted freely. The clofe precifion of 
Englifh reafoning has difFufed itfelf through muni«>. 
cipal inftitutions^ and combining with the Englifh 
accurate fenfe of juftice, has, in the great body of 
the law, made fo fpecific provifions for all cafes, 
when the laws were ena£ked, likely to occur, that 
it may be fafely advanced as a general pofition, 
that in every queftion within the knowledge, fore- 
iight, and intent of our lawgivers, the more nearly 
the decifion follows the letter of the law, the more 
fully will the purpofes of juftice be anfwered : but 
when Combinations of engagements and condud: 
aiife, which lawgivers have not fpecifically antici- 
pated, and bn which the judge is called to give de«- 
cifion, he muft apply the conftruftive charafter of 
the civil law. The perfonage before us, partly .^^j^*^^ 
from his education, in a great meafuf e from having latter kind, 
to meet fubjedts of judicial inquiry, to which neither 
decifions nor decrees could precifely apply ; and, 
perhaps, alfo partly from that powerful and com- 
preheniive genius, which in feeking its ends might 
lefs regard cuftomary details than adequacy of 
jne^ns, verged more to a conftrudtive than literal 

V4 iWerpre' 
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CHAP, interpretation: -but his judgments werejuft; they 
^.^^-.i,-j repaired injury, compenfated lolTes, and puniflied 
*788. crimes ; they confirmed civil rights, reprefl'ed vice, 
fupported virtue, promoted the order and tranquillity 
Principle of . of the fociety. The mod fertile fources of new cafes, 
fionsinun- during the long judicial Supremacy of this eminent 
unp?c«-"'* j"dg»e, were commerce with its fubordinate arts and 
tlfA^^ inftruments. In confidering the various and di- 
yerfified contrafts of this kind, which neither pre*? 
cedents nor ftatutes could folve, lord Mansfield re- 
curred to a very fimple principle of ethics ; that, 
where the terms of covenants do not precifely af- 
certain the extent and obligations, general cuftom 
is the moft equitable rule of conftruftion. This 
principle he applied to delivery of goods, infurances, 
wharfages, bottomry, and an infinite diverfity of 
mercantile^nd maritime tranfaSions. In the great 
department of commercial jurifprudence, this illuf- 
Hcisthe trious judgc formed a code of decifions, digefted 
. EngiTfh" ° into a complete fyflem, ^nd may well be ftyled the 
uT""*^'* Justinian of commercial law. Lord Manf- 
field, whh a fagacity alaioft intuitive, apprehended 
the fcope, unravelled the intricacies, and underftood 
the nature of a cafe ; difcerned whether it was com- 
mon or new j and if new, by what general prin- 
ciple or analogy of law its merits were to be afcer- 
tained. In his charges to juries, he made the evi- 
' dence and argument? on both fides, and their com- 
parative force, fo very clear, and alfo the reafon^ 
and rules on which he formed his judgment, that 
every hearer of common underftanding muft bq 
mafter of the caufe, and of the judge's view of the 

caufe; 
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caufe ; and as his principles of judgment, the refult chap. 
of combined knowledge and wifdom, were uniform, v-— ^A^^ 
by hearing one charge or decifion, you were affu- *'^^^ 
red of the decifion which he would give in any 
fimihr cafe. The acute penetration of this fage 
was very happily exerted in eliciting truth from 
unwilling witneffes '; and in the courfe of his judi- 
cial fervices he was very fuccefsful in reprefling, not 
only a great variety of individual attempts at per- 
jury, but in preventing .the commiffion of that 
crime in certain claffes of fubjefts, in which it was 
before univerfally prevalent *,^ This judge, tho- 
roughly comprehending, not onlythe general ob- 
je£l, but the fpecial compartments of his office, 
very carefully diftinguifhed between the duties of a 
civil and criminal magiftrate. In the former rela- 
tion he confined his confideration, at leafl: fo far as 
it dilated his charge to juries, to the damage faf^ 
tained by the plaintiffs without adducing the conduct 

f Efpecially cuftom-houfe queiHt>ns, and juftificatlon of 

bail. In the fornier inftance the incredibility of oaths was 

proverbial ; in the latter it was cuftomary for perfons to at- ^ j 

tend in Weftminfter-hall, on the firft day of term, offering 

to bail any perfon who wanted their fervices, and to fwear 

themfelves to have property to any amount -requifite for that 

purpofl- A perfon who had not ftve pounds in the world, 

frequently bailed to the ?imount of ten thoufand pounds in a 

term. His Iprdlhip, having difcovered this pra(5Hce, examined 

tfiofe bondfmen fo clofelyl as to the difpofal of their alleged 

property, that he drove them from that kind of traffic. From 

his time the perjury of fictitious bail has been difcontinued, 

to the great fecunty of property, and reformation 'of mo- 

pls. • . . 

of 
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CHAP, of the defendant as a reafon for enhancing damages 
s^^,^'.^ beyond the adual injury, the reparation of which 
»7^*» was, and muft be, the folc ground of a civil a^ion *• 
He did not confound redrefs for a private wrong 
with puniihment for a public wrong ; but by keep- 
ing the adniiniftration of civil and criminal juftice 
leparate, as intended and prefcribed by law, he moft 
effedually anfwered the purpofes of both. Lord 
Mansfield was frequently reproached with attempts 
mg to increafe the influence and power of the 
crowif, and was, as we have feen, expofed to great 
obloquy from faflious demagogues, who direded 
and inflamed -the populace at the time : but on in« 
vedigation it was found, that his opinions on the 
law of libels were thofe that had been received by 
former lawyers and judges ; that if not precifely cor. 
reft, they were by no means of his invention, but 
cenrrat adopted on Very eminent authority. With talents 
cbtfaaer. to excel in any department, profeflional excellence 
was what lord Mansfield chiefly fought, and fought 
with the greatefl fuccefs. As a politician his lord- 
(Iiip afpired not to the eminence which his abilities 
could have fo eafily attained ; and he never was a 
leader. The meafures which he fiipported during 
various periods, efpecially the adminiftratiofi of 
lord North and his f>redecefrors, were not thofe on 
which his charafter for wifdon^ could be founded. 
As an orator he (hone brightly, but not unrivalled ; 
though equalled by few, he was by one furpaflfed. 

] The 

* This judge was fcverely 'blamed for having ft^ited, in 
his charge to the jury on tht trial of ^he ^ukc of Cumber- 
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The engaging and graceful perfuafion of a Murray chap. 
yielded to the commanding force of a Pitt, But as w-v- 
a judge he earned the higheft fame, by combining '7**- 
philofophy and detail, by inftantaneoufiy and com- 
pletely apprehending the cafe; and by accurate dif- 
crimination, which, though deviating fomewhat from 
the letter of the laws, bounded his conftrudlions 
by the lines of equity and juftice. In him you 
could not always find his precedents in the law re^- 
ports, or bis rules in the flatutes at large, when 
neither would apply; but you muft recognize his 
principles and criteria of determination in the im- 
mutable laws of reafon and redlitude. Lord 
Mansfield's procedure on the bench was, on the 
whole, the beft that could be adopted by himfelf, 
or any other judge of confummate wifdom : how 
far, as a general model, it ought to be v followed 
by all judges, might be a matter of doubtful in- 
quiry. Perhaps, on the whole, unlefs a judge be 
uncommonly fagacious and able, literal interpreta- 
tion, keeping as clofely as poffible to precedent and 
ilatute, if in fome cafes it may be an obftacle to 
what is completely right,, yet in a much greater 
variety is a preventive pf wrong. 



land, at the inftance of lord Grofvenor, that the rank or con- 
dition of the defendant did not entitle the plaintiff to any 
increafe of damages. It was alleged by party writers, that 
lord Mansfield wiflied to fcreen a prince of the bipod ; but 
the real and fair interpretation is, that in a civil adtion the 
plaintiff applies for the redrefs of a certain injury ; that thQ 
injury done, and that only, is to be confidered in an award 
of damages. 

Hu 
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CHAP.. Ills lordfliip was fucceeded by Lloyd Keoyon^ 

^^--.,-^ vjhoj by profeilional ability and induftry, had 

i;ia. yifgji iQ be maftcr of the rolls ; and now, being 

chfef juftice of the king's bench, was called to 

the houfe of peers by the title of lord Kenyon. 
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CHAP. XLI. 

Dlflemper of the iing — ajjumes an alarming appearance, — Peers 
and commons ajpmtle on the day appointed for the meeting 
of parliament. — Adjourn for a fortnight till the faEt he af 
pertained, — Ph^ftcians being examined y agree that a tempo* 
rary incapacity exijis, — Houfes meet to prepare for afupply. 
'-^Mr. Pitt moves an inquiry into precedents. — Mr. Fox 
declares i that infuch circumjiances the heir apparent has a 
right to exercife the executive power. — Mr. Pitf contends 
that the right of fupplying the deficiency is in the people^ 
through their reprefentatives. — Lord Loughborough^ with 
fotne diflinilionSf agrees with Mr. Fox. — Mr. Fox explains 
his do^Irine, which Mr- Pitt fill controverts. — ^ue/iion 
brought to iffue. "-^Determined that the fupply of the defi* 
ciency refts with the houfes of parliament. — Mr. Pitt pro* 
pofes that the chancellor Jhall he empowered to put thefeal 
to a commi[fion for opening parliament. — After a violent dc'^ 
bate, carried. — Frederick duke of Tork cppofes adminiflra* 
tion.^^-Mr. Cornipal dying, Mr. Grenville is chofen 
fpeaker. — Mr. Pitfs plan of regency — is fuhmitted to the 
prince of Wales. — His highnefs exprejfes his difapprohation 
and reafons, hut deems it incumbent on him to accept the 
office. -'^Secpnd examination of the phyficians. — Hopes of his 
tnajefys fpeedy recovery. — Mr. Pitfs plan of regency laid 
before parliament.'— Principle ; that the power delegated 
Jbould anfwer without exceeding the purpofes of the trufl. — 
Details and reftriBions. — Scheme reprobated by oppofttion.-^-*' 
Arguments for and againjl. — Princes of the blood all vote 
on thefdeofoppoftion.-'^Warmpraife and fever e cenfure of 
by the refpeSHve parties throughout the nation. — Impartial 
eflimate of its merits.--^ Irifb parliament addrejfes the prince 

to 
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to ajfume the regency of Ireland, — Favour ahU turn of his 
ntaje/iy^s diftemper, — Convalefcence, — Complete recovery. — 
Univerfal joy throughout the nation, — His tnajefty gees to 
\ St, PauPs to return thanks. — Fejiive rejoicings, — Reneived 

application for the repeal of the teft and corporation aBs.^-^ 
Chief feBs and mofi eminent men of the dijfenters, — PrO' 
pofed relief from the penal laws againft non-^onformifls-'^ 
oppofed by the^ hijbops, — Refufed, — Slave trade, — Mr. 
Wilherforce^ s motion for the abolition, — Argutnents for^ on 
the grounds of religion and humanity, — -^onft deration pofl'* 
foned to the next feffton. — Mr^ Grenville appointed fecretary 
of fate ^ — Mr. Addington fpeaker of the houfe of commons. 
Financial fcheme. — A loan required (according to the mini" 
■ Jlerjfrom a temporary caufe, — Mr. Sheridan difputes his 
calculations, — Bill for fuhjeBing tobacco to an exciJe.'-^Po» 
pular clamour againjl this bill. — ^PaJJed into a law, — PrO" 
greffive profperity of India fated by Mr. Dundas, — Slow ' 
progrefs of Mr. Haftings's trial. -^ Motions refpeBing it in 
the commons. — Seffion rifes. 

CHAP. ''TpHE clofe of the prefent year was marked by a 
s^!^X^ fignal calamity which befel this nation ; but, 

i78»» dreadful as was its firft afpeft, terrible and afflifting 
the fears of its continuance, proving only tenipo- 
rary, grief and difmay for its exiftence were fpeed- 
jly overwhelmed in joy for its removal. 
Diftcmper The vjgorous conftitution ancl temperate habits 
of the king of our foverci^n, now in the prime of his life, ap- 
•peared to promife to his people the long duration 
of a reign direded to their happinefs : contem- 
plating his countenance and form, with natural 
health, invigorated by exercife, and fecured by re- 
gularity of living, his people confidently expefted, 
that the paternal goodnefs, which for twenty^eight 

years 
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years they had experienced, would, after twenty- chap, 
eight years more, be ftill exerting itfelf for their v-*-^.-^ 
benefit ; but the profpeft was now overcaft. "^ss. 

In the latter end of autumn all r^nks were alarmed 
by a report that his majefty was ferioufly indifpofed. 
On the twenty-fourth of Oftober refolved,,notwith- 
ilanding ilbefs, to perform the functions of bis royal 
office, he held a levee ; and though it was obvious 
to every one prefent, that his majefty 's health was 
very materially afFeded, yet no fymptoms indicated 
any definite fpecies of malady. On the king's 
return to Windfor, his diftemper affumed a 
very alarming appearance; it was found that it airumesttt 
had formed itfelf into a brain fever, attended with "pp^wcc- 
a delirium, fb often refuhing from, that dreadful 
diforder. The mental derangement having con- 
tinued to the beginning of November, without any 
intermifiion, at length became public; and the 
:intelligence diffufed grief and confternation among 
his Joyal and affeftionate fubjefts. The prince of 
Wales repairing to Windfor to the queen, thefe 
:perfonages were attended by the lord chancellor, 
and concerted meafures for the management of bis 
• majefty 's domeftic affairs in the prefent emergency. 
Meanwhile, all thofe who, by their rank and fitua- 
tion in the ftate, were required to take a part in fo 
-new and unexpected an exigence, affernbled in the 
capitaL Mr. Fox had fpent part of the recefs in 
Switzerland ; to him, as a man from whdfe extra- 
ordinary abilities moft beneficial advantage was 
expc£led, an exprefs was immediately difpatched, 
and he hurried to England. ' The twentieth of No- The peen 
vembcr was the day on which the prorogation of mt^Tcl 
13 parliament [-^i;-, 

poiotti for 
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parliament was to expire ; atid the meeting too^ 
place as a matter of courfe. The peers and the 
commons remained in their feparate chambers ; 
the chancellor in the upper, and Mr. Pitt in the 
lower houfe, notified the caufe of their affembling 
without the ufual notice and fummons, and ftated 
the impropriety of their proceeding, under fuch 
circumftances, to the difcuflion of any public bufi- 
nefs ; and both houfes refolved unanimoufiy to 
adjourn for fifteen days. Mr. Pitt obferved that, 
if his mrijefly's illnefs (hould unhappily continue 
longer than the period of their adjournment, it 
would be indifpenfably neccffary for the houfe to 
take into immediate confideration the means of 
fupplying, as far as they were competent, the want 
of the royal prefence ; it was, therefore, incumbent 
upon them to infure a full attendance, in order to 
give every poffible weight and folemnity to their 
proceedings : for this purpofe it was ordered, that 
the houfe ihould be called over on Thurfday the 
fourth of December, and that letters fhould be 
fent, requiring the attendance of every member : 
' orders to the fame eifeft were iffued by the lords. 
On the day before the appointed meeting, the phy* 
ficians who had attended his majefty were examined 
by the privy council, and the three following quef- 
tions were propofed and anfwered : Firft, is his ma- 
jefty*s ftate of health fuch as to render him inca- 
pable of meeting parliament, or attending to public 
bufmefs ? the anfwer of all was, he certainly is in- 
cafpable : the fecond queflion refpeded the proba- 
bility of acute, and the duration of the illnefs: 
they concurred in th^ probability of a cure, though 

they 
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k\tbf csiiidiibt limit the tinie: the third queftiofa <^h a p. 
^as, whethlsr the fxhylicians judged froni fjdckeral <^»^s/W 
experiience, the pardctilar fymptomft of his majefty's ^^^^ 
cafe, or both ? the moft frequent anfwer was^ from 
generstl e2|>erience ; but Doflor Willis^ ix^ho en* 
tered ntdte hmiutely on the fubjed:, in hi$ aufwers^ 
than the other phyficians^ ftated the circtimftaiices 
Whidi be deeined favourable td a fpeedy tecovery; 
it wa& afterwards agreed by Bbth honfes^ that thi 
phyficians fliouid be examined by commktees com^ 
pofad^ as nearly as poflible^ of ah equal ntimbBr cff . 
inembets frdm both parties; It bein^ afcertained thithoufei 
that a temporary incapacity exifted^ Mr. Pitt^ in ^ for a^ 
ord«r to i^ive the way for a fupply^ moved, that a Mrfpitt 
committee ihotild ba appomted to examine the ^^^^^^^ 

*»^ inquiry into 

journate and report precedents frdm iimilat <vr ana^ precedeats. 
lagotis cafesb Mr. Fox bbjedied td a comniittee fo^ 
fuch a purpofe^ as nugatory and produdive of unne^ 
cefiary delay : Mr. Pitt (he faid) knew there Was in 
the joof hais no precedent to be found of the fu£* 
penfion of ejcecutive govetnment^ where there 
iKras at the fame time an heir af^arezit of full age 
and capacity i he hitnfelf was fully convineed, upon 
the matured conflderation of the principles and 
pniftice of the conftitUtion^ and of the analogy of 
the common law of the land^ that whenever die 
fovereign, from ficknefs, infirmityj or other inca^ 
padty^ was unable to exercife the functions oEhis 
high office, the heir apparent, being of full age and Mr. Fok 
capacity, had as indifputable a claim to the exet- Jhaurfuch 
cife of the executive power, in the name and on *e7t^^^"p 
behalf of the fovfereign, during the contmuance of apparent Kat 
fuch tiicapacity, as in, cafe of his natural demife * : exttc.re^e 

executive 
• See Parliamentary Debates, Dec. 10. 1788. power. 

VoLilV* X the 
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c M A p. the pripce^himfelf, from the peculiar delicacy of his 
vi>-v^> fituatipn, had not made the claim, but there was no 
^7ss. doubt that it was his right to fupply the place of his 
Mr. Pitt father. Mr. Pitt combated this doftrine, as totally 
thatThe inconfiftent with a£tual hiftory and the fpirit of the 
^upp'y^'ng conftitution: there were, he admitted, no prece* 
Mcy u b' ^^^^ applicable to this fpccific caufe of incapacity ; 
the people, }>ut whatcvcr difability had at any time aiifen 
their repre. lit the cxecutive .. branch, as the hiftory of the 
fcatotiTc^ ^Qunt|.y fhewed, had been fupplied by parliament. 
WheJi the regular exercife of the powers of go- 
vernment was from any caufe. fufpended, to whom 
could the right of .providing a remedy for tbe ex- 
ifting defed devolve, but to the people, from whom 
airtbe powers of government originated ? To aflert 
an inherent right in the prince of Wales to aflfume 
the goyernment, was virtually to revive thoie ex- 
ploded ideas of the divine and indefeafible autho- 
rity of princes> which had juftly funk into contempt, 
and almbft into oblivion. Kings and princes dep- 
rive their powers from the people, and to the people 
alone, through the organ of their reprefematives, 
.did it appertain to decide in cafes for which the 
conftitution had made no fpecific or pofidve provi- 
fion. On thefe grounds Mr. Pitt infifted that the 
prince, had no more rjght to be appointed to fup- 
ply the exifting deficiency, than any other fubjed; 
though he .admitted that, in the prefent cafe, expe» 
diency didated that parliament fliould offer him the 
regdncy: fubftitution of another to execute the" 
office of a king, during a temporary incapacity, was 
merely a meafure of neceffary policy : it . was in- 
cumbent onlegiflature to entruft the authority to 
fuch perfon or perfons, as it fhould. deem mod 

likely 
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)!kely to anfwer the ptirpofe : after tjiefe obfervatiom 
the queftioti' being put, it was carried that a cotil- 
mittee fhould be appointed to fearch for precedentSi . *78?* 
• In the houfe of peersj lord Loughborough fup- LoM 
ported the pofition which Mn Fox had advanced^ rough, with 
and adduced great legal itigdnuity and acutenefs td ftbaions» 
prove, that the right afcribed to th€ pJrince was a JJ^^pox*"** 
corollary from the aft of fettlement^ the general 
analogy 6f Englifh law, the privileges and immuni^ 
ties peculiar to the prince, aiid belonging to no 
other fubjeft. l^e admitted, however^ that the ex- 
ercife of this right ought not to commence until 
parliament had declared the fovereign's incapacity. 
Mr. Fox, at the next meeting of the (jommons^ ^r. Fo« 
made an explanation of his meaning, agreeable to T^d^l^ ' 
lord Loughborough's interpretation, and faid, that jjjj^'fti,^'* 
his expreffions on a former day had been mifrepre* eontroTcrts. 
fented : his jK)fition, which he was ftill ready to 
maintaiil, was, that the houfes of parliament had 
the right to adjudge the faft of incapacity, but on 
fuch adjudication the heir apparent had the right of 
holding the reins of government whilft the incapa- 
city lafted : as, however, Mr. Pitt agreed with him^ 
that in the prefent circumftances the prince was the 
perfon who ought to hold that office, it would be 
much more prudent to abftain from difcuffing fo 
nice and fubtle diftinftions. Mr. Pitt replied, that 
he differed as much from Mr« Fox refpefting the 
queftion of right, now that he had explained his 
meaning, as before fuch an explanation. Mr. Fox 
(he faid) now afferted, that the prince of Wale^ 
had a right to exercife the royal authority, under 
the prefent circumflances of the^country ; but that 
it was a right not in poffeffioD> umiJ the prince 

X a could 
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CHAP, could exdrcife it oa what fae c^lhd the adjudicatiofi 
vJ^!^ of parliameDr. He oa his port deaied that the 
^7>s* . prince of Wales poflfefled any right whatever,, and 
upon that point Mr. fot, and he were ftrU at iffaer 
This was a very important qneftioa, and mud be 
decided before they could proceed any ferther; 
there might be di&rences of qptpioa whether any 
ttgmcj was aeceflSo-y as yet, and a difference of 
opinioa iinight arife, if aecefiary, what were the 
powers reqdiiite to be graated to the regent 2 but 
aotbiag could be determined tilt the matter of right 
fiould be difcufled* He not oaty challenged Mr. 
Fox to adduce either pr^edent or law to fupport 
his do&rine, but aduaUy (hewed from hiftery that 
&tch a claim of right had been piade, and had been 
refifted by parliaments la the reign of Heou'y VI* 
the duke of Gloueefter, next heir to the crown % 
claimed the r^eacy during the minority of th& 
king, and applied to pairlianieat ; the anfwer to this 
claim was, that he neither had by birth, aor by the 
will of bis brother, any right whatever to- the exer-' 
cife of royal »sthority : they> howeva*, appdated 
him regrat, and entrufted him with the care of the 
young king. At the revolution, parliament pro* 
ceeded. on the fame general principle ; the king had 
ceafed to ad ; to fupply this deficiency^ parliament 
afled as legiilators : they did not reftrift themselves 
to a fimple addrefs to the prince of Orange to ac^^ 
cept the crown } they felt not on}y that tlM^ ihuft 
have a king, but they mud have a king on certain 
terms and conditions i they did what amounted tp^ 

• Aftct the death of prince John of loscaftet duke of 

Bedford. 

ak- 
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a legiflative aft : they camef to a rcfolution to fettle 
the crown, not oh the prince of Orange and the 
heirs of his body, nor oa the princefs Mary and. 
the heirs of her body, but on the prince and priri- 
cefs jointly. Here it was evident that, whatever 
the neceffity of the cafe required at that time, the 
fords and commons pofleffed the power to provide 
for it, and confequently, whatever the neceffity of 
the cafe demanded at prefent, the power belonged 
to the lords and commons to fupply the deficiency'. 
Parliament could have no poffible intercft ki zSting 
in any other way than as duty prompted and mfS- 
dom dtreded ; and, as it was agreeable to hiftdry, 
reafon, and expediency, that they fhould provide for 
a fpecific objeft, it became them, in making the provi- 
fions, to extend or contraft the truft to be delegated . 
according as they thought either neceflary for its 
execution. Thus, according to Mr. Pitt, precedent 
confirmed the analogy of the conftitution, and both 
concurred with the ezpedu^cy which required 
tiiat the peefi and the reprefentatives of the people 
ihould provide for fupplying an unforefeen defi- 
•ciency. 

Having grounded his do£bioe cm thefe argu^- Theqasf. 
mems and faas, concerning the right which Mr. tolffSr^^ 
Fox had afTerted to be vefted in the heir apparent, 
Mr. Pitt propofed on the fixteenth of December 
three refolutions * : the firft dating his majefly's 

prefent 

* The following ars the refolutions ; ill. That it is the 

opiiuoa of this conunittee, that his majefty is preyented, by 

feis prefent indifpofition, from coming to parliament, and 

froDi attending to public bufinefs; and that the perfonal ci^ 

X 3 ercift 
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prefent unfitnefs for performing the funftions of 
the kingly office i fecondly, that the lords and com* 
?78?* mons had the tight to provide for that cafe, and 
were in duty bound to make fuch proviflons; 
thirdly, that the lords and commons (hould deter- 
piine on the moft effeftual means of exercifmg th«ir 
right, by vefting the powers and authority of the 
crown on behalf of the king during his majefty*$ 
illncfs. Several amendments were propofcd ; with^ 
out detailing thefe, it is fuffichsnt to mention that 
their objeft was to addrefs the prince of Wales, 
heir apparent, and pf mature age, befeeching him 
to take ^pon himfelf. the adminiftration of the civil 
^d military government of the country, during the 
indifpofition of his majefty, and no longer, The 
iidmiffion of this proportion would have precluded 



crcifc of the royal authority is thereby for the prefent inter- 
rupted: 2d\j, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
it is the right and duty of the lords fpiritual and temporal, 
and commons of Great Britain^ now afTembledy and lawfully! 
fully and freely, reprefenting all the e dates of the public of 
this realm, to provide the means of fupplying the defed of 
^e perfonal exercife of the royal authority, arifing from hrs 
snajefty's faid indifpofition, in fuch manner a$ the exigeucy of 
the cafe may appear to require : Rfcfolved, " That for the 
purpofei and for maintaining enf ire the conftitutional autho- 
rity of the kitij, it is neceifary, that the faid lord$ fptritual 
and temporal, and commons of Great B/itain, (hould de- 
termine oh the means whereby the rojal affentmay be given 
in Parliament to fuch bill as may be pafTed by the two houfes 
of parliament, refpeding the exercife of the powers and au- 
thorities of the crown, in the name, and on the behalf of the 
king, during the oontiuuance of his majefty's prefent indif* 
Do^tion.'- See Parliamentary Reports, Dec. 1788. 
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-every liitut^tion of the km^ly power^ thus, to be .en** chap.. 
trufted to a regent Its fupporters contended^ that' v^^-v-W' 
every part of the royal authority and prerogative *'*'• 
was neceflary for the difcharge of kingly duties ; 
if the regent were not entrufted with the whole 
power, he could not perform all the duties. By 
its opponent3 it was anfwered, that the fituationfor 
which they were called to provide, was, from the. 
concurrent teftimony of the mod competent witnet 
fes, only temporary ; the fupply wanted, therefore, 
'was alfo temporary. Various p?trts of the royal 
eftabliihment belonged to the fplendor and dignity 
of the crown, more than to its power gr its execu.. 
tive fundions. So much authority as Wfis neceffary. 
to enable the regent to afl: as executive m^giftrate, 
during the illnefs of the fovereign, fhould .be coa- 
'ferred, but no more. The bounds and circunifcnp.. 
tions neceflary upon this principle would be matter 
of cautious confideration to parliament, according 
to all the circurfiftances of the cafe. Such reftrio. 
tions woald be impoflible if the prefent amendment 
were adopted. Parliament was to refleft' on the 
prefent as a general queftion that would be a guide 
to future ages : they were to form meafures for iu^ 
furing the reftitution of his power to the principal, . 
when a fubftitute was no longer neceflary ; and in 
making this provifion they were to confider men as 
men are generally found. Cafes might arife, in 
which, if an heir obtained po{reflion,he might be uii- 
willing to return toexpeaancy ; or, though an heir 
were ever fo dutifully difpofed himfelf,he might be 
mifled by^vil counfellors. No charafter could be 
more meritorious or more worthy of confidence than 

X4 the 
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the prefciit prince of Wales. Conftitutioaal policy, 
however, proceeds not upon indindual merits, hot 
vVf on gcDcnti expediency. Every part of the prm* 
opal authority vas not wanted to the efficiency of 
the fubftitute. Why fiiould tbey confer on a 
^legate any more power than w^ aeceflary tq 
aafwer the purpofes of the delegation? Our feve^ 
rfignpoflefled as much power as was confifteaf 
with a free government, and po more ; the reg^if 
was, by the fcheme of minifters, to poflels as much 
as was con(}ftent with the obje£t of his temporary 
office, and no mor^ ; there was no difrefpedt of- 
fered to the regent by a circumfcriptba applying^ 
to the particular circumftances, as there was no 
difrefped to our kings in the circumfcriptions af- 
fixed to their authority by the qonftitution. In 
both cafes the principle was the fame: princes are 
men, and falUble like other human beings } let them 
be invefted with all the authority vjfbich is conducive 
to the public welfare, and reftrained from that which 
might be prejudicial. Mr. Pitt informed the houfe, 
that he intended, if the refolutions fhould be adopt- 
ed by the commons, and alio meet the concurrencQ 
of the lords, to propofe, that the lord high chan« 
cellor fhould be empowered to put the great feal 
to a conimiifion for opening the parliament in the 
ufual form ; and that as foon as a bill (bould be 
paifed by both boufes for providing for the exercife 
of the royal ^authority, under certain limitations^ 
during his majefly's indifpofition, another commifr 
lion fhould be fealed for giving to fuch ad the 
foyal affiant. This projed was very flrenuoufly 
oppofed: firft, as ynneceflary ; becaufe, all' parties 

concur^inii; 
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eoacurring unanimoufly in opinion that the prince 
of Wales (hould be invefted with the regency, the 
procedure by addrefs or declaration wa& the mpft »7»»t 
fimple, and the moft Confonant to the pra£);ice ancl 
conftitutional funftions of the two hovifes; the 
meafure was unwarrantable; in hGt it altered an ' 
eflential part of the ftate; it^made the two houfes 
]$:iNGS. To fix the form of a legal fandion on their 
proceedings, they were to give fi£titioufly a royal af* 
fent, but In re&Iity their own affent to their own a£ls. 
If the houfes a^umed to themfelves powers which 
belonged to the legiflature,and proceeded to legiflate, 
they would ad in dire£t violation of the fpirit of the 
conflitutfon ;* even to a pofitive ad of parliament, 
the 13th of Charles II., which exprefsly declared, 
that the two houfes could not make laws/without 
the king : after a long del)ate the refolutions were i>eteniui:«4 
voted. Having paffed the houfe of commons, ^hey ^p^f 
were introduced to the lords by the chancellor, and ^*^ 
fimilar amendments were propofcd. In the debate withAe^ 
which enfued on that occafipn, the queftion of pviiameab 
right wasrefumed; an adive part was taken by 
their royal highneffes the princes, and particularly 
by bis majefty'^ fecond fon, Frederic duke of 
York. 

This illuftrious youth received the firft part of Ftedoie 
his education in his native country. Deftined for Y«kop- 
the military profeffion he was afterwards fent to ^^^J^ 
Germany, and fpent feveral years in his own 
bifliopric at Ofnabrgg, and his royal father's elec- 
toral dominions ; thence he repaired to the court 
of Berlin, and completed his military education 
V^^er the fyftem, vrhich the Pruilian hero had 

eftablifhcd. 
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CHAP, eftabliflied. Eminently diftinguiftcd for manly 
s— ->-w beauty and graces, in natural endowments, and ac- 
'788* quired qualifications, he was one of the moft ac- 
complifhed princes of the age: having the ftrongeft 
fraternal affedion for his elder brother, between 
whom and him the clofefl intimacy from their 
childhood had enhanced the fentiments of relation, 
on coming back to England he chiefly affociated 
with the prjnce of Wales, and becoming acquainted 
with the companions of that exalted perfonage, he 
a confiderable degree adopted their political opi- 
nions. '^ No claim (faid hi^ highnefs) has been 
made by my royal brother; I am confident the 
prince too well underftands the facred principles 
which feated the houfe qf Brunfwiqk on the throne 
of Great Britain, ever to affume or exercife any 
power not derived from the will of^the peopfe, ex* 
preffed by their reprefentatives, and your lordftiips 
in parliament. On this ground, I hope, th^ houfe 
will avoid preffing a deciGon which" certainly wa$ 
not neceffary to* the great bbje£k expedted from 
parliament, and which mull be moft painful in the 
difcuiCon to a family already fufEciently agitated 
andafflifted: thefe (continued his highnefs) are 
the fentiments of an honeft heart, equally influ- 
enced by duty and affedion to my royal father, 
and by attachment to the conftitgitional .rights of 
bis fubjefts ; and I am confident, that if my royal 
brother were to addrefs you in his place, as a peer 
of the realm, thefe are the fentiments which be 
would diftinftly avow." Though the peers warmly 
approved of the general fentiments exprefied by 
His highnefs, and of the dignified manner in whicji 

they 
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they were delivered, yet the majority thought it 
neceffary, fince the queftion of right had once beea 
ftarted, to have it fully difcuffed ; and the refolutions '^**' 
were carried by a confiderable majority. A ftrong 
proteft was entered againfl: agreeing to tbefe refolu- 
luuonsj and figned by the dukes of York and Cum- > 
berland, and forty-fix other peers*. Thefe pro- 
ceedmgs of the houfe occupied the. greater part 
of December. On the twenty-nin^h.of the month Mr. corn- 
Mr. Cornwall; fpeaker of the houfe of com- Mr. orcn.' 
mons, was feized with a dreadful illnefs, which, Ippobted 
four days after, thefecond of January 1789, ended ^^^' 
in his death. The houfe meeting on the fifth, 
Mr, .William* Grenville was propofed by the 
friends of minifters as his fucceffor, and fir Gilbert 
Elliot by^ oppofition : the election was carried in 
favour of the former by a majority of two hundred 
and fifteen to one hundred and forty-four. 

The preliminary fubjefts having been difcuffed *f'- ^l.^'" 
by both houles, M^** -P^tt, before he explamed his g^ncj u 
plan of regency to parliament, fubmitted its outlines to thl' prince 
to the prince in a letter, wherein he offered either ^^*^ 
to attend his highnefs, (hould any farther ei^lana* 
tion be required, or to convey fuch explanation in 
any other mode which the prince ihould fignify to 
be moft agreeable^ This letter, fent on the thirtieth 
of December, ftated the plan to be that which, ac*r 
cording to the b^ft judgment which they were able 
to form, his majefty*s confidential fervants had con- 
ceived proper to be propofed in the prefent cir- 
Cumfiances: the outlines were, that his highnefs 
ihould be empoyrered to exercife the royiil autho** 

^ See ^eir names/ State Papers, Dec* 291 1788. 

rity, 
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CHAP, rity, in the name and on the behalf of his majefty, 
^^^^^ during his majeft/s illnefs, and to do all ads 
'7^9- which might legally be done by his nu^efty. Tiie 
care of his majefty^s perfon, the management of the 
houfehold, and the diredion and appcnntment of 
the officers and ferrants therein fliould be in the 
queen, under fuch regulations as might be thooght 
aeceflary. The power to be ezerdfed by his high* 
nefs ihould not extend to the difpofal of either real 
, or perfonal property of the king (except in the re- 
newal of leaies), to the beftowal of any penfion, the 
reverfion of any office, or any appointment what- 
ever, but during his majefty's pleafiire, except tfaofe 
granted by law for life ; that his highnefs &ould 
not be empowered to confer the dignity of the 
peerage on any perfon except his majefty's iffiie 
who had attained the age of twenty-one years. 
This plan, the letter declared, was formed on the 
fuppolition, that his majefty's illnefs was only tem* 
porary, and would be of no long duration. It 
would be difficult to fix beforehand the predfe pe< 
riod for which thefe provifions ought to laft j bat 
fliould his majefty's recovery be protraQe4 to a 
more diftant period than there was then reafon to 
exped:, the ccmfideration of the plan, according to 
the exigency of the cafe, would be open t^ the 
wtfdom of parliament *. 
Hia high- On the firft of January an anfwer was delivered 
fcs^hUdTf-' ^y ^*s ^^y^* highnefs to the lord chancdlor to be 
*^**'tnV conveyed to Mr. Pitt. Refpefting the meafureJ 
reafonsjbut already embraced by parliament, his highnefs de- 
qaSiil!^ dared he would obferve a total filence^ no aft of 



bim to ac- 
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«rc • See State Papers, Dec. 30, 176$^ 
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the lords aiid commons could be a proper fubje^ c h a p«' 
of ills animadverfion: but (he faid) vrhen, pre-* -^-^A^ 

. tionily to kny difcuffion in parliament, the autlio»a ^i^9* 
of ia Scheme of government are fent for his con-t 
fidenrtion, in which it is propofed that he, fhdll bd 
petfoaafiy and principally concerned^ and by which 
the xt>yal authority and the public welfare may h& 
deeply affefted^ the prince would be unjufti&tbld 
were he to withold an explicit declaration of hia 
fentiments : his filence might be conftrued into a 
previous approbation of a plan, the accompltlh*^ 
ment of which, every motive of duty to his father 
and foverei^, as well as of regard for the public ' 
intereft, obliges him to confider as injurious to both* 
The fcheme communicated by Mr. Pitt, is a pro- 
je£l for producing weaknefs, diforder, and infecn* 
Yity, in every branch of the adminiftration of afiairs t 

' a projefl for dividing the royal family from each 
other; for feparating the court from the date ; alid 
therefore, by disjoining government frcmi its MUsh^ 
rai and accuftonied fuppo#t, a fcheme for difcon^ 
nefiing the authority to command fervice, from the 
power of animating it by reward ; and for allotting 
to the prince all the invidious duties of government, 
without the means of foftening them to the public 
by any one zQt of grace, favour or bctiJgnity. Thefe 
pofitions the prince adduced detailed arguments 

- to fupport: the plan (he proceeded) was not 
foundhsd on any general princi[^e, but was calcut- 
kted to infufe grpundlefs jeabofies and fufpiciens 
m thait quarter, whofe onfidi^ce it Aould ever be 
the firft pride of his life to merk and obtaim Wkh 
t^ard to tbe objeft of 4hc limitations^ bis majefty'^ 
li minifters 
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CHAP, iniiiifterg had afforded him no Ught ; they bad in^ 
V, — \_f formed him what powers they meaiit to refiife fairo, 
^7^* . but not WHY they were to be withheld : he deemed 
it a ^ndamental principle of this conftitution, that 
the powers and prerogatives of the crown are vefted 
there^ as a truft for the benefit of the people ; and 
that they are facred only as they are neceflary to 
the prefervation of that poife and balance of the 
conftitution, whic£ experience has proved to be the 
true fecurity of the liberty of the fubjeft : but the 
plea of public utility ought to be ilrong, manifeft, 
and urgent, which calls for the extindion or fuf* 
penfion of any one of thofe efiential rights in the 
fupreme power or its reprefentative. If fecurity 
were wanted, that his maje(!y ihould re-pofiefs his 
rightful government whenever it pleafed Providence 
fo remove his prefent calamity, the prince would 
be the firft to urge the adoption of meafufres con- 
ducive to that purpofe^ as the preliminary and para- 
mount confideration of any fettlemeht in which he 
would confent to (hare : if attention to what his 
majefty's feelings and wiflies might be on the happy 
day of his recovery were the objed, the prince 
expreffed his firm convidion, that no event would 
be more repugnant to the feelings of his royal 
father, than the knowledge, that the government of 
his fon and reprefentative had exhibited the fove- 
teign ppwer of the realm in a ftate of deigradation, 
curtailed authority and diminiihed energy ; a ftate 
hurtful in pradice to the profperity and good go- 
> veinment of his people, and injurious in its prece- 
cedoit to the fecurity of the monarch, and the right 
of his ffto^ily. The prpvifion refpeding the king's 

property 
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propetty was iotally unneceffary, as that was per- c « ap; 
fe£lly fecured, during his majefty's life, hy the law. ^— ^^^^^ w 
of the land. The prince having difcharged, as he '^•^' ^ 
conceived, bis indifpenfible duty in giving his free 
opinion on the plaa fubmitted to his confideration, 
concluded with declaring, in the following terms, 
his reafons for accepting, notwithftanding the ob« 
jeflions he had enumerated, the proffered truft: 
His * conviftion of the evils which may arife to the 
king's interefts, to the peace and happinefs of the 
royal family, and to the fafety and welfare of the 
nation, from the government of the country re* 
maining longer in its prefent maimed and debilitated 
ftate, outweighs, in the prince's mind, every other 
conlideration, and will determine him to undertake 
the painful truft impofed upon him by the prefent 
melancholy neceffity (which of all the king's fmbje^ 
he deplores the mod), in full confidence, that the 
affeftion and loyalty to the king, the experienced 
attachment to the houfe of Brunfwick, and the ge- ^ 

neroficy which has always diftinguiflied this nation, 
will carry him through the many difficulties infe- 
parable from this critical fituation, with comfort to 
himfelf, with honour to the king, and with advan- 
tage to the public. ' 

Such was the fubftance of the letter written by 
the heir apparent on this momentous fubjeQ:, and 
though great numbers did not afTent to his high-* 
nefs's conclufions, concerning the inexpediency of 
the propofed reftriftions, yet every judge of com* 

* The letter is written m the third peribn. See State 
PaperSj Jaa. I, 1789. 

pofition 
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G H A p. poiition and argumfeni allowed that it Mm tt Verjf 

s— -^.^ mafterly performances 

3^^_ On the fiith of January, when Uu Pitt i^ai atl6tit 
^ to propofe his plan'bf regency io the houfd of com- 
mons, Mr. Loveden, member for Abingdon, moted^ 
that, as the intended limkatioiis would hate a fe- 
ference to the ftate of his majeftjr's heahh, and fe-* 
teral weeks had ^lapfed fince that had been afder-^ 
iained, the phyfitians flujuld b^ slgain etaihined^ . 
After a very warm debate, including a confiderable 
fliare of perfoiial altercation, it iiras agreed that a 
iiew committee fiiouid be aj^inted, and that tb^ 
jphyficians ihould be intetfogated. The refult of 
the examihation was^ tteit bis majefty^s recovery 
continued probablei The proceedings of the com^ 
mittee having occupied aboiit a i^ecki the feport 
|^a$ brought up on Tuefday the thirteenth of Janu- 
ary, and appointed to be takeii into cdn^fideration 
Mt.puei the following fridcty* On the fix4enth Mr^ 
SUcy i"' Pitt opened bis plan to the bovfe t the fubjeS 
iSi^t. (»i« faid) divided itfelf into three diftinft heads s 
firft, the nature of the king's illnefs t fecondly, th6 
principles upon which the two houfes were autho^ 
rized to aS: on this occafion 2 and thirdly, the ap- 
plication of thofe principlfes to the meafures v^hich 
he (hould propofe, of remedying the prefent defeft 
In the perfonal exercife of the royal authority* 
From the recent examination, they were confirm- 
ed iii the conclufions drawn from the former, that 
his toajefty was by his iflnefs rendered incapable of 
attending to the bufmefs of his idation i but that it 
was probable he might recover, and once more be 

able 
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ible to refume the reins of government. In thefe c h^a p* 
tv^^o points all the phyficians were agreed ; they ^.^>^.^w 
virere not all equally fanguine in their hopes of his ^^^ 
majefty's recovery : it was, however, extremely 
fatisfadory, that the ezpedations of the feveral 
phyficians were refpeftively favourable, in propor- 
tion to their knowlege of that particuhr diftemper 
^d that individual cafe : the deficiency for which 
^ey were called to provide was temporary, and 
iX?bnld probably be Qiort. The principles by which Pnncipie; 
the houfes were to proceed, arofe from the nature power , 
and probable duration of the deficiency ; they were S^ wi"! 
to provide for the prefent neceffity only, and to do f^'^Jc^^;. 
AC more than it required ; they were alfo to guard pofesof ihe 
a^inft aiiy embarraffment in the refiimption of the 
royal authority, and therefore to grant fuch powers 
dnly as were requifite for the govetnment ofithe 
cdjuntry with energy and cfi^eft. On thefe principles 
he had framed his plan, of which the outlines were- 
exhibited in his letter to the prince of Wales. 
The regent was to exercife the vrbole royal autho- 
rity, fubjeft tcf reflriftions which were intended not 
to interfere with executive efficiency. The limita- Details and 
(ions wew reducible to four heads: firft, that the '^*^""'- 
^ower of his highnefs fhould not extend to the be- 
ftowal of the peerage, except to his majefty*s ilfue 
that bad attained twenty-one years of age. To 
prove the propriety of this limitation, Mr. Ktt ad- 
^ced three grounds upon which this prerogative 
WSI9 cntrufted' by tfie cofiftitution to the crown : 
firft, it was defigned to enable the king to counter*' 
aft the defigns of any faftious cabal in the houfe of 
lords : feeondly, to enable the foverdga to reward 
» VtoL. IV. Y eminent 
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CHAP, dmioent merit : thirdly, this power wa$ defigucd 

. .^-^ to provide for the fluftuations of wealth and pro- 

*7B^ perty in the country ; by raiGng men of great land- 
ed iiitered to the peerage, that branch of the le- 
giflature would be always placed upon its true and 
proper bafis : for none of thefc objeSs was this pre* 
rogative wanted in the prefent cafe ; there was no 
probability that any fuch cabal (hould now be form- 
ed to obftruft the government of his royal high- 
nefs : on the other hand, if this power were con- 
ferred on the regent, fuch a number of peers might 
be created, as would greatly eu^ibarrafs the govern- 
ment of his majefly on his reftoration to health : 
as a reward of merit, or a nobilitation of property, 
the fufpcnfion of this prerogative, during the tern* 
porary incapacity which they were fupplying, could 
be attended with no material inconvenience r (hould 
the unfitnefs prove more permanent than they ex« 
pe£led, parliament could extend the regent's power 
as far as rnigbt be then deemed neceflary for the 
i^rguments public Welfare. On the fame principle was foujuded 
the fecond reftridlion, by which the regent was not 
empowered to grant any penfion or place for life, 
• ' or in reverfion, except fuch offices as are by law 
held for life, or during good behaviour : the powers 
reftrained were not necefTary to the executive go- 
vernment, temporarily to be held by the regent ; 
and their exercife might be injurious to thegovernr 
ment of his majefty on his recovery. The third 
reflridion, refpefting the king's perfonal property, 
he fcarcely thought neceflary ; but as they were 
adling on parliamentary principles, and endeavour* 
ing to make their provifions as comprebenfive at 

. . poiliblei 
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poffible,* he accounted it is doty to make this regu* c h a p: 
lation a part of his plan. The fourth refolution ^^.^^r-w 
tvas intended to entruft the fovereign's perfon, du- ^789- 
ring his illnefs, to the guardianfhip of the queen : 
he propofed to put the whole of his majefty's hqufe- 
hold tinder her authority, invefting her with all 
powers to difmifs and appoint as (he fhould think 
proper :' unlefs fhe held this control, the queen 
could not difcharge the important truft committed 
to her care : a council (hould be named to affift the 
queen with advice, but without any power of con- ' 
trol : truftees fhould be appointed to manage the 
real and perfonal eftate of the king, but fliould • 
have no power of difpofing any part of it, except 
by leife. The propofitions were very ftrenuoullv 
fupported, both upon the arguments which the 
minifter himfelf adduced, and on others. The law- 
officers maintained, as a fundamental doftrine, that 
the king's political cbarafter was, in the eye of the 
law, infeparable from his perfonal ; that it remained 
entire aind perfedl, and would continue fo to do un- 
til his natural demjfe } and to this principle frequent 
reference was made in the courfe of the debates. 
The fenator who vindicated the plan of Mr. Pitt, in 
the moft extenfive details, elaborate refearch, and 
accurate induftion, was Mr. GrenviHe, the new spwchof 
fpeaker : in the committee this member took an ^[g,^"°* 
opportunity of delivering his opinion ; and for near 
three hours both occupied and engaged the atten- 
tion of the houfe. His oration on the fubjeft ftated 
every hiftorical fad, explained and enforced all the 
arguments of precedent, law, and cotiftitutibnal 
analogy, by which the prt)decdin|j$ of the mirfftirs 
' * ' y 2 Ksrcrc 
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CHAP, were jaflified ; tod alfo cnd^tvourcd to combat each 
^^^il^ and all objeAums which they encountered. From the 
■7>9» conftituttonal hiftory of the couatry he attempt^ 
to demoadraie, that the principle on which our 
anceftors both conferred and bounded the powers 
of a regent were the fame that were now applied. 
It was propofed on the one hand to eftahUfli a 
form of goyernment capable of condiiding thq 
public bufinefs ; and on the ocher^ to proride com* 
plete and smple fecurityjo enable the foveragn 
to refuine the exercife of his authority, fully» 
freely, and without embarraflmenti when the axift« 
ing deficiency (hould terminate. Keeping this 
principle uniformly in view, he applied it to the 
various reftri£lions, and contended, that the extent 
iMd of the delegation was fuiEcient for the energetic 
ufeful execution of the truft, arid that the bounds 
Miagaioft. were neceflary to the fecurity of refumpiion. The 
propofitions were oppofed on the following grounds : 
they tended, it was affirmed,to debilitate and humble 
the executive government) by dripping it of its 
legal prerogatives : the power of bellowing peer- 
ages was an integral part of the royal authority, a 
^ ihield that, from its earlieft days, the conftitutioa 
had provided for its own defence and preservation ; 
and which could not be wrefted from the crown 
without bringing deftrudioft on our polity. Mr, 
Fox, with his wonted energy, impugned the doc- 
trine of the law officers, concerning the infepara- 
bility of the king's perfonal and political charai^ker ; 
be wifhed (he laid) tp hear tbisdodlrine explained ; 
for how that p^rfon, whofe political faculties were 
cqnfc&dly fuipeoded by a fevqre vifitation of Pro* 
r ^ \ vidence, 
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▼idtnce, could ftill exlft in the full cDJoyment of c h^a p. 
his political cha^aQcr, was beyond his underltaiid- s— /— / 
ing to comprehend: the doftrine fcemed, indeed, ^^^^' 
to be founded on thofe blind and fuperflitious no- 
tions, by which, as rhey all knew from hiflory, hu- 
man inftitutions had been, as it were, deified ; and^ 
which were inculcated for the purpofe of impreffing 
a ftrong and implicit reverence of authority in the 
minds of the multitude: while the fupporters of 
this doftrine took up the fuperflitious of antiquity, 
they rejefted their morality ; they enveloped the 
facred perfon of the king with a political veil, which 
was calculated to infpire awe and fecure obedience ; 
but laboured, to enfeeble the arms of government,. 
to cripple jt in all its great and eflential parts, to ex- 
pofe it to hoftile attack and to contumely ; to take 
from it the dignity which appertained to itfelf, and 
the ufc for which it was defigned towards the 
people. He reprobated with peculiar feverity the 
reftridions which were propofed on the creation of 
peers: Mr. Pitt had conferred that rank upon no 
kfs than forty-two perfons during the five years 
that he bad been in office; and be had not the 
pretext of laying that any cabal was formed to 
thwart his meafures in the houfe of lords, whkh 
made fnch a promotion neceflary; and if fuch 
were the means to which he had been obliged to re- 
fort, furrounded with all the power and inlBuence of 
the crown, what muft be the condition of thofe 
who fbould have to contend, in the crippkd ftate 
to which they would be reduced, againft an oppofi- 
tion armed with fo large a portion of the ufual pa* 
tronage of government/ He exprcffed his indigna- 

Y 3 tion 
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tion and abhorrence of a project that placed in a 
ftate of competition perfons fo nearly conne&ed by 
'7«5- blood, by duty, and by afFeftion, and thereby ex.. 
cited that mutual jealoufy which, in fome degree, 
is infeparable from the human mind : how much 
(he faid) had they to anfwer for, who, with a per- 
feft knowledge of this weaknefs pf human nature, 
>vickedly and wantonly purfued a meafure which 
might involve the empire in endlefs diftraftions. 
To thefe objeftions minifters replied, that though 
the prerogati\Les propofed to be withheld from the 
regent were neceflary for the fovereign, they were 
not indifpenfably requifite to a tempprary fubfti- 
tute : the regent was to poffefs the fupreme direcr 
tion of the ordnance, army, and navy y the power of 
making war, peace, and alliances ; the choice of his 
minifters, and all fubordinate officers ; the ^ippoint- 
ment of bifhops and judges : fuch authority was 
fufficient for a temporary exercife of the executive 
functions, though retrained from promotions and 
donations ; the influence of which, lading aftier the 
trull had terminated, might have difturbed the go- 
vernment of the rightful holder. Thefe were the 
grounds on which IV^r. Pitt, his co-adjutors and fup- 
porters, replied to the objedions of the other party, 
on the rellriftion concerning peerages. The refo- 
lution, veftjng in the queen, i^ftead of the regent, 
the appointment and diipdiqn of the houfehold 
officers, was oppofed upon more fpecial grounds : 
it withheld a power from a refponfible, to confer it- 
on an irrefponfible perfon ; tended to eftablifli ia 
the empire a fourth eftate, againft which Mr. fitt 
had exerted htmfelf fo fuccefsfuUy a few years be- 
fore | 
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fore; and was calculated to excite difcord between chap. 
the members of the royal family. If the nomina- v-^-w 
tion of attendants were withheld from the regent 'T*'- 
becauffs it was dangerous to truft him with fuch 
appointments, the remedy was inadequate to the 
difeafe ; for the army and navy could not be very 
harmlefs engines in the hands of a man, to whom 
it would not be fafe to truft the nomination of 
lords and grooms of the bed-chamber *. Minifte- 
rial fpeakers replied, that it was unanimoufly 
agreed the royal perfon (hould be entrufted to her 
majefly ; the difpofal of the houfehold was neceffary 
for her execution of that truft : befides, the officers 
in queftion, though a proper and becoming part of 
the ftate and fplendor of a monarch reigning over 

* Lord North) declinm^r in years>and afflldledwich blind* 
nefsy took a very afttve (hare in oppodng the plan of re* 
gency, and fully (hewed, xhat the appropriate excellencies of 
his eloquence, ingenuity of argument, promptnefs of reply, 
and brilliancy of wic, were iliirundiminiihed. Expatiating 
upon the arguments ftated in the text, the minifter (he faid) 
ftrains at a gnat, but fwallows a camel : he is not afraid to 
delegate the great fundions of the executive j^ower, but he 
ftartles at the fmall : take the patronage, take the difpofal 
^f the civi]| pplitical, aud military appoii}tinent$, but keep 
gWcfy from the court : comm^^nd the nayy and army, bijt 
abftain from the houfehold troops t let the houfes of parlia- 
ment become executive, as well as legiilatlve ; break down 
the barrier of the conftitution, cripple the fovereign power : 
^ this you may do, but touch not the pages, grooms of the 
dole, gentlemen ufhers, or lords of the bedchamber. This, 
faid his lordfhip, reminds me of the ftories with which my 
old nurfe ufed to entertain me about the atchievements of 
witches ; they could ride through the air, agitate the ele- 
ments, raife the wind, bring rain, lightning, and thunder ; 
all this they would do without flinching, but if they came to 
a^mw, there they )>pggled, (lumbled| sm4 could proceed no 
farther. 

Y 4 a great 
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^ xu/' ^ S*^"^ ^^^ opttlest people^ were not necefikry to 
^--^v^*-' the energy of the executive gcyremment durmg its 
''''' temporary delegation : on tkefe grounds the refolii- 
tions were fopported and oppded in both faoufes: 
they were at hft carried ; and it was voted, that 
the prince and queen fliould be informed of dae 
meafures of legiflation. On the thirtieth <^ January 
the refolutions were prefented to tbefe illuftrious 
perfonages by a committee of peers and commoners. 
The anfwer of bis highnefs was fimtlar in fubftamre 
to the ccDcluding parts of his letter co Mr. Pitt, 
which are already embodied in this narrative. Her 
snajefty's anfwer was to the following e&d : ^ My 
lords and gentlemen, my duty and gratitude to the 
kmg, and the fenfe I mud ever enteruia of my 
great obligations to this country, will certainly en- 
gage my mod earned attention to the anxious and 
momentous truft intended to be repofed m tne by 
parliament. It will be a great confolatton to me 
to receive the aid of a council, of which I fhall ftand 
Xb much in need, in the difcharge of a duty where*- 
in the happinefs of my future life is indeed deeply 
interefted, but which a higher objed, the happiness 
of a greatj loyal, and affeftionatc people, renders 
ftill more important.*' The anfwers being com- 
municated to the houfes^ it was moved in the boufis 
of lords, that letters patent fliould be ifiued under 
the great feal, empowering certain commiilioners to 
open and hold the king's parliaments at Weftmin* 
fter *. The arguments already adduced oa this Aib*- 
je&y by both parties, were frequently repeated $ and 
the names of the propofed commiffioners were read, 

♦ Sec Parliamentary Reports. 

and 
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and at their Jiead were the priace of Wale^ (be ^ ha r; 
duke of TcLrk^ the dukes of Gloucefter and Canw- w--vw 
berl^ad. Tbe duke of York, rifing, faid he had not p,'^^f-^ 
been informed that u was intended to urfert his thcbiood4i 
name in the cnqmnlTion; he^tbere&re, had not lit of o^ 
been able to take fteps to prevent the nomifianon : ^^**'*' 
not wiQiing to ftand upon record* and to be h^ded 
. to pofterity as approving fuch a meaCore^ he could 
not fanjftion the proceedings with his name : his 
opinion of the whole fyftem adopted was already 
known: he deemed the propofuion, as well 9$ 
every other that had been embraced refpe^ing the 
fame objeft^ to be uoconftitutional and illegal : be 
defired, therefore, to have no concern with any part 
of tbe bufineis ; and requefted that his namet and 
the name of bis brother the prince of Wales, might 
be left out of the conuniiBon : the duke of Cumr 
berland defined his own name and the duke of 
Cloucefter'$ might alio be omitted: accordingly 
the princes were Jeft out of the nomination. The « 
i^felution being carried, was on the fecond of Fe^ 
bruary adopted by the commons; the follow^ 
ing day the houies afiembled as a regular parlia^r 
ment, and, the lord chancellor being indifpofed^ 
earl Batburd, prefident of the council, opeued the 
caufes of the preient meeting, and the objeds for 
which they were to provixie. On the fixtb of Fe* Rfpo«y 
bruary Mr, Pitt introduced hisj^egency bill, founded 
on the principles already iaveQigated, and the re* 
Iblutions already voted- Its various claufes and 
provifions having undergone in detail much oppo- 
fition, it was pafled on the twelfth of February, 

carried 



bill. 
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earned to the houfe of lords, and read a fecond 
time without oppofition. 
^J^ef Hq' majefty, knowing the anxious concern that 

of the kin^. his fubjelfts' felt for their beloved fovereign, with 
the moft confldcrate goodnefs gratified them by 
fending to St. James's dajly accounts of the ftate 
of his health, as afcertained by the ppinion of his 
phyficians. For fome days thefe reports anhpunced 
that his majefty's illnefs had begun to take a very 
favourable turn, and arroufed all ranks of his fub- 
je£is with the moft pleafing and fanguine expeda- 
tions* On Thurfday the ninth of February the 
lord chancellor, as foon as the peers aifembled in 
order to go into a committee on the regency bill, 
informed them, that the improvement of the king*s 
health, already ftated in the ofEcial reports of the 
phyficians, was ftill progreffive; an intelligence 
which certainly muft prove pleafing to every man 
in the kingdom : in this fituation of things he con- 
ceived they could not poflibly proceed upon the 
bill before them ; and therefore moved, that their 
iordfliips do immediately adjourn to Tuefday next 
the twenty-fourth. On the day appointed the 
chancellor informed the houfe^ that he had that 
morning attended his majefty by his own com- 
mand, and found him perfectly recovered; he 
therefore moved a farther adjournment, which 
being again repeated, his lordfhip on the fifth of 
March informed the peers, that his majefty would 
fignify his farther pleafure to both houfes on Tuef- 
day the tenth of March : and thus ended the ne- 
ceffity and projeft of a regency. 

The 



REION^ or GEORGE III. 331 

The plan of regency received the warmed praifes chap. 
and fevereft cenfures from the fapporters of the re- ^_^|t-..^ 
fp«div(e parries throughout the kingdom. By the '789- 
one, Mr. Pitt was reprefented as having again faved pnifet and 
the country from the domination of an ambitious fu^^rof d^ 
fa^oo, which, if reftored to power, might not have ji'^'J.y^'*" 
been eafily difplaced ; that the prince, intelligent throughout 
and well difpofed as be was himfelf, was fo much 
guided by thefe counfellors as to excite apprehen- 
fion, leil at their inftigation he might aft differ- 
ently from what his own mind would prompt and 
diftate. By the othej it was alleged, that Mr. Pitt's 
objeft wa% to reftrift the regent fo much, as to 
render it neceflary for him to come to fome terms 
of accommodation with thofe who fhould oppofe 
his prefent favourites ; that his purpofe (imply was, 
by retaining a confiderable portion of the kingly 
influence in hands favourable to his meafures, to 
fecure the means of re-ellabli(hing in office himfelf 
and his friends; that the reftraints defigned for 
the prince were inconfiftent with the energetic ex<* 
ercife of the executorial fundibns ; that they w^re 
iuftifiable on no general principle, as every part of 
the kingly prerogative was neceffary for its confti* 
tutional purpofes ; that they implied an injurious 
doubt and fuibicion concerning the charafter and 
probable condud of the prince ; and were perfon- 
ally and individually infulting as well as unjuft to 
his highnefs. 

Impartial obfervers, probably, will neither alto- impartial 
gether agj-ee in the panegyric nor the reproach. *^'°**^' 
'From hiftory, as well as the general principles of 
^be cpnftitucion, it appears that it belongs to par^ 

li^ment. 
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liamcnty as rqn'efeniadves^of the people, to proTide 
for any exigency which vas not forereea or de« 
>789' fcribed by the law of the land; that parliament 
has ezercifed this power, and that its exertions 
have been beneficial. Mr. Fox^s firft pofition was 
a theory which neither experience nor analogy fop* 
ported: his explanatory dodrine, declartng the 
prince's right, on a parliamentary adjudicarion of 
the cafe, equally wanted the fupport of experience 
or analogy. Concerning the competency to pro* 
vide a remedy in the exifting exigency, the opi^ 
pion of Mr. Pitt feems to reft on more logical and 
conclufive reafoning than the opinion of ,Mr. Fox: 
but as it was evidently expedient that the heir ap* 
parent fhould be the regent, the power to be con- 
ferred ought to be as much as was neceffiiry for 
anfwering the purpofes of the appointment : he 
was for the time to fupply the want of the kingly 
office. It is difficult to conceive that the a£ting 
chief magiflrate could perform the official funftions 
neceflary for the good of the country, withont the 
full prerogative, unlefs by a fuppofition totally in* 
confiflent with the confutation, that the crown po£- 
fefTed prerogatives not necefiary for the good of the 
fubjed. Tiiat any difficulty could arife in the i e« 
fomption of bis office by the rightful holder, when 
it {bould pleafe Heaven to reftore bis heakh, was an 
hypotheiis containing an union of many and great 
improbabilities : that the heir apparent ibonld de* 
fire to obftruft the refumption, could only be ap- 
piehended on a fuppofition thai the prince was 
totally deficient of filial duty, loyalty, and patriot^ 
ifm ; in ihort, in every virtue becoming his kmoa ; 

fuch 
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llich a notion had evidently no foundation in lib c » a p. 

condrnffc; that, iiktending well himfelf^ he might -.■^.^i^w 

by his advifers be tnified tofo great a degree^ would "^ 

be impoffible, unle£i an -z fitppofition tkit he him^ 

felf was totalty deficient in point of judgment and 

comoion inteUigeticej which was well kaowa to be 

quke contrary to the truth. Reviewers of the 

c6&4tt£l: of the party which he countenanced, 

though they might iifapprove of many of their 

t&$ and meafuresj could &id nothing in the htftory 

off character of lord Loughborough, the duke c^ 

Portland, lord North, and Mr. Fox, that could 

render it likely that they would counfel fuch an 

obftru£lioo : but if the prince and thefe illuftrioua 

fupporters (bould propofe or attempt fuch meafures, 

bow were they to be put into execution? were 

the legiflatttre and the nation to join in the fcheme ? 

without their concurrence, fuch a difloyal and 

unduti&il attempt would be impra£licabk, and 

would difcover infatuated folly as well as defperate 

wickednefs in its authors. Vigilant caution to guard 

agsdnft fuch improbable dangers would be a Ibper- 

fluoius and idle exercife of deliberative policy. In 

U£t^ from Mr. Pitt's icheme it is evidqit that nd 

i^ich fears were ferioufly entertained : the mod eSU 

cient engine of power, the command of the na-* 

tional force, was ta be put into the regent's hands* 

The chief objed of reflri^ton was the beftowal of 

titles^ the diftribution of donative, either in penfions 

or appointments equivalent to penfions : the fub* 

trafUon of thefe meafures of influence from the in* 

tended r^ent,, it was morally certain, in the cir- 

cumitances of the cafe» would be an acceiBon of 

influence 
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c ft A f. the finw. The oommiffian hsiag^ read, the cban- 
w^.^— # cellar sddnefliBg the faoufet kk the name 6E the cmhh 
^^^ miffionersy acqoaioted them that hk majefty, beiDg 
recovered from bis late fe^ere mdifpofitkni, and 
enabled to attend tbeipubUc affairs of his kingdam, 
had coiDtnanded hsm to conrey bis warmeft ac- 
knowledgements for the additional proofs whkh 
they had given of their affefijonate attachment to 
fab perfon, and of their zealous concern for the 
hoDonr and interefts of his crown, and the fecurky 
and good goTerament of his domimons.. Since the 
^ dofe of the hit feffion, the king had concluded a 
de£enGve alliance with Prufiia, copies of which 
would be bdd before the houfe: bis majefty's m- 
deavours were employed, during the laft fummer, 
m conjun£tion with his allies, in order to prevent, 
as much as poffible, the exteofion of boftiKties in 
the north ; and to manifefl: his defire of effecting 
a general pacification, no Opportunity would be ne« 
gleded on hb p^t to promote this falutary cbjeA ; 
aody in the mean time, he had the fatis&dion of re- 
onving from all foreign courts continued affatiaices 
of their friendly difpofition towards tiusconntry. 
Addrsffiea of congratulation and thanks wet e moved 
in both houfes, and unanimouily voted : an addrefs 
to the queen was alfo ptopofed^ and carried with 

the fame imaniimty. 
w fif. So great was the joy which diffiifed tifelf throngh 

vlroogh the the notropolb and the nation, that for federal days 
TtZ^c f^'i^^^'^ ^y ^^ ^^ attended to^ but esq^effions 
of their be. of deligbt fof thc rocovety of their Ibvereigiu CoUp 
i^cbr^^ fcious as his fiifajefts were of their aff^onand 

veneiatioa' fw their kbgt they had neiKt known 

bow 
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deiirly they loved his goodnefs, how highly they c h a t** 
prized his virtues, until grief for his calamity, and ^^ ^^ 
the dread of its confequences, difclofed to them the '789- 
poignancy of their feelings. Confident as our king 
was of being beloved and valued by his fubjefts, 
yet occafion had not fjully mantfefted to him the 
force, extent, and iritenfenefs of their affeftions, un- 
til they had exhibited themfelves in Univerfal de- 
light that he was, as it were, rifen to them from 
the dead» Perhaps the annals of hiitory do not 
recotd a more fincere, tender and general con- 
cern of fubjefts in the welfare of a fovereign, thai! 
difplayed themfelves in the afflidlioii, gloom, and 
defpoiidency of Britons, when his majefty's illnefd 
was knowti, and before the probability of recovery 
was declared, the anxious and eager hopes that fprang 
from the opinions of the phyfician moft converfant 
in (uch maladies ; and the ardent expeflation that 
urofe from the reports of beginning convalefcence } 
thefe fentlments increaflng with the augmented pro* 
bability of approaching recovery, until the cotii- 
pletiqn of the cure turned hope and expeftation in- 
to the ftrongeft joy. Nor wete external teftimo- 
flies wanting to correfpond with the gladdened feeU 
ings of the people t all ranks :lnd all individuals 
tied with each other in rejoicings j invention was 
toufed to devife emblems expreffivc of tl|e general 
fytfipathy } and tafte was employed in fuperadding 
gtacfe and dccoratiop to the efforts of genius which 
Wet-e employed to promote and heighten the pre^^ 
valent paifion4 Illuminatiom received a new cha- 
rafter, and, in addition to former mechanifm, ex- 
hibited £aiicy, mgeiiuity, and defign. It was not a 
Vol. IV. Z mere* 
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CHAP, mere blaze of light, but in many places light cx-> 
s.^^..-^.^ hibiting a happy refemblance of the painter and 
^789- fculpture's fkill, and in fome even of the poet's 
art. 
His ma- His majefty was defirous of publicly teftifying 

St? pf^'V** bis gratitude to the Supreme Being for the late fig- 
tha'nks'" ^^^ interpofition of his benignant providence in 
removing the illnefs with which he had been 
afflided : with this view he appointed a thankfgiving, 
and refolved for the greater folemnity to go to St. 
Paul's cathedral, there to return thanks to al- 
mighty God for his merciful goodnefs : the twenty- 
third of April was the day fixed for the purpofe ; and 
a more fplendid exhibition has rarely met the pub- 
lic eye. The proceflion began with the commons, 
as reprefentatives of the people of Britain ; at 
eight o'clock the members fet off* in their carriages, 
followed by their fpeaker in his ftate-coach ; pre- 
ceded by the mafters in chancery and judges, 
next came the peers, the younger baron firfl:, and 
the lord chancellor in his flate coach clofing this 
part of the proceCion : afterwards came the princes, 
efcorted by parties of horfe-guards. Their ma- 
jeftiesTet out from the queen's palace foon after 
ten o'clock, in a coach drawn by eight cream-co- 
loured horfes, followed by their royal highneffes 
the princeffes, and proceeded along Pall Mall, and 
through the Strand, amid the loyal acclamations of 
a prodigious concourfe of people. At Temple-bar 
his majefty was met by the lord mayor in a- gown 
of crimfon velvet, by the fheriflFs in their fear let 
robes, and a deputation from the aldermen. and' 
coQimon councilmen, (being all on horfeback,) 
* when 
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*hen the lord mayor furrendered the. city fword chap. 
to the king, who having returned it to him, hexar- ^-.--.^-L^ 
ried it bare-headed before the monarch to St. Paul's, *'^* 
His majefty, being come to St. Paul's, was met at 
the weft door by the peers, the bifliop of London^ 
the dean of St. Paul's (bifliop of Lincoln), and the 
canons refidentiary. The fword of ftate was carried 
before his majefty by the marquis of Stafford into 
the choir, when the king and queen placed them- 
felves under a canopy of ftate, near the weft end, 
oppofite the altar. The peers had their feats in the 
area, as a houfe of lords ; and the commons in the 
ftalls. Divine fervice* being Ifinilhed, the pro- ' 
ceilion returned in the fame order : the whold 
fpe£Ucle was extremely magnificent, and, viewed in 
combination with its objeds. and caufe,. was admi^* 
rably calculated to ftrike every beholder of feeling 
and refledion with mingled joy, gratitude, and 
piety. 

Very fplendid galas were given by many indivi* Feftite «- 
duals on the aufpicious occafion : the moft fump* ^^^^^ 

* The prayers and litany were read and chanted by the 
minor canons : the Te Deum and anthem?, compofed for the 
occadon, were fung by the choir, who were placed in the or- 
gan loft, and were joined in the chorus, as alfo in the pfalms, 
by the charity children, in number about fix thoufand^ who 
were aflembled there, previous to his majefty's arrival : the 
communion fervice was read by the dean and refidentiaries, 
and the fermon preached by the lord biihop of London, from 
Pfalm xxvii. 16. — ♦* O, tarry thou the Lord's leifure ; be 
ftrong, and he fhall comfort thine heart ; and put thou thy 
truft in the Lord." See Annual Regifter, 1789. Appen- 
dix to Chronicle} p. 249. 

Z 2 tuous 
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CHAP, tuoos and magnificent was exhibited by the priaceis 
yj^^ royal at Windfor } die whole difpofition of the en^ 
>7S9- tertainment, but efpecially the emblematical figuTel> 
did great honour to the tafte and ingenuity of its 
lovely and accomplilied author ; drefle$, of which 
the principal chara£leriftic was uniformity^ 
exhibiting gracefulnefs and loyalty, with a beauti* 
ful VARIETY of finely fancied ornaments, exem* 
plified.Hutchinfon's doftrine on the conftitoents of 
beauty. 

The French and Spaniih ambafladors alfo gave 
entertainments on the fame aufpicious occafion} 
that which was exhibited by the former, bodi in 
magnificence and fplendor, in beauty of decora* 
tion * and ingenuity of device, approached neareft 
to the princefs-s gala. 
Parliament. Private and public congratulations occupied, 
cttdbp. without interruption, the firft week after the re« 
eftablilhment of our fovereign's health was an« 
nounced ; and it was the middle of the fecond b&* 
fore parliamentary bufinefs was refumed. On the 
eighteenth of March a plan, formed by the mafter-» 
general of the ordnance, for fortifying the Weft 
India iflands, was fubmitted to the houfe of com- 

• This ehtertainment was given in a Tcry large and mag* 
nificent houfe^ which the ambaflador occupied in Portman* 
fquare. Among the devices was the folk)wing: on each fide 
of the grand faloon was a tranfparent painting ; that on the 
right of her majefty reprefenting the genius of France cen^ 
gratulating the genius of England on the recoTcry of tht 
king, 1^ exceUent likettefs q£ whom the goddefs of healtk 
held in her hand. 

' mons;. 
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mens ; and aftc? undergoteg confiderabk difcuf- chap. 
fion, on the fame grounds as that of the former w.-v^ 
year, was adopted* A v^x unfxyfed upon (h6pi '7^9* 
fome years before, at the inftance of Mr. Pkt, and 
aflefling them in proportion to the rent of the 
dweUing^hcufe of which they made a part, had 
been found to h\l heavily on the metropolis and 
other great commercial towns, where the rents of 
houfes are neceflarily high. It had been intended 
by legiilature, that the tax ihould fall ultimately 
upon the cuftomers ; but fhopkeepers alleged this 
<^£i: to be impra£UcabIe : they reprefented it as 
partial and oppreillve, and Mr. ¥ax had rdpe^^edly 
on thefe grounds applied for a Repeal. This year 
be renewed his motion, and the houfe,^ without ad^ 
mttting the grievance to the alleged extent^ yet 
wifiitng to fatisfy fo numerous and ufefol z body^ 
cpnfented to adopt the motion ; and a bill for the 
purpofe was introduced, and paflfed both hollies 
unanimoufly. 

On. the eighth of May Mr. Beaufoy s^am moved Renewed 
for the repeal of the teft and corporation aft,, which for th^ «!! 
he fupported by the lame arguments that he had feu a*lf/c!r- 
vfed two years before j and was dfo oppofed on J^^*'®* 
grounds that had been fom»rly employed; and his 
motion was rejefted by a majority of one hundred 
and twenty-two to one hundred and two. t>ne of 
the principal ob]e£l;ions to the dedred repeal was, 
that certain claiTes of diiTenters not only maintained 
pirinciples contrary to the fundamental tenets of our 
£11^4 but declared intentions inimical to our elta* 
blifiiment: there were other bodies of diflenters 
^at 4'^<;red from the church of England merely 

7* 3 refpeftin^ 
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( u A P. refpeSing forms : it was thought by many \R{ho be* 
v..^ ^ longed to neither, thait if the feflaries of the latter 
I7S9- luQcl had drawn a ftrong line between themfelves 
and the fe.£taries of the former, they more readily 
might have experienced the indulgence of legifla- 
ture. The firft of thefe claffes might be compro- 
mifed under the general name of calvinifts or pref^ 
byterians ; they branched in a great meafure from 
the church of Scotland, >yere orthodox in all the 
eflential articles of our religion, and well affeded to 
our conftitutional eftablifiiment : the fecond rnay 
be comprehended under the general term of uni* 
^ tarians or focinians, heterodox in their opinions 
concerning the trinity, the divinity of Chrift, the 
heceffity of an atonement,, and other important ar- 
tides of chriftian belief: they were, betides, inimi-* 
cal to our ecclefiaftical eftablifliment, and many of 
them by no means friendly to our political conditu- 
tion: here was a very important difference j but 
there were reafons which, prevented the calviniftical 
diifenters from exhibiting the diftindlion between 
themfelves and the unitarians. If the preibyterians 
had the conflitutional principles, the unitarians in 
their number comprehended the abler men : the 
great talents and learning of Drs. Price and Prieft- 
ley had difiufed their refpeftive fentiments through 
many ingenious young men, not only originally of 
their own caft, but others bred in the ftriftn^fs of 
prelbyterian orthodoxy. It was, indeed, natural 
for young non-conformifts, who were either really 
able, or afpired at the reputation of literary talents,, 
to follow the admired genius of the herefiarcbs, 
rather than afTociate with the lefs fplendid, though 

more 
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more ufeful, teachers of the orthodox dfffenters. chap. 

XLI. 

The prelbytetians poffeffed many refpeftable and — - .^ 
fome eminent preachers, well fitted for the real '7«9. 
bufineft of a clergyman to afford religious and moral 
iftftruaion to a congregation* ; but they had no Price 
or Prieftley fitted to form great political plans, or 
execute great political undertakings: they did not 
poffefs the literary aftivity which> by circulating ar- 
guments in favour of the diffenters, through perio- 
dical works, tended to render their caufe. popular. 
From the general mafs of feftarian literature and 
exertions, they expefted they, in common with the 
reft, would ultimately obtain their wifh : feparated 
from fuch co-adjutors, their efforts, they knew, muft 
be comparatively Feeble, and, therefore, concluded 
would be unavailing : they never tried the ex- 
periment. 

A few days after this motion, lord Stanhope pro- Propofedre- 
pofed a bill " for relieving members of the church conformms' 
of England from fundry penalties and difabilities, nariawsf' 
' to which by the laws now in force they were liable, 
and for extending freedom in matters of religion to ' 
all perfons (papifts only excepted), and for other 
purpofes therein mentioned.** He prefented to 
their lordfhips a Iketch of all the penal laws enacted 
upon religion, forcery, and various other fubjefts : 
he infifted that it was both unjuft and difgraceful 
to fuffer thefe to remain amongft our ftatutes : he 

* Except Drs. Price and Prieftley, I do not at prefent 
recoiled: among the focinian and republican fchifmatics any 
perfons of tranfcendent genius and profound erudition, 
or who could with juftice be aflGirmed to furpafs Drs. For- 
dyce and Hunter, and other prefl>yterians who arc ftiU alive. 

Z 4 propofed, . 
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CHAP, propofed, therefore, that they lhoul4 be rqiealed j 
v«p^r«.w that all perfons (papifts e:|;cepted on account of 
17^9* their dangerous and perfecuting principles) (bould 
poiTefs the free exercife of their faith, and by 
fpeaking, writing, and publiihing, be permitted tq 
iQveftigate theological fubjecls i by preaching and 
teaching to inftru£l perlbns in the duties of reli- 
gion, in fuch manner as they (bould judge the 
moft conducive to promote virtue, ^be bappinef$ 
of ibciety, and the eternal felicity of mankind. 
|!W^^*>y The bill was ftrongly oppofed by the blfbops, a^ 
tending to fweep away all order and fubordination 
in religion, and to fubftitute fs^iaticifm; to un- 
ioofe the bonds of focicty, apd, under pretence of 
eftablifhing religious liberty, to opeii the door to 
every fpecies of licentioufnefs, npgleO:, and even 
contempt of chriftianity. Dr. Horfely admitted 
the abfurdity of feme of the penal laws, and their 
total inapplicability to the prefent circumftances of 
fociety ; but he objefted to the bill, as be thought 
it would tear up the church of England from the 
root ; and as the deflruftion of an ally mud ne- 
ceffarily afFeft the intcrefts and exiftence of the 
principal, it would tend to deftroy the very being 
andrejeacd. of the Englifli conftitution : the bill was rejede4 
at the. fecond reading *. 

* Lord Stanhope, replying to the bifliops, faid, that if the 
reverend bench would not fufFer him to load away cheir rub- 
bifti by cartfulls, he would endeavour to carry it ofF in wheel- 
barrows ; and if that mode fhould be refifledy he would take 
it away with a fps^de. Having foon after fome converfation 
refpeding the exa<ftion of tithes from quakers, in which he 
diJcred from the chancellor, lord Stanhope faid, I (haU 

teach 
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By a vote of the laft feffion, the confideration of chap. 
the flave trade having been poftponed to the pre- ^_^^^ 
£bat, the commons iatended to have refumed it 17^9- 
yearly, but the unforefeen bufmefs which occupied 
the attention of parliament from Noviember to 
lyiarch, rendered it impoffible to take it into confi* 
deration, until the feafon was too far advanced for 
fully difcufling fuch an extenfive and complicated 
fabjed. The privy council had perfevered in invefti- 
^ing the fa<£ts ; from them a large and elaborate 
report was prefented to the houfe, and feveral peti- 
tions^ both for and againft the propofed abolition of 
the fl^ye trader were fubmitted to their confidera- 
tion. On the twelfth of May Mr. Wilberforce in- Mr. wiu 
troduced a fet of refolutions, amounting to twelve, n^Ton%lt 
which he deduced from the report of the privy 
council, Africa (he faid in his prefatory fpeech)^ 
was a country divided under many kings, govern- 
nients, and laws : a great portion of that region 
was fubjedled to tyrannical dominion ; men were 
confidered merely as gopds and property, and ar- 
ticles of fale and plunder like any other mercantile 
wares. The kings and princes had been purpofely 
infpired with a fondnefs for our commodities; 
they waged war on each other, and ravaged their 
own country, in order to procure thereby the cap- 
tivity and difpofal of their countrymen ; and in their 
frourts of law many poor wretches, though inno- 
cent, were condemned to fervitude. To obtain 
a fufHcient number of ilaves, thoufands were kid- 
teach the noble and learned lord law,. as I have this day 
taught the bench of bifliops religion. See Pariianacntary 
Debates. 

napped 
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napped and torn from tlieir famSies and their 
conntry, and fentenced to mifsiy. All tbefe afler- 
■7^«- tions (he faid) were verified by every hiftory of 
Africa, and notv confirnred by the report of the 
privy council. He confidered the fubjeft, firft, as 
a queftion of humanity ; and fecondly, of policy. 
From the evidence before the council it appeared, 
that the number of flaves carried away from Africa, 
on an average of four years, amounted to thirty- 
eight thoufand annually : of thefe by far the greater 
part was brought from the inland country, and at a 
great diftance from the coafts. According to the 
mformation that had been received^ the perfons pur- 
chafed for flaves confided chiefly of four clafles : 
firfl, prifoners taken in war: fecondly, perfons 
feized for debt, or on account of real or imputed 
crimes, particularly adultery and witchcraft,' in 
which cafes the whole families of the captives were 
frequently vended for the profit of thpfe by whom 
they were condemned : thirdly, domeftic flaves fold* 
for the emolument of their matters, at. the will of 
their owner, and in foiue places on being condemned 
by them fof real or imputed crimes : fourthly, per- 
fons made flaves by various afts of oppreflion, vio- 
lence, or fraud, committed either by the princes 
and chiefs of thofe countries on their fubjefts, 
or private individuals on each other ; or- by 
Europeans engaged in this traffic. The trade car- 
ried on for the purpoCe of flaves had a neceflary 
tendency to caufe frequent and cruel wars among 
the nations ; to produce unjufl: conviclions and ag- 
gravated punifhments for pretended crimes ; to en- 
courage acls of oppreflion, violence, and fraud ; 

and 



REIGN OF GEORGE IH. . 347 

and to obftruft the natural courfe of civilization ^ *^^ **• 
and improvement in thofe countries. He confidered ^. ■■■^■ /w 
the fubjeft next on the ground of poHcy : the con- ''^^' 
tinent of Africa furniihed ieveral valuable articles 
peculiar to that quarter of the globe, and highly 
important to the trade and manufadures of this 
kingdom. For the flave trade, there might be fubfti* 
tuted an extenfive commerce, which would equal 
the profits of that traffic, and would probably in* 
creafe with the civilization and improvement that 
would proceed from the abolition of fuch a barba* 
rous and depopulating merchandize. The infec* 
tious dift^^pers arifing from the confinement of 
the negroes rendered the flave trade more deftruc* 
tive to Britiih- feamien, than other kinds of com- 
merce on the fame coafts, or in equally torrid lati« 
tudes. The mode of conveying blacks from Africa 
neceffarily expofed them to many grievous fufferings, s. 
whicH no regulation could prevent : on their: paf- 
fage,and in the Weft Indies, before they, were fold, 
great numbers periflied, and proportionably dimi- 
nifhed the^value of the cargo : difeafes prevailed 
with peculiar feverity among negroes newly im- 
ported, and the number of deaths far exceeded the 
ufual mortality of natives. The natural increafe of 
population amtong negroes in our plantations was 
impeded by the inequality of the fexes in the im- 
portations from Africa ; the general diflblutenefs of 
manners, and the want of proper regulations for 
the encouragement of marriages, obftrufted the 
nourifhment of healthy children ; hence, he con* 
eluded, that if we obviated the caufes which had 
tiitherto obftru£ted the natural increafe of negroes 

in . 
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CHAP, in the Weft Indies, and eftablUhed regulations re- 
^..^ ^-^ fpefting their food, health, and labour, without dinu* 
^^^ nifbing the profits of the planter^ no mconfiderable 
or permanent inconvenience would refult from dtf- 
continuing the farther importation of African flaves. 
All impartial bearers^ or readers capable of compre- 
hending and appreciating Mr. Wilberforce^s view 
of the ilave trade, whatever their opinions might be 
concerning the evidence on which he grounded 
bis re^foning, agreed in efieemiiq;! the pre£^t 
fpeecfa and propofitxons the ableft, fiiUeft^ and moft 
mafterly exhibition of the reaibns for abolijSvag the 
trafEc, that had been prefented on that important 
The (^Qef. fubje£L The defenders of the traffic did not then 
jiTncd M^die ottter minutely into the queftioQ^ but, confining 
femol?*^ themfdves to hm^ general aiiimadvecfiom^ poft- 
]K>ned a detaxkd anfwer to the £GdQowtng fef&on ; 
to which period it was. fettled that £mher confider*^ 
ation fliould be deferied: oieanwhtle, &e brtt 
brought in by fir WilUam Dolben,. for regulating 
the traafportatbn of flaves from African to the Weft** 
India ifiands» was bj another s»£); continued and 
amend!ed« 
Mr. Grea- In the beginning of June, lord Sidney refigned 
rppointed •^ office of fccretary of ftate for the home depart^ 
i?atc"anV^ mcnt, aod. Mr. Grenville was appointed to fiipply 
Mr. Ad. his place. The fpeaker's chair being thus vacaBt, 
KtS^Vxm' Mr» Henry Addington, member for Berkifaire^ was 
as Speaker, pj^p^fgd for that officc by the frienda of the mae&^ 
ters, and fir Gilbert Elliot by oppofidon : the elec- 
tion was carried in favour of Mr. Addington, by a 
majority of two hundred and fifteen ta one. bun^ 
dred and forty-two. On the cievenih 9f June, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pitt opened to the houfe his financial fcheme chap. 
for the year : the permanent income declared ne« v^^,.-^ 
ccffary by the committee of 1786 to defray the an- '^^5- 
nual demands, was 15,500,000!. ; for the laft two. 
years the income had exceeded that fum 78,0001.9 
but the expences of the preceding year, the atma« 
ment, the difcharge of the prince of Wales^s debts^ 
the fums beftowed on the loyalifts, and other un- 
forefeen contingencies, had greatly exceeded the 
ufual peace eftablifliment : from thefe caufes the Fininciai 
total amount of the fupplies required for the current 
year amounted to 5,730,0001., befides the annual 
renewal of exchequer bills : the minifter informed 
the houfe, that to provide this fupply, in addition 
to the ufual refources, a loan for a million would a loan u 
be neceflary : this ium he propofed to borrow on ^^"L^ 
a tontine, by which means the incumbrance would *'?i^*;'?'' 

' •' ^ niftcr) from 

in time be removed without any permanent aug- * ttmporvf 
mentation of the public debt. As the neceifity of 
.the loan arofe, not from a defalcation of income, but 
from temporary incrcafe of expenditure, the mini- 
fter contended, that no fair argument could be ad« 
duced from ir, tending to difcredit accounts that our 
finances were flourifbing, or to diminiih the proba* 
I^Uty of redticitig the national incumbrances. To pa/ 
the infereft of four and a half per cent, for the fum 
now borrowed) and alfo to fupply the deficiency of 
56,0001. incurred by the repeal of the fhop-tax:, 
Mr- Pitt ftated, that new taxes w-ould be wjmted to 
the amotint of 100,000}. ; for this purpofe he pro^ 
^ofed to add one halfpenny to the ftamp duties on 
every newfpaper, and fixpence additional on each 
advertifement ; freib duties alfo upon cards and 
8 dice. 
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CHAP, dice, upon probates of wills, and upon horfes 
<^.^"-lw and carriages. The ingenuity of Mr, Sheridan en- 
w/^s'lfen deavoured to eftablifli the following propofitions : 
dan difpurcs that, for thc three laft years, the expenditure has 
tilLJ. ' ' exceeded the income two millions, and may be ex- 
pefted to do fo for three years to come : that no 
progrefs has hitherto been made in the reduftion 
of the public debt : that there is no ground for ra* 
tional expedation that any progrefs can be made 
without a confiderable increafe of the annual in* 
come, or reduftion of the expences. The com- 
mittee had declared, upon a comparifon between 
the income and expenditure, that the former would 
be adequate to the latter without a loan : a loan 
had, however, taken place* The committee had 
declared that the annual income would amount to 
a fpecific fum ; but oa an average of three years 
* there had been a deficiency : that the expenditure 
exceeded the income he endeavoured to prove from 
ealcuiatibg probabilities, inftead of detailing items ; 
and adopted the fame hypothetical mode of argu* 
ment to fupport his other pditions *. In ftating 
both income and expenditure, he took into the acr 
count on the one hand the year 1786 of diminiihed 
produftivenefs from a temporary caufe, jthe reduc- 
tion of duties, in confequence of a commercial 
treaty, that fo foon compenfated this dimidutioA 
of receipt : on the other the year of 1788, a, period 
of expenditure beyond the ufual demands in tlmt 
of peace; and thus endeavoured %o make fubjed^ 
fpecially circumftanced the foundation pf a ge^'erd 

• See Parliamentarj Debates, June 11 j 14789. 
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average. Mr. Grenville, from plain fafts and chap. 
authentic documents, detefled, and clearly ex- w^^'i^ 
pofed the fophiftical reafoning of extraordinary *?*>• 
genius^ exercifed in forming an hypothefis inimical^ 
to political adverfaries *. 

To increafe the revenue by the farther pre- nuifwfai- 
vention of frauds, Mr. Pitt propofed a bill for utco wti 
transferring the duties on tobacco from the 
cuftoms to the excife: tobacco, being a com- 
Tnodity of general confumption, might be ren- 
dered a produdive fource of revenue, but under 
the prefent regulations and duties was an article of 
fmuggh'ng, and indeed the principal fubjeft of con- 
traband trade, fince the late aft concerning tea, 
wines, and fpirits. It appeared on inquiry and in- 
veftigation, that one half of the tobacco confumed 
in the kingdom was fmuggled, and that the revenue 
was defrauded by this means to the amount of 
nearly 300,0001. To remedy this evil the moft 
cffeflual means would be to ful)jeft the greater part 
of the duty on tobacco to the furvey of excife : the 
peculiar benefit of this change in the mode of col- 
leflion, as a detail of the proceeds proved, had been 
very clearly exemplified in the article of wine : the 
manufadlurers would no doubt make objeftions to 
the prefent propofition, as dealers in wine had done 
refpefting the change in the duties upon their mer- 
chandize : but though they w^ere to be heard with 
candour, affertions affefting their own interefts were 
to be fcrutinized with ftridnefs, and to be nq, farther 
admitted than they were fupported with collateral 

• Sec Parliamentary Debates, June 11, 1789. 
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CHAP, proof. While the Ull affeftiog their commodity wscs 

i_^ ^ pending, dealers in wine had afferted confident! j^ 

«7*9- that, under the reftriftions, they could not carry on 

their trade : the houfe at that time thought thdr 

reafoning infuilicient, and tried the experiment ; the 

refult had been, that the trade had increafed to an 

aftoniOiing degree. The plan was controverted on 

general and fpecial ground; by expofing Britifh 

fubje^s to fummary infpeflion and Tummary trials, 

the e^tenfion of the excife laws was inconliftent 

with the principles of the conftitution : there was a 

peculiar hardfliip in fubjeding this manufadure to 

the excife, and the total lofs of the trade itfelf would 

probably be the confequence : the variations in the 

weight of tobacco, during the procefs of its manu-^ 

fa6ture, were fo inconceivably great, and at the fame 

time fo uncertain, that it w'ould be impoflible for 

the officers of the excife to take any account of 

flock, which might not fubjeft the retailer, on the 

one hand, to a rumous excefs of duty, or on the 

other, to fines and forfeitures equally pernicious : 

there were, moreover, valuable fecrets poflTefled by 

manufafturers of tobacco and fnuflF * ; thefe would 

be inevitably expofed to the difcovery of excifemen, 

^among whom there might be perfoHs capable of 

popuiir cu- profiting by fuch an opportunity, A loud clamour 

mo«ragamft ^^^ echocd through the country againft the exten- 

fion of the excife, as an unconftitutional and op- 

preiTive meafure, and an iniradion of Bridfli 

liberty ; but fuch trite declamation did not influence 

* Sojne of thcfe> it was affirmed, had been purchafed at 
upwards of lo^ooo'l. 

legiilature: 
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fegillature. • The bill, in its paflkgt through the ^ ^^ **• 
faoufes^ underwent various modlft^ationsi after v^-^^-w 
which it received the royal aflfent. itis^ed 

'On the firft of July, Mr. DundaH p^dfentedl td jj^^*^^^; 
the houfe a ftatement of Indian finahce : from thi< profpenty ef 
account it appeared, that the annual revenues, after by Mr/ 
defraying the expence of the different fettlemetits^ r>uni9M. 
amounted to 1,848,000 L 5 that the intcreft of thi 
debt was 480,700 L and the principal 7,604,00a L j 
the excefs of the revenue beyond the intereft w3rt 
1,^67,300!. (o be applied to the liquidation 6f theif 
debt. A petition was foon after prefented from ih* 
company, praying that they might be permitted t^ 
add one million to their capital ftock. This appli^ . 
cation was fupported by Mr. Dundas, who affirmed 
that, upon a fuppofition of the final extinflion of 
their charter in 1794, their effefts in Europe would 
overbalance their debts by the fum of 350,0001. ; 
and that with refpedt to their debts in India, they 
would go along with the territory, and be very 
readily undertaken by thofe into whofefoever hands 
the poffeffion of that territory might come. A bill 
to enable the company to carry the prayer of theit 
petition into effect was brought in, and pafled 
through both houfes with little oppofition. 

The trial of Mr. Haftings proceeded* very flowly ; siow prv. 
it was the twentieth of April before the court was nlftingi' /' 
Tefumed, and a charge was then opened by Mr. *"**• 
Burke, relative to the corrupt receipt of money. Iti 
the courfe of this accufation, having occafion to 
mention l»J"undcomar, Mr. Burke faid, that, Mr. 
Haftings had murdered Nundcomar by the hands 
*f fir Elijah Impey. As the proceedings Concern^ 

Vol. IV. A a ing 
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c H A t». m^ this rajjth made no part of the charges which 
i_^^A^ the managers were appointed to condud agamd Mr* 
^th^ HaftingS) the defendant petitioned the houfe either 
to bring forward and profeciite the allegation in a 
Ipecific article^or to reftrain their manager from afler* 
tions totally irrelevant to the bufmefs entrufted to the 
profecutors. A propofition of cenfure was moved 
againft Mr. Burke, as having exceeded the autho- 
rity vefted in him by the commons, and employed 
words which ought not to have been ufed.. The 
motion occafioned a warm debate, in which the ' 
fupporters of Mr. Burke contended, that the com**' 
plaint was made for the purpofe of difguftirig the 
managers with the office which they had under- 
taken { that if admitted it would fo narrow their 
ground of procedure a$ to defeat the purpofes of 
juftice. * Thofe who thought his expreffions blame- 
able, infifted that in no criminal procefs could 
the imputation of a crime not profecuted, and con- 
sequently by the' law prefumed not to exid, tend 
to the attainment of juftice. The matter of the 
, charges was definite j to them only was the accufer 
to fpeak, and to them only could the defendant 
anfwer : an affertion of extraneous guilt without an 
opportunity of denial, tended to produce an un- 
favourable impreffion that might affect the opinion 
of JTome judges on the real matter of the charges* 
The propofed motion, introduced by the. marquis 
of Graham, was carried by a majority of one hun- 
dred and thirty- five. , The proceedings refpefting 
Mr. Haftings underwent very virulent inveftives in 
periodical journals : one of thefe had the hardi- 
hood to afierty that ** the trial of Mr. Haftings 

" " was 
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was to be pat oflF to another feffion, utiiefs the chap. 
houfe of lords had fpirit enough to put an end ■.. 0^,'^ 
to fo jhameful a bu/tnefs /*' This paragraph being *7*0- 
complained of in the houfe, it was unanimoufly 
agreed the attorney-general (hould bie direded to 
profecute the printer ♦. A bill was this year in- 
troduced into parliament to eftablifli a perpetual 
anniverf^ry thankfgiving to Almighty God, for 
having by the glorious revolution' delivered this 
nation from arbitrary power, and to commemorate 
annually the confirmation of the people's rights* 
After paffing the houfe of commons it was rejefted 
by the Iprds, on the ground of being unneceflary, 
as the fervice of the fifth of November had been 
altered for the exprei's purpofe of commemorating 
that glorious event. 

On the eleventh of Auguft ended the longeft 
feffion which the hiftory has hitherto recorded, 
9|ter having continued almoft nine months with- 
out interruption. The chancellor, by his ma- 
jefty's command, prorogued the houfes, and de- 
livered a (hort fpeech containing his majefty's • 
thanks for the attention manifefled to pdblic 
bufincfs, and the fupplies which were granted: 
though the good offices of his majefty and 

• In th€ courfe of the converfation to which this motion 
gave rife, Mr. Burke read from one of the public prints a 
curious paper, purporting to be a biU of charges made by the 
editor upon major ^cott, for fundry articles inferted in the 
paper on his account. They chiefly confided of fpeeches, 
letters, and paragraphs, compofed by him 5 and amongft the 
reft was this Angular article : For attacking the veracity of Mr. 
Burie^ IS. ^d. 

A a a bis ^ 
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hh allies had not bkberto been tffe£hial for f eftc^ 
ring the general tran^ilUty^ yet the farther e^c^ 
'^ tenfion of hoftHities had been prevented, and the 
fituatton c^ affairs abroad promifed to this country 
the unintemipted enjoyteent of peaces 
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Cmtinental tuffmrsy^^—Tbf y^r \ 789 evfitOful, to the civilizi4 

v;9rld.'^Change in the relative folicy of France andAuflria^ 

^Profound policy of Kaunitz in the treaty of Aujiria vnth 

France. — Imperial confederacy —produces the defenfive alli^ 

ance of Britain^ HoUandy andfruffta. — State of the belligt' 

rent powers. — CharaBer of tie fitltan.'-^His death. — Sue* 

ceided by 8eUm. — Change of counfelsj and effeSts on military 

Op0rations.'^8uccejfes (f the Ruffians and Aufirians.^^Tbey 

refpe&vely capture Bender and JSelgrade'^^Oitoman enh* 

fire in danger. — ^weden^^-^DiftreJfes of Gufi(ivt\^^ — Efm 

forts of his genius and courage for extrication. — Miners of 

Dalecarlia.^^The Danes invade Sweden. — Britifb policy^ 

induces the Danes to retreat.-'^Gufiavus fupfrejfes mutiny 

andfa^ion, — He confirms his popularity. — IJe dire^s his 

whole energies again^ Ruffid. — Military and' naval cam-r 

jpengn between Sweden and Rujia. — Commotions in the 

Netherlands. — State and conflitution of thefe provinces'.^-' 

^fepVs vioknt deftre of change under the name of reform^ 

^i-^Innovfltions in the eccle/iqfiical efiabli/bment. — Suppref 

ftott of religious orders i'^-and conff cation of their propenty^ 

^^-^Siitpprejfton of ancient ^ venerated^ and beneficial cuffoms. 

Change of judicial forms and proceedings. ^^ Arbitrary fyf-^ 

tem introduced. — Subverfton of the eflahlified legiflature.^^^ 

Progrefs of defpotifm trampling liberty and franchifes.-r" 

yofepb confiders his Flemifb fubjeils merely as Jhurces ^ 

revenue. — Remonjfrances of the Netherlander s.^^Meeting' 

Bf the States* — Deputies are fent to VienncC.^'-^Jofeph pre^ 

fends to grant their requefts^ — Sends general Dalfon to the 

Nitherlands.^^Defpotic conduQ, of that Ggicef.-m-Effeih of 

his tyranny.'^Farther cruelty and robbery ky J^h.'r^ 

The Flemings refolve gn forcible refftance.^-^Jieclaration of 

A a 3 fights.'^ 
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rights.'^^The patriots defeat the Aufirian troops. ^-Thej form 
themfelves into a federal republic. 

CHAP. rpHE fummer of 1789 teemed with events of 
^...^.^ greater importance to the civilized world, than 

»7«9. any which are recorded in modern hiftory. Caufes 
/ui w> the that had long fecretly operated and gradually in- 
^id! created in force, now manifefted themfelves in the 
moft ftupendous effefts. Before, however, the 
hiftory proceeds to the principal tranfaftion which 
will render the year 1789 for ever memorable, it is 
proper to carry the narrative to other fubjefls that 
may illuftrate the collateral and relative ftate of 
other countries at the time in which a fyftem com- 
menced, that changed not only the policy but the 
opinion, fentiments, and character of continental 
Europe. 
Changes In During the laft thirty years a very important al- 

the relative . , , , i • , ,..»!• r 

policy of teration had taken place m the political relations or 
.Auftru.*"'* A^ continent. Through a great part of the fix- 
teenth century, and the whole of the feventeenth, the 
wars which agitated the chriftian world arofe chiefly 
from the contending ambition of France andof 
Auftria. At the acceffion of the houfe of Bour- 
bon, both the royal and imperial princes of Auftria 
had begun to decline *from that power which the 
family had poffeffed under one head. The infatu- 
ated bigotry of Philip undid much of what the ftil- 
ful policy of Charles had done ; neverthclefs, the 
dynafty, in the dominions of both the fovereigns 
retained a* power very formidable to their neigh- 
bours. To impair the ftrength of the houfe of 
Auftria was the principal objed of Hetiry IV. in 

his 
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his foreign politics. His fucceffors, its' we have ^"^^' 
feen * throughout the feventeenth century, purfqed y.^^ s^ ' ^ 
this policy, and with fuch efficacy' as to render the '7«9? 
French monarchy far fuperior to the combined do- 
minions of the two Auftnan branches* In the foc- 
ceffive wars of Louis the XIIL and XIV. againit 
Spahi and Auftrian Germany, Frsmce made large 
acquiiitions ; and that war, which waa mor$ fatal 
to her than any which {he had encountered in 
modem times, fecured to her princes the kingdom 
and dominions^ of Spain. This was the mqft dif» 
aftrous blow which France ever gave to the houfe 
of Auftria, and appeared to threaten her rapid hu* 
miliation,- ;Rit the maritime ambition of France 
having driven her to pernicious contefts with £ng« 
land, arrefled the progrefs of her continental advan«i 
tages * : . fhe required a long interval of peace after 
the death of Louis XIV. to recruit her ftrength ; 
and at the demife of the emperor Charles VI. (be 
^vas recovered from her loflfes, and fufliciently po-* 
t^t to annoy her neighbours, A new co-opera* 
tor now arofe againft the houfe of Auftria} th^ king 
of PruiHa on the one fide aggrandized himfelf at the 
^xpence of M^iia Therefa, while France prefled 
her on the other; and at the peape of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle the emprefs»queen found her hereditary domi- 
|iion« curtailed, and her ftrength impaired, For a 
century and a half Auftria had been progreffively 
lofing i h^r maritime ally h^d beien viQifornfly vi?^ . 

♦ See the Introdu<.^Ion to this hiftpry, ^ 
t The impolicy of the French contefts with Englajid is 
placed in a very ftriking light by Soulavie^. a writer i^pw at 
tjie court of Bonaparte. See bis Memoirs of IfOuis XVl. . 

Aa4 tor}o»s; 
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CHAP, toriout : but the navnl triumphs of Britain had not 
s^^sj'-L^ averted diiafter from Auftria. Such was the general 
ProSfn a ^"^* ^^ policy and eventi when Kaunitz came to 
policy of be the mtnifter of the cmprefs^quccn. The pene<« 
io the treaty f rating aiid comprehenfive genius of that celebrated 
w'itb Frlnce. Aatefmau faw, that in the whole refult of ooatentioa 
Auftria was really not a match for France ; and that 
if fhe perfifted in enmity to that kingdom^ flie not 
only would be totally unable to recover her lolTes, 
but auft incur greater. He conceived a defign 
which, he trufted, would reftore the fplendor of 
Auftria, and might permit France to embark in pro* 
jeds that he knew to be agreeable to her inclina* 
tionsj but was convtilced would reduce, her re- 
fources, and leave to her lefs ftrength for continen- 
tal advancement*. Hence arofe the treaty of 
1756 with France, which fuflfered Auftria, inftead 
of afling on the defenftve, to refume her offenfive 
ambition ; and though her projeds were defeated 
for the time by the geniut and heroifm of Frederic, 
yet her means of influence and aggrandizement 
were eflentiaUy increafed by her amity with France. 
The want of a continental rival encouraged France 
to dire£t her principal eflForts to a favourite obje^, 
that (he never could nor can obtain : (he hoped to 
overpower the naval ftrength of the miftrets of the 
ocean : failed in the extravagant and impradlicable 
attempts, and wafted at fea that ftrength which 
might have made her irrefiftible by land ; and thus 
the diminution of the refources and power of France 
was, as Kaunitz forefaw tf the confequence of her 

* See Soulavic's Memoirs of Louis XVI. vol. iii. cluip. 8* 
f See Soulavie /fl^OT. • 

connexion 
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connexion .with her andent rival, while Attftria by Q h a ih 
the exhauftion of her neighbour was able to avail v.,.*-^^ 
herfelf of the plundering projects of Ruflia an4 '^^ 
Pruiija J and the difmembern^em of Pdand was evVr 
dendy one fruit of KUunita^s fcheoic. By the • t^ 

Anierican war France was fo much enfeebkd» as in ' 

a great degree to have IqH her former efficiency on 
the continent of Europe- The antient opponent of 
Auftrian ap^bition having thus difcontinued her ef^ 
forts, Tofeph now hoped by his co-operation with imp«'»» 
the other principal potentate of the contmeat, that 
be would ihare the fpoils of the Turkifli empire, 
drip FruiSa of her late acquifitions, eietend the 
Auilrian influence in Germany, and raife bis. family 
to m extent of dominion and fplendor unparalleled 
fince Charles V. In this expedation he had com* 
menced the war, and notwithftanding the untoward 
events of the preceding campaign, be ftill trufted 
that he would ultimately fucceed in his projects of 
lawlefs fpoUation. The principle of Briti(h inter- 
ference in continental politics was uniform ; to pre- 
vent any other potentate from acquiring fuch an 
acceffion of power as might endanger the indepen** 
dence of Europe, • and the fecurity of thefe realms* 
The application of this principle led the £ngli(h f '<i"c« the 
cabinet to infpirit meafures of defence againft the lunce of 
imperial aggreffors ; and in fuch circumftanccs to HoiTand, 
combina wkh Pruffia, which was the moft interefted, *"^ *''"^*- 
difpofed, and able to repel the ambitious confede^ 
tacy. Frederic William very readily aflented f 
thence arofe the defenfive alliance, whofe politicat 
counfejs and efforts direfted and invigorated the 
military preparations of the nations -that were at 
' . I . war 
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CHAP* war with Auftria and Roflia ; but the ignorance 

\,,^,>^ and barbarity of one of the beHigerent maintainers 

^^9* of national independence, prevented her from 

fteadily following the advice of Britifh wifdom. 
8^^«fHit We left the emperor returned to Vienna with 

difappointment and difguft, becaufe a war contrary 



to juftice and policy had produced difafler and dif- 
grace ; Ruffia profiting by his efforts, in employing 
fo great a part of the ftrength of her enem^j and 
enabled to make a powerful impreffion on the 
Turkifli dominions. Notwithftanding the lofs of 
Oczakow, the campaign of 1788 had been on the 
whole favourable to the Ottomans ; the advantages 
on the Danube compenfated the lofs upon the 
Niefter. The ability of the visier had invigorated 
and formed his troops, reftored the military charac- 
ter of the Ottomans, and difplayed itfelf in policy 
as well as in war ; but the talents and virtues of this 
minifter were mifreprefented by envy, and mifap* 
prehended by ignorance ; condufl, not only wife 
but neceflary, was imputed to weaknefs and pufii* 
lanimity. One man, however, at court was able to 
appreciate his merit ; this was the (khan himfelf, 
charaacr^f Abdulbamct, a prince of a very different character 
**^^"*'*^- from thofe who ufually filled the Turkiih throne: 
far from the grofs ignorance that commonlymarked 
the Ottoman defpots, 1^ was diftlnguifhed for intel- 
ligence and information: inftead of ferocity, 
^ cruelty, and barbarity, leading features in his 
character \(rere humanity and beneficence : he was 
converfant in the languages and faiences of feveral 
chriflian countries : he fpoke the Italian, Spanifh, 
and French tongues with confiderable fluency, and 

under* 
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tiiiderRood them all perfeftly : he delighted greatly ^^^^j^* 
in perufing Etrropegn books^ and converfing with w—v-w 
European men ; and his favourite fubjefts of dif- '^'^^ 
^ourfe and iludy were hidory and politics. Such 
abilities, acquirements, and difpofitions, were not the 
moft favourable to admiration, of either the gloomy ^ 
iiiperftition or favage defpotifm of his empire. As 
a prudent fovereign he fcrupulouily adhered to the 
eftablifhed forms of hi$ country's religion ; but by 
perfons who were well acquainted with his acute* 
nels, he was conjedlured not to be without a per* 
ception of its abfurdities : he faw and deeply la- 
mented the dreadful vices of the Turkifh govern- 
ment and inftltutions, but knew them to be fo in* 
ferwoven with the fentiments, opinions *, and cha- 
rafters of mufluliiien, that any attempt to effefi a 
reform would be unavailing, until Ihe people them- 
felves ihould undergo a complete revolution ; what 
he could not correft in principle, he end'eavoured 
to moderate in praftice : to improve his fub- 
jefts, and to prepare them gradually for beneficial 
change, he encouraged induftry and. the arts, agri* 
culture^ commerce, and manufaftures. He abhor- 
red the janizaries, as a body of men infolent and 
opprcffive to his fubjefts, and dangerous tohimfelf ; 
2lnd had projected the formation of a regular army 
' on the European model, which might have afforded 
the means of internal tranquillity and of defence 
- from foreign attack, without enflaving the people 
and endangering the fovereign. In his grand vizier 
he found a very able counfellor and co-adjutor ; 

• Aftnual Regifter 1789. 

when 




by Selia, 
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when that oflker returned from the army to tha 
fapkal, a violent fa^ion having foaght his deftrue* 
tion, the fultan ordered him to be arretted, not wkh 
a view to inBiA fommary puniflimenty according ta 
the ufual mode of the Turkifh emperors, but ta 
make him ftand a fair and impartial trial : the re« 
fult was an honourable acquittal ; foon after whif h 
be returned to the army to make difpofitions for 

Hit death, the approaching campaign. On the feventeenth of 
April 1789, the Turkifli empire experienced 4 
- misfortune, produ£tive in its coniequences of the 
greateft calamities and humiliation; Abdulhamet 
being fuddcnly feized with a fit in theftreet, dropped 
down, and after languiflibg a few hours expired. 

Succeeded He was fucceeded by his nephew Selim, of whom 
great hopes had been entertained, as h^ was edu- 
cated under the eye and diredion of his excellent 
uncle : but the iirfl a£t of his reign By no means 
confirmed the ezpe£tations in his favour } the rood 
tyrannical rapacity manifefted itfelf in his conduct : 
its firfl: vidlim was Jufifu Pacha, the illuftrious grand 
vizier ; this minifter pofiefling wealth to the amount 
of about a million fterling, was feized at the head, 
of the grand army, conveyed prifoner to Conftan«- 
tinople, fentenced to banifhment and the forfeiture 
of his treafures : on his way to his place of exile 
be was murdered, his head was brought in triumph 
to the fultan, and by his orders hung up to g^race 
the gates of the feraglio. Confifcation and execu- 
tion were the daily ads of the young defpot ; every 
wife meafure of his uncle was changed, and, except 
the grand admiral, every able ofEcer and wife coun- 
fellor was difpla^e4 ; th9 Turkiih empire rifing to 

ancient 
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ikticient glory under the wifdom and tittufe of onp t nkr. 
ruler, was, by the vice and folly of anoth^, foon \^^!1^ 
precipitated to a lower abyfs of difgrnce and tli&ffcer ^iH- 
than it had ever experienced. The ba&aw of counrds^'Lui 
Widin was appointed grand vizier, and foon (hewed ^ary" 
how totally unqualified he wa» to fup()ly the pk^t ^'p^*^*"*'* 
of his predeceflfor. As the preceding ^ampaiga 
had been fuccefsfyl againft the eiiiperor, and un«- 
fuccefsful againft the Ruffians, the late visier had 
propofed for the prefent campaign an oSenfivd wat 
ligainfl: the Auftrians, to improve the advantaged 
^ilready obtained, and a defeftfivt warfafe againft 
the Ruffians, to prevent their farther progrefst 
the young fultan and his minifter, to flieW that 
they would be governed entirely by their own couti«i 
fels, feverfed the plans of their predi&c^ffors, and by 
a ^oft prepofterous policy determined to attack th* 
conquerors, and defend themfelves againft the van*, 
tjuifhed * ; and on this fcbeme they concerted thcit 
operations. The grand vizier promifed to tetrieve 
Oczakow, and marched northward for that pur- 
pofe : the Ruffians, under general Kamefifkoi, bein^ 
placed on the borders of Beflarabia, not only pro^- 
kefted Oczakow, but endangered Bender: tht 
grand Ruffian army, under the princes Potemkin 
laud Repnin, was ftationed between the Bog and tht 
Ndfter, to cover their late conqueft and make far- 
ther advances. A plan of much better concert was 
this year contrived and executed bet«(reen the Au- 
ftrians and Ruffians, than in the former ; the em- succeffes of 
♦ peror prepared, as before, four armies ; his own fi^^^f "J^ 
health tfid not adrnit of his taking tht command in Auiuians. 

• tet Axarxi Rcgifter t?*^! chap. vii. 

perfon 
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^ X t ^' perfon, but he prevailed on old marftal Haddick to 
w^--w head his grand army, which was defined to iaft m 
x789« the neighbourhood of Belgrade. The troops next 
in fqrce, the fcene of whofe exertions was to be the 
north-weft frontiers of Turkey near Croatia and the 
river Save, he placed under marfhal Loudon : the 
prince of Saxe Coburg took the lead on the fide of 
Moldavia, and co-operated with the Ruffian general 
Suwarrow ; between him and the grand Auftriaii 
army the prince Hohenloe commanded on the fron- 
tiers of Wallachia to carry on a war of pofts and 
ficirmifiies, and to ad, in concert with either the 
forces to his right or left, as occafion might require : 
thus, from Oczakow to Dalmatia, from the north- 
ern extremity of the Euxine to the Adriatic, a 
line of armies extended along the whole, fron* 
tier of Turkey, amopnting to three hundred thou- 
land brave men,- well difciplined, commanded by 
ikilful generals, and fo ftationed as to ad with the 
lupft perfed concert. Againft fuch a confede* 
racy of force and ikill had the Turks to con- 
tend ; by wickednefs and infatuation, deprived of 
the leaders and counfellors who could have beft 
direded their efforts. The prince of Saxe Coburg 
foft retrieved the hbnour of the Auftrian arms in 
this war : a Turkifli ferafkier, at the head of an 
army of thirty thoufand men, being encamped near 
Fockfan, a fortified town in Wallachia, the prince 
of Coburg, with a much inferior force, attacked 
him in his camp, and gained a con)plete vidory; 
the feralkier himfelf, with a number of his principal 
officers were taken prifoners ; a,bove five thoufan^ 
of his men were killed or captured ; the whole 
army was difperfed and ruined , while tht artillery 

and 



REIGN OF GEORGE HI. 3<7 

and fpoils of the, camp, with the town of Fockfani c ha p, 

fell into the hands of the conquerprs. In BeiTara* ^^0^^^. 

bia the Turks engaged in a number of fmall and *'*^ 

defultory battles, in which they were generally de» 

feated* The vieier feeing no hopes of making good 

his bc^aft refpeding Qasakow> in the month of Au« 

guft, with the grand Turkifli army, took a weftera 

.diredion, and came to the heart of ,Wallachia» The 

prince of Saxe Coburg and marflial Suwarrow, 

having marched fouthwards with an army conlift- 

ing of near thirty thoufand men, attacked the Turk* 

i(h hod, that amounted to ninety thoufand, near 

Martinefte, and with little difficulty or lofs gained 

one of the mod fignal vidories recorded in modem 

hidory ; ten thoufand were killed on the fpot, the 

rout and difperfion was complete j ceffation of pur* 

fuit from the conquerors only faved the (laughter 

from being geheral ; and the whole camp, including 

the grand vizier^s tent and equipage, an immenfe 

quantity of ftores, furniture, proviiions, and ammu* 

nition, were among the fpoils of the conquerors* 

The fugitives haftened acrofs the Danube, execrate 

ing their general to whofe folly and mifcondaft 

they imputed their difaftcr ; they reminded him of 

his boafts, and compared thefe with his aflual per« 

formance *. The yidors purfuing their advantage^ 

• So blindly and ftupldly arrogant was this W€ak, hcai- 
ftrong, and ignorant man, that, when he took the command 
of the army, he caufed an immenfe quantity of iron chains 
to be made, in order to manacle the legions of Auftrian and 
Ruffian prifoners^ whom he expe<^ed to drive before him to 
Coni^antinople, as monuments of triumph* At the clofe of 
the campiugn he was beheaded* See /Innual Regifter 1789. 

captured 
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c rf A p. capturedBuchareft,theaipitalofWalIacfaia, with the 
\t0m^.yJm^ foTtrcft of Cyer^itfc, and reduced the greater pare 
»y*^' df the province* Near Bender the Turks difphyed 
great valour in fcveral encounters under Ha^an 
Bey ; but engaging in a pitched battle, after a very 
obftiiiate conteft, they were entirely defeated : in 
confequence of ,this viftory prince Potemkin laid 
fiege to Bender, which, after having vigoroufly de*i 
fended itfclf, furrendered in the month of Novem- 
ber. On the weftern frontiers of the Turkifli em- 
pire, the moft important enter prizes were under- 
taken on the fide of Croatia : marlhal Laudohn be- 
gan the campaign with befieging Gradifca, which 
^ in the former year had fo vigoroufly withftood the 
Auftrian attacks : on the twentieth of June, inftead 
of regularly conftruAing Hnes of circumvallation^ 
he commenced, a violent cannonade and bombard* 
ment : the Turks were fo much intimidated, that 
on the fecond day they evacuated the phce : they 
had, indeed, no confidence in the prefent comman- 
der in chief, the grand vizier ; and predeftinationi 
mingling with their dejeftion, on account of fo 
taany difaftets, they conceived that every attempt 
againfl: the Ruffians and Auftrians would be totally 
ufelef^, and that fate had decreed they were to be 
vanquiihed : this fuperftition had a very powerful 
influence on their condufl:, and greatly contributed 
They re to the viftories of their enemies. After his fuccefs 
irfu'w'^ at Gradifca, Loudon made preparations for the fiege 
Bender and pf Belgrade : the Turks were fo difmayed, that an 
operofe attack was not neceflTary : thefyftematicand 
. fteady adherence of the Germans to precedent, 
however, made them employ £h6 Tamfe time and 

labour 
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bdbour in difpofido^s for this enterpriaBe, tbat wcmid chap* 
bare been wanted in quite ^different circumftances,^ t^-i,^.,,.-^,^ 
and quite diflferent fentiments of the enemy. For* '7S9« 
meriy in befieging Belgrade great numbers of 
boats had been employed by the AuftrianS) m order 
to opppfe mukitndes of the boatft employed by the 
Torlu in its defence : at prefent the Ottomans had 
on th^ Danube no nautical force of the kind : the 
Germans, howevo-, proceeded upon their general 
principte, both in war and politics, authority and 
precedent ; and like other votaries of the fame 
rules pf reafoning, did not very nicely inveft%ate 
the cafe : prince Eugene, they faid, employed boaC| 
in befieging Belgrade ; therefore we muft ufe them 
alfo : in making preparatk)ns up<m this principle, 
fo much time elapfed, that it was the twelfth of 
Septem|)er before the Auftrians invefted the place : 
the trenches were fpeedily opened, and the batteries 
conftru^ed ; and after a defence df about eighteen 
day& the town was ts^en by aflault. Thus the prin« 
dpal fortrefles on the Turkifli frontiers fell under the 
arms of Auftrla and of Ruffia ; the TuxUfli troopa 
were defeated, and believing th^mfelves victims of 
alUpowerful deftiny, were filled with confternation 
and difmay ; they could no longer bear the fight ottomui 
of theh* enemy, and any fmall Auftrian or Ruffian ^^/"^ 
detachment was fufficient to difperfe any number 
of tbofe who attempted to form a body : winter 
only feemed to retard the fubverfion of the Otto* 
man empire. 

While the Ruffians were making rapid flrebhes Sut^ei. 
to the attainment of their grand obje£b m the fouth^ 
tbdr a£Uve, enterprifing, and intrepid foe in the 
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a H A p« ao^b; afforded ifaem coofiderable :suinb7WM| 
w^.^^.^1^ Guftavus, wheiL abcmt to eommeiKie iioftiUtics vhbf 
^?^9* RuQia, had. employed great pains (o.coamce the 
coutt vof Denmark,^ that k was the commoa iiKer^ft 
of .both kingdoms to.opppie.the enccoachiag poli-f 
tics qF Caitharine* There were, bbweirer^ feveri^ 
ohftacles to a.confederation^between.Deitmark aatf 
Sweden. The very year . in whiich .Quftavns h$A 
accomplifhed a revolution, in . bk rown , country} 
grealivdifcontdits having arifen in Norway,, the ki&g 
ef Sweden had ftudioufly fomented them^ and alt 
taoft fucceed^d in exciting an infurre£tio&. Though 
|he difeovery of the dcfign by the court of Copea(^ 
hageii^ before it was ripe for- ex€cutiony:> prevented 
It from beiiig accompHihed, yet Denmark had e^r 
fince regarded Sweden- v^h a very watchful and 
jeaku$ eye : - Catharine, on the other ^ band, had 
i!uttivated the friendihip of the Damfli court with 
the <laf€ft affiduity :• ihe had facrificed to Denthark 
patrfenonial- rights and inheritances of pcrfon in- the 
duchies? of Slefwick and Holfteiuj and thereby ^eii- 
abled thV Danes to round -their dominiotos'On'tfie 
frde of Germany. -- In addition to the general poKcy 
by which Gatharkid eftabliflyed powerful 'partifeiisf 
ihvthe-neighboufing courts, this cohduar enhanteed 
\ .. > *he connexion thbt^had long fubfifted betweto 
Denmark and Ruffia.- The king of'Swedehy *by 
febfequent attentions, endeavoured^ to obliterate In 
Denmark his meafuresrefpefting Norway. -On'Ae 
commencement of the Turkifli war he paid a very 
- unexpeQ:ed vifit at Copenhagen j and endeavotfred 
^ully to conciliate the court and' nation, and to im^^ 
prcfs them with an 'opinion, of tbe tianger that tmitt 
"^ 8 • ^* ^ acifrue 
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mi 9^!-*P>fe)dangffftj m^lib fo defcplyJ sufffeacd , *'^'' . 

jlj^^q^ ^0 'CjWfi^^e^ them, -s^ featii-dty rvifiontay ^. ^^ 
jqere creatq^as^qf |ua> Jmagiiiatio6#:< They lamented 
j^lifrt,, hp;^ (^Qu|d,fif ijf^it^l^ fintfiftiiotts of iiiTidlviiilf 

«f^fic3yopif^p4 fjifopglyfilif^rdil^^ him &cini,futh aa 
i^9r{aking'?j. , ^ikh^h (he^j^mg vri^t unmoved 
by theuf ,?irgurA^tjfj:y?t, be 4i4 n^t enteccaia.the 
jfnpi]t;di^^t'.Jdea,,ttf '4ny,c(>pile£iion iirbfiftinfe bis* 
Jtia'feA iPenn^rk aad tl^i^ipa* ' jdlthaf ttre^ hosrerelii 
^^h^cp fQ.fu^ceftful*J»jJiiprc.m^^ iheifcoliwt 

0^ Deiimarkt^th^t (be;j>:qevailedi9ii iShopi^lrice^cg^stt 
qpL cpncfludea «eaty,t)y vj^bd bbiwdibiraf^lfttd 
s^i^ RifiBs^^witb a cer^ami number Q£fiMr669»ftp^tld 
^. bfjiftY^plvefl inja^^4r:^itli 35»fdmi. t GttftiiYU^ 
^^i^ nq (^pprefai^f)0n t >q£ baf^ili^; irom > Ddil*^ 
i5[aj*l% wbiW; p^epaiiftg '4tOF: ppeii - the:t)aQip^i^ -m 
l/^land, i^ajJlfj^rftwft^J^ay bis fetces>it<>'4bat!q!?artcrj 
^.leJEi|;]^ie]i^iamiy.t^'rIg^^ tvhsa 

^^^^ ji\yipil(ye4 fe aUKirt /aroifWc .and dangfer oo 
^oaejl by t^e^ refra^<)^iftefSi^t>r raUafer. the revolt 
c^ his arniy m Finl^nc}. The court of Copenhagen 
J^BTi^ed a^ public fotice to th;e for^gn iBSniftera,,and 
jtfUOQg. tji?. jieft ita thp Sfivgdift^;. who was moJft 
ipflaed^t^lyjconccr^i^d^iof t^^ conditions by,\»htch 
ftie was bgtaid to, Rqffia,.to fi^?p|y bfr with apon^ 
fiderable auxiUa;:y;./o^f;e 'by fjga. and, Iwdi and of 
-^er pw;A deti^fui^^oi^ to i^lfil tbofe ccmditioBA* 

♦ Se« Annual Reglflerj 1789. . j 
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CHAP. This denunciation was foon followed by an invafiofl 
■u^*;^ of Sweden on the fide of Norway in September 
Difti^^of *7*^* In this diftreffing fituation, Guftavus, fur- 
coftatiu. rounded by enemies, and deferted by his own troops, 
appeared overwhelmed with ruin. The contagioQ 
from the ariny had fpread through various parts of 
the kingdom, and infefted even the capital ; while 
the nobility feemed faft approaching to the recovery 
of their former power and confequence in the 
iiation. TheTenate was eagerly difpofed to re- 
fume its ancient authority: all the circumftances 
of the time, the deplorable ftate of the king's 
afl^rs, together with the prevalent difpofition of the 
nobility, rendered them confident of fuccefs ; they 
accordingly took meafures, without confulting the 
king, to aflembie in diet, the ftates of the kingdom, 
under colour of confidering the deranged and dan- 
gerous ftate of public affairs, the difcontents and 
Effeds of difordtrs which prevailed in the nation. Before 
!!!^d^coorage this defign was executed, the king arrived at Stock- 
holm ; knowing, that though the nobility were ini- 
mical to his interefts, the burghers and people were 
warmly attached to him, he fummoned an affembly 
of citizens ; he therein declared, that repofing the 
moft unbounded confidaice in their affe^ion, loy* 
alty, and valour, and being himfelf called to oppofe 
an uncxpe&ed enemy, be fliould entruft the de* 
fence and preservation of the capital, the proteftion 
of the queen and family to their faithful zeal. Such 
an important truft, and facred depofit, infpired the 
generous plebeians with an enthufiaftic defire of 
fliewing themfelves worthy of the royal confidence j 
they immediately embodied themfelves, and cheer- 

fully 
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&IIy performed all the duties of foldiers. GuftaTus, c h a p. 
meanwhile^ fent an anfwer to the mtimatioa of t^^s/-ii.^ 
Denmark: he expreffed his aftonifhment that> '^^ 
whai peace and friendihip had fubfifted for fixty 
years between the two powers without interrupt 
tion^ and he himfelf had employed his utmoft en-^ 
deavours to preferve a harmony fo beneficial to 
both parties, his Danilh majefty fliould have com* 
menced hoftilities : he knew nothing of the en* 
gagements fubfifting between Denmark and Rufiia, 
but he now defired from the court of Copenhagen 
a direft explanation of its intentions, whether Den* 
mark meant only to ad as an auxiliary, by fumifli* 
ing a ftipulated force, or intended dired aggreflioa 
againft Sweden ? If the latter was their refolution, 
he muft confider the war as commenced, and a£fc 
accordingly. Were fo unjuftifiable a meafure 
adopted, other powers, he infinuated, would, for 
their own fecurity, interfere to prevent the advan« 
ces of fuch ambitious rapacity. The prince regent 
of Denmark in reply declared, that he had no in* 
teittion of interfering in the war, any farther than 
he was bound to Ruffia by a treaty concluded in 
1781, long before hoftilities were in contemplation, 
and that he would not exceed i\ke force therein 
ftipulated : he exprefled his earneft defire for the 
reftoration of peace. Meanwhile, the new treaty 
between Great Britain and Pruflia began to unfold 
its objects, to the great encouragement of all thofe 
ftates that wiihed to preferve the-balance of Europe 
from being overturned by the imperial confede* 
racy, France, the old ally of Sweden;^ being un- 
able to afford any aiTiftance, he pow looked for 
B b 3 fupport 



OH A^v: Upppoit ahd {>rotedibn w the vvife^ alid Vlg^W 
^-r^,^, policy of'^ie defefifive alliatice»-iti&d^ with Confident 

''^ ttpe£tatioii6 of ultitntte fdcccfi. • •" ' 

MisenoT Qti the coofiiies oF Norway, i» tlie pr€hriit(A <»f 
Dalecarlia, memotabte in Swedifli hiftory ibr hsLins^ 
afforded (heker and conceaknent to the celebrttef 
Guftavus Vafa, when flying from the Dantlh nltir- 
pen, and for having begiin the revohition whicb 
placed that hero on the -throne oif his anceftors. 
The mhabitants, funk ili their mines among the 
tocks and mountain^, a:nd fecladed from the reft of 
the world, are ignorant and rongh; but hardenecf 
by cliniate, fitnation, and purfuit,- are ftrong- aiwf 
taliant, and have the hdnefty tod hofpltality of ge-? 
nerous barbarians : from their ancellors they inherit 
the warmeft loyalty and attachment to their fbveJ' 
feigns; their native courage operating upon thijr 
principle, induces them ^ith theprompteft heroifm 
t6 abandon mines and foreft& whenever their king 
i-equires their affiftance. To thefe gallant ruftic^ 
Guftavus had recourfe; he followed the example 
6f his illuftrious namefake, and defcended todefert 
mines and caverns to vifit the loyal heroes.* The 
fecond appearance of a king in thefe recefTe^' alfA 
a Guftavus, and come to folicit their' afliftance, re^ 
called traditionary glory to the miners t)fDalecarlia: 
they anticipated the application of theii* fbvereign; 
tagerly proffered their fer vices to defend theii' 
prince; and iriflia vengeance on the Dines, toward^ 
Whom they cheriflied an hereditary hatred ' ever 
fince the time that they tyrannized bver Swrferi: 
The king having' leftffied hi^ gratktide S)r thdf 
•loyal and aSfeftionate' ofi^rs, liipited ^s rtqtifeft to 



*quipt to attend thdr mbriarchv^nd thbugh by rio 
In^as all 'pit>vided.\rflh>egaiap arms-*''; yet, fori 
njflied^with ftich Weapons as tb'ey could pFocure^ 
and ihfpked' with !dyaky , -wkh vigorous bodies aiill .. ^t: :; : J 
intttpid cotirage, they wdtd a' formidable baiid. - 
' Th€i©aries,'meanWhife,emered Sweden frdm'thfi TheOanei 
«tft piaift -Of i^ofway^ tiftdefprincfe Charles o^Heflei swcl'n. 
ludd mafd>lhg^ ilbng the 'fi^coaft; captured StraiA-* 
fteadi ^Ad'pfeift^tratid ai far'asGottenburgh, th% 
pribdj>dportofSwed^ftfotf<^ign^cTOmdrce5 and 
«h^ gbverhor was abodi:'lo4iklTfell<fep by ati 'iiifgft>i 
fiouB cdpituUtion2< 'GUikvus iv^d aWard t)i^ -th^ 
dimg«;r of this vduablo dt)s auli f^flble ^bat^ be^ 
ibre'fae could brinfg hl$';trd^|:^s to ib relief^' th^ 
dapturfe might be e&£i:M,^ ih^^rd^r to infpire th^ 
kihabitants by his prefence, lie haf|bi)ed to theplacii 
jil0ii|3, 'and travelling liightahd^day^ arrived a Je«9 
bou^^' after i the deleirniuhktion* to; fur render^' rThA 
king immediately difplaced -the govemor^ ; and har^ 
^ a^embled. a mebtiiiig <i^< the citiz&iis,ibyxh6 
pdweiis :of! bisJp^iifaafivi eloqbence fo ipfpirited 
them// wiih 'Courage and confidencei tfcjat iiiey rei 
fbliedito* defend 4:hc ;d«y to-thc iaftextreinity. • 'J'b^ 
Cdrce, 'however^ of the Danilh army, aiid tii-^ ab-^ 

■}^\ The/, auttboar : oiP ' tlm Aiittuat>Regifte!* £bt '1 7?^., Jri this 
jfif I o^'^ his mapf ^tive obferves : ; /{ TThey: fp^jn&d 4 gfotfffufi? 
^ppe.ijr^c?; forpe^ whofe fa^lUs^^^,pr^rv^dthe r|iay, 
ijncouth weapons of antiquity, gloried ?ii'the poffeflion, and 
fatitied thenrfelves thoroughly eti^iipped for' war ;" tiut' ^^nc 
^t^tttor nuinb^r-had no other ^eftyd^HMnr'tlii^fe rtittic'mi. 
ftri||[n«qts.4>f labour ufed ia the. in die i or in hUfbancfry^lwMik 
fciSimd the beft calpvjatedfpr their puppofe/* -- m . ^ 't 
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CHAP, fence of the Swcdifli troops, rendered the fuecafo 
%^^!!^ii^ of the defenders very improbable. . In th^ critical 
. 1^9 fituation, the wife, proteding policy of Bntain* that 
. lic'y ioducef has uniformly fupported the weak againft the ftrongt 
i^i^mT interfered for the prefervation of Guftavus. There 
being no ambaflador firom either Britain or Fruflisi 
at the court of Stockholm^ Mr. ElUot, envoy at 
Copenhagen, was fait to the Swectifltking, (jklegate 
of the allied powers, and to mediate between the 
belligerent parties. Mn Elliot fenc a letter in his 
new character from Gottenburgb to prince ^harles, 
informing him that the allied powers h^ fent a 
courier to the emprefs to demand a general anni« 
fiice ; meanwhile, he defired a particular truce, un* 
til the effed of the application to Peterfburgh 
ihould be known. Prince Charles anfwered, that 
he Ihould not fufpend hoftilities without thees:pr^ 
orders of his court ; Mr. Elliot, in reply, informed 
him, that if the arniy which he commanded, pro-' 
ceeded farther in offenfive operaticnxs againft 
Sweden, Pruffia would attack Denmark by land, 
and England would attack her by fea ; but that he 
hoped the prince royal, regent of Denmark, would 
adopt fuch meafures as would prevent the farther 
eflfufion of blood. This notification was not with* 
out efFed : the Danifli general, inftead of prefling 
the fiege, feut to his court for inftruQions. The 
firm and determined renionftrances of the BritiDi 
ambaffador, fupported by the ftrongeft and moft 
convincing arguments, manifefting the wife and 
comprehenfive principles of the allied powers, and 
the real interefts of Denmark, fo deeply imprefled 
. the prince regent, that he agreed to conclude a (hort 

armiftlccj 
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armiftice ; after that a longer ; and laftly for fix chap. 
months. The Danifli army departed from Sweden ; ^-ili^ 
but the ^proffered mediation of the dcfenfive alliance ^^^9^ 
was refured by Ruffia. Freed by the intervention 
of the protefting confederacy from the Invafion of 
the Danes, Guftavus had in winter leifure to attend 
to the internal affairs of his kmgdom, and to make 
preparations for the campaign. He had (till very 
great difficolties to encounter : his army had not 
only refufed to fight in his caufe, but adually con* 
eluded an armiftice with Rulfia without his confent. 
The party of his fubjeds conneded with his mighty GoUmi 
enemy was extremely powerful and defirous of ^JlrfljJ^ 
exiting their ftrength, in eflFeding a revolution ^»^»"* 
which would totally overturn the royal authority. 
In this ftate of 0dXTs peace m\ift have been of all 
things the moft defirable to the king, and the mod 
fuitable to his circumftances^ but his potent enemy 
was too haughty, and too implacable in her refen&> 
m^ts, to liften now to accommodation on any 
terms of equality : (he knew his fituation, and tho^ 
advantages which (he might derive from his embar* 
raffments ; fo that perfonal animofity and polirical 
intereft didated the fame conduct. The king faw 
that, defirable as peace would be on fair equitable 
t^rms, it could then be attained only by fubmitting 
to conditions difgraceful and ruinous : of tijiro great 
evils war was thefmaller i he had no alternative, but 
either to furrender his crown to difaffeded nobles, 
and the ambitious Catharine, or by magnanimous 
efforts to conquer both foreign and domeftic ene* 
mies. In order to cope with Ruffia, Guftavus had 
$wo ^reat objefU to be previoufly accompliihed, 

the 
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c M A F« the firf>iefikm of the mntiiioiis amy, and die coer^ 
aafl ct the Tebdlioo& ariftocncj. There is aB 



'7*9* cbftkuy* in Tigoroas minds wbidi appoct 
cffbrt to dimculty, and in prdfiig 
prodooes exertions beyond die pr c v i on s ooocepliDfi 
kii powers. In foch exigencies GnftaTtts idt dat 
fcis inrentioQ was^ferttle^ his courage imdaanted, 
and his magnannnity elevated : he knew diat by a 
great majority of his fobjeds he was bdeved SMt 
Mrered : in his own genius aAd fortitude, and in 
the affection of his people, he fought and foOKl 
fefonrces. Tmfting to his popolarity among d» 
plebdan chfles, on his return to Stockholm from 
Gottenburgby he called a 'meethig of the magi^ 
ftratcs and moft refpedable citizens t>f the capird i 
to thefe he gave the flattering name of a grand 
coonc3 of ftate, by whofe advice he profetfbd to b^ 
governed in all hk meafures : he thanked them fiot 
the care with which they had etecuted the import'- 
ant trutl commirted to ihem in his capital and 
fem>iy: he informed them that in the preceding 
Tfampaign, inftead of retrieving Swe^fli glory, the 
National honour had been blafted by the di&fl^^ 
lion of his nobles: thefe had corrupted bis armyj 
had led it to the difgraceful and fatal excefe of a 
Xfiutiny, in the prefence of their JToverelgn, and lA 
the face of a foreign enemy.' Expatiating np^ 
Vhefe fiibjeds, be imprefled his aiidience \f lA the 
^lleft- conviftion, and the^ tmanimoiifly deihi^ed 
¥6r the cbminuahce of the war j with a warm affiK 
tftnte of their lived and forttine^beirig devoted Id 
'ht» fervice'.-^ <Haviffg^ fccored^ the-fttpp6¥t of hfe 
oital^ he waked Aviih ; confidence -foiyiHe-iiifceliS^ 

of 



. REIGN Ot-GXORGEni. 37^ 

dp ifcie ftatesr^ determined as to the tneafures which chap. 
he w<9uld plurfue, if they continued refraftory. Oil v.-*-v^-w 
tlie twcfnty.fixch of January, the diet having met ^^^ 
t^ order of the riobfcs, immediately difplayed their 
anithofity to the king, and their difregard for his 
a^ithority : they grofaly infult^d couiil Lowenhaupt,- 
thie^p^eiident appointed by his majefty, and even 
treated the name of Guftavus himfelf with great 
vinrfesice^ and contempt. The king having found 
that the three other orders, the peafants, clergy, 
aiid burghers, were unanimous in fupporting the 
wir,^ difregardei the oppofition of the nobles^ and 
determined to reprefe their in folence. On the fe- 
venteenth of February he repaired in perfon to 
the diet to demand fatisfaftion for the infult that 
was offered to the prefident, his reprefentative ia 
the affembly : a violent altercation here arofe be- 
riVeen the king and nobles, in the courfe of which 
hb majiefty made* ti charge of difaffedion and 
treafon j the nobles arofe aiid left the affembly : 
tHe king stddrefflng the three remaining dates, mod 
fbTefaihly- difcilaimed every intention of afpiring at 
aibfolute authority, but declared there was a fadida 
ill th^ kingdom inimical to Sweden^ and devoted 
to her eneriiy ; that for the good of the country 
tie feSion muft be crulhed- The ftates unani-* 
ihbiifly expreffed their concurrence with his majefty^ 
afad' theh" determination to fuppott any meafuret 
^hich he ihould think expedient for fo defirable a 
purpofe. On the twentieth of February,' the king 
having communicated his plan of procedure to the 
three effates, ordered twenty-five of the ptincipal 
|i<3fbTlitY to bearrefted, and the offiiterfr -who h^d 
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c H A F. been moft adtve tn exciting mutiny, to be feised 
<k«^..^ and brought to Stockholm for triaL Tbefe vigo- 
^^ rous meafures receiTed the general s^>probatic;i of 
the three remaining orders. Gnftavus proceeded 
in his efforts, and formed tKe bold meafureof abo* 
lilhing the fenate, a council confiding chiefly oi 
nobles, and that had of late greatly thwarted the 
king: his vigorous refolution entirely fupprefik() 
this aflembly, without the leaft commotion or op- 
polTtion, and in its place be inftituted a new coun» 
cil, totally dependent on himfelf : the nobles were 
fo much difmayed and intimidated by thefe ads, 
that they fuffered Guftavus to extend his changes : 
his majefty to fecure and confirm the remaining 
orders in tb«ir attachment, granted them refpec- 
'tively fuch new privileges, and paid them fuch ho- 
nours, as he knew they would mod: highly value. 
nttcrnfirms To render thefe alterations permanent, Guftavus 
^pop »- pj.^p^f^ J ^^ ^Q^ ^f confederation, union, and furety, 
by which he and all true Swedes were to be mutu« 
ally bound in the moft firm and folemn manner, 
not only to common defence, but to the preferva- 
tion of the prefent conftitution and laws, againft 
all impugnerb*, whether foreign or domeftic. 
Though the nobles fo far recovered from the con- 
fiernation as to oppofe this meafure, yet his nuijefty 
dire^ed the prefident to fubfcribe it in their name; 
and thus Guftavus effe£ted in a few weeks a revo- 
lution, which entirely deftroyed the authority that 
the nobles had be^n fo long endeavouring to re- 
eftabli(h, and the influence which t|ie intrigues of 
Ruflia had been fo many years employed in acquir- 
ing. The trials of the officers charged with mutiny, 

commenced 
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commenced foon after the arreft ; an^ though the chap. 
neceffity of obedience and military fubordinatioii v^-ip-v-*^ 
required condign punilhment, the executions were "y*!- 
not numerous. 

By thfe redufUon of the nobles, the fuppreffion H«^m«» 
of the mutiny, and his popularity \yfth the other «nl^« 
ftates, Guftavus was now mafter of the whole effi- ^J^ 
cient force of his kingdom, and thereby was toabled 
to make a vigorous preparation for profecuting the 
war with Ruffia : befides the fupplies afforded him 
by the eftates, he received a very confiderable fum 
from the Ottoman porte. Before he opened the 
campaign againfl RufEa, the ilrong arguments, and 
urgent inftances of Mr. Elliot, on the part of the 
defenfivealliance. prevailed upon Denmark to con* 
fent to an abfolute neutrality, and thus freed the 
Swedifli king from that fource of apprehenfion* 
Guftavus was now enabled to dired his whole at- 
tention and force to the profecution of the war in 
Ijniand, and opened the campaign in the be- 
ginning of June. On the twenty-eighth a very Miiittnr 
fierce battle was fought between the Swedes and Mm^]^ 
Ruffians, in which the latter had almoft prevailed, s^^miU 
when the king fpringing from his horfe, put hiai» ^^'**' 
felf at the bead of his infantry, rallied them, and 
compelled the enemy to fly. Varioas fkirmifhes 
were afterwards fought, in which the Swedifh mo- 
narch difplayed the mod intrepid and adive valoui:, 
bold and fertile genius * : the fucceffes were various; 
but during the firft part of the campaign moft fre- 

• GuftaTUs depended entirely on genius and heroifm ) 
being deficient in military experience and fkill, as he him- 
(elf afterwards acknowleged in converfation with the mar- 
quis Jc E '^-e. See Memoirs, p. 396. 

. ^uentlv 
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CHAP, qticntly on the fide of Sweden* Encoutsjged t^y 
w-^iL.. Us advantages, the hero penetnated ipto Rufliaa 
^7^' Finland) having on the coaft 9. f|eet of light gaUies 
to co-operate with the army as occafipn might re^ 
quire* Between this fleet and anotl^er of the iame 
fort from Rui&a a battle was fought, in^hich great 
numbers were deflroyed on both fides : the Swedes 
were obliged to retire ; and though, they were nof 
totally defeated; the fuperiority of the Rui&aps was 
£ui:h, that it compelled Guftav^s to. evacuate .the 
enemy's country *. The feafon being now too far 
advanced to admit military operations in thofe cold 
latitudes, both armies withdrew into winter quar^- 
. ters, and the king returned to Stockholm. The 
duWe of Suddermania, the king's brother, pm- 
manded the principal fleet of Sweden, but no de- 
pfive adion took place between his armamemt an4 
the fleet of Ruflia* , . .) 

commow While the emperor- was by his preparations^ and 

Ne"bi"andl expeufie* togcthcr with the mifqo^duft of thp 
enemy, obtaining viSories and conquefts from which 
.! be could derive no permanent advantage, he. w^ 

^ endangering his moft produSiv^e poffeflions. The 

Netherlands, firfl pf all the i^a,tes of modern Eiir 
rope, fuccefsfuUy cultivated agriculture, con^merce^ 
and manufactures, and acquired at an early period a 
State and coufiderable degree of liberty. They conlHledof inde- 
vi thrfe pendent Jtates, reiemblmg one. another in. theur pu^ 
pruviiicci. 2^j(^ manners, charader, and conftitution.of.gpver% 
mcntv Their polity was composed of three, .oiidj^f^^ 
the nobles, clergy, and people, under the limited 
•principality of one perfon denominated count: the 

• Annual Regifter 1789, chap, 8» ' > 

conteftt 



fofttefi^^^f^eea-thepretogativesand pritllfeges dl cttv \.vu 
the .refpeftive principalities, according , to their .'rev ,^^^ ^„^^ 
ialt,. gave^ different modlficatioas. to the freedom ■fM 
l!i^.hi(;h they all.poflefled, and which. they continued 
(a retjain un4er various families of princes that hapi^ 
pened, through inter marriage> to fucceed to tho 
ioyereign authority. The bed. defined, and. moil 
perfect of their political fyftems, was theconftitulion 
of Brabant. The great charter of that country 
was no lefs venerated by the inhdjbitants, thap the 
charter of Rupnjmcde is revered by Engliihpien? 
from a circumftance attending its e^^ecution, it^.w^ 
known by the name of Joyous Entry. .The.i?u 
habitants pf the Auftrian Netherlands were ext 
tremely devoted to their ancient religion:. ,thi$,iye? 
dileftion probably arofe, partly from their lopg- ifl-r 
tercourfe wi^|i l^pain, and, perhaps, ftill. more from 
the animoftty Ijetween them and. their neighbpuri 
and country n\ep ^be JQutch^tl) at originated in war4 . 
in, which they were the principal fufferers^: but^ 
whatever might be thjs caufp, it is a certsun fa^^ 
the Netherlafi4er5 were extremely addifted to th$ 
iXioft abfurd ^^n^ e^trayagan^ tenetB.of jthe Roman 
catholic faith:' they manifefled .a-rVety jvafm^af- . 
fefltion to their princfe3,b.oththf; aboriginal, f^ve- 
reigns of the country, and their fjefcend^nts. of.t^^ 
houfe of Auftria, , Upon the acceffian.of t,he;;G;et,7 
man branch of that houfe tpt^he dominion of tl^efi? 
provinces, Charl^ VL, wa$, received by the peopl? 
with the greateft cordiality and good-\vil!, he having 
fir ft fworn at his inauguration, as his fucceffors h^ve 
coBftantly done, to the. preferv^tion pjt thpir j^njieflj 
conftitutions and rights. During the diftreiTes of 
the family, at the. acceifion 45f. Maria Terefa, they 
,^ derived 
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CHAP, dented the moft effendal benefit fit»ii the seal 
vji^^w and fidelitj, the loyalty^ and the refoorces of 
^7h* money and of men, which were fapplied by their 
fubjefts in the Low Countries* The free fubfidiet 
were granted with a liberality proportioned to the 
emergenqf f^r which they were required: they 
continued during her4ife to manifeft undimtniflied 
affe£tioi], and cherifhed^the fame fentiments for her 
fon Jofeplu Beloved by them before, the emperor 
had confirmed their attachment by the flattering 
hopes which he raifed in the Low Countries, that 
he would recover and open to them the navigation 
of the Scheldt. Blafted as their ezpeftations were, 
imputing the difappointment to neceffity, they had 
not relaxed in attachment to their fovereign ; and 
though they did not rife in their eftimation of his 
politidil and military abilities, they were g 
for the benignity of his intention. The fpirit 
ever, of reftlefs innovation, which fo much 
guifhed the adive, but fuperficial chara&er 
feph^ foon extended to the Netherlands, and 
fered with their ancient privileges and anciei 
gion, the two objects of which they were m 
culiarly tenacious. 

No pofition in political philofophy is mo 
vious, than that fyftems of polity, civil or < 
aftical, mud be adapted to the fentiments, 
opinions, and even prejudices of the people * 
reforms, therefore, as overlook thefe, howe 
firaftedly agreeable to reafon and re&ttu< 
neither reafonable nor right in their applica 
thofe particular cafes, becaufe they do not o 

• See Ariftotfc's Politics. 
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JUarmed and chriged; the people grieved and 
aftonifced by the fiippreffion of religioUd houfes, t^,^p^!f 
to which, hbwever abfurd in the enlightened vie^s violent de- 
of an Englifhman, the Netherlandets anne:^ed an change un. 
importance that a wrfe rulct would have regarded, nrmelf 
It was foon feen that fcform was not his only obje,ft j "^'''°'- 
and that he defired change for thie fake of corififca- 
tion, that he might procure the nieans 6f gratifying 
on extravagant and infatuated ambition. Men of innovations 
abilities and enlarged minds, being totally free from dcfi.fticVi 
bigotry and fuperftitlon^ thought that fdme of the *^***'»*- 
Inonafteries and convents might be very eafily 
fpared ; but by no means reliDied fuppreffion for 
the fake of plunder : the fame rapacity which feized 
that fpecies of property, would^ they apprehended^ 
extend to other kinds of pofleffionsw The ecclefi* 
aflical order formed a very powerful, numerous^ 
femd opulent body in the Low Countries ; and theit 
property, of every fort, was eftimated at the im- 
menfe fum of twenty-five millions fterling. The 
Hates being compofed of the reprefentatives of thq 
clergy, the nobility^ and tlie commons : the church 
had likewife poffeffed, from time immemorial^ at 
lead a third part in the government of the country* 
It was apprehended^ from the emperor's conduQ:, suppreisoa 
that, he had projefted to deftroy the privileges of orVenf*""* 
this order, as a preliminary ftep to the feizure of 
their, immenfe wealth. All ranks were alarmed, 
and began 10 coalefce, }n order to oppofe an inno- 
vating fyftem j the real purpofe of which they con- 
ceived not to be reform but robbery. Thofe who and consr. 
•were thcmfclves merely anxious for the prefervation ^^i^^f^ 
Vol. IV. Ct * of ^'"y- 
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CHAP, of their civil rights, fpund it expedient to encouraga 
^^^^ the difcontents of the clergy, and even to profefs 
^7h' fympathy with the fuperfticion and bigotry of the 
lower orders : thefe various caufes coinciding, 
formed a compaft and powerful oppofition againft 
the dangers which threatened their ancient eftabliib* 
ments. Fortunately for his fubjefts and neighbours, 
as the objeds of Jofeph were wicked, his policy was 
weak : he was totally deficient in that dexterity and 
addrefs, which can varnifh mifchievous fchemes, 
and fmooth the way for their reception : he neither 
tried difguife^ inflnuation, nor deceit^ the ufual 
engines of ability attempting injuftice, where the 
efFcd of force would be doubtful : his heart didated 
ufurpation and injury, but his head was not well 
fitted for enfuring fuccefs : a harfli arbitrary and 
inlperious difplay of authority appeared itt all his 
meafures : he was particularly defirous of fuppi 
fmg ancient cuftoms, and changing ancient infti 
Suppreflion tious. There was a feftival of great antiquity 
YenTrated!' thc Low Couutries, called the Keremeflb, and hig 
IhicaZmu venerated by the inhabitants: it was a feafon 
mutual vifuing, and of reconciling differences, : 
only between individuals, but villages ; it ^ 
equally a feafon for contrafting marriages, form: 
new friendfhips, and renewing and cemeiiting 
old. This innocent fource of feftive recreatii 
this laudable occafion of focial virtue, was in i 
emperor's innovating zeal fuppreffed. The difj 
fal of land and revenue, belonging to the abolift 
convents, produced gueat diffatisfaftion and co 
plaint: they \yere rendered part of the royal c 
mains, and merely filled the coffers of the emperi 

9 I 
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fiis next attempt was upoa the abbacies^ the moft chap. 
opulent and fplendid of the religious eftablifli^ s««-^/-w 
ments. Several of thefe conferred a right-on the *^^^ 
pofleffors, of being diredlly inherent members of 
the ftates. In Brabant this high diftindion and 
privilege in favour of the abbots, was carried to a 
greater extent than elfewhere; for the whole of 
the clergy, being the firft order of the ftate, were 
reprefentedby abbots only. Jofeph did not at firft 
fubvert the abbacies, but as the incumbents died^ 
placed them to be held in commendam, which was 
diredlly contrary to an exprefs article of the Joy. 
ous Entry. In the beginning of 1787 he publiflied 
two ediStSy which entirely abforbed the confideration 
of every fmaller change : by thefe all the tribunals *> 
all the forms and courfe of civil juftice, which for 
fo many centuries had-been eftablifhed and purfued 
in the Low Countries, which the people had fo long 
confidered as their glory, and regarded with enthu- 
iiaftic admiration, were to be abolifhed in one day. 
TJie forms of procefs in the old courts were fair and 
open: they publicly exhibited the feries of evidence, 
rules of interpretation, the principles applied, and 

♦ The principal tribunsds were in the villages ; a court 
held by the lord of the manor, who in finaller cafes de- 
legated his authority to a fet of reputable meti within his' 
diftrift; but in greater judged himfelf, being aflifted by two 
tminent counfellors to expound the laws. In the cities 
the jurifdidtion was in the hands of their fefpe<5tive magi^ 
ftrates : there was a fupreme tribunal compofed of fix teen 
judges and a prefident, in which, caufes either civil or cri- 
minal might originate ; and in civil cafes an appeal lay from 
the inferior courts. See Annual RegiAer 1789, p. 207. 

C c 2 grounds 
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CHAP, grounds of decifion. New tribunals were appointed 

%.^m<^s,^mm^ in which the fecrecy of defpotiiin marked the pro* 

chll^of ceedii^s ; witnefies were privately examined, the 

judicial parties were often ^orant of the evidence on which 

proceedrngt. they Were tried, and the decifion was left to a fingle 

judge, who was to determine according to his difcre* 

A^wfy tion without any exifting law. The perfons appointed 

uoduced. to this office were foreigners *, totally unacquainted 

with the ancient laws of the Netherlands, or at lead 

altogether regardlefs of their fpirit and tenor. Such 

modes of judicial procedure, combined with the 

other parts of the emperor's condud, were confi.* 

dered as the forerunners of profcription and ty« 

ranny : they excited great alarm among the people, 

not without a determination to refift adts fo contrary 

to the compaft by which Jofeph held the fovereignty 

of the Netherlands. But the fecond edift advancing 

in lawlefs ufurpation, confirmed their refolution not 

quietly to fubmit to the deftru&ion of their rights. 

The dates of the Netherlands were juftly 

deemed by the people the guardians of their 

laws, liberty, .and property; and in them was 

veiled the poWer of impofmg taxes on the fub» 

jeds, and granting fubfidies to the prmce. In the 

exercife of this power they had uniformly fatit 

fied both parties, by liberal grant without burden- 

• The baron de Martini, an Italian, was fent rnto the Low 
Countries, with the title of Imperial CommifTary, to efta- - 
blifh and regalate the new tribunals, and to prefcribe to a 
nation, which had for many ages gloried in the frcedonp, as 
well as the equity of its civil inftitutionsj in what manner 
juRice fhould be difpeafed in future. 

fome 
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fome impoft. The affembly of the ftates met an- c h a^ r 
tiuaHy at Bruflels, and having performed the mod v^-s-i*^ 
material part of their bufinefs, entrufted the reft to *^^^v 
a feleft committee, whofe proceedings they review- 
ed at the following meetinr. This legiflative brandh Subverfie« 
or the conftitution was no leis valued than theju- wiflie* legif*. 
dicative, but the emperor m his fecond cdift pro- ^"**"* 
claimed its fabverlion j he abolifhed the old infti- 
futions and forms, and fubftituted an engine of . 
ftate under the name of a council of general go- 
irernmentj which, while it drew all public affairs 
within the fphere of its own adton, was to be ruled 
by the court minifter who was placed at its head. 
Without nominally annihilating the affembly of the 
ftates, tne new form of government really deflroy- 
ed its powers: it ordained, that the ftates mighf 
nominate a deputy, who, if approved of by the mini- 
fter and his councH, might be a member of that 
council, and when required by the minifter was to ~ 
fign all the adts formerly exercifed' by the ftates, 
but now to be propofed by the council. Thus,' 
tlie ftates were really to have no other power but to' 
fubfcribe imperial mandates ; and their authority was 
to be exercifed by a nominal reprefentative, under 
the controul of the minifter and his council ; the 
jurifdiftion of this new council was farther to extend 
to all cafes of police and revenue ; all perfons even 
fufpedted, or pretended to be fufpefted, were the 
objefts of inquifitorial procedure, by order of the 
Council and »iinifter, from whofe decrees there lay 
jio appeal. When the nature and extent of this 
. defpotic ufurpation was underftood and conipre* 
tended, the people very loudly expreffed indignant 
refentmeiit againft fo darmg a violation of that 

C c 3 convention^ 
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CHAP, convention, by which only the archduke of Audria 

v-i-v^w held the limited fovereignty of the Netherlands. In 

'7'9* language lefs mindful of his rank than defcriptive of 

his condufl, they plainly and unequivocally charged 

. Jofeph with having violated the inaugural compaft 
and oath, and not obfcurely intimated, that a breach 
of a conditional coo^aidt by one of the parties ab* 
folved chepther from its obligations. ' Thofe who 
were mofi; favourable to the emperor, alleged, that 
the obnoxious edifls proceeded from miftaken 
views of the public good, and not from a defiga 
upon their liberties : according to fuch advocates 
he had fupprefled the ancient tribunals, that the 
people might be enabled to obtain juftice in a lefs 
expenfive and more compendious way, and his al- 
teration of the government was defigned to give 
more fimplicity and energy : the fmall militai 
force in the Low Countries was totally inadequa 
to the eftablifliment of an abfolute fovereignty ; I 
had been deceived by partial and falfe reprefent 
tions/ and mifled by evil counfellors. The reply 
this fpecies of vindication was obvious ; wheth 
violation of their dearefl: rights proceeded from t 
defpotic intentions, or the defective judgment of t 
fovereign, it was equally incumbent on fubjeds 
defend their conftitutional liberties : though t 
conduft of the emperor was, in all his dominioi 
fuch' as to evince a narrow underftanding, yet 
the Netherlands, and every other part, it was fo u: 
formly direfted to one objeft, the invafion of pt 

. perty to increafe his own revenue, that mifinforn 
tion and erroneous reafoning did not account I 
its general tenor ; no ferfgn mid k a fyftma 
robUr by mijiake^ 

T 
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The emperor's chief counfellor was the count chap. 
Belgiojofo his minifter, a Milanefe, a great favou- w--/-Lj 
rite with his matter; and who poffeiSing all the ^^^^ 
fubtlety, artifice, and crooked policy of an Ita- 
lian ftatefman, was extremely difagreeable to the 
open, frank, and honed Flemings* The gover- 
nor-general, the duke of Saxe Tefchen and hiy 
wife, the archduchefs fifter to the emperor, were 
extremely popular, and never fufpefted of promot- 
ing any unconftitutional defigns ; but the minifter ' 
pofleffed the real power of government. Belgio- 
jofo proceeded to a violent exercife of the powers 
fo lawlefsly ufurped ; indeed, if be had conceived 
a defign of extending and confoUdating a revolt, 
he could pot have formed a more efficacious plan 
for the purpofe : having excited the refentment of 
the civil orders, by the overthrow of the eftabliflied 
judicature and legiflature, he next attacked the 
clerical order, not as before, by fupprefling certain 
fraternities, the lead efiential to the church, but 
thofe inftitutions which nourifhed its appropriate 
learning, preferved its moft important rights, and 
that literature and fcience from which it chiefly de- 
rived its influence. The principal univerfity of Progrefiof 
Brabant was the Louvain, one of the moft cele- trampling 
brated fchools of Roman catholic theology ; diftin^ i'„^7rtn. 
guiihed for the extraordinary reverence with which .«^f"* 
it regarded the fupreme pontiS^, by its profound 
refpefl: for the priefthood, and confequently highly' 
prized by zealous votaries of the Romifli church : 
all its colleges were aboliflied, and a general femi* 
nary was eftabliflied, in which, by an edi£t, all youth 
defigned for the church were required to purfue their 

C c 4 theological 
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CHAP, theological ftudles. For this new Ichool a Gemaa 
%.^m^^'-m^ reftpr and profeiTors were appointed^ to the ezclo- 
^7^9* (ion of native teachers* ^uch a change, violating tho^ 
ecclefiaftical conftitution, and tending to introduce 
new doflrines of theology, was warmly oppofed by 
the biihops, the uniyerfity, and the people. The 
lx>w Countries, fo long famous for the purity of 
^ts c^tholig £^th i the Louvain, the nyrfe of holy 
religion, was to be contaminated with the herefies; 
in which Gertoany abounded. The minider en^^ 
joined father Godefroy, viiitor of the capuchins at 
Bruflels, to fend the young fiudents of his order ta 
be educated in the general feminary : this clergy- 
pian refufed to comply; Belgiojofo commanded 
him to depart from BruiTels in twenty-four hours,, 
and the emperor's dominions in three days. Such 
a violent ad: afforded a new fuhje£^ of complaint ta 
thofe who were zealous in religion, and ftrength* 
^ned the abhorrence of the new feininary;' but 
it increafed< the apprehenfions of the progrefs of 
arbitrary power, which were already fo geobraliy 
Tofeph con. entertained. The emperor and his couAfellors ap- 
Fie^iAfub- peared to have adopted, refpefting his richeft and, 
«1-^J^f °^^^ produftive dominions, one of the mod dan* 
reireBuci gcrous principles that can aftuate the conduft of a 
government, thatfubjeds are merely to be confidered 
as afource of revenue, and the expediency of poli. 
tical plans and afts to be eftimated by their ten« 
4ency to fupply the coffers of the* prince. The 
difcontents and commotions in the Netherlands 
very greatly diminiJhed its financial efficiency, and 
confequently defeated the purpofe which the authors, 
pf the innovations meant chiefly to promote. 

•The 
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The minifter pretending to impute the de&katioii c h- a p» 
to contraband trafEc, proceeded la a fummaty and .-i^i*^,.*^.,^ 
arbitrary way againft perfons whom he prc^fled ^7^ 
to fufped td^be engaged in fuch a commerce* One 
refpeftable and eminept merchant, who held a 
contrad with government, was, after his accounts 
had been clofed and paffed, charged with a fraud i 
he challenged his accufers to make good their afler* 
tions by a fair and open trial, agreeably to the laws . 
of his Country ; but, inftead of ^ legal inquiry, he 
was feized by armed foldiers, and hurried away to 
Vienna* So flagrant a tyranny, joined to the ge« 
neral fyftem, imprefled the people with a belief, 
that their only alternative was fubjeftion to foreign 
^efpoxifm, pr vigorous and immediate refiflance. 

in Brabant the conftitution had been the moft pre*- 
cire,and its violations the moft manifeft; and there 
the refiftance was the moft prompt. In Brufiels the Renoii. 
fEompanies of arts and trades, nine in number, Si^nViw- 
chofe reprefentatives, each known by the name of ^^au 
fyndic : thefe delegates conftituted a corporation, 
intitled the fyndics of the nine nations : they po& 
fefled not only municipal power, but alfo very con* 
fiderable political diredion in the choice of members^ 
for the adembly of the ftates ; and being compofed 
of the chief citizens, they a^ded extenfive influence 
to their ftrength. This was the firft public body 
which exprefled its fentiments concerning the ufur* 
pations : they drew up a plain bold memorial, 
that ftated adual fa^s and obvious confequences ; 
and enumerated the conditions on which the princtt 
of the Low Countries held his fovereignty, as fet 
forth in the Joyous Entry: the reprefentation 

quoted 
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CHAP, quoted Joreph*s inaugural oath to obferve the pre* 
^^i^w*w icribed (lipulations, and his adual condud, whicb 
^^^^' was a fyftematic violation of his engagemtots ; and 
concluded, that " if the fovereign fhall infringe 
upon the articles of the Joyous Entry, his fubjeds 
fiiall be difcharged from all duty and fervtce to him, 
until fuch time as due reparation ihall be made for 
fuch infringements.** This animated remonftrance 
infpirited and guided the other cities, and alfo the 
other provinces ; and the people in general were 
determined to affert their rights j but before they 
ibould commence any a£tive exertions, they waited 
the meeting of the ftates, that they might know ho>v 
far they could tf uft to their counfel and co-operation. 
Merdng of The aflcmbly met, and the very firft ftep de- 
monftrated the firm and refolute part which they 
intended to a6t. An application having been 
made for fubfidies, they totally refufed to grant 
fupplies until grievances were redrefled ; they fent 
immediate orders to the coUedlors of the revenues 
to pay no regard to the financial officers appointed 
by the new council, fince they exercifed an authority 
which was not admitted by the Flemifli conftitu* 
Itiop : .they then drew up a declaration of rights, a 
ftatement of grievances^ and an exhibition of con- 
fequences, both more detailed and comprehenfive 
than that of the fyndics, and which avowed their 
determination to perfevere m maintaining the con« 
ftitution of their anceftors : this manifefto they ad« 
dreflfed to the governor- general. At the fame time 
Mr, Vandernoot, a counfellor of Bruflels, and an 
eminent advocate in the caufe of liberty, publiflied 
a treatife addrefi$:d to the ftates, in which, from 

ancient 
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ancient documents, he traced out and ^kiddated chap. 
the conftitution of Brabant. The dates not only:. ^^^^^^^ 
ordered this treatife to be read in their prefence, ^i^9* 
but decreed public thanks to the author, for having 
fo ably and juflly vindicated the rights of the people* 
The dates of Flanders and Hainault concurred in 
(he determination to redd all the uncondHUtipnal 
dianges* The gavernors-general endeavoured to 
break the force of the oppoHtion by fQiall concet 
dons, and liberal promifes : the Italian, to his great 
furprife, found that the Flemings were not 16 be in- 
timidated ; and, until he could be fupplied with 
an adequate force, he had recourfe to the more 
appropriate indruments of his country, duplicity 
and deception : the attempt, however, was now too 
late ; the patriots perfevpred in their efforts, and 
held put to the mintder the terrors of an andeat 
datute of Brabant, that declared it lawful to aj^re* 
hend and to puniflx any perfon who diould obdi* 
nately perfift in obdruifting the public good : they 
abofidied the new feminaries and other unconditu* 
tional innovations; urged the governors-general 
fpeedily to redrefs their grievances; and added, 
that the people were in fuch a ferment, that they 
could not anfwer for the confequences of longer 
delay. The minider had hitherto obdruded con^ 
ceflions on the fide of the governors-general, but 
now pretended no longer to oppofe conciliatory 
meafures ; alarmed at the revolution in the temper 
and difpodtions of a people from whom they bad 
before experienced the mod affedionate attach« 
ment, the governors refolved, as far as their power 
f xtended, to redore the tranquillity and happineft 

of 
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G H A p« of the provinees. They iflued a decree on the 
^,^,.-^» diirtieth of May, declaring that all arrangements 
w«^ contrary to the Joyous Entry (hould be entirely 
fet afide, and that due reparation fliould be made 
for all infringements on that great charter which 
the people held fo facred : they hoped the empeiw 
would ratify tbk declaration, and promifed to exert 
their Htmoft influence vith him to accompli/n fncfa 
a defirable purpofe. TThis proclamation .t firft 
diffufed general joy through the Nctherlan' s ; but 
thefc fentiments were interrupted by dou ts con- 
cerning the emperor*s ratification. JofepF , inffead 
of fanftioning the decree, difpatched a mandate to 
tile ftates of the Low Countries, ftrongly expreffing 
hi^ aftonifliment, indignation, and difpleafure, at 
thofe intemperate and violent meafures which the 
ftatea had adopted, and that bold defiance which 
they hadvgiven to his authority ; his edifis had not 
been intended to Ibbvert the conftitution, but to 
correft ancient abufes, and to make falutary re* 
fdrms. As a proof of their obedience he required 
the ftatea of each province to fend deputies to 
Vienna, to lay their fubjefts of complaint at the 
foot of the throne. As a father he would pardon 
the errors and temerity of his fubjefts, but would 
feverely punilh them, if they continued refraftory. 

Difappointed by fo imperious an order, and fo un- 
founded reprehenfion, they did not fink under the 
Infolent claims of ufurped authority, but took vigo- 

Dcputiw are #ous mcafures for their own fecurity. To preventi 
fttt to vi. , ^ r . . r , 

w. however, matters from commg to extremities, they 

thought it prudent to comply to a certain e^ttent 

with his requifition i they appointed deputies, en- 

trulled 
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trufted with ,v€ry limited powers, merely to exprefs c h a 1^ 
the loyalty of the nation, and to ftate their griev- ■ -^ ' ^ 
znttSj but to come to no conclufioiis refpeding put> ^^^^ 
lie afiairsy« without the fpecial and immediate order 
of the ftates. While the deputies were on their jour* 
ney, they were informed that great bodies of impe- 
rial troops ii^ere marching towards the Low Coun^ 
tries. Though this intelligence greatly agitated^ 
yet it did not deprefs the minds of the Flemings : 
refolved to maintain their liberties at every hazard 
of tljeir lives and fortunes, they calculated their 
ftrength and refources, and found them much fu« 
perior to thofe with which the Dutch bad formerly ^ 
refifted Spanifli defpotifm : they hoped for the in^i^ 
terference of the powers that were already inimicdl ' 
to Jofeph's ambition ; and that France m particular 
would willingly accept of the fovereignty of the 
Netherland provinces, fo beneficial and conimo- 
dious, upon the conftitutioaal cixiditioas which 
they would moft gladly offer. The goveraors«g9- 
neral having been called to Vienna, ta be prefent 
when the deputies ihould appear before the em* 
peror ; Count Murray, a nobleman of Scottilh ex* 
tra^ion, commander of the Auftrian troops in the 
Netherlands, was appointed governor during their 
abfence. This officer, a man of prudence and 
temper, endeavoured to accommodate matters by 
moderating the fervour of the people, and the 
imperioufnefs of the fovereign. The Flemings, 
meanwhile,^ were turned with the moft anxious ex-. 
pedation to* the reception of their deputies at 
Vienna; and the firft accounts were very 'far from 
being fatisfadory. When prefented to the emperor 

they 
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CHAP. tiTcrc received with all that angry haughtinefs whicft 
%^0^r^ narrow underftandings and illibetal fentiments iil 
»^89- power produce to real or fuppofed inferiors, when 
they are the objefts of difpleafure. Undifmayed 
by imperious infolence, thtf deputies ftated theif 
grievaoces ; but Jofeph informed them, that before 
he would vouchfafe to explain bimfelf upon that 
fubjeft, there were certain preliminary articles that 
count Murray would communicate to his ftates: 
the articles were, that things fhould be reftored td 
the fame footing in which they had ftood at the 
meeting of the ftates ; that the new tribunal council 
and feminaries abolifhed by the Flemings (hould be 
reftored, the fubfidies paid, and the volunteers difmif* 
fed : if thefe articles were not execufed, the Auftrian 
krmy (hould proceed in its march to the Netherlands* 
'The Flemings with great indignation re- 
fufed to cotnply, and between volunteer corps, 
and parties of foldiers, quarrels and ikirmiflies 
arofe, not without the effufion of blood; every 
thing, notvinthftanding the conciliatory efforts of 
count Murray, feemed tending to hoftilities, wheri 
difpatches arriving from the deputies totally 
changed the public fentiments ; by thefe it appear^ 
ed, that harfh as the firft reception of the deputies 
had been, at fucceeding interviews the emperor 
Jofeph pre- had declared, that though he had thought it con<^ 
ran! iheir fiftent With the dignity of his throne to teftify his 
xe^ucfts. difpieafure at the violent proceedings of his Flemifli 
fubjeds, he was really favourable to their requefts ; 
and though he would not confent to the re-eftablifti* 
ment of convents, nor to reftore the nomination 
of abbots, he would grant all the other principal 

articles : 
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articles: he never propofed* to enforce his edi£ls 
by arms, and was willing to reftore the Joyous En- 
try to its primitve vigour ; he intended to vifit the '789- 
Netherlands, and to concert meafures with the dates 
for the, welfare of his people. Thefe agreeable de- 
clarations were accompanied with an unaifuming and 
engaging politenefs, which manifefted, if not the 
ability of a ftatefman, the verfatility of a courtier* 
The deputies were fo captivated with the manners 
and addrefs of the emperor, that they received 
every affurance and profeffion with unbounded 
faith : their conftituents, though not fo implicit in 
their confidence, yet were greatly pleafed, and at 
laft agreed to pay the fubfidies into the royal trea- 
fury, as a mark of their reliance on the emperor's 
proteftations. The count Murray in return pub- 
liflied a declaration frpm the emperor, by which the 
Joyous Entry of Brabant was to be preferved entire, 
as well with refpeft to the ecclefiaftical a£ the civil 
orders ; the new tribunals were to be fupprefled, and 
the ancient courts of judicature to refume their func- 
tion. The fovereign promifed, that whatever infrac- 
tion had been made upon the Joyous Entry, he 
would employ meafures for granting redrefs/ This 
accommodation between the emperor and his fub- 
jefts diffufed a general joy through the Low Coun- 
tries. But the moderate fy(!em now adopted by 
Jofeph, by difcerning politicians, was imputed to 
particular circumflances, and not to any deviation 
from his general principles of adion. In his iono- 

* See Declaration of the emperor to the dates of the 
Belgic Provinces; State Papers, July 3, 1787. 

vating 
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CHAP, vating plan he bad proceeded on the fuppofitton, that 
J^^^ the Netherlanders would make no material oppo-* 
stH* fition» and that his wiflies might be accomplifhed 
without difl:ra£ting his attention, or withdrawing 
his force from the execution of his other fchemes. 
From the fpirit and vigorous conduft of the Fle- 
mings he faw that they could not be brought to fub^ 
miffion without a confiderable army, the employ* 
ment of which in that fervice would weaken his 
efforts againft the Turks ; he therefore abandoned 
one unjuftifiable projed of aggreffion, that he might 
the more effe£lually promote another ; and it was 
inferred, that really he had only poftponed his de* 
iign refpeding the Low Countries to a more fa- 
vourable opportunity. The great objed * of Jofcph 
appears to have been to eftabli(h one fimple uni- 
form military fyftem of government through all the 
parts of his vad dominions. This purpofe was 
obftruded in the Netherlands by the prefent con* 
ceffioh : there were, befides, important articles left 
unfetcled, which might be the ground of future 
difpute. His expreilions, upon being more clofely 
examined than during the firfl: ebullitions of joy, 
were found to be general and vague. On reflec* 
tion, the Flemings perceived that they held no 
pledge from the fovereign but his promifes, while 
^ in dilbanding the militia they had given the moft 
folid and fubfttotial fecurity on their partf* The 
emperor, after he had expreffed his approbatioln of 
the lenient and conciliatory condud of count Mur* 

' ♦ Annual Reglfter 17S7, chap. viii. 
t Annual Regifter 1789, p.. 38. 

ray, 



REIGN OF GEORGE IIL 4€t 

ray, appointed another commander in chieff, '^Tk> <? r< A'l^.* 
had no local connexions in the Netherlands ; ihh' \u^-^l^ 
was general Daltori, ^ foldier of fortune from Ife- ^^^^' 
land, brave and enterprifing, but whofe prindple- neraioaiton 
of conduft was fimply obedience to his mafler**^^ thcriandiV 
orders, >wrhatever llicy might be, or whateyer rights 
they might violate^ He had been employed againft 
the rebellious mountaineers of Tranfylvania, and , 
acquired confiderable reputation by his military 
efforts ; but had been noted for the cruelty with 
which he treated his prifoners. Count Trautmanf- 
dorff was appointed to the civil government, to the 
great fatisfaftion of the Low Countries, as he wag 
a man of very amiable difpofitions, and extremely 
popular; but it foon was found, that in power 
he was totally fubordinate to Dalton. The gover- 
nors-general were by ihe emperor's new plan, 
to be mere pageants of ftate and fplendor, without . 
any (hare of the government. 

' The firft manifeftation of the emperor's perfe- DcfpotJc 
verance in the plan which he pretended to relin- ^at office, 
quifh, was an attack upon the univerfity of Lou- 
vain. While the Flemings were cherifliirig the 
hopes of preferving their revered conftitution, and 
indulging the convivial feftivity of the Chriftmas 
feafon, exhilarated by the flattering profpeft, a per* 
emptory order atrrived in the emperor's name to 
Ae members of Louvain univerfity, commanding 
them, without deliberation, delay, or remonftrance, 
immediately to enregifter in tlieir archives, and 
fubniit to, the fyftem of reform prefcribed by the 
fovcreign. Thefe mandates the univerfity per- 
emptorily refofed to obey ; they pleaded their con* 
Vot. IV. Dd ftitutional 
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CHAP; ftitutional rights, and appealed* to the laws and 
k^-.,^^^ jiiftice of their country for prote&ion. The mini- 
'7«9» fter, in his reply to this appeal, propounded a very 
fimple and comprehenfive principle, that fubjeSs 
muft not plead rights y laws^ jufiice^ or their con/iitu* 
iion^ againjl the will of the fovereign. Declarations 
vere iflued, commanding them to conform to the 
mandates of the emperor, and threatening the fevereft 
Tengeance againd all perfons who (bould dare ta 
affert a right contrary to the will of his imperial 
majefty. Thefe diftatorial menaces were totally 
difregarded by the univerfit^, which was determined 
to aflert its freedom. Count Trautmansdorff was 
now become entirely fubfervient to Dalton, and ia 
his conduft fhewed, that the amiable difpofitions 
and pleafmg manners which had rendered him fo 
popular, were not fortified by vigour, or fecured 
by virtuous principles* This minifter, by the di- 
rection of Dalton, fent a letter to the grand council 
of Brabant, requiring their efforts to reduce to obe- 
dience the refraftory univerfity, and fpecifying the 
time before which the mandate was to be executed : 
the council, with a dignified indignation replied, 
that the letter wa^ founded in ignorance of their 
laws, tended to defpotiftn, and muft be revoked. 
The minifter replied, that it was his majefty's abfo- 
lute determination, that on whatever fubje6t hejiffd^ 
Jied bis willy obedience mts/l follow ; and he gave 
them twenty-four hours for publifhing the decree. 
Bis commination being (till difregarded, the folio W- 
iDg day he fent a notice, that if th& decrees were 
not publifhed within two. hours, l^e fbould have 
i^courfe to the dire expedient of cannoA and bayo- 

nets. 
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onets, which his majefty had moft exprefsly ^M- c rt- a p. 
fcribed. The council ftHl paid not the fmalleft at-- ^„^ ^,,^ 
tehtion to thofe infolent threats ; Dalcondrewup '7*9* 
a regimetic of infantry near the council-houfe, and 
ordered an enfign with a party of troops tp patrole 
the ftreets. This officer, young, inexperience^ 
and defirous of (hewing powec^ on fbme trifling 
difturbance, ordered his men to fire a platoon 
among the multitude, killed fix of the people, and 
wounded mjany more: the juvenile inftruttkient 
of military defpotifm and murder, dreading the 
juft vengeance of th$ people, haftily fle^d with his 
party to the main body of foldiers. The emperor 
informed of this atchievement, highly applauded the 
enfign's.condud, and (lefired Dalton to inform hiiu 
he might exfefl promotion on the firft vacancy : he 
alfo exprisfled his warmed gratitude to Dalton fpr 
jupporting the dignity of the military cbartUler^ ^ 
and imprejfmg the people with a due dread of tbi 
foldiers. . This mafiacre, unimportant (the em- 
peror said) as it was in itfelf might produce a 
lalutary eiFed: ; but to infure obedience it: was ne*^ 
ceflary for Dalton to perfevere in the fame meritmriotu 
conduct ^, The army being once employed againft 
the people, conftant infolence and frequent blood* 
fted were the refult. The people exprefled their 
indignation in riots and tumults : one of thefe being 
quelled without firing a (hot, the emperor, in a let- 
ter to his minifters, teftified his difapprobatioti of 
foch forbearance, and defired it might not be re* 
peated; TrautmanfdorflF declared, that if the troops 

€ 

♦ Aimuai Regifter, 1789. 

D d a ferving 
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cH A P. fcrving in the Netherlands were not fufficient, forcy 
K^^,-^ thoufand men would immediately enter the Low 
^7<9- Countries : this aiTertion his hearers well knew to 
be a boafting bravado, as the emperor's troops 
were elfewhere fully employed. It is frequently 
difficult to difcover the precife motive for condud: 
which is didated by unprincipled wickednefs, and 
guided by extreme folly. As Jofeph's armies were 
engaged in the Turkiih war, policy obvioufly die* 
tated forbearance of injuftice and tyranny in the 
weft, that he might effe£tually promote aggreflion 
and fpoliation in ihe eaft. His force in the Low 
Countries was very inadequate to his defpotic pur- 
pofes, or to the cruel intentions of his deputy. 
At the very time that the emperor was enjoining 
)>erieverance in military defpotifm to his willing and 
proitopt underling, he, through the governors-ge- 
lieral, ifiudd a declaration, fetting forth his tender 
affeAion to his fubjedis, his defire of fatisfying 
their wifhes, the complete return of his favour, and 
iiis determination to give the Low Countries moft 
•convincing proofs of his benevolence and confi- 
dence. Flagrant as the duplicity of thefe profef- 
fions wiere, their ufeleflhef3 was no lefs obvious } 
force, not deception was his inftrument of govern* 
meat ; the foldiers could not the more eafily maf* 
iacre one man by. proclaiming to him the tender 
feelings of their employes : it was a mere waftc^ 
of falfehood, which could anfwer none of the afier- 
tor's purpofes; more refembling the capricious 
:verfanUty of a frowardlchild, than the fteady^paitcy 
of a firm man, refolute in wicked defigjois. 

The 
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The Ihtcrpretcr of the emperor's tendernefs was c-h a p:. 
Dalton: among the fources of Dalton's feme ac« ^..---v-^ 
quired in Tranrylvania was a gallows * of an extras '7S9. 
ordinary height for hanging infurgents, and he/ 
declared his determination to erefl: an edifice of a 
like conftrudtion in the great fquare at Pruffels, 
He now went to eftablifli at Louvain the new pro- 
felTors of divinity ; and to reform the errors of thc^-s- 
gical fcbools, the argument employed was the 
bayonet : the redor and profeflbrs were ejefted by 
a file of mufqueteers, and the new teachers were iffeaicf 
cftablifhed by the fame authority. To celebrate ranny/^* 
the admiffion of the imperial inftruftors in theo* 
logy, the foldiers murdered a great number of the 
inhabitants *, who could not refrain from aflem- 
bling to pay the laft tribute of grief at the over- 
throw of an inftitution, which had for fo many 
ages been the pride and fupport of their city. 
But although foldiers could inaugurate perfons 
appointed to teach the chriftian fyftem according 
to the imperial canons of orthodoxy, they could 
pot compel (ludents to learn : the pupils had uni« 
verfally abandoned the colleges, and the mafters 
were left to deliver their leffons, either in empty 
halls, or without any hearers, but their military 
co^adjutors. ^At Malines and Antwerp the maf- 
facre was much more extenfive than even at Lou- 
vain ; and perfonal fecurity was deemed fo preca- 
rious in the Netherlands, that fome of the nobility,* 
and a great number of other inhabitants of diftinc- 
tion and property fought refuge in exile. The 

* Annual Regifter 17^9, chap. 2. 

t Annual Regifteri789»chap. 2. . 

D d 3 cruel 
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CHAP, cruel executions committed upon a defencelefs 

■^.-^- ^ people by their rulers, in a feafon of peace and 

«7»9- moft profound tranquillity, excited the abhorrence 

of the neighbouring nations, and procured afylums 

for the unfortunate fufferers. Confifcation, def- 

potifm, and military execution being once eftablifh- 

ed, prc^erty, liberty, and life being infecure, thofe 

^that flill remained in the country withdrew their 

capitals from manufactures and commerce, and 

vefted them in foreign funds, as a provifion for 

their own flights, and repofitorjes which Dalton's 

bayonets could not reach. In a country fo recently 

eminent for induftry and the arts, trade was entirely 

ftagnant, and every occupation ceafed, except thofe 

which minifter to the neceflity of life: revenue 

proportionably declined ; fifcal produftivenefs, the 

great objeft of the emperor's tyranny, experienced 

a mod important diminution: the ftates of Bra- 

bant announced a determination, under the prefent 

^ outrageous tyranny, to withhold the fupplies. 

Such was the ftate of aflFairs at the clofe of 1788. 

rarthercra. The cmpcror publiflicd an edidl, annulling all 

ro^ber^by ^^ formcr conccffions, even recalling his inaugural 

jofeph. Q2^^{^ ^Q maintain the Joyous Entry •, and all the ob- 

noxious eftablifhments of 1787 were to be fpeedily 

reftored. The grand council of Brabant having 

refufed to fandlion fo defpotic an cdift, that confti- 

tutional tribunal was fuppreflcd ; the management 

of the revenue, which had formed one of its dele- 

gated departmenjs, was vefted in a commiflion no» 

minated by the emperor : no abbots were thence.. 

forth to be appointed in Brabant, and thus the 

clerical order was about to be fupprefled ; the com^ 

moijis 
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toons were to be new-moddled, according to the <^ " ^ i\ 
emperor's pleafure ; the right of granting fubfidies ->^^v^w 
was to be no longer vefted in the dates, but in a *'*^ 
council appointed by the emperor; the Joyous 
Entry was to be aBolifhed ; the whole government 
and all its parts were to be modelled according to the 
imperial will. A confiderable part of the year 1 789 
was employed in executing thefe nefarious projefts 
of infatuated ambition. The enmity to the clergy, 
and rapacity for tnoney, two predominant features 
in the emperor's charafiler, combined in dilating 
his moft extenfive and fyftematic fchemes of rob- 
bery. By one decree he fequeftered all the abbeys 
of Brabant, and appointed civil of&cers to manage 
their revenues for his ufe *• 

Such a feizure of property, in a country which had 
fo long enjoyed the bleffings of a free conftitution, 
and of ecclefiaftical poflefTions, among a people fo 
devoutly attached to the priefthood, excited very 
general refentment, and open remonflrances from 
men, who already indignantly brooded over their 
fallen conftitution, and meditated the re-aflertion 
of their rights : they refolved no longer to yield The pie- 
even the appearance of fubmiffion, either to fubor- foiveonfbr. 
dinate tyranny, or the imperial defpot himfelf. m^*^"^*" 

* The author of Dodfley's Annual Regifter 1791, having 
{attentively confidcred the detail of the fpoliations, fays, that 

' be fupprefled no lefs than a hundred and fixty monadic efta- 
blilhmencs, and that the only precaution he appears to have 

• ufed was, that in this great fuppreffidn the men w^e more 
favoured than the women s of the male convents, only forty 
were fequeftered; of the nunneries, one hundred and 
twenty. « 

D d 4 Stimulated! 
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CHAP. Stimulated to refiftance by the (Irongeft motives 
v-^^>--. which can infpirit gendrous breafts; confidering 
>7S9» death as preferable to flavery ; and recalling to their 
minds thofe gallant exertions by which a kindred 
people had emancipated themfelves from an Auf- 
trian defpot in the fixteenrh century^ they trufted 
that with much greater refources, againft a fot 
lefs powerful, they would be no lefs fuccef^ful in 
refifting an Auflrian defpot of the eighteenth * ; 
befides their own refources» fo valuable and ei&ca- 
ciousy in the riches, population, and fpirit of the 
people, and nature of the country, they might rea* 
fonably expeft fupport from the arms of Pruflia, 
and even of her maritime confederates. The em- 
peror was engaged in the Turkiih war, and his 
force greatly impaired by the difaftrous events 

• There was a confiderable refemblar.ee between the con- 
du<Sl of Jofeph II. and his anceftor Philip II. of Spain : 
though the former was the profefled champion of toleration, 
the latter of intolerance, the principle of both was much 
more nearly allied than would appear from, a fuperficial 
view of their refpeitive objeds. Each fought to model the 
opinions of mankind according to his will 5 each endeavour- 
ed to eife^ his purpofe by violence ; each was cruel in per- 
fecuting all thofe who oppofed his fy (lem ; each was impe- 
rious and defpotical : both were ambitious with9Ut ability, 
reftlefs without enterprife, aggreffive and ufurping in inten- 
tion, mighty in project, but futile in execution, and unfuc- 
cefsful in event. Philip, the creature of imitation, was the' 
implicit votary of prieftcraft : Jofeph, the creature of imita- 
tion, was the implicit votary of infidelity: neither of them 
were guided by found reafoning and original refle<5lion : 
both, in fupporting their favourite tenets, and gratifying ma- 
lignant ^aflions, did much mifchief 5 but attempted much 
more than their incapacity fuffered them to perpetrate. 

which 
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which it had produced : though emij^ratibh was chap. 

very prevalent, yet the refugees chiefly fought w--^^^ ' 

ihelter in the moft adjacent dates, and had greatly ^^s^ 

promoted the caufe of their countrymen by defcrib- 

ing the dreadful oppreffions from which they had 

£ed« With the emigrants the Flemifh patriots 

maintained a very clofe correfpondence, and con- 

certed with them the plan and commencement of 

open refiftance* Dalton, meanwhile, difpatched 

part of his troops to feize every perfon fufpeded 

of difaflfeftion, and carried the fyftem of profcrip- 

tion and murder to a more enormous extent than 

at any former period of his tyranny, while Traut- 

manfdorfF afted as the civil inftrument of oppref- 

fion. A confpiracy was formed to blow up the 

houfes of thefe tyrants with gunpowder ; during 

the confufion to feize the gates of Bruflels and the 

arfenal, and admit bodies of emigrants, who were 

prepared, and to be ready at hand for that purpofe : 

the execution of this plot was fixed for Auguft 

1789; but being difcovered^ a great number of 

fufpe£ted perfons were af^rehended. While the 

minifters were inflicting fummary punifliments, the 

vigorous proceedings of the patriots called their 

attention to more formidable obje£t^. About the 

middle of September 1789, the duke of Urfel, and 

the prince of Aremburg, count of la Marck, his 

fon, with the other nobles who had retired to 

Breda, were joined by the archbifliop of Malines or 

Mechlin, primate of the catholic provinces of the 

Netherlands, and by moft if not all the dates of 

Brabant, both civil and ecclefiaftical, were condi- 

tuted and declared to be the regular and legal 

afleml^y 



410 HISTC«tY or THE 

c«i AP» aflembly of the dates of that province^: they 
' ^^L^ framed and unanimouily pafled a remonftrance to 
/ DcVJ!? ^^^ emperor, declaring their rights, ^nd their refo- 
•ffigbu. lutions to maintain them againft every violator: 
they were prepared tq facrifice their lives and for- 
tunes for a fovereign who (hould govern thena 
conftitutionally, but they would not furrender thofe 
privileges which they held in truil for their fellow 
citizens, and for pofterity: they adjured him to 
fpare them the cruel neceffity of appealing to God 
and their fwords. 

The declaration of the ftates, fo contrary to his 
defpotic fentiments and views, highly enraged the 
emperor, and he gave orders for increafed feverity, 
and violence of military execution. The Belgians 
faw no hopes of redrefs, but by their fwords, and in 
OAober 1789 they hoifted the ftandard of revolt : 
a body of infurgents took the two fmall forts of 
Lillo and Liefenfliock on the Scheldt: in fort 
Lillo, beiides the military (lores, they found a 
confiderable fum of money. Dal ton fent general 
Schroeder againft the invaders, at the head of four 
thoufand troops, well difcipUned. On the advance 
of this force the infurgents abandoned the two forts, 
and retreated towards Furnhout, a fmalltown about 
eight miles from the forts: the imperialifts purfued 
them to the gates, and forcing thefe open entered 
the town : the Brabanters retreating from the main 
ftreet, drew the Auftrians after them until they 
wereinclofed in the market place; there the pat- 
riots firing from the adjoinmg houfes, windows, and 

? Sec Aipiual Rcgiftcr for 1791, p. 32. 

lanes, 
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lanes, did great execution ; the regulars being thus C k a p. 
enfnared, and unable to extricate themfelves, were v^,^^^-^ 
b!*oken and defeated, and compelled to retreat with '7*9' 
the l6fs of feven hundred men. Hope, encouraged 
by fuccefs, roufed all the«patriotic and martial ar- 
dour of th^ Belgians : affuming the name of the 
patriotic army, they penetrated into the heart of the 
country : in the other provinces, as well as Brabant, 
the votaries of freedom flocked to the ftandard 
crefted for its prefervation, and burned with impa^ 
tience to join their brethren in the field, that 
they might contribute their eflForts to deliver their 
country from foreign tyrants. In the beginning of 
November a battle was fought at Tirlemont : a 
body of patriots having been purfued by Bender 
an Auftrian general, had taken refuge in this place, 
and were warmly fupported by its patriotic inhabit- 
ants. Bender having entered the town, was 
very vigoroufly received by the Flemings, and after 
an obftinate conted compelled to retreat. The Ne- 
therlanders now ventured to meet their adverfaries 
in the open field, and having gained a complete vic- 
tory, took pofleflfion of Oflend^ Bruges, and Lou>- 
vain. Animated by thefe fuccefles, they had the The patriae 
boldnefs to attack the ftrong city of Ghent : having ^„*^'i^ 
entered the town, they aflailed, and defeated the ^«>p<* 
enemy in the (Ireets ; and compelled one part of them 
to fly for refuge to the barracks, while another 
fought flielter in the citadel. The third day of the 
fiege the barracks furrendered ; the defendants of 
the citadel finding they could no longer retain 
the place, committed the mod infamous enormities 
in thoftreets, but foon evacuated the garrifon ; the 

defence 
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c H A f . defence of Ghent was by no means adequate m 
^— r-iL either vigour or fldll to the force by which it vas 
^y^9' guarded. Jofeph, dcfirous of winning his foldiers» 
had given directions for allowing them great laxity ; 
the troops who were in the Netherlands, befides being 
recently free-booters, and accuflomed to trample on 
the defencelefs inhabitants, conceiveda mod thorough 
contempt for the Flemings ; but when they came to 
battle, and were compelled to face the enemy on 
, equal terms, they ihewed themfelves to have totally^ 
deviated from the characters of Auftrian foldier^, 
and to be as daftardly as they were profligate. The 
reduction of Ghent was of the greateft confequence 
They form to the Flcmiih patriots ; and the more efpecially 
liT/tdV. as it enabled the ftates of Flanders to affemWe 
fii itpubijc in that capital of the province, for the purpofe of 
legalizing their public proceedings, giving a form 
to their intended new conftitution, and concluding 
a league and federal union with the other provinces. 
The emperor informed of the great fuccefles of the 
Flemiih patriots, defcended from his defpotic 
haughtinefs, and endeavoured by amicable promifes 
- to conciliate his late fubjeCls ; he exhorted the 
malcontents to lay down their arms, and to truft 
for the redrefs of real grievances to his clemency 
and paternal affedtion : dreadful confequences (he 
faid) would enfue if they compelled him to relin- 
quifli the conquefts which he was now profecuting, 
and pour into the Netherlands armies that were 
now gathering laurels from a foreign enemy. £n* 
deavouring partly to juftify, and partly to explain 
his mod obnoxious aCts, he offered to revoke the 
bffeniive ediCts, to comply with all their former de« 

mandsy 



REIGN :DF GEORGE III. 413 ^ 

mands, and^ w grant a general, full, and perp(ft«al:tc w a K 
ainnefty to all who fhould letum to their-du'ty within ^,„^.^ 
afpecified but diftant time, the leaders* of the re- »7«9ri 
volt alone excepted : Hut the Flenoiags had bejen ; 
too often. deceived by Jofeph to y^pofe aay copfi- 
dencd in his pxofeilions ; and they X3K)w pdid the lefs 
acttentbnto his overtur^^ that froihthw fufioeffcs 
tfiey b^n to deem themfelves no longer depend- 
etxt on his pdwer. On the twentieth of November 
the ftate$ of Flanders feized on the fovcreign au» 
thority in their province, and, in imitation of their - 
Dotch neighbours, aiTuitiell the title of high and 
xnigiity dates: they pafled refolutions, declaring 
the emperor to have forfeited all title to the fove- 
reignty of the Netherlands ; for raifing, organifing, 
and difciplining an army, and uniting them- 
felves with the dates of Brabant. The ardour and 
fuccefs of their countrymen infpired the inhabitants 
of Bruflels with the defire and hope of refcuing 
tfadr capital from the defpotic minifters of Jofeph.- 
Intimidated by thevidioriesof the Flemings, Dalton 
confitied himfi^lf within the walls, and ordereti the 
gates to be ftriSly guarded: his force confided 
of about (ix thoufand men, whereas the patriotic 
band did not exceed on^ thoufand: the foldiers 
were, however, difperfed through different parts of 
the city ; their adverfaries were at a fixed rendez- 
vous to forma compaft body, which affailing the 
fcattered enenfiy, by throwing them into partial .con- 
fufion might caufe general diforder,. and animate 
the other citizens to Join in the condidt. This 
galUnt defign was executed : the Flemidi band de<- 

feated 
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CHAP, fated an Auftrian detachment in one of the ftreefs ; 

XLfl 

\.^^,.^, the battle became general,and the infurgents got pof* 
>7>9* feflion of the barracks, with two thoufand muifeetSy 
and plenty of ammunition. Dalton retreated to the 
great fquare, where, attempting to defend himfelf, 
he was obliged to capitulate, and to give up Bruf- 
fels, on bdpg allowed to efcape with his gatriron : 
he accordingly retired to Luxemburg : Trautmanf- 
dorflP, with the other chief members of the govern* 
mttu^ withdrew to Liege. The gbvernors^general, 
from their popularity were not afraid of any vio- 
lence, yet, as the emperor's fovereignty was no longer 
acknowleged, they betook themfelves into Germany. 
The Flemings, in their viftories, far from imitating 
the brutal cruehy of th^ imperial defpot's foldiers, 
killed no one but in battle. Having thus made 
themfelves mafters of the chief towns, after cele- 
brating the mod folemn inAitution of religion, they 
reftored the ancient courts of juftice, refcinded all 
the emperor's innovating edids, fettled the exercife 
of the fovereign power, and completely re-efta* 
blifhed tranquillity. The dates of Brabant being 
affembled at Bruflels, on the lad day of the year 
1789, bound themfelves by oath, in the prefence 
of the citizens, to preferve the rights^ privileges^ 
and conftitution of their country, and then pro- 
ceeded to adminifter the iame oath to the members 
of the fovereign council of Brabant, amidft the ge« 
neral acclamations of the people. The other pro- 
vinces, except Limburgh, having concluded* fimilar 
engagements concerning their refpedive- internal 
conftitutionsy all the Auftrian Netherlands^ Lim^ 

burgh 
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burgh excepted, formed thetnfelves into a federal chap. 
republic, to be diftinguifhed by the title of the v^^^-^-^i.*^ 
United Belgic States. Such was the refult of '789 
the reftlefs changes, rapacity, and uf^rpations pf 
the emperor Jofeph. 
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